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Chapter I

International peace and security

The United Nations continued in 1989 to safe-
guard internat ional  peace and securi ty .  The
General Assembly, noting that conflicts and hostil-
ities were giving way to negotiations and co-
operation, stressed the need to enhance the effec-
tiveness of the Security Council in maintaining
international peace and security as well as its pre-
ventive role, authority and enforcement capacity
(resolution 44/126). The Assembly also reaffirmed
its support for the validity and relevance of the
Charter of the United Nations and encouraged
Member States to implement and strengthen the
principles of international peace, security and in-
ternational co-operation (44/21).

During the year, new peace-keeping operations
were established in Namibia and Central America
and others were being actively considered. The As-
sembly adopted the recommendations of the Spe-
c ia l  Commit tee  on  Peace-keeping  Opera t ions  for
strengthening peace-keeping operations and mak-
ing them more effective (44/49).

The Assembly expressed concern at the persistent
tension in parts of the Mediterranean region and
urged States to co-operate in reducing tension and
promoting peace and security (44/125). It also called
on States to promote the objectives established in
its 1986 declaration of the zone of peace and co-
operation of the South Atlantic and to refrain from
actions that might create or aggravate tension and
potential conflict in the region (44/20).

The Assembly expressed concern over attempts
by mercenar ies  to  inf r inge  upon the  sovere ignty
and territorial integrity of small States and urged
the Secretary-General to monitor the security of
those States and to bring such attempts to the at-
tention of the Security Council (44/51).

In other action, the Assembly recognized the
impor tan t  con t r ibu t ion  o f  the  1986  In te rna t iona l
Year of Peace and supported the efforts of the
international community in strengthening the
United Nations as an instrument of peace (44/11).

Strengthening of international security

Implementat ion of  the 1970 Declarat ion
In December 1989,  the General  Assembly

reaffirmed the validity of the 1970 Declaration on

the Strengthening of International Security(1) and
urged States, particularly the nuclear-weapon
States and other militarily significant States, to
promote and use effectively the system of collec-
tive security as envisaged in the Charter.

In February,(2) responding to a 1987 Assembly
invitation,(“) Chile submitted its views on the im-
plementation of the Declaration. In November,(4)
the  Secretary-General  t ransmit ted the views
received from seven Member States in response
to a 1988 Assembly request.(5)

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 15 December 1989, on the recommendation
of the First Committee, the General Assembly
adopted resolution 44/126 by recorded vote.

Review of the implementation of the Declaration on
t h e  S t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y

The General Assembly,
Conscious that the present stage of mankind’s devel-

opment is distinctive for its technological, economic and
political changes, making overall progress possible, but
at the same time also for its many obstacles, old and
new, to the building of a more peaceful, secure, just,
equitable, democratic and humane world,

Considering that events of significant bearing on inter-
national security are taking place, including a wide-
ranging dialogue between the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and the United States of America, with their
positive effect on world developments and establishment
of new trends in international relations,

Noting with satisfaction that conflicts and hostilities are
giving way to negotiations, understanding and co-
operation in a number of instances,

Mindful that the use of nuclear weapons could lead to
the extinction of human life on earth,

Stressing the need for the strengthening of international
security through disarmament and restraints on the
qualitative and quantitive escalation of the arms race.

Expressing its expectation that the Treaty between the
United States of America and the Union of Soviet
Soc ia l i s t  Republ ics  on  the  El imina t ion  of  The i r
Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles, of 8
December 1987, would be a precursor to the adoption
of further concrete disarmament measures leading to
the complete elimination of nuclear weapons,

Emphasizing that the existing sombre contrast between
enormous military expenditures and dire poverty un-
derlines the importance of giving concrete shape to the
concept of the link between disarmament and devel-
opment,

Stressing also that disarmament, the relaxation of in-
ternational tension, respect for the purposes and prin-
ciples of the Charter of the United Nations, especially
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the principles of the sovereign equality of States and the
peaceful settlement of disputes and the injunction to re-
frain from the use or threat of use of force in interna-
tional relations; respect for the right to self-deter-
mination and national independence, economic and
social development, the complete eradication of colonial-
ism, apartheid and all other forms of racism and racial
discrimination, aggression and occupation; respect for
human rights, and the strengthening of international
peace and security are closely related to each other,

Expressing its support for all efforts towards a successful
resolution of hotbeds of crisis in the world, irrespective
of their historical or contemporary causes, ensuring that
the solutions are not imposed by outside Powers to the
detriment of the interest of the parties directly con-
cerned,

Expressing its conviction that the gradual military disen-
gagement of the great Powers and their military alliances
from various parts of the world should be promoted,

Considering that a détente devoid of economic content
is unlikely to endure, and that if economic imperatives,
particularly the requirements of developing countries,
are not accommodated, the resulting strains may very
well undermine the current trends towards global peace
and harmony,

Considering also that the economic situation in the vast
majority of the developing countries has deteriorated
dramatically, especially in the least developed ones, and
that the fruits of development should benefit the largest
segments of population,

Stressing that the present asymmetry in economic and
technologica l  development  can  only  be  redressed
through a balanced development of the entire interna-
tional community and through efforts aimed at the
broadest possible democratization of international re-
lations,

Stressing also the need for structural adjustments in all
spheres, in accordance with the development objectives
and priorities of the countries concerned, in order to
respond to the challenges of advanced technology, es-
pecially the technology of tomorrow,

Noting with satisfaction that the important process of
decolonization from which a large number of sovereign
States have emerged is entering a decisive stage,

Concerned over the growing environmental problems,
which pose a threat to the very survival of mankind and
testify to the interdependence of interests of all nations,

Stressing further that the promotion of freedom and
human rights is one of the basic objectives of the world
community,

Deeply concerned that racism and discrimination based
on colour, creed, ethnic origin, culture or way of life are
still practised,

Strongly emphasizing  that apartheid is a particular and
repugnant form of institutionalized racism which civi-
lized nations have rightly condemned as a crime against
humanity,

Reaffirming that the United Nations is an irreplace-
able instrument for regulating international relations
and resolving international problems and that its main
organs, particularly the Security Council, are respon-
sible for the maintenance and effective promotion of in-
ternational peace and security,

1. Reaffirms the validity of the Declaration on the
Strengthening of International Security, and calls upon
all States to contribute effectively to its implementation;

2. Urges once again all States to abide strictly, in their
international relations, by their commitment to the
Charter of the United Nations;

3. Emphasizes that, until an enduring and stable peace
based on a comprehensive, viable and readily imple-
mentable structure of international security is estab-
lished, peace, the achievement of disarmament and the
settlement of disputes by peaceful means continue to be
the first and foremost task of the international com-
munity;

4. Cal/s upon all States to refrain from the use or
threat of use of force, intervention, interference, aggres-
sion, foreign occupation and colonial domination or
measures of political and economic coercion which vio-
late the sovereignty, territorial integrity, independence
and security of other States, as well as the permanent
sovereignty of peoples over their natural resources;

5. Also calls upon all States to seek, through more ef-
fective utilization of the means provided for in the Char-
ter, the peaceful settlement of disputes and the elimi-
nation of the focal points of crisis and tension, which
constitute a threat to international peace and security;

6. Urges all States, in particular the nuclear-weapon
States and other militarily significant States, to take im-
mediate steps aimed at promoting and using effectively
the system of collective security as envisaged in the Char-
ter, as well as halting effectively the arms race with the
aim of achieving general and complete disarmament
under effective international control, and implement-
ing the recommendations and decisions contained in the
Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the
General Assembly;

7. Stresses that there is a need further to enhance the
effectiveness of the Security Council in discharging its
principal responsibility of maintaining international
peace and security and to enhance the preventive role,
authority and enforcement capacity of the Council in
accordance with the Charter;

8. Emphasizes the role that the United Nations has
in the maintenance of international peace and security
and in economic and social development and progress
for the benefit of mankind;

9. Considers that the management of the world econ-
omy needs to be more broad-based so as to reflect the
interests of all countries and groups of countries and to
evolve policies which can be supported by all, as well
as that the current economic and social problems and
the needs of the future are such that no single nation
or group of nations can solve them in isolation;

10. Emphasizes also that there can be no lasting peace
and security in the world without the solution of the in-
ternational economic problems, particularly those of the
developing countries, and the ensuring of the sustained
growth and development of the world economy;

11. Reaffirms that the total eradication of colonialism
and the economic emancipation of all peoples as an in-
dispensable pre-condition for maintaining and strength-
ening their political independence remain priority tasks;

12. Considers that the protection of the environment
has emerged as a major global concern, dramatically
emphasizing the growing interdependence of the world,
which calls for urgent co-operative measures and a global
compact ensuring a sustainable and environmentally
sound development;

13. Considers also that respect for and promotion of
human rights and fundamental freedoms in their civil,
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political, economic, social and cultural aspects, on the
one hand, and the strengthening of international peace
and security, on the other, mutually reinforce each other;

14. Reaffirms also the legitimacy of the struggle of peo-
ples under colonial domination, foreign occupation or
racist regimes and their inalienable right to self-deter-
mination and independence;

15. Reaffirms further that the democratization of in-
ternational relations is an imperative necessity enabling,
under the conditions of interdependence, the full devel-
opment and independence of all States, as well as the
attainment of genuine security, peace and co-operation
in the world, and stresses its firm belief that the United
Nations offers the best framework for the promotion of
these goals;

16. Emphasizes the role that the United Nations has
to play in promoting respect for international law as a
basis of peace and security;

17. Invites Member States to submit their views on
the question of the implementation of the Declaration
on the Strengthening of International Security, and re-
quests the Secretary-General to submit a report to the
General Assembly at its forty-fifth session on the basis
of the replies received;

18. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-fifth session the item entitled "Review of the im-
plementation of the Declaration on the Strengthening
of International Security”.

Genera l  Assembly  r e so lu t ion  44 /126
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Approved by First Committee (A/44/821) by recorded vote (98-1-23),
30 November (meeting 52); 14-nation draft (A/C.1/44/L.71/Rev.1); agenda
item 72.

Sponsors: Algeria, Bangladesh, Cuba, Egypt, India. Indonesia, Madagascar,
Malaysia, Mali, Pakistan, Romania, Sri Lanka, Uganda. Yugoslavia.

Meeting numbers. GA 44th session: 1st Committee 46-52; plenary 81.

Recorded vote in Assembly as follows:

In favour: Afghanistan. Albania, Algeria, Angola. Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan,
Bolivia, Botswana. Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria. Burkina Faso,
Burundi. Byelorussian SSR, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Repub-
lic, Chad. Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d'lvoire, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen.
Djibouti. Dominica. Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji,
Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana. Guatemala, Guinea.
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, India. Indonesia. Iran,
Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan. Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People’s Democratic Republic,
Lebanon. Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi,
Malaysia, Maldives. Mali. Mauritania. Mauritius. Mexico. Mongolia,
Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman,
Pakistan. Panama. Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland,
Qatar. Romania, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis. Saint Lucia, Saint Vin-
cent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia,
Senegal, Seychelles. Sierra Leone. Singapore. Solomon Islands. Somalia.
Sri Lanka. Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand.
Togo. Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian SSR, USSR, United
Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania. Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela,
Viet Nam,Yemen. Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Against: United States.
Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada. Denmark. Finland.

France. Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, Iceland. Ireland, Israel. Italy,
Japan, Luxembourg, Malta. Netherlands. New Zealand, Norway, Portu-
gal, Spain, Sweden. Turkey, United Kingdom.

Enhancing internat ional  peace
a n d  s e c u r i t y

The Special Committee on the Charter of the
United Nations and on the Strengthening of the
Role of the Organization, at its March/April 1989
meetings,(6) considered working papers submitted

by Belgium, the Federal Republic of Germany,
Italy, Japan, New Zealand and Spain(7) and by
Czechoslovakia and the German Democrat ic
Republic,(8) on fact-finding activities by the
United Nations in the context of the maintenance
of international peace and security.

The Special Committee was of the opinion that
States should consider the proposals submitted by
Romania(9) on the resort to a commission of good
offices, mediation or conciliation within the United
Nations as useful guidance when resorting to such
measures to settle disputes, and recommended that
the General Assembly bring those proposals to the
attention of States.

The Assembly, in resolution 44/37, asked the
Special Committee to give priority to the question
of the maintenance of international peace and
security in all its aspects in order to strengthen
United Nations fact-finding activities and to ex-
amine the Secretary-General’s report on the elabo-
ration of a draft handbook on the peaceful settle-
ment of disputes between States,(10) In resolution
44/32, the Assembly invited the International Law
Commission to continue work on elaborating a
draft Code of Crimes against the Peace and Secu-
rity of Mankind.

On 29 September, the Ministers for Foreign Af-
fairs of the five permanent members of the Secu-
rity Council met with the Secretary-General to ex-
change views and review developments on a wide
range of international issues. In a statement fol-
lowing their meeting, (11) the Ministers agreed that
at the current time of positive change in the inter-
national political climate, from confrontation to
relaxat ion and interact ion among States ,  the
United Nations had an important role to play.
They placed particular emphasis on efforts to re-
solve current regional conflicts, noted with satis-
faction the trend towards dialogue and peaceful
settlement of disputes which had developed in re-
cent years and welcomed the active involvement
of the United Nations in that process. They com-
mended United Nations peace-keeping operations
in preventing and resolving regional disputes and
underlined the importance of their effective func-
tioning. The Ministers expressed satisfaction at the
improved working relations within the Security
Council and with the Secretary-General and ex-
pressed their determination to continue to work
together and in co-operation with him for the
prevention and resolution of international con-
flicts.

On 3 November,(12) the USSR and the United
States jointly requested inclusion in the Assem-
bly’s agenda of an item on enhancing international
peace, security and international co-operation in
all its aspects in accordance with the Charter. They
explained that recent developments offered re-
newed prospects for international co-operation to-
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wards common goals and new importance to the
further strengthening of the role and effectiveness
of the United Nations in maintaining international
peace and security through respect for its Charter
and better international co-operation in resolving
international problems of a political, social, cul-
tural or humanitarian character.

Appended to the request was a draft resolution
which the two States said reflected a commitment
to a renewed relationship in the United Nations
based on enhanced consultation and co-operation
to implement and strengthen the principles and sys-
tem of peace, security and international co-operation
laid down in the Charter. In that connection, it was
particularly relevant to intensify co-operative ef-
forts towards ensuring international peace and secu-
rity in accordance with the Charter, and to con-
sult and co-operate within the framework of the
United Nations, particularly through the Security
Council, the General Assembly and the appropriate
subsidiary bodies.

On 9 November, the Assembly, on the recom-
mendation of the General Committee, decided
in decision 44/402 A to include the additional item.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 15 November 1989, the General Assembly
adopted resolution 44/21 without vote.

E n h a n c i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e ,  s e c u r i t y  a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  a l l  i t s  a s p e c t s  i n

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  C h a r t e r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s
The General Assembly,
Desiring to strengthen further the role and effectiveness

of the United Nations in maintaining international peace
and security for all States on the basis of full and universal
respect for the Charter of the United Nations and through
better international co-operation in resolving interna-
tional problems of a political, economic, social, cultural
or humanitarian character,

Mindful of the potential of the United Nations to be
even more effective in achieving international co-operation,

1. Calls upon all States to intensify their practical ef-
forts towards ensuring international peace and security
in all its aspects through co-operative means in accord-
ance with the Charter of the United Nations;

2. Reaffirms its support for the validity and relevance
of the Charter and urges all States to abide by it and,
in particular, to respect the principles of sovereign equal-
ity, political independence and territorial integrity of
States and non-intervention in internal affairs, refrain
from the threat or use of force inconsistent with the
Charter, settle disputes peacefully, adhere to the prin-
ciples of equal rights and self-determination of peoples,
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms,
and co-operation among States, and comply in good
faith with their obligations assumed in accordance with
the Charter;

3. Encourages Member States to consult and co-operate
within the framework of the United Nations, the Secu-
rity Council, the General Assembly and their appropriate
subsidiary bodies in order to find multifaceted approaches
to implement and strengthen the principles and the system

of international peace, security and international co-
operation laid down in the Charter.

Gene ra l  Assembly  r e so lu t ion  44 /21

1 5  N o v e m b e r  1 9 8 9  M e e t i n g  5 6  A d o p t e d  w i t h o u t  v o t e

43-nation draft (A/44/L.38 & Add.1); agenda item 158.
Sponsors: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Byelorussian SSR,

Canada, Colombia. Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Ecuador. Ethiopia, Finland,
France. German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of. Greece.
Hungary, Iceland. Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg. Malaysia, Malta. Mauritius,
Mongolia. Nepal. Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway. Poland, Portugal, Roma-
nia, Senegal. Spain, Suriname. Sweden. Turkey. Ukrainian SSR, USSR, United
Kingdom, United States, Yugoslavia.

On 14 November,(14) Argentina, in requesting
that it be added to the sponsors of the draft reso-
lution, said that in the new international climate
of trust and co-operation, the Assembly was able
to take up again ideas and concepts that constituted
the foundations of the United Nations, which now
had before it reasonable prospects of building a world
in which democracy, freedom and human rights
would prevail.

The First Committee considered the item on a
comprehensive approach to strengthening interna-
tional peace and security in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nations from 22 to 30 Novem-
ber. It had before it several communications, in-
cluding a Soviet aide-mémoire on strengthening the
preventive functions of the United Nations and
related international organizations in an interdepen-
dent world.(15)

The Committee reported to the Assembly that
it had considered the item jointly with those on
strengthening security and co-operation in the Med-
iterranean region (see below) and review of the
implementation of the 1970 Declaration on the
Strengthening of International Security (see above),
but had not taken any action.

On 15 December, by decision 44/433, the As-
sembly took note of the First Committee’s report.

On 4 December, by resolution 44/31, the As-
sembly had called on Member States to make full
use, in accordance with the Charter, of the frame-
work provided by the United Nations for the peaceful
settlement of disputes and international problems.

REFERENCES
(1)YUN 1970, p. 105, GA res. 2734(XXV), 16 Dec. 1970.
(2)A/44/121. (3)YUN  1987, p. 114, GA res. 42/92, 7 Dec. 1987.
(4)A/44/722 & Add.1. (5)YUN 1988, p. 20, GA res. 43/88,
7 Dec. 1988. (6)A/44/33. (7)A/AC.182/L/60. (8)A/AC.182/L.62.
(9)A/AC.182/L.52/Rev.2. (10)A/AC.182/L.61. (11)S/20880.
(12)A/44/245.(13)A/44/250/Add.4.(14)A/44/727.(15)A/44/602.
(16)A/44/822.

Review of peace-keeping operations

In 1989, two new peace-keeping operations were
established: the United Nations Transition Assistance
Group in Namibia (see PART FOUR , Chapter III)
and the United Nations Observer Group in Cen-
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tral America (see PART TWO, Chapter II). There
were also other potential new missions under ac-
tive consideration.

The Special Committee on Peace-keeping Oper-
ations held four meetings between 10 April and
1 June.(1) It had before it a March report with
later addenda(2) of the Secretary-General, con-
taining replies from 22 Governments to a 1988
General Assembly request(3) for their views on
United Nations peace-keeping operations. The
Committee recommended that the Assembly re-
quest the Secretary-General to provide Member
States with information on personnel, material and
technical requirements for peace-keeping opera-
tions; invite them to identify the resources they
would, in principle, contribute to those operations
and establish a registry of potential contributions
based on their replies; and undertake a study of
those tasks and services that could be performed
by civilian personnel. The Committee also recom-
mended that States exchange experiences and es-
tablish national training programmes for military
and civilian personnel for the operations and that
the Secretary-General prepare the necessary train-
ing manuals. It recommended full support of host
countries to the operations; the conclusion of
status-of-forces agreements; that Member States
pay assessed contributions in full and on time; and
that voluntary contributions be encouraged.

On 22 May,(4) Sweden transmitted the 14 April
final statement of the Palme Commission on Dis-
armament and Security Issues containing, among
other things, suggestions for improving United
Nations peace-keeping capabilities.

In October, the Secretary-General, in a re-
port(5)  on the adminis t rat ive and budgetary
aspects of financing United Nations peace-keeping
operations, addressed the issues of the economies
of scale, civilian personnel provided by Govern-
ments, start-up problems and the feasibility and
cost-effectiveness of maintaining a reserve stock of
equipment and supply items. He noted the need
to maintain a high degree of readiness in the Or-
ganizations's ability to emplace new peace-keeping
operations and proposed measures to cover the
financial and physical arrangements for their im-
plementation.

In a December report to the Assembly’s Fifth
(Administrative and Budgetary) Committee,(6)
the Secretary-General proposed the establishment
within the Secretariat of a Senior Planning and
Monitoring Group, which would also review and
make recommendations regarding the Secreta-
riat’s organizational structure in relation to peace-
keeping matters. He also made proposals for fi-
nancing (see PART FIVE, Chapter I) and backstop-
ping peace-keeping operations, and for providing
additional support for the Office for Special Po-
litical Affairs.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 8 December 1989, on the recommendation
of the Special Political Committee, the General As-
sembly adopted resolution 44/49 without vote.

C o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  w h o l e  q u e s t i o n  o f
p e a c e - k e e p i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  a l l  t h e i r  a s p e c t s

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 1874(S-IV) of 27 Tune 1963,

2006(XIX) of 18 February 1965, 2053 A (XX) of 15 De-
cember 1965, 2249(S-V) of 23 May 1967, 2308(XXII)
of 13 December 1967, 2451(XXIII) of 19 December
1968, 2670(XXV) of 8 December 1970, 2835(XXVI)
of 17 December 1971. 2965(XXVII) of 13 December
1972, 3091(XXVIII) of 7 December 1973, 3239(XXIX)
of 29 November 1974, 3457(XXX) of 10 December
1975, 31/105 of 15 December 1976, 32/106 of 15 Decem-
ber 1977, 33/114 of 18 December 1978, 34/53 of 23
November 1979, 35/121 of 11 December 1980, 36/37 of
18 November 1981, 37/93 of 10 December 1982, 38/81
of 15 December 1983, 39/97 of 14 December 1984, 40/163
of 16 December 1985, 41/67 of 3 December 1986, 42/161
of 8 December 1987 and 43/59 A of 6 December 1988,

Welcoming the progress made by the Special Commit-
tee on Peace-keeping Operations during its session in
1989 and, in particular, the agreement reached on a
number of conclusions and recommendations,

Convinced that the United Nations peace-keeping oper-
ations are an integral component of enhancing the ef-
fectiveness of the United Nations in the maintenance
of international peace and security,

Taking into account that increasing activities in the field
of United Nations peace-keeping require increasing
human, financial and material resources for the Organi-
zation,

Aware of the extremely difficult financial situation of
the United Nations peace-keeping forces and of the
heavy burden on the troop contributors, especially those
from developing countries,

Emphasizing that the current political atmosphere is
propitious for achieving further progress in the work of
the Special Committee,

Bearing in mind the fact that constructive exchanges of
views on various practical aspects of peace-keeping oper-
ations can contribute favourably to the smooth and ef-
fective functioning of these operations,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
the work of the Organization,

Having  examined the report of the Special Committee,
1. Takes note of the report of the Special Committee

on Peace-keeping Operations;
2. Requests the Secretary-General to provide Mem-

ber States with the relevant information with respect to
the requirements for United Nations peace-keeping
operations of personnel, material and technical resources
and services and, at the same time, to invite Member
States, by means of a questionnaire, to identify those
personnel, material and technical resources and serv-
ices which they would be ready, in principle, to contrib-
ute to United Nations peace-keeping operations;

3. Also requests the Secretary-General, on the basis
of the responses by States to the questionnaire, to es-
tablish a registry, indicative in nature, of potential con-
tributions by Member States of personnel, material and
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technical resources and services, and to invite Member
States to bring their responses up to date as necessary;

4. Further requests the Secretary-General to undertake
a study to identify those tasks and services which could
be performed by civilian personnel in peace-keeping
operations and to inform the Special Committee of the
conclusions of the study as soon as possible, taking into
account the study requested by the General Assembly
in resolution 43/230 of 21 December 1988;

5. Encourages Member States to exchange the ex-
periences acquired through their participation in peace-
keeping operations and encourages Member States and
interested organizations to hold, in consultation with the
Secretariat, as appropriate, regional and international
seminars on peace-keeping operations;

6. Also encourages Member States to establish national
training programmes for military and civilian person-
nel for peace-keeping operations and, in this connec-
tion, requests the Secretary-General to prepare train-
ing manuals, which Member States might wish to use
as guidelines for their national or regional training pro-
grammes;

7. Emphasizes the need to ensure a secure and sound
financial basis for United Nations peace-keeping oper-
ations;

8. Urges all Member States to pay their assessed con-
tributions in full and on time and also encourages those
States which can do so to make voluntary contributions
that are acceptable to the Secretary-General;

9. Urges host countries of any United Nations peace-
keeping operation and all directly interested parties to
extend all possible support in order to facilitate the
deployment and functioning of such operations;

10. Considers that status-of-forces agreements should
be concluded between host countries of any United Na-
tions peace-keeping operation and the United Nations
and. to this end, urges host countries of any United Na-
tions peace-keeping operation to conclude status-of-
forces agreements with the United Nations as soon as
possible after the establishment of the operation;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a model
status-of-forces agreement between the United Nations
and host countries, while maintaining the flexibility
needed to encompass different possible operations, and
to make the model agreement available to Member States;

12. Welcomes the initiative of the Secretary-General
in preparing standard operating procedures, and ex-
presses the hope that this work will be completed as soon
as possible and made available to Member States;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to publish an up-
dated version of The Blue Helmets and to include therein
a summary of the practice of United Nations peace-
keeping operations, in time for the forty-fifth session of
the General Assembly and, thereafter, to bring it up to
d a t e  as necessary;

14. Considers it useful to have further discussions, in
the appropriate forums, including the Special Commit-
tee, on the possible fields for peace-keeping and on the
further development of peace-keeping operations;

15. Urges the Special Committee, in accordance with
its mandate, to continue its efforts for a comprehensive
review of the whole question of peace-keeping opera-
tions in all their aspects with a view to strengthening
the role of the United Nations in this field, taking into
account the difficult financial situation of peace-keeping
operations and the need for maximum cost efficiency;

16. Decides that the Special Committee shall accept
the participation of observers of Member States, includ-
ing in the meetings of its working groups;

17.. Invites Member States to submit any further ob-
servations and suggestions to the Secretary-General by
1 March 1990 on peace-keeping operations in all their
aspects, with particular emphasis on practical proposals
to make these operations more effective;

18. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare, within
existing resources, a compilation of the above-mentioned
observations and suggestions and to submit it to the Spe-
cial Committee during its session in 1990;

19. Requests the Special Committee to submit a re-
port on its work to the General Assembly at its forty-
fifth session;

20. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of
its forty-fifth session the item entitled “Comprehensive
review of the whole question of peace-keeping opera-
tions in all their aspects”.
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Approved by Special Political Committee (A/44/734) without vote. 2 Novem-
ber (meeting 12); B-nation draft (A/SPC/44/L.6 & Corr.1). orally revised:
agenda item 78.

Sponsors: Argentina, Canada, Egypt, German Democratic Republic. Japan,
Nigeria.

Financial implications. 5th Committee, A/44/808; S-G, A/C.5/44/23,
A/SPC/44/L.7.

Meeting numbers. GA 44th session: 5th Committee 48;  SPC  9-12; plenary
78.

REFERENCES
(1)A/44/301. (2)A/AC.121/36 & Add.1-4. (3)YUN 1988, p. 30,
GA res. 43/59 A, 6 Dec. 1988. (4)A/44/293-S/20653.
(5)A/44/605 & Add.1,2. (6)A/C.5/44/45.

Regional  aspects  of
in ternat ional  peace  and secur i ty

Secur i ty  and  co-opera t ion  in  the  Medi te r ranean

In  accordance  wi th  a  1988  Genera l  Assembly
reso lu t ion , (1)  the  Secre ta ry-Genera l  submi t ted  in
November  1989  a  repor t (2 )  on  the  s t reng then ing
of security and co-operation in the Mediterranean
region ,  in  which  he  presented  a  summary of  the
debate on the question during the 1988 Assembly
session. Also included were the views of 10 Mem-
ber  S ta tes  submi t ted  in  response  to  h is  reques t .

In  re la ted  developments ,  the  heads  of  S ta te  or
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  M o v e m e n t  o f  N o n - A l i g n e d
Count r ies ,  a t  the i r  Nin th  Conference  (Belgrade ,
Yugos lav ia ,  4 -7  Sep tember ) , (3 )  rea f f i rmed  the i r
suppor t  for  the  t ransformat ion  of  the  Medi te r ra -
n e a n  i n t o  a  r e g i o n  o f  p e a c e ,  s e c u r i t y  a n d  c o -
operation, free from conflict and confrontation.
They also expressed the hope that the 1990 meet-
ing of  the  Conference on Securi ty  and Co-
operation in Europe on the Mediterranean would
contribute to the strengthening of confidence and
security in the region. On 19 September,(4) the
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Libyan  Arab  Jamahi r iya  drew a t ten t ion  to  media
reports on the launching by Israel (referred to by
the  Jamahi r iya  as  the  Zion is t  en t i ty )  on  14  Sep-
tember of a medium-range missile capable of car-
rying nuclear warheads, which fell into the Medi-
te r ranean  nor th  of  the  Libyan  c i ty  of  Benghaz i .
The  inc ident ,  i t  sa id ,  represen ted  a  fur ther  esca-
lation of tension in the region, endangered air and
sea  nav iga t ion  and  economic  ac t iv i ty ,  and  nu l l i -
f ied  ef for t s  to  s t rengthen peace  and co-opera t ion
and  to  make  the  reg ion  a  zone  of  peace .  On 20
October , (5 )  the  L ibyan  Arab  Jamahi r iya  re fe r red
to  mi l i t a ry  manoeuvres  conducted  by  the  Nor th
At lan t ic  Trea ty  Organ iza t ion  in  the  wes te rn  par t
of the Mediterranean, which it said turned the re-
gion into an area of tension and international con-
flict and which were incompatible with the call to
make  the  Medi te r ranean  a  zone  of  secur i ty  and
co-opera t ion .

On 29 September,(6) Algeria, the Libyan Arab
J a m a h i r i y a ,  M a u r i t a n i a ,  M o r o c c o  a n d  T u n i s i a
t ransmi t ted  to  the  Secre ta ry-Genera l  the  tex ts  of
t h e  T r e a t y  a n d  D e c l a r a t i o n  c r e a t i n g  t h e  A r a b
Maghreb  Union .  S igned  on  17  February  by  those
five States, the Treaty aimed, inter alia, at achiev-
ing progress and prosperity of their societies and
the preservation of peace. It entered into force on
1 July.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 15 December 1989, on the recommendation
o f  t h e  F i r s t  C o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y
adopted  reso lu t ion  44 /125  wi thou t  vo te .

Strengthening of security and co-operation
in  the  Medi te r ranean  reg ion

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 36/102 of 9 December 1981,

37/118 of 16 December 1982, 38/189 of 20 December
1983, 39/153 of 17 December 1984, 40/157 of 16 Decem-
ber 1985, 41/89 of 4 December 1986, 42/90 of 7 Decem-
ber 1987 and 43/84 of 7 December 1988,

Recognizing the importance of promoting peace, secu-
rity and co-operation in the Mediterranean region and
of strengthening further the economic, commercial and
cultural links in the region,

Reaffirming the primary role of the Mediterranean
countries in the promotion of security and co-operation
in the Mediterranean region,

Expressing concern at the persistent tension in parts of
the Mediterranean region and the consequent threat to
peace,

Welcoming the favourable developments in the inter-
national situation, and expressing hope that these de-
velopments will have a positive impact on the Mediter-
ranean region,

Concerned at the continuing military operations and
reports of recent activities in the Mediterranean and the
danger that they create for peace, security and general
equilibrium in the region,

Reaffirming the responsibility of all States to conform
in their actions to the purposes and principles of the

Charter of the United Nations, as well as to the provi-
sions of the Declaration on Principles of International
Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation
among States in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations,

Reaffirming also the need to intensify and promote peace
and security and to strengthen co-operation in the re-
gion, as provided for in the Mediterranean chapter of
the Final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe, signed at Helsinki on 1 August
1975,

Recalling the declarations of successive meetings of non-
aligned countries concerning the Mediterranean, as well
as official declarations on, and contributions to, peace
and security in the Mediterranean region made by in-
dividual countries,

Welcoming the efforts realized by the Mediterranean
members of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries
to strengthen regional co-operation in various fields
among themselves and between them and the European
countries,

Recognizing the desire of Mediterranean countries that
the needs of their region be taken into account in ongo-
ing and future negotiations relating to international
security and disarmament,

Recognizing also the desire of the non-aligned Mediter-
ranean countries to intensify the process of dialogue and
consultations with European-Mediterranean and other
European countries aimed at strengthening efforts to-
wards the promotion of peace, security and co-operation
in the region, thus contributing to the stabilization of
the situation in the Mediterranean,

Noting the results of the Stockholm Conference on
Confidence- and Security-building Measures and Dis-
armament in Europe and the Concluding Document of
the Vienna Follow-up Meeting of the Conference on
Security and Co-operation in Europe, where all the par-
ticipating States reaffirmed their resolve fully to imple-
ment unilaterally, bilaterally and multilaterally all the
provisions of the Final Act and of the other documents
of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe,

Taking note of the debate on this item during its vari-
ous sessions and, in particular, of the report of the
Secretary-General on this item,

1. Reaffirms:
(a) That the security of the Mediterranean is closely

linked with European security and with international
peace and security;

(b) That further efforts are necessary for the reduc-
tion of tension and of armaments and for the creation
of conditions of security and fruitful co-operation in all
fields for all countries and peoples of the Mediterranean,
on the basis of the principles of sovereignty, indepen-
dence, territorial integrity, security, non-intervention and
non-interference, non-violation of international borders,
non-use of force or threat of use of force, the inadmissi-
bility of the acquisition of territory by force, peaceful
settlement of disputes and respect for permanent sov-
ereignty over natural resources;

(c) That just and viable solutions are needed for ex-
isting problems and crises in the region on the basis of
the provisions of the Charter and of relevant resolutions
of the United Nations, the withdrawal of foreign forces
of occupation and the right of peoples under colonial
or foreign domination to self-determination and inde-
pendence;
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2. Takes note of the final documents of the Ninth Con-
ference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned
Countries, held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 September 1989,
and in particular paragraph 25 of the final document
on international security and disarmament, which, inter
alia, supported the transformation of the Mediterranean
region into a region of peace, security and co-operation,
free from conflict and confrontation;

3. Expresses satisfaction that important negotiations on
confidence- and security-building measures are currently
taking place at Vienna aimed at building upon and ex-
panding the militarily significant and politically bind-
ing achievements of the Stockholm Conference on
Confidence- and Security-building Measures and Dis-
armament in Europe, which, in relation to the Medi-
terranean, inter alia, confirmed the intention of the
p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  S e c u r i t y  a n d
Co-operation in Europe to develop good-neighbourly
relations with all States of the region, with due regard
to reciprocity, and in the spirit of the principles contained
in the Declaration on Principles Guiding Relations be-
tween Participating States, so as to promote confidence
and security and make peace prevail in the region, in
accordance with the provisions contained in the Medi-
terranean chapter of the Final Act of the Conference
on Security and Co-operation in Europe;

4. Welcomes the agreement reached by the States par-
ticipating in the Vienna Follow-up Meeting of the Con-
ference on Security and Co-operation in Europe to con-
vene a meeting on the Mediterranean at Palma de
Mallorca in 1990, in order to consider ways and means
of further enhancing various aspects of co-operation, in-
cluding the protection and improvement of Mediterra-
nean ecosystems, with the aim of widening the scope
of their co-operation with the non-participating Medi-
terranean States and contributing to the strengthening
of confidence and security in the region;

5. Urges all States to co-operate with the Mediter-
ranean States in the further efforts required to reduce
tension and promote peace, security and co-operation
in the region in accordance with the purposes and prin-
ciples of the Charter of the United Nations and with
the provisions of the Declaration on Principles of In-
ternational Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-
operation among States in accordance with the Char-
ter of the United Nations;

6. Encourages once again efforts to intensify existing
forms and to promote new forms of co-operation in var-
ious fields, particularly those aimed at reducing tension
and strengthening confidence and security in the region;

7. Reaffirms the importance of intensifying and con-
stantly promoting contacts in all fields where common
interests exist in order to eliminate gradually, through
co-operation, the causes preventing the faster social and
economic development of the Mediterranean States, par-
ticularly the developing States of the region;

8 .  Welcomes  any  fur ther  communica t ion  to  the
Secretary-General from all States of proposals, decla-
rations and recommendations on strengthening peace,
security and co-operation in the Mediterranean region;

9. Also welcomes the creation of the Arab Maghreb
Union at Marrakesh, Morocco, on 17 February 1989,
and greets this event as a factor of peace, stability, secu-
rity and development in the region;

10. Invites the States members of the relevant regional
organizations to lend support and to submit to the

Secretary-General concrete ideas and suggestions on
their potential contribution to the strengthening of peace
and co-operation in the Mediterranean region;

11. Renews its invitation to the Secretary-General to give
due attention to the question of peace, security and co-
operation in the Mediterranean region and, if requested
to do so, to render advice and assistance to Mediterra-
nean countries in their concerted efforts in promoting
peace, security and co-operation in the region;

12. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-fifth session, on the basis
of all replies received and notifications submitted in the
implementation of the present resolution and taking into
account the debate on this question during its forty-
fourth session, a detailed report on the strengthening
of security and co-operation in the Mediterranean
region;

13. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-fifth session the item entitled “Strengthening of
security and co-operation in the Mediterranean region”.
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Approved by First Committee (A/44/820) without vote, 30 November (meet-
ing 52); 7-nation draft (A/C.1/44/L.70), orally revised: agenda item 71.

Sponsors: Algeria. Cyprus, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malta, Morocco, Tuni-
sia, Yugoslavia.

Meeting numbers. GA 44th session: 1st Committee 46-52; plenary 81.

South  At lan t ic  zone  of  peace

In 1986,(7) the General Assembly had declared
the Atlantic Ocean, in the region between Africa
and South America, a zone of peace and co-
operation,

In 1988,(8) the Assembly called on States to co-
operate in promoting the objectives of the decla-
ration and to refrain from any action inconsistent
with those objectives. It requested relevant organi-
zations, organs and bodies of the United Nations
to assist States of the zone in implementing the
declaration. The Secretary-General in October
1989 transmitted replies from nine Governments
on its implementation.(9)

The Presidents of Argentina, Brazil, Colombia,
Mexico, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela, at the
Third Meeting of the Permanent Mechanism for
Consultation and Concerted Political Action (Ica,
Peru, 11 and 12 October) issued a declaration(10)
in which they expressed satisfaction at the immi-
nent  resumpt ion  of  negot ia t ions  be tween Argen-
t ina  and  the  Uni ted  Kingdom,  which  would  pro-
mote the objectives of the declaration.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 14 November 1989, the General Assembly
adopted resolution 44/20 by recorded vote.

Zone  o f  peace  and  co-operation
o f  t h e  S o u t h  A t l a n t i c

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 41/11 of 27 October 1986, in

which it solemnly declared the Atlantic Ocean, in the
region situated between Africa and South America, the
“Zone of peace and co-operation of the South Atlantic”,
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Recalling also its resolution 42/16 of 10 November 1987,
in which it urged States of the region to continue their
actions aiming at fulfilling the goals of the declaration,
especially through the adoption and implementation of
specific programmes for this purpose, and its resolution
43/23 of 14 November 1988, in which it commended ini-
tiatives by States of the zone to promote peace and
regional co-operation in the South Atlantic,

Reaffirming that the questions of peace and security and
those of development are interrelated and inseparable,
and considering that co-operation among all States, in
particular those of the region, for peace and develop-
ment is essential to promote the objectives of the zone
of peace and co-operation of the South Atlantic,

Aware of the importance that the States of the zone
attach to the preservation of the region’s environment
and recognizing the threat that pollution from any
source poses to the marine and coastal environment, its
ecological balance and its resources,

Noting with appreciation the efforts of States of the zone
towards fulfilling the goals of the declaration,

1. Takes note of the report submitted by the Secretary-
General in accordance with resolution 43/23;

2. Calls upon all States to co-operate in the promo-
tion of the objectives of peace and co-operation estab-
lished in the declaration of the zone of peace and co-
operation of the South Atlantic and to refrain from any
action inconsistent with those objectives, particularly ac-
tions which may create or aggravate situations of ten-
sion and potential conflict in the region;

3. Welcomes the beginning in April 1989 of the im-
plementation of the United Nations plan for the inde-
pendence of Namibia and looks forward to receiving Na-
mibia very soon as a member of the community of the
States of the zone;

4. Emphasizes the imperative need to preserve the en-
vironment of the region and urges all States to take the
necessary measures in order to ensure its protection from
environmental damage;

5. Urges all States to abstain from transferring to and
disposing in the region hazardous, toxic and nuclear
wastes;

6. Welcomes the assistance that the Office for Ocean
Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the Secretariat and
the United Nations Development Programme are ex-
tending towards the convening by the States of the zone
of two seminars, to be held in the Congo in 1990 and
in Uruguay in 1991, devoted to the review of the devel-
o p m e n t  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  l e g a l  r é g i m e  e s t a b -
lished by the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to keep the im-
p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  r e s o l u t i o n  4 1 / 1 1  u n d e r  r e v i e w  a n d  t o
submit a report to the General Assembly at its forty-
fifth session, taking into account, inter alia, the views ex-
p r e s s e d  b y  M e m b e r  S t a t e s ;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-fifth session the item entitled “Zone of peace and
co-operation of the South Atlantic”.

General Assembly resolution 44/20

14  November 1989 Meeting 55 146-1-2 (recorded vote)

22-nation draft (A/44/L.24); agenda item 33.
Sponsors: Angola, Argentina. Benin, Brazil, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Congo,

Côte d'lvoire, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-
Bissau, Liberia, Nigeria, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone.
Togo. Uruguay, Zaire.

Recorded vote in Assembly as follows:

In favour: Afghanistan. Albania, Algeria, Angola. Argentina, Australia,
Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh. Barbados, Belgium. Benin, Bhu-
tan. Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso,
Burundi, Byelorussian SSR, Cameroon. Cape Verde. Central African Republic,
Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica. Côte d'lvoire,
Cube, Cyprus. Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen,
Denmark, Djibouti. Dominican Republic, Ecuador. Egypt, El Salvador,
Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, German
Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of. Ghana, Greece,
Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Ice-
land, India. Indonesia, Iran, Iraq. Ireland, Israel. Italy, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya,
Kuwait, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia. Maldives,
Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco. Mozam-
bique, Myanmar, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand. Nicaragua. Niger, Ni-
geria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru. Philippines, Poland, Portu-
gal. Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
Samoa. Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles. Sierra
Leone. Singapore. Solomon Islands, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Su-
riname, Swaziland. Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad
and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey. Uganda, Ukrainian SSR, USSR, United Arab
Emirates, United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania. Uruguay, Venezuela.
Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire. Zambia.

Against: United States.
Abstaining: Canada, Japan.
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(1)YUN 1988, p. 27, GA res. 43/84, 7 Dec. 1988. (2)A/44/676.
(3)A/44/551-S/20870. (4)A/44/542-S/20854. (5)A/44/667.
(6)A/44/594. (7)YUN 1986, p. 369, GA res. 41/11, 27 Oct. 1986.
(8)YUN 1988, p. 26, GA res. 43/23, 14 Nov. 1988. (9)A/44/536.
(10)A/44/694.

Protection and security of small States

On 9 August 1989, Maldives requested inclusion
in the agenda of the General Assembly’s forty-fourth
session of an item on the protection and security
of small States.(1) In the accompanying memoran-
dum, Maldives referred to the attempted invasion
of its territory by mercenaries in November 1988,
with the aim of overthrowing the legitimate Govern-
ment. It said that small island States were partic-
ularly vulnerable to such aggression and their best
defence should be found in the Charter and the ma-
chinery established thereby. Small States faced a
cruel choice of either putting their trust in inter-
national machinery, especially the Security Council,
or diverting scarce resources to military purposes
and engaging in possibly encumbering defence agree-
ments with larger Powers. Maldives proposed a num-
ber of measures for strengthening the norms con-
ducive to good order, including giving highest priority
to  f ina l iz ing  and  adopt ing  the  draf t  convent ion
against the recruitment, use, financing and train-
ing  of  mercenar ies .

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 8 December, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the Special Political Committee,
adopted  reso lu t ion  44 /51  wi thou t  vo te .

Protection and security of small States
The General Assembly,
Reaffirming its commitment to international peace and

security,
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Recalling the Declaration on Principles of International
Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation
among States in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations,

Conscious that small States may be particularly vulner-
able to external threats and acts of interference in their
internal affairs and may have special needs consonant
with the right to sovereignty and territorial integrity that
they share with all nations,

Concerned at the danger that mercenaries can repre-
sent for small States,

Recalling with deep concern the various incidents in which
groups of mercenaries have attempted to infringe upon
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of small States,
including the attempted invasion of Maldives in Novem-
ber 1988,

1. Recognizes that small States may be particularly vul-
nerable to external threats and acts of interference in
their internal affairs;

2. Stresses in this regard the significance of the obli-
gation of all States to respect the principle of territorial
integrity and the other principles of the Charter of the
United Nations;

3. Appeals to the relevant regional and international
organizations to provide assistance when requested by
small States for the strengthening of their security in
accordance with the purposes and principles of the
Charter;

4. Urges the Secretary-General to pay special atten-
tion to monitoring the security situation of small States
and to consider making use of the provisions of Article
99 of the Charter;

5. Invites the Secretary-General to explore ways and
means, within the United Nations and in accordance
with the Charter, of preserving the security of small
States;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to hold consulta-
tions with the members of the Security Council and in-
terested Governments and to submit a report to it at
its forty-sixth session on the implementation of the pres-
ent resolution;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-sixth session the item entitled “Protection and
security of small States”.

Genera l  Assembly  r e so lu t ion  44 /51
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Approved by Special Political Committee (A/44/707) without vote. 24 Oc-
tober (meeting 5); 55-nation draft (A/SPC/44/L.4); agenda item 150.

Sponsors: Afghanistan. Antigua and Barbuda, Australia. Bahamas, Bang-
ladesh, Barbados, Belize. Brunei Darussalam, Colombia. Comoros, Cuba,
Cyprus, Democratic Yemen, Djibouti. Dominica, Fiji, Grenada, Guyanan,
India. Indonesia, Jamaica. Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta. Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco. Nepal,
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger. Oman, Pakistan, Panama. Papua New
Guinea. Philippines, Qatar, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines.
Samoa, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka.
Swaziland. Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia. United Arab Emirates, Viet Nam,
Yugoslavia.

Meeting numbers. GA 44th session: SPC 4, 5: plenary 78.

On 4  December ,  the  Assembly ,  by  reso lu t ion
44/34,  adopted the  Internat ional  Convent ion
against  the  Recrui tment ,  Use,  Financing and
Tra in ing  of  Mercenar ies .

REFERENCE
(1)A/44/192.

Follow-up to
International Year of Peace (1986)

In response to a 1987 General Assembly re-
quest,(1) the Secretary-General in October 1989(2)
reported on the achievements of the International
Year of Peace (IYP), proclaimed by the Assembly
in 1985(3) and observed in 1986.(4) The IYP pro-
gramme, designed to stimulate action in the pro-
motion of peace, international security and co-
operation, strengthen the United Nations as an in-
strument of peace and focus attention on the basic
requirements for peace, encouraged participation
at  the internat ional ,  nat ional  and grass-roots
levels. IYP activities were coordinated by the Peace
Studies Unit of the Department of Political and
Security Council Affairs and financed from the
Voluntary Trust Fund for the Promotion of Peace.
As at 31 August 1989, the Fund totalled $22,000
in convertible currencies and $790,000 in non-
convertible currencies.

In 1989, the theme for International Day of
Peace, “Peace for the Future of the Earth”, was
highlighted in a television programme produced
by the United Nations in collaboration with the
International Peace Child Foundation. Among
other peace activities were: an international con-
ference (Mt. Abu, India, February 1989) at which
the Mt. Abu Declaration of Principles for Co-
operation was adopted;(5) the second meeting of
Peace Messenger cities (Warsaw, Poland, Septem-
ber) for the promotion of peace and fostering
greater global awareness, which adopted the War-
saw Peace Appeal marking the fiftieth anniversary
of the outbreak of the Second World War;(6) a
Conference on Visions of a Peaceful World, or-
ganized by the Polish Peace Committee in April,
and two international conferences on the role of
women in the promotion of peace and the preser-
vation of the environment, hosted by the Soviet
Women’s Peace Committee; an International Con-
gress on Peace in the Minds of Men, sponsored
by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural  Organizat ion (Yamoussoukro,  Côte
d'Ivoire, June/July); and the first International
Peace Olympiad organized by Greece in March.
In addition, a variety of information materials
were prepared and disseminated by the Peace
Studies Unit, non-governmental organizations and
academic institutions.

Other  developments  in  the  promot ion  of  peace
included the growing interest in the study and
p r a c t i c e  o f  c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n  a n d  m e d i a t i o n ,
through a variety of conferences, courses and semi-
nars; the increased emphasis on peace education
in primary and secondary schools; new initiatives
in the field of science and technology for peace,
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including the 1988 General Assembly proclama-
tion(7) of the “International Week of Science and
Peace” to be observed each November; the Con-
ference in Search of the True Meaning of Peace
(San José, Costa Rica, June),(8) which adopted
the Declaration of Human Responsibilities for
Peace and Sustainable  Development;  and in-
creased academic research on aspects of peace-
keeping, peacemaking and peace-building. The
Secretary-General noted that the United Nations
was an important centre and catalyst for the pro-
motion of peace efforts and suggested that Mem-
ber States and interested organizations should
keep it informed of relevant peace initiatives.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 24 October 1989, the General Assembly
adopted resolution 44/11 without vote.

Achievements of the International Year of Peace
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 40/3 of 24 October 1985, in the

annex to which it solemnly proclaimed 1986 to be the
International Year of Peace,

Recalling also its resolution 40/10 of 11 November 1985,
in which it took note of the programme of the Interna-
tional Year of Peace,

Recalling further its resolution 42/13 of 28 October 1987,
in which it requested the Secretary-General to submit
a report on the achievements of the International Year
of Peace to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth
session,

Noting that the numerous efforts and activities under-
taken by Member States and by non-governmental or-
ganizations have inspired a concrete and substantive di-
alogue among nations, peoples and persons in pursuit
of the goal of true peace,

Recognizing that the objectives of the Year helped to
strengthen the United Nations as an instrument of
peace, stimulating action for the promotion of interna-
tional peace and security, co-operation and the peace-
ful settlement of disputes,

Welcoming the positive change in the international po-
litical climate from confrontation to co-operation, un-
derstanding among States and the pursuit of dialogue,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report on the
achievements of the International Year of Peace submit-
ted by the Secretary-General in accordance with reso-
lution 42/13;

2. Expresses its satisfaction at the activities which have
taken place since the Proclamation of the International
Year of Peace, as documented in the report of the
Secretary-General;

3. Recognizes the important contribution of the In-
ternational Year of Peace and supports the efforts made

by the international community in carrying out activi-
ties designed to strengthen the United Nations as an in-
strument of peace and to focus attention on the basic
elements of peace, such as social and economic devel-
opment, disarmament, human rights and fundamental
freedoms, preparation for life in peace, the ecological
balance, protection of the environment and improve-
ment of the quality of life;

4. Commends the initiative taken by the Secretary-
General to place greater and greater emphasis each year
on the observance, on the third Tuesday of September,
of the International Day of Peace, established by the
General Assembly in its resolution 36/67 of 30 Novem-
ber 1981, as a reminder that the Assembly meets every
year at that time to work for peace;

5. Emphasizes the importance of education for peace,
especially at the primary and secondary levels, and ex-
presses satisfaction at its inclusion in many education
and  teacher - t ra in ing  programmes  tha t  have  been
launched and have received favourable evaluations;

6. Urges all those interested in the promotion and
attainment of the goals of the International Year of Peace
to support the programmes of the Peace Studies Unit
of the Department of Political and Security Council Af-
fairs of the Secretariat by making voluntary contribu-
tions to the Trust Fund for the Promotion of Peace;

7. Urges Member States, intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations and the world community
to persevere in these efforts, developing initiatives con-
ducive to the objectives of the Year, and to join the
United Nations in its noble purpose of ensuring that
humanity reaches the threshold of the twenty-first cen-
tury in the full enjoyment of a stable and lasting peace;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to invite Member
Sta tes  and  in te res ted  organiza t ions  to  in form the
Secretariat of their activities and initiatives in pursuit
of those ends and to submit to the General Assembly
at its forty-sixth session, under an item entitled “Pro-
grammes and activities to promote peace in the world”,
a report on the development of relevant programmes
and activities.

General Assembly resolution 44/11
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46-nation draft (A/44/L.15 & Add.1); agenda item 21.
Sponsors: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados,

Bolivia, Cameroon. Colombia, Costa Rica, Côte d'lvoire, Chile, Cyprus,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Fiji, German Democratic Repub-
lic, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyanan, Honduras, Jamaica, Mauritius. Mexico.
Morocco, Nepal, Nicaragua. Pakistan, Papua New Guinea. Paraguay. Peru.
Philippines, Poland, Romania, Saint Lucia, Samoa, Senegal, Sierra Leone,
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Thailand, Togo, Ukrainian SSR, Uruguay,
Yugoslavia.

Meeting numbers. GA 44th session: plenary 37, 43, 55.
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