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Economic and social questions

Chapter XII

Social and cultural development,
crime prevention and human resources

The United Nations continued in 1990 to dis-
seminate data on the world social situation, par-
ticularly in regard to the developing countries, in
order to promote policy measures based on accu-
rate knowledge of the specific interrelationships
among economic growth, human development
and social progress in the achievement of overall
development. It moreover continued to examine
the question of social justice and ways in which it
could be achieved for all.

A major event of the year was the Eighth
United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, held in
Havana, Cuba, in August/September. It adopted
28 substantive resolutions and recommended to
the General Assembly 13 draft instruments and
resolutions that emerged from its deliberations
on international co-operation in crime preven-
tion and criminal justice; criminal justice policies
in relation to problems of imprisonment, other
penal sanctions and alternative measures; effec-
tive national and international action against or-
ganized crime and terrorist criminal activities;
and policy approaches to delinquency preven-
tion, juvenile justice and protection of the young.

The Assembly welcomed the Congress resolu-
tions and instruments and invited Governments
to be guided by them when formulating legisla-
tion and policy directives. In adopting the Con-
gress recommendations on international co-
operation for crime prevention and criminal
justice in the context of development, the Assem-
bly called for the Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice Branch of the Centre for Social Develop-
ment and Humanitarian Affairs, as the only pro-
fessional and specialized entity within the UN
system with overall responsibility for its crime
prevention and criminal justice programme, to
be strengthened in terms of both human and fi-
nancial resources. On the basis of a report of the
Committee on Crime Prevention and Control,
the Assembly established an intergovernmental
working group to elaborate proposals for an ef-
fective crime prevention and criminal justice pro-
gramme and to suggest how it could be imple-
mented.

In taking note of the Secretary-General’s re-
port on developing human resources for devel-

opment and of the human-centred approach to
the development process set out in the Human De-
velopment Report 1990, sponsored by the United
Nations Development Programme (unor), the
Assembly called on the international community
to support the efforts of developing countries in
human resources development, in accordance
with their national priorities and plans, through,
among other means, operational activities of the
UN system. It encouraged the Secretary-General
to continue to explore new modalities for greater
interfacing among autonomous UN research
bodies in order to enhance co-operation among
them. It also appealed for financial contributions
to the Endowment Fund of the United Nations
University and to the University for Peace to en-
sure their smooth operation.

In observance of 1990 as International Liter-
acy Year, the World Conference on Education for
All was held in Jomtien, Thailand, in March.
Sponsored by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, UNDP, the
United Nations Children’s Fund and the World
Bank, the Conference adopted the World Decla-
ration on Education for All and a Framework for
Action to Meet Basic Learning Needs.

Social and cultural development

Social aspects of development

World social situation

In March, the Secretary-General submitted to
the General Assembly, through the Economic
and Social Council, a supplement [A/45/137-
E/1990/35] to the 1989 Report on the World Social
Situation [Sales No. E.89.Iv.1]. Prepared in response
to Council resolution 1989/72 [YUN 1989, p. 602],
the supplementary report provided an overview
of general trends in the main indicators of the so-
cial situation and living standards world wide in
the 1980s—output, consumption and investment
per capita, government expenditure on social
services, literacy and education levels, nutrition
levels, infant mortality and life expectancy at
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birth-particularly in developing countries. It
analysed the relationship between trends in the
world economy and in the social situation, in-
cluding projections in economic conditions,
population, health and education to the year
2000, traced the impact of structural adjustment
and of the developing countries’ external indebt-
edness on the social situation and examined the
likely impact on the 1990s of developments in the
1980s, especially the substantially changed per-
ceptions as to the nature of policies to address
economic and social problems and public de-
mand for government accountability.

The report found that although sustained
high growth in Asia’s larger countries ensured
that one third of the total population in develop-
ing countries benefited from a growth rate in
gross domestic product (eor) per capita exceed-
ing 3 per cent a year in the 1980s, in the remain-
ing two thirds it grew by no more than 1 per cent a
year. At the end of the decade, some 20 per cent
of the world’s population, or about 1 billion peo-
ple, lived in conditions of absolute poverty, of
whom 55 per cent were concentrated in Asia and
38 per cent in Africa. There was ample evidence
of a deterioration in living conditions and an ag-
gravation of problems of poverty in virtually all
major regions of developing countries; on the
other hand, progress was possible in some areas
in spite of economic difficulties, notably in
health.

The report noted the strong correlation be-
tween economic and social conditions; thus, in
countries where the cor per capita was high, so
were the social indicators. Several developing
countries with low GDP per capita, however, had
been able to secure some social conditions not far
distant from those in high-income developed
countries, due especially to public intervention to
secure more egalitarian patterns of growth and
access to social services, including provision of
nutrition, health and education. New priorities
arising from growth in population and changes
in its composition, as well as a rapidly growing la-
bour force and the increasing complexity and
technical sophistication of all economies, would
require involvement principally of Governments
but also of private institutions in economic and
social development.

Slow growth, stagnation and declines in per
capita income adversely affected the social situa-
tion in developing countries, especially in Africa
and Latin America, in many of which living con-
ditions were lower in 1989 than they were in 1970.
Apart from natural disasters, military conflicts
and other calamities, structural adjustment and
external indebtedness also had distinct effects on

the social situation. Transfers abroad to service
debt directly reduced resources for domestic use.
All these contributed to reducing current and fu-
ture levels of investment and living standards.

Prospects for improvements in social condi-
tions at the beginning of the 1990s, however,
seemed far more propitious than at the begin-
ning of the previous decade. Regional conflicts
that caused enormous social misery had con-
cluded or were proceeding to conclusion. Dra-
matic new opportunities had been opened for re-
ducing armaments and expenditures on them.
There was a fresh wind bringing countries to-
gether in co-operative endeavour seeking solu-
tions to such global problems as acquired immu-
nodeficiency syndrome (aips), illicit drug
production and trafficking and drug abuse, and
environmental degradation. The evolution of the
European Economic Community into one mar-
ket presaged opportunities for faster growth in
the Community’s economies. Rapid changes in
political and economic institutions in the USSR
and Eastern Europe were likely to release new en-
ergies spurred by new incentives. The wide-
spread application of new technologies that came
into their own in the 1980s were expected to raise
productivity, especially in developed countries.

The principal challenge of development in the
1990s, the report stated, was to reverse the nega-
tive trends that characterized the 1980s—prob-
lems of poverty on a mass scale, persistent malnu-
trition, recurrent starvation of large masses in
sub-Saharan Africa-the necessary condition for
which lay in the lightening of international debt
burdens, as well as in a more open trading sys-
tem. While the case for State provision of certain
essential functions to improve social conditions
remained unquestioned, a more dynamic private
initiative had increasingly been seen as an impor-
tant source of impulses to social and economic
development. Barrier-breaking communications
technologies and economic changes that acceler-
ated the movement of ideas, capital and people in
the 1980s had resulted in the emergence of a
strengthened perception of a shared destiny of
all mankind.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION
On 24 May, the Economic and Social Council
adopted resolution 1990/28.

World social situation

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 1989/72 of 24 May 1989 and
taking note of General Assembly resolution 44/56 of 8
December 1989,

Bearing in mind that in paragraph 10 of General As-
sembly resolution 44/56 the Secretary-General was re-
quested to submit an interim report on the world social
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situation to the Assembly in 1991, through the Commis-
sion for Social Development and the Economic and So-
cial Council,

Bearing in mind also paragraph 3 of Council resolu-
tion 1989/72,

Having considered the supplement to the 1989 Report
on the World Social Situation,

Noting with satisfaction that the supplement takes into
account- the concerns and guidelines specified in
Council resolution 1989/72.

Bearing in mind the importance of the report on the
world social situation for increasing awareness of the
advances made towards the goals of social progress and
better standards of living, established in the Charter of
the United Nations, and of the obstacles to further pro-
gress,

Concerned about the worsening economic situation in
many developing countries, particularly that of the
least developed countries. including the significant de-
cline in living conditions, the persistence and increase
of widespread poverty in a large number of countries
and the decrease of the main social and economic indi-
cators of those countries,

Believing that there is a need for greater efforts by
the United Nations system to study and disseminate
data on the existing world social situation, particularly
in regard to the developing countries,

1. Decides to include in the agenda of its first regular
session of 1991, bearing in mind paragraph 13 of Gen-
eral Assembly resolution 44/56, an item entitled
“World social situation”. for the purpose of consider-
ing, inter alia, the interim report on the world social
situation and the report requested in paragraph 3 of
Council resolution 1989/72:

2. Requests the Secretary-General, in preparing the
interim report, to take into account paragraph 4 of
Council resolution 1989/72. in which the Secretary-
General was requested, in preparing the 1993 report, to
give high priority to an analysis of the main indicators
of social progress and standards of living, and to make
a comprehensive analysis of the main causes and cir-
cumstances that explain negative trends in those indi-
cators; chapters devoted to the study of specific social
problems were to be related to global economic and so-
cial situations, taking into account both national and
international conditions.

Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/28
24 May 1990 Meeting 13 Adopted without vote

Approved by Second Committee (E/1990/69) without vote, 16 May (meet-
ing 14); draft by Bolivia for Group of 77 (E/1990/C.2/L.7), orally revised;
agenda item 5.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 14 December, the General Assembly
adopted resolution 45/87.

World social situation

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 1392(X1V) of 20 November
1959, 2542(XXI1V) of 11 December 1969, 40/98 and
40/100 of 13 December 1985, 42/49 of 30 November
1987, 43/113 of 8 December 1988 and 44/56 of 8 De-
cember 1989 and Economic and Social Council resolu-
tions 1987/39, 1987/40, 1987/46 and 1987/52 of 28
May 1987, 1989/72 of 24 May 1989 and Council decision

1989/113 of 28 July 1989, and taking note of Council
resolution 1990/28 of 24 May 1990.

Bearing in mind the objective of improving the well-
being of the world’s population on the basis of the full
and equal participation of all members of society in the
process of development and the fair distribution to
them of the benefits therefrom,

Conscious that each country has the sovereign right
freely to adopt the economic and social system that it
deems the most appropriate and that each Government
has the primary responsibility of ensuring the social
progress and well-being of the people,

Convinced of the urgent need to eradicate policies
and practices that hinder social progress, including ra-
cism and racial discrimination, in particular apartheid,

Convinced also that the pace of development in the de-
veloping countries should be accelerated substantially
in order to enable them to achieve that objective, espe-
cially to meet the basic needs for food, housing, educa-
tion, employment and health care and to struggle
against scourges which endanger the health and well-
being of their population,

Deeply concerned about the worsening. economic
situation in many developing countries, particularly in
the least developed countries. as evidenced by the sig-
nificant decline in living conditions, the persistence
and increase of widespread poverty in a large number
of countries and the decline of the main social and eco-
nomic indicators of those countries,

Bearing in mind the importance of the 1989 Report on
the World Social Situation for increasing awareness of the
advances made towards the goals of social progress and
better standards of living, established in the Charter of
the United Nations, and of the obstacles to further pro-

ress,

¢ Believing that there is a need for greater efforts by the
United Nations system to study and disseminate data
on the existing world social situation, particularly in re-
gard to the developing countries,

Taking note of the deliberations on the question of
the world social situation by the Economic and Social
Council at its first regular session of 1990,

Having considered the supplement to the 1989 Report
on the World Social Situation.

1. Notes with satisfaction that the supplement to the
1989 Report on the World Social Situation takes into ac-
count the concerns and guidelines specified in General
Assembly resolution 44/56 and Economic and Social
Council resolution 1989/72;

2. Recalls the 1989 Report on the World Social Situa-
tion, in particular the information on the critical situa-
tion in Africa contained in the annex to the report;

3. Notes with satisfaction the increasing awareness of
the importance of formulating policy measures at all
levels based on the interrelationships between eco-
nomic growth, human development and social pro-
gress in the achievement of overall development;

4. Notes with deep concern the continuing deteriora-
tion of the economic and social situation in many devel-
oping countries, in particular in the least developed
countries, whose numbers have increased over the
years;

5. Notes also with deep concern the substantial weak-
ening of the overall position of the developing coun-
tries in international trade and finance. which has been
made worse by a long-term downward trend in com-
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modity prices, a serious deterioration in the terms of
trade, the net transfer of resources from developing
countries, protectionism and the serious debt burden,
combined with high real interest rates;

6. Reaffirms the commitments and policies for inter-
national development co-operation as set out in the
Declaration on International Economic Co-operation,
in particular the Revitalization of Economic Growth
and Development of the Developing Countries,
adopted by the General Assembly at its eighteenth spe-
cial session;

7. Reaffirms also the principles and objectives of the
Declaration on Social Progress and Development and
calls for their effective realization as a means of attain-
ing a more equitable world social situation;

8. Calls upon all Member States to promote eco-
nomic development and social progress by the formu-
lation and implementation of an interrelated set of
policy measures to achieve the goals and objectives es-
tablished within the framework of national plans and
priorities for employment, education, health, nutri-
tion, housing facilities, crime prevention, the well-
being of children, equal opportunities for the disabled
and the aging, full participation of youth in the devel-
opment process and full integration and participation
of women in development;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to continue mon-
itoring the world social situation in depth on a regular
basis and, in accordance with paragraph 10 of resolu-
tion 44/56, to submit an interim report to the General
Assembly at its forty-sixth session, through the Com-
mission for Social Development and the Economic and
Social Council, and a full report in 1993;

10. Endorses the request of the Economic and Social
Council, in paragraph 2 of its resolution 1990/28, that
the Secretary-General take into account, in preparing
the interim report, paragraph 4 of Council resolution
1989/72;

11, Also endorses the request made in paragraph 3 of
Council resolution 1989/72 regarding the submission
of a report by the Secretary-General to the General As-
sembly at its forty-sixth session, through the Economic
and Social Council, on the work being done within the
United Nations system to improve and further develop
quantitative and qualitative indicators that measure ac-
curately the social condition and the standard of living
of the world’s population, particularly in developing
countries:

12. Requests the Secretary-General to make the nec-
essary arrangements to ensure the wider dissemination
of reports on the world social situation;

13. Invites the organs, organizations and bodies of
the United Nations system to co-operate fully with the
Secretary-General in the preparation of future reports
by making available all relevant information pertain-
ing to their respective areas of competence and, in this
connection, requests the Secretary-General to convene
an inter-agency meeting before the preparation of the
report;

14. Decides to include the item entitled *“World so-
cial situation” in the provisional agenda of its forty-
sixth session for the purpose of considering, inter alia,
the interim report and the report mentioned in para-
graph 11 above, and in the provisional agenda of its
forty-eighth session for the purpose of considering the
next full report in 1993.

General Assembly resolution 45/87

14 December 1990 Meeting 68 146-1-4 (recorded vote)

Approved by Third Committee (A/45/746) by recorded vote (112-1-4), 9
November (meeting 37); draft by Bolivia for Group of 77
(A/C.3/45/L.18/Rev.1), orally corrected: agenda item 90.

Meeting numbers. GA 45th session: 3rd Committee 11-17, 25, 37; plenary
68.

Recorded vote in Assembly as follows:

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados,
Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darus-
salam, Bulgaria. Burkina Faso, Burundi, Byelorussian SSR, Cameroon,
Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Co-
lombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cote d’lvoire, Cuba, Cyprus,
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Djibouti. Dominica, Dominican Republic. Ec-
uador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia,
Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Hon-
duras. Hungary, Iceland. India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Ja-
maica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jama-
hiriya, Liechtenstein. Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Mo-
rocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zea-
land, Nicaragua. Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New
Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania,
Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grena-
dines, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singa-
pore. Solomon Islands. Somalia. Spain. Sri Lanka. Sudan. Suriname.
Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian SSR, USSR, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu. Venezuela.
Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Against: United States.

Abstaining: Germany, Israel, Japan, United Kingdom.

Achievement of social justice

On 24 May, the Economic and Social Council
adopted resolution 1990/25.

Achievement of social justice

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 42/49 of 30
November 1987 and 44/55 of 8 December 1989 and
Council resolutions 1988/46 of May 1988 and 1989/71
of 24 May 1989,

Recalling also the pledge made by States Members of
the United Nations in the Charter to take joint and
separate action to promote higher standards of living,
full employment and conditions of economic and so-
cial progress and development,

Recognizing that more extensive international and re-
gional co-operation is important for promoting social
justice,

Bearing in mind that, in accordance with the Declara-
tion on Social Progress and Development, social pro-
gress and development must be founded on respect for
the dignity and value of the human person and must
ensure the promotion of human rights and social jus-
tice,

Mindful of the Guiding Principles for Developmen-
tal Social Welfare Policies and Programmes in the Near
Future, the Nairobi Forward-look&g Strategies for the
Advancement of Women, the World Programme of Ac-
tion concerning Disabled Persons and the Interna-
tional Plan of Action on Aging,

Persuaded of the importance of taking measures to
ensure co-ordination within the United Nations sys-
tem in order to develop a comprehensive approach to
developmental social welfare, including better inte-
grated and mutually supportive economic and social
development policies, aimed at the achievement of so-
cial justice,
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1. Confirms that social justice is one of the most im-
portant goals of social progress;

2. Reaffirm that the common purpose of the inter-
national community must be to forge from varied eco-
nomic, social and political conditions a global environ-
ment of sustained development, full enjoyment of
human rights and fundamental freedoms and social
justice and peace:

3. Reaffirms the importance of co-operation among-
countries in the promotion of a climate conducive to
the achievement by individual countries of the goals of
development and social justice and progress;

4. Considers that such co-operation and the promo-
tion thereof should continue to be a major focus of ac-
tivities of the United Nations in accordance with the
principles of the Charter;

5. Calls upon Member States, in elaborating policies
in the field of social development and the social situa-
tion of all population groups, to take into considera-
tion the importance of achieving social justice for all;

6. Recommends that the Secretary-General. in pre-
paring studies and reports on social problems, exam-
ine the question of social justice and the ways in which
it can be achieved;

7. Requests the Commission for Social Development
to consider the question of social justice and possible
avenues of international co-operation for promoting
social progress.

Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/25

24 May 1990 Meeting 13 Adopted without vote

Approved by Second Committee (E/1990/69) without vote, 16 May (meet-
ing 13); B-nation draft (E/1990/C.2/L.4) orally revised: agenda item 5.

Sponsors) Algeria, Byelorussian SSR, Colombia, Ecuador, Ukrainian
SSR, USSR.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 14 December, the General Assembly
adopted resolution 45/86.

Achievement of social justice

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 42/49 of 30 November 1987
and 44/55 of 8 December 1989, as well as Economic
and Social Council resolutions 1988/46 of 27 May 1988
and 1989/71 of 24 May 1989, and taking note of Coun-
cil resolution 1990/25 of 24 May 1990.

Recalling also the pledge made by States Members of
the United Nations in the Charter to take joint and
separate action to promote higher standards of living,
full employment and conditions of economic and so-
cial progress and development,

Recognizing that more extensive international and
regional co-operation is important for promoting so-
cial progress at the national level,

Bearing in mind that, in accordance with the Declara-
tion on Social Progress and Development, social pro-
gress and development shall be founded on respect for
the dignity and value of the human person and shall
ensure the promotion of human rights and social jus-
tice,

Mindful of the Guiding Principles for Developmen-
tal Social Welfare Policies and Programmes in the Near
Future, the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women, the World Programme of Ac-
tion concerning Disabled Persons and the Interna-
tional Plan of Action on Aging,

Persuaded of the importance of taking measures to
ensure co-ordination within the United Nations sys-
tem in order to develop a comprehensive approach to
developmental social welfare, including better inte-
grated and mutually supportive economic and social
development policies, aimed at the achievement of so-
cial justice,

1. Confirms that social justice is one of the most im-
portant goals of social progress;

2. Reaffirms that the common purpose of the inter-
national community must be to forge from varied eco-
nomic, social and political conditions a global environ-
ment of sustained development, full enjoyment of
human rights and fundamental freedoms, and social
justice and peace;

3. Reaffirm the importance of co-operation among
countries in promoting a climate conducive to the
achievement by individual countries of the goals of de-
velopment and social justice and progress;

4. Considers that such co-operation and its promo-
tion should continue to be a major focus of activities of
the United Nations, in accordance with the principles
of the Charter of the United Nations:

5. Calls upon Member States, in elaborating policies
in the field of social development and for the improve-
ment of the social situation of all population groups, to
take into consideration the importance of achieving so-
cial justice for all;

6. Recommends that the Secretary-General, in pre-
paring studies and reports on social problems, should
examine the question of social justice and ways in
which it could be achieved;

7. Requests the Commission for Social Development,
at its next regular session, to consider the question of
achieving social justice.

General Assembly resolution 45/86
14 December 1990 Meeting 68 Adopted without vote

Approved by Third Committee (A/45/746) without vote, 9 November
(meeting 37); 3-nation draft (A/C.3/45/L.16); agenda item 90.

Sponsors: Byelorussian SSR, Ecuador, Ukrainian SSR.

Meeting numbers. GA 45th session: 3rd Committee 11-17, 25, 37; plenary
68.

Social welfare

Guiding Principles for
Social Welfare Policies and Programmes

Negative social consequences of alcohol use
On 18 September, Norway transmitted to the
Secretary-General a report on the Expert Meet-
ing on the Negative Social Consequences of Alco-
hol Use (Oslo, 27-31 August) [A/C.3/45/3]. The
Meeting was organized in response to Economic
and Social Council resolution 1989/49 [YUN 1989,
p. 6091, which had requested the Secretary-
General to consider following up the recommen-
dations of the 1987 Interregional Consultation
on Developmental Social Welfare Policies and
Programmes [yun 1987, p. 616] by, inter alia, carry-
ing out a study on the negative social conse-
quences of alcohol use, based on the report of an
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expert meeting. Convened by Norway’s Ministry
of Health and Social Affairs with substantive sup-
port by the UN Centre for Social Development
and Humanitarian Affairs in Vienna, the Meet-
ing sought to identify those social measures that
might appropriately be taken in different na-
tional circumstances, as well as at the interna-
tional level, to meet the challenges posed by the
negative social consequences of alcohol use. It
discussed trends in alcohol consumption and the
economic importance of production and trade in
alcohol; the economic and social costs of alcohol
consumption; the socio-cultural differences in
alcohol-related behaviour; and prevention and
limitation of alcohol-related damage.

The Meeting recommended that the
Secretary-General assign high priority to ques-
tions concerning the negative social conse-
quences of alcohol use in the work programmes
related to social development, advancement of
women, crime prevention, youth, children and
human settlements; include the topic in the
follow-up to the Guiding Principles for Develop-
mental Social Welfare Policies and Programmes
in the Near Future [YUN 1987, p. 616]; initiate stud-
ies and organize technical meetings aimed at de-
veloping improved indicators of social problems
related to alcohol use and at increasing under-
standing of the prevalence and causes of such
problems in order to facilitate prevention; incor-
porate alcohol-related themes in the preparatory
work for the International Year of the Family in
1994; initiate preparations to convene by 1994 a
global conference on the social, economic and
environmental impact of alcohol production and
consumption on development; and undertake
studies, provide technical advisory services and
organize policy-oriented meetings targeted to
wards developing countries’ needs in alcohol
control. Other recommendations called for seek-
ing donor assistance for the foregoing activities
and for bringing the Meeting’s report and rec-
ommendations to the attention of the Commis-
sion for Social Development and other relevant
commissions, committees and specialized agen-
cies for appropriate follow-up action.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 14 December, the General Assembly
adopted resolution 45/134.

Follow-up to the Guiding Principles for
Developmental Social Welfare Policies and
Programmes in the Near Future, and the
negative social consequences of alcohol use
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 42/125 of 7 December 1987,
in which, inter alia it endorsed the Guiding Principles
for Developmental Social Welfare Policies and Pro-

grammes in the Near Future, adopted by the Interre-
gional Consultation on Developmental Social Welfare
Policies and Programmes,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolu-
tion 1989/49 of 24 May 1989 concerning the follow-up
to the Guiding Principles, in which the Council re-
quested the Secretary-General, inter alia, to carry out a
study on the negative social consequences of alcohol
use, based on the report of an expert meeting to be con-
vened on the question,

Convinced that the dangerous dimension of alcohol
use requires sustained action for the implementation
of a comprehensive international response, based on a
common-effort by all States,

1. Notes with appreciation the holding of the Expert
Meeting on the Negative Social Consequences of Alco-
hol Use at Oslo from 27 to 31 August 1990, which was
convened by the Government of Norway with the sub-
stantive support of the Centre for Social Development
and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat;

2. Takes note of the report of the Expert Meeting
and requests the Secretary-General to make the report
available to the Commission for Social Development at
its thirty-second session:

3. Invitess Member States to submit their comments
on the report of the Expert Meeting to the Commis-
sion for Social Development at its thirty-second ses-
sion;

4. Requests the Commission for Social Development
to report on its discussions of the report and the com-
ments from Member States to the Economic and Social
Council at its first regular session of 1991 with propos-
als for future action.

General Assembly resolution 45/134
14 December 1990 Meeting 68 Adopted without vote

Approved by Third Committee (A/45/760), 9 November (meeting 37); 7-
nation draft (A/C.3/45/L.15), orally revised; agenda item 104.

Sponsors: Iceland. Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, Norway, Philip-
pines, Poland, Sweden.

Meeting numbers. GA 45th session: 3rd Committee 11-17, 25, 37; plenary
68.

The family

international Year of the Family (1994)

In response to General Assembly resolution
44/82 [yuN 1989, p. 612], which had proclaimed
1994 as the International Year of the Family, the
Secretary-General reported in August [A/45/365]
regarding preparations for the Year’s observ-
ance. He explained that, as at 1 July, the re-
sponses received from Governments, the UN
system and intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) to his invi-
tation for suggestions on a draft programme for
the Year were insufficient to serve as the basis
for formulating a representative programme.
Follow-up action was undertaken, however, and
consultations had begun with a selected number
of NGOs, as well as with the NGO Standing Com-
mittee of the United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization (unesco).
Contacts had been established with organiza-
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tions and agencies of the UN system for the de-
velopment of a system-wide co-ordinated ap-
proach and action. A number of’ research
institutes were being identified to co-operate
with the United Nations in disseminating infor-
mation on their work relating to the family.

In addition, the Secretary-General had desig-
nated the Director of the Social Development Di-
vision of the United Nations Office at. Vienna as
Co-ordinator for the Year and had established an
organizational secretariat within the Social De-
velopment Division of the Centre for Social De-
velopment and Humanitarian Affairs of the Sec-
retariat. Negotiations with Governments had
begun for the temporary loan of experts and con-
sultants to work closely with the Secretariat on
specific family-related issues.

In December 1990, the Secretary-General sub-
mitted the requested draft programme [E/CN.5/
1991/2] to the Commission for Social Develop-
ment for its consideration in February 1991.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 14 December, the General Assembly
adopted resolution 45/133.

International Year of the Family

The General Assembly,

Guided by the resolve of the peoples of the United
Nations to promote social progress and better stan-
dards of life in larger freedom, with a view to the crea-
tion of conditions of stability and well-being, which are
necessary for peaceful and friendly relations between
nations,

Guided also by the relevant provisions of the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights, the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
and the Declaration on Social Progress and Develop-
ment, according to which the widest possible protec-
tion and assistance should be accorded to the family,

Bearing in mind the Nairobi Forward-looking Strate-
gies for the Advancement of Women and recalling that
by its resolution 42/125 of 7 December 1987 it en-
dorsed the Guiding Principles for Developmental So-
cial Welfare Policies and Programmes in the Near Fu-
ture, which called for social welfare policies to give
greater attention to the family,

Welcoming the entry into force on 2 September 1990
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the
successful conclusion of the World Summit for Chil-
dren, held in New York on 29 and 30 September 1990,
in particular the adoption of the World Declaration on
the Survival, Protection and Development of Children
and the Plan of Action for Implementing the World
Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Develop-
ment of Children in the 1990s,

Recalling its resolutions 42/134 of 7 December 1987
and 43/135 of 8 December 1988 on the need to enhance
international co-operation in the field of the protec-
tion of and assistance to the family, as well as Economic
and Social Council resolutions 1983/23 of 26 May
1983, 1985/29 of 29 May 1985 and 1989/54 of 24 May
1989,

Recalling, in particular, its resolution 44/82 of 8 De-
cember 1989, in which it proclaimed 1994 as the Inter-
national Year of the Family and requested the
Secretary-General to prepare a draft programme for
the preparation for and observance of the Year,

Confident that the Year will offer a unique opportu-
nity for mobilizing efforts, particularly at the local and
national levels, to highlight the importance of the fam-
ily, promote a better understanding of its functions and
problems and strengthen national institutions to for-
mulate, implement and monitor policies in respect of
the family,

Aware that for the Year to be successful and for its im-
pact and practical efficiency to be maximized, ade-
quate preparation and the widespread support of all
Governments, specialized agencies, intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations and the public
are required.

Recognizing the efforts made by Governments at the
local and national levels in carrying out specific oro-
grammes concerning the family,” in which the United
Nations may have an important role to play, and in rais-
ing awareness, increasing understanding and promot-
ing policies that improve the position and well-being of
the family,

Stressing the significant role that non-governmental
organizations may play in the preparation and imple-
mentation of the programme for the Year,

Taking into account its decision 35/424 of 5 December
1980 and Economic and Social Council resolution
1980/67 of 25 July 1980 concerning guidelines for in-
ternational years and anniversaries,

1. Takes note of the note by the Secretary-General,
prepared in pursuance of its resolution 44/82;

2. Welcomes the designation by the Secretary-
General of a Co-ordinator for the International Year of
the Family and the establishment of an organizational
secretariat for the Year within the Social Development
Division of the Centre for Social Development and Hu-
manitarian Affairs of the Secretariat;

3. Invites Governments to contribute resources, in-
cluding staff, to the organizational secretariat;

4. Affirms that the major activities for the observ-
ance of the Year should be concentrated at the local
and national levels and assisted by the United Nations
and its system of organizations, with a view to creating
among Governments, policy-makers and the public a
greater awareness of the family as the natural and fun-
damental unit of society;

5. Invites all Governments, specialized agencies, in-
tergovernmental and non-governmental organizations
concerned, as well as interested national organizations,
to exert all possible efforts in the preparation for and
observance of the Year and to co-operate with the
Secretary-General in achieving the objectives of the
Year;

6. Appeals to the Governments that have not yet
done so to make known to the Secretary-General their
views on the preparation for and observance of the
Year in order to ensure an adequate basis for formulat-
ing the programme for the Year;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to finalize a draft
programme for the preparation for and observance of
the Year and to submit it for consideration by the
Commission for Social Development at its sessibn in
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1991 and by the General Assembly at its forty-sixth
session;

8. Requests the Commission for Social Development
to give priority consideration at its session in 1991 to the
draft programme for the Year;

9. Invites the Commission for Social Development
to ensure that all plans, programmes and activities re-
lated to the family accord with the concept of equality
between women and men as expressed in the Nairobi
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of
Women, and with the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and to
ensure the incorporation of the principles relating to
policies aimed at fostering equality between women
and men, as outlined in the report of the Secretary-
General, into the programme for the Year;

10. Requests the Commission for Social Develop-
ment to inform the Commission on the Status of
Women on the preparations for the Year;

11. Invites all States to take prompt action to estab-
lish national mechanisms, such as co-ordinating com-
mittees, to prepare for, observe and follow up the Year,
in particular for the purpose of planning, stimulating
and harmonizing the activities of the governmental
and non-governmental agencies and organizations
concerned with the preparation for and observance of
the Year,;

12. Requests the Secretary-General to establish a vol-
untary fund for the preparation for and observance of
the Year and invites all States and interested organiza-
tions to contribute to that fund,

13. Also requests the Secretary-General to continue
taking specific measures, through all the communica-
tion media at his disposal, to give widespread publicity
to the activities of the United Nations system in the
area of family issues and to increase the dissemination
of information on the family:

14, Further requests the Secretary-General to submit
a report to the General Assembly at its forty-sixth ses-
sion on the progress made in the preparations for the
Year, and to include therein recommendations and
comments made by the preparatory and co-ordinating
bodies for the Year;

15. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of
its forty-sixth session the item entitled “International
Year of the Family”.

General Assembly resolution 45/133
14 December 1990 Meeting 68 Adopted without vote

Approved by Third Committee (A/45/760), 9 November (meeting 37); 22-
nation draft (A/C.3/45/L.14/Rev.1); agenda item 104.

Meeting numbers. GA 45th session: 3rd Committee 11-17, 25, 37; plenary
68.

Institutional machinery

UN Research Institute for Social Development

The United Nations Research Institute for So-
cial Development (unrisp) continued in 1990 to
implement the research programme approved by
its Board of Directors in 1988 [YUN 1988, p. 609], to
expand and diversify financial support for the
Institute’s activities and to widen technical co-

operation with international agencies and other
research institutes.

According to its November report [E/CN.5/
1991/6] to the Commission for Social Develop-
ment, unrisD completed its country case-studies
for projects dealing with food policy in the world
recession and with patterns of consumption and
related qualitative indicators of development.
Studies were under way on projects dealing with
crisis, adjustment and social change; ethnic con-
flict and development; sustainable development
through people’s participation in resource man-
agement; and the two continuing projects on
refugees. The ground was laid for launching
studies under projects concerning social partici-
pation and the social impact of changes in owner-
ship relations in production; political violence
and social movements; women, environment and
population; and the social dynamics of deforesta-
tion in developing countries. The initial phase of
a new project dealing with the socio-economic
and political consequences of the international
trade in illicit drugs was completed, and prepara-
tions for case-studies on that project were under
way.

UNRISD continued to carry out its research
programme in collaboration with national re-
search teams and scholars drawn from local uni-
versities and other research institutes from all
parts of the world, with strong representation
from developing countries.

During the year, unrisp published a number
of reports, three monographs and eight discus-
sion papers. It also published the second and
third issues of unriso News, providing informa-
tion on unrisp research and other activities.

The 1990 budget and cash flow of uNRrisD re-
flected a sound financial position resulting from
increased core contributions and project fund-
ing, a continuing effort to control expenses and
growing co-operation with other organizations in
programme implementation. Funds available for
expenditure were expected to total $2,709,526.
Expenditure was expected to total $2,650,000, in-
cluding the transfer of an additional $50,000
into the operating reserve, bringing that reserve
to $250,000.

Commission for Social Development

The Commission for Social Development,
which met biennially, was not convened in 1990.

By decision 1990/286 of 9 November, the Eco-
nomic and Social Council decided that the Com-
mission’s thirty-second session, which was to have
been held in Vienna from 13 to 22 February 1991,
would be held from 11 to 20 February,



694

Economic and social questions

Cultural development

World Decade for Cultural Development

In May, the Secretary-General submitted a re-
port [A/45/277-E/1990/77] to the General Assembly
through the Economic and Social Council relat-
ing to the World Decade for Cultural Develop-
ment (1988-1997), proclaimed by Assembly reso-
lution 41/187 [YUN 1986, p. 624]. The report
summarized replies received from nine Govern-
ments and seven UN organs and specialized
agencies to the Secretary-General’s request for
views on the objectives and scope of the global
mid-Decade review in 1993. The Secretary-
General said that, due to the small number of re-
plies received, it was difficult to arrive at defini-
tive conclusions that would be representative of
the world community’s view on the subject. Nev-
ertheless, the information received supported in
principle the idea of conducting a mid-term re-
view and evaluation of the implementation of the
goals of the Decade. Some replies proposed the
convening of an international conference in 1993
for that purpose, with the Intergovernmental
Committee for the Decade, established within
UNESCO, to serve as the preparatory body. Other
replies proposed carrying out the evaluation in
the form of seminars, expert meetings, consulta-
tions and other forums at the regional level un-
der UN and UNESCO auspices. Some Govern-
ments, referring to the very broad spectrum of
objectives in the Decade’s action plan, as well as to
the lack of financial resources, suggested that a
mid-Decade review should concentrate on recon-
sidering some of the objectives and setting out
concrete tasks for the second half of the Decade.
Suggested for discussion during the review were
objectives such as the cultural aspects of the
socio-economic development of developing
countries, especially the least developed among
them, questions of cultural identity, cultural
property and heritage, and problems of a great
number of ethnic groups within a single State.

In an October addendum [A/45/277/Add.1-
E/1990/77/Add.I], the Secretary-General submitted
a summary of the views received from an addi-
tional six Governments.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION
On 27 July, the Economic and Social Council
adopted resolution 1990/88.

World Decade for Cultural Development

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 44/238 of 22
December 1989, in which the Assembly expressed its
support for the conduct of an evaluation at the mid-
point of the World Decade for Cultural Development,

in 1993, under the auspices of the United Nations and
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization,

Taking into account its own resolution 1989/107 of 27
July 1989,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
on the mid-term review of the World Decade for Cul-
tural Development;

2. Invites the Secretary-General and the Director-
General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization to continue their inquiry
into the appropriate means for undertaking a mid-
term review of the World Decade for Cultural Develop-
ment.

Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/88
27 July 1990 Meeting 37 Adopted without vote
Approved by Third Committee (E/1990/116) without vote, 24 July (meet-

ing 17); draft by Bolivia for Group of 77 (E/1990/C.3/L.15), revised fol-
lowing informal consultations; agenda item 10.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 21 December, the General Assembly
adopted resolution 45/189.

World Decade for Cultural Development

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 41/187 of 8 December 1986,
in which it proclaimed the period of 1988-1997 the
World Decade for Cultural Development,

Taking into account its resolution 44/238 of 22 De-
cember 1989, in which it expressed its support for the
conduct of an evaluation at the mid-point of the World
Decade for Cultural Development, in 1993, under the
auspices of the United Nations and the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, in
order to evaluate the implementation of the Plan of Ac-
tion for the Decade,

Taking into account paragraph 87 of the International
Development Strategy for the Fourth United Nations
Development Decade, in which it was stated, inter alia,
that each country has to choose its approach to human
resource and institutional development in accordance
with its national priorities, values, traditions and cul-
ture and stage of-development,

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolu-
tion 1990/88 of 27 July 1990,

Welcoming the progress made by Member States, or-
ganizations and programmes of the United Nations
system and international non-governmental organiza-
tions in the implementation of the Plan of Action for
the World Decade for Cultural Development,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-General on the mid-term review of the
World Decade for Cultural Development;

2. Reaffirms its support for a mid-term review to as-
sess the progress made in implementing the Plan of Ac-
tion for the Decade and to make proposals to further
strengthen activities in this area, taking into account
the changing circumstances and the new realities in the
international community;

3. Invites the regional commissions, in consultation
with Governments and intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations, to carry out, within exist-
ing resources, an evaluation of the cultural factors in-
fluencing the development of the cultural sector as a
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potential creator of jobs and generator of income, for
consideration at the mid-term review of the Decade, in
1993;

4. Recommends that the organs, organizations and
bodies of the United Nations system consider includ-
ing activities relating to the Decade in the programme
for the biennium 1992-1993, and requests them to co-
ordinate those activities;

5. Invites the Secretary-General of the United Na-
tions and the Director-General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization to
include specific proposals on the modalities of a mid-
term review, taking into account the views of Govern-
ments, in the second biennial report on progress in the
implementation of the World Decade for Cultural De-
velopment, to be submitted to the General Assembly at
its forty-sixth session, through the Economic and So-
cial Council:

6. Decides to include, on a biennial basis in its provi-
sional agenda for subsequent sessions, a sub-item enti-
tled “World Decade for Cultural Development” under
the item entitled “Development and international eco-
nomic co-operation”.

General Assembly resolution 45/189
21 December 1990 Meeting 71 Adopted without vote

Approved by Second Committee (A/45/848) without vote, 5 December
(meeting 51); draft by Chairman (A/C.2/45/L.64) based on informal
consultations on draft by Bolivia for Group of 77 (A/C.2/45/L.33);
agenda item 12.

Meeting numbers. GA 45th session: 2nd Committee 13-16, 43, 51; ple-
nary 71.

Revival of the Library of Alexandria

On 12 March [A/45/169-E/1990/45], Egypt trans-
mitted to the Secretary-General the text of the
Aswan Declaration on the revival of the Library
of Alexandria, issued by the inaugural session of
the International Commission for the Revival of
the Ancient Library of Alexandria (Aswan, 13
February). By the Declaration, the Commission
stated that, under the patronage of the President
of Egypt, Hosni Mubarak, the Government was
seeking, in co-operation with unesco and finan-
cial support from the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (unpp) and other public and
private sources, to revive the ancient library in Al-
exandria by restating its legacy in modern terms.
The ancient Library of Alexandria and its associ-
ated museum, the Commission continued, gave
birth to a new intellectual dynamic. By gathering
together all the known sources of knowledge and
organizing them for the purposes of scholarly
study and investigation, they marked the founda-
tion of the modern notion of the research foun-
dation.

The new Alexandria Library, to be constructed
on the site of the palace of the Ptolemies, would
give modern expression to an ancient endeavour.
A contemporary design had been adopted
through an international architecture competi-
tion and plans had been drawn up for a facility
with the latest computer technology to serve as a

research library, open to researchers from all over
the world. Its specialized collections would relate
to Egyptian, Middle-Eastern and Greek civiliza-
tions, the birth of Coptic Christianity, and the
theo-Islamic heritage, with special emphasis on
the history of science and on works that likely
would have been contained in the original li-
brary. Bibliotheca Alexandrina would be a link
with the past and an opening into the future. It
would be unique in being the first library on such
a scale to be designed and constructed with the
assistance of the international community, acting
through the UN system.

The International Commission reiterated the
1987 appeal made by the UNESCO Director-
General to all Governments, international or-
ganizations and NGOs, public and private institu-
tions, funding agencies, librarians, archivists and
the people of all countries to participate by
means of voluntary contributions of all kinds in
the effort to revive the Library of Alexandria.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION

On 11 May, the Economic and Social Council
adopted resolution 1990/2.

Revival of the ancient Library of Alexandria
The Economic and Social Council,

Bearing in mind Articles 13, 55 and 57 of the Charter
of the United Nations concerning the promotion of in-
ternational co-operation in cultural and educational
fields,

Affirming the vital importance of preserving the cul-
tural heritage of societies,

Aware of the four main objectives of the World Dec-
ade for Cultural Development set out in General As-
sembly resolution 41/187 of 8 December 1986,

Welcoming the progress made by Member States and
by international, regional, governmental and non-
governmental organizations towards the development
of activities within the framework of the Decade,

Taking note of the Aswan Declaration, regarding the
project undertaken by the Government of Egypt aimed
at the revival of the ancient Library of Alexandria,

1. Welcomes the goals of the project, which are out-
lined in the Aswan Declaration;

2. Expresses its deep appreciation for the valuable sup-
port provided by the organs and organizations of the
United Nations system, in particular the United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion and the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme, as well as by donor countries, for the efforts of
the Government of Egypt aimed at the revival of the
historical heritage of the Library of Alexandria, which,
owing to its multidisciplinary and international charac-
ter, will serve Egypt as well as the world at large;

3. Invites the international community to continue
to lend support for the efforts of the Government of
Egypt to fulfil the various goals set out in the Aswan
Declaration.
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Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/2
11 May 1990 Meeting 9 Adopted without vote

115-nation draft (E/1990/L.20); agenda item 1.
Meeting numbers. ESC 8, 9.

Crime prevention
and criminal justice

Implementation of Seventh (1985) Crime
Congress recommendations

In response to General Assembly resolution
44/72 [YUN 1989, p. 615], the Secretary-General
submitted a July report [A/45/324] on the imple-
mentation of the resolutions and recommenda-
tions of the Seventh (1985) United Nations Con-
gress on the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment of Offenders [YUN 1985, p. 738]. It was
prepared on the basis of new information re-
ceived from 23 Governments on the subject and
on information previously received from six
other Governments which, because of timing,
could not be included in the Secretary-General’s
1989 report [YUN 1989, p. 615]. The report updated
information on: the Milan Plan of Action and the
Guiding Principles for Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice in the Context of Development
and a New International Economic Order [YUN
1985. p. 738 & 742]; crime prevention in connection
with law reform and socio-economic develop-
ment; improvements in national criminal justice
systems; measures against national discrimina-
tion and apartheid and against the most serious
forms of crime; and international collaboration
against organized crime, illicit drug trafficking
and terrorism. Also updated were measures
taken towards the effective organization of crimi-
nal justice systems and administration of justice,
as well as towards the implementation of the Dec-
laration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims
of Crime and Abuse of Power and of the United
Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Ad-
ministration of Juvenile Justice [YUN 1985, pp. 743 &
747].

The Secretary-General stated that criminal
code and procedure reforms had been under-
taken in a large number of countries and widely
disseminated. The police and the judicial and
corrections systems were being restructured to
strengthen their efficacy in upholding the rule of
law. There was also an evident trend towards de-
criminalization of minor offences so as to allow
greater attention to the control of more serious
crime. Member States had intensified their strug-
gle against the most serious forms of crime, in-
cluding organized crime, terrorism, illicit drug

trafficking and environmental and economic of-
fences. The promulgation and application of
laws and regulations to control and combat such
crimes had often resulted from international
treaties and instruments. Developing countries,
however, had voiced concern about serious
handicaps in their implementation efforts, such
as the lack of skilled personnel and the absence
of training opportunities and of technological
and material means, compounded by the eco-
nomic, social and human costs of crime. The in-
formation received underlined interest in UN
advisory services and other types of aid and
pointed out that national programmes had not al-
ways received appropriate international assist-
ance. The report noted that the UN recommen-
dations constituted policy guidelines by which
Governments could assess and direct their efforts
and provided a basis for harmonizing national
legislations and for viable cooperation among
States.

Eighth UN Crime Congress

Congress preparations

The Secretary-General’s 1989 report [E/AC.57/
1990/51 on preparations for the Eighth United Na-
tions Congress on the Prevention of Crime and
the Treatment of Offenders was submitted to the
Economic and Social Council through the Com-
mittee on Crime Prevention and Control at its
eleventh session in February 1990. That report
described the substantive preparations, includ-
ing regional preparatory meetings, as well as the
organizational preparations, setting out, among
other arrangements, the proposed organization
of work of the Congress and details of proposed
workshops and ancillary meetings to be held dur-
ing the Congress.

As the preparatory body for the Eighth Con-
gress, the Committee on Crime Prevention and
Control recommended for transmission to the
Congress, through the Council, draft resolutions
on: international co-operation for crime preven-
tion and criminal justice in the context of devel-
opment; the functioning and programme of
work of the United Nations in crime prevention
and criminal justice; a draft model treaty for the
prevention of crimes that infringed on the cul-
tural heritage of peoples in the form of movable
property; the role of criminal law in the protec-
tion of nature and the environment; UN stand-
ard minimum rules for non-custodial measures
(the Tokyo rules); prevention of urban crime;
management of criminal justice and the develop-
ment of sentencing policies; basic principles for
the treatment of prisoners; computerization of
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criminal justice; prevention and control of or-
ganized crime; terrorist criminal activities; other
draft model treaties on extradition, on the trans-
fer of proceedings and mutual assistance in
criminal matters, and on the transfer of supervi-
sion of offenders conditionally sentenced or con-
ditionally released; UN guidelines for the pre-
vention of juvenile delinquency; UN rules for the
protection of juveniles deprived of their liberty;
basic principles on the use of force and firearms
by law enforcement officials; basic principles on
the role of lawyers; and guidelines on the role
of prosecutors. In addition, the Committee
adopted a resolution recommending that the
Eighth Congress consider the establishment, un-
der UN auspices, of a world foundation on crime
control and assistance to victims.

An April report [E/1990/36] of the Secretary-
General noted that the new draft instruments an-
nexed to some of those draft resolutions should
make a significant contribution to the develop-
ment of international law and standards in crime
prevention and criminal justice.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION
On 24 May, the Economic and Social Council
adopted resolution 1990/23.

Continuation of preparations for the Eighth
United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 415(V) of 1
December 1950, 32/60 of 8 December 1977, 41/107 of 4
December 1986, 42/59 of 30 November 1987, 43/99 of
8 December 1988 and 44/72 of 8 December 1989,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolu-
tions 1987/49 of 28 May 1987 and 1989/69 of 24 May
1989,

Bearing in mind that the General Assembly and the
Economic and Social Council have reaffirmed in nu-
merous resolutions the importance of the United Na-
tions congresses on the prevention of crime and the
treatment of offenders as global events providing a fo-
rum for the exchange of expertise and experience in
priority areas and for the development of policy op-
tions and international co-operation in the field of
crime,

Having considered the report of the Secretarv-General
on the continuation of preparations for the Eighth
United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime
and the Treatment of Offenders,

1. Takes note of the reports of the regional prepara-
tory meetings for the Eighth United Nations Congress
on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Of-
fenders, held in 1989;

2. Approves the organization of work for the Eighth
Congress, as proposed by the Secretary-General in his
report;

3. Commends the Secretary-General of the Eighth
Congress for the important work done in preparing for
the Congress, in spite of the limited resources avail-
able;

4. Expresses its appreciation to the Committee on
Crime Prevention and Control, which, as the prepara-
tory body for the Congress, has provided overall guid-
ance;

5. Endorses the recommendations contained in the
reports of the regional preparatory meetings for the
Eighth Congress, as reviewed by the Committee on
Crime Prevention and Control. and recommends that
the Congress approve them;

6. Approves the documentation for the Eighth Con-
gress, which was reviewed by the Committee on Crime
Prevention and Control at its tenth and eleventh ses-
sions:

7. Notes with satisfaction the preparations for the two
workshops to be held during the Eighth Congress, one
on alternatives to imprisonment and the other on com-
puterization of the administration of criminal justice;

8. Invites all Governments to attend the Eighth Con-
gress at the highest appropriate level;

9. Invites Governments to finalize their national
preparations for the Eighth Congress, including the
submission of national papers, and to consider includ-
ing members of the Committee on Crime Prevention
and Control and national correspondents in their dele-
gations to the Congress;

10. Welcomes the organization of ancillary meetings
of professional groups during the Congress;

11. Urges the regional commissions, the regional
and interregional institutes for crime prevention and
the treatment of offenders, the specialized agencies
and other entities within the United Nations system,
other intergovernmental organizations concerned,
non-governmental organizations in consultative status
with the Economic and Social Council, professional or-
ganizations and experts to attend the Eighth Congress;

12. Decides to transmit to the Eighth Congress the
draft resolutions recommended by the Committee on
Crime Prevention and Control at its eleventh session.

Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/23
24 May 1990 Meeting 13 Adopted without vote

Approved by Second Committee (E/1990/69) without vote, 11 May (meet-
ing 11); draft by Committee on Crime Prevention and Control
(E/1990/31), orally amended by Italy; agenda item 5.

Convening of Congress

The Eighth United Nations Congress on the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Of-
fenders was held in Havana, Cuba, from 27
August to 7 September 1990, in conformity with
Economic and Social Council resolution 1989/69
[YUN 1989, p. 620]. At its opening meeting on 27
August, the Congress elected Juan Escalona
Reguera, President of the National Assembly of
the People’s Power of the Republic of Cuba, as
President of the Congress. The Director-General
of the United Nations Office at Vienna served as
Secretary-General of the Congress and the Chief
of the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
Branch of the Centre for Social Development
and Humanitarian Affairs served as Executive
Secretary.
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In attendance were delegations from 127
States, observers from Palestine and the African
National Congress, officials of 19 UN offices and
organs and of two UN specialized agencies, and
representatives of six intergovernmental organi-
zations and 46 NGOs. The participants numbered
over 1,200, among whom were 350 experts.

In his message to the Congress, the Secretary-
General highlighted the importance of UN con-
gresses such as the current one in that they influ-
enced national policies on crime prevention and
treatment of offenders. He called for devising
new and more effective means of international
co-operation to prevent crime, reduce victimiza-
tion and improve the quality of justice. He em-
phasized that the Congress provided a unique op-
portunity to examine such key problems as
terrorism, organized crime and corruption, as
well as the penal protection of the environment,
to assess the measures taken and to devise a
global strategy.

Under the overall theme of “International co-
operation in crime prevention and criminal jus-
tice for the twenty-first century”, the agenda in-
cluded five topics: crime prevention and criminal
justice in the context of development: realities
and perspectives of international co-operation;
criminal justice policies in relation to problems
of imprisonment, other penal sanctions and
alternative measures; effective national and in-
ternational action against organized crime and
terrorist criminal activities; prevention of delin-
quency, juvenile justice and the protection of the
young: policy approaches and directions; and
UN norms and guidelines in crime prevention
and criminal justice: implementation and priori-
ties for further standard-setting.

During the Congress, two workshops were
held: one, on alternatives to imprisonment, fo-
cusing on research; the other, on computeriza-
tion of criminal justice information, with practi-
cal demonstrations. A special meeting on
technical co-operation for participants from de-
veloping and potential donor countries was held,
as was a meeting of national correspondents. A
series of ancillary meetings was organized by in-
tergovernmental and non-governmental organi-
zations, which dealt with community participa-
tion in corrections; local crime prevention
policies; children deprived of their liberty; con-
ditions of prisoners awaiting trial in Latin Amer-
ica and Western Europe; priorities for penal re-
form; prevention and prosecution of computer
crime; domestic violence; strategies for increas-
ing the use of alternatives to imprisonment; abo-
lition of the death penalty; recidivism; imple-
mentation of the basic principles embodied in
the UN declaration on victims; independence of

the judiciary; drugs and drug-related crime; im-
plementation of UN standards and rules; and
restoration as an alternative approach to justice.
Meetings of regional groups and of special pro-
fessional interest groups were also held.

The Congress recommended 13 draft instru-
ments and resolutions for adoption by the Gen-
eral Assembly and adopted 3 other instruments
and 30 resolutions and a decision. One resolu-
tion concerned the approval of the Credentials
Committee report and another expressed thanks
to the people and Government of Cuba for their
hospitality. (See below for other resolutions.)

The Congress, on 7 September, adopted its re-
port as a whole [A/CONF.144/28/Rev.1].

Congress instruments and resolutions

Following its deliberations on the agenda item
on crime prevention and criminal justice in the context
of development: realities and perspectives of interna-
tional co-operation, the Eighth Congress recom-
mended two draft resolutions for General As-
sembly action and adopted 15 resolutions, one of
which annexed an international instrument.

One of the two draft resolutions subsequently
adopted by the Assembly was on international
co-operation for crime prevention and criminal
justice in the context of development, which em-
bodied 29 recommendations for a wide range of
measures addressed to Governments, as well as
for concerted action to strengthen international
scientific and technical co-operation in combat-
ing crime and to improve mechanisms for crime
prevention and criminal justice (resolution
45/107). The other was on the review of the
functioning and programme of work of the
United Nations in crime prevention and criminal
justice (resolution 45/108).

The Congress, by its resolution on prevention
of urban crime, recommended that Member
States develop appropriate policies and strategies
relating to the family, children, youth, urban
housing and community development, police
and community co-operation, the justice system,
the prevention of violence and recidivism as well
as of alcohol, drugs and other substance abuse,
crime victims, and publicizing existing social
programmes in those areas. It invited the
Secretary-General to develop the role of the UN
Secretariat in initiating and co-ordinating crime
prevention by various means, including estab-
lishing an international data bank and a founda-
tion for crime prevention.

The resolution annexing the instrument on a
model treaty for the prevention of crimes that in-
fringed on the cultural heritage of peoples in the
form of movable property recommended that
Member States consider the model treaty as a
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framework for negotiating and drawing up bilat-
eral agreements designed to improve co-
operation in the prevention of such crimes and
periodically to inform the Secretary-General of
efforts to conclude such agreements. The related
resolution on the use of an automated informa-
tion exchange to combat crimes against movable
cultural property requested the Secretary-
General to arrange, in co-operation with Mem-
ber States, intergovernmental, non-govern-
mental and other organizations, for the creation
of national and international computer data
bases to be used in preventing and combating
crime against cultural heritage and to contain in-
formation on stolen or illegally exported mov-
able cultural property around the world, national
legislation and international instruments on the
protection of cultural heritage and measures to
combat international traffic in movable cultural
property; it further requested the Secretary-
General to facilitate access to those data bases and
to examine the feasibility of establishing a fund
to be supported by revenues generated from their
use.

The resolution on the role of criminal law in
the protection of nature and the environment
called on Member States to recognize the need to
modify or enact and to enforce national criminal
laws designed to protect nature and the environ-
ment, as well as people threatened by their deteri-
oration; it asked the Secretary-General to encour-
age the incorporation, in future international
conventions for the protection of the environ-
ment, of provisions under which States would be
expected to enact sanctions under national crimi-
nal law, and to prepare a report every five years
on developments in environmental criminal law.

In its resolution on computer-related crimes,
the Congress, concerned by the increase of the
abuse of computers as a modality of economic
crime, recommended that the Committee on
Crime Prevention and Control promote interna-
tional efforts and dissemination of comprehen-
sive guidelines and standards to assist Member
States to deal with such crimes nationally and in-
ternationally; it requested the Secretary-General
to convene an ad hoc expert meeting to submit
proposals for national and international action to
the Committee and to consider producing a tech-
nical publication on the prevention and prosecu-
tion of computer-related crimes. The resolution
on corruption in government recommended that
Member States devise administrative and regula-
tory mechanisms for the prevention of corrupt
practices on the abuse of power; endorsed the
manual on practical measures against corruption
and called for its wide dissemination; and re-
quested the Crime Prevention and Criminal Jus-

tice Branch to develop a draft international code
of conduct for public officials for submission to
the Ninth (1995) United Nations Congress and to
keep the issue of government corruption under
constant review.

The resolution on organized crime invited the
Committee on Crime Prevention and Control to
study the possible establishment of a universal
and/or regional register of judicial sentences im-
posed for offences of trafficking in arms, drugs
and persons, of terrorism, and against ecosys-
tems and cultural property involving transna-
tional modalities, or to explore the possibility of
setting up an improved system of data and infor-
mation exchange. In two related resolutions, one
on racketeering and illicit trafficking in narcotic
drugs and psychotropic substances called for in-
tensified international response against such or-
ganized crimes, with due regard for human
rights and States’ sovereignty and territorial and
political integrity; the other resolution, on meas-
ures against drug addiction, called on States to
strengthen their national policies to combat drug
addiction and called also on UN Members to de-
velop and strengthen international co-operation
to that end.

The resolution on international co-operation
and mutual assistance through training pro-
grammes and exchange of expertise invited
Member States to map out training programmes
on crime prevention and criminal justice within
their sphere of expertise and to make them avail-
able to Member States seeking training, irrespec-
tive of regional affiliation; it recommended that
the United Nations act as the co-ordinating body,
matching Members requiring specific training
with those able to provide it. In its resolution on
consolidation of the role of national correspon-
dents, the Congress, recognizing that the current
system of activating national correspondents
with a view to gathering and exchanging infor-
mation on criminal justice systems and crime pat-
terns needed to be more effective, recommended
defining the specific tasks expected of those cor-
respondents and urged that, in fulfilling their
functions, they pay particular attention to updat-
ing regularly the United Nations Crime and Jus-
tice Information Network. The resolution on de-
velopment of UN criminal justice statistical
surveys called for the active involvement of Mem-
ber States in the design and development of such
surveys and requested the Secretary-General to
appoint an ad hoc expert group to advise him on
survey design, development, implementation
and analysis and to make recommendations to
the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control
on how to involve Member States in survey devel-
opment.
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The resolution on the social aspects of crime
prevention and criminal justice in the context of
development appealed to Member States to de-
velop their economic policies with, inter alia, the
aim of reducing crime by combating corruption,
drug trafficking and any form of exploitation;
considered that the social aspects of develop-
ment, being an important factor in the achieve-
ment of the objectives of the strategy for crime
prevention and criminal justice, should be given
higher priority within the UN system; supported
international action to protect the environment
from further deterioration to ensure better living
conditions and to harmonize existing interna-
tional instruments entailing penal sanctions un-
der national criminal law; and requested the
Secretary-General to consider the preparation of
a manual on enhancing the role of education in
criminal justice policies at all educational levels
in the training of criminal justice staff, taking
into account the relevant recommendations by
the Economic and Social Council.

The resolution on support for the UN African
Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment of Offenders urged those African
Member States that had acceded to the statute of
the Institute to meet their financial obligations,
thereby providing a sound basis for its function-
ing, and urged those that had not acceded to do
so in order to broaden its support base. The reso-
lution on the support for the UN Latin American
Institute for the Prevention of Crime and Treat-
ment of Offenders requested the UN Secretariat
to support and promote technical and financial
co-operation between developed and developing
countries with regard to crime prevention, crimi-
nal justice and human rights; appealed to the
Latin American and Caribbean Governments to
make technical and financial contributions to-
wards sustaining and expanding the Institute’s
programmes; and urged developed countries
outside the Latin American region, UNDP, the
Department of Technical Co-operation for De-
velopment and other international agencies and
funds to offer greater technical and financial
support to the region through the Institute.

Under the agenda item on criminal justice poli-
cies in relation to problem of imprisonment, other pe-
nal sanctions and alternative measures, the Congress
recommended three draft resolutions for Assem-
bly action and adopted eight resolutions, all
aimed at the more effective and humane treat-
ment of offenders in institutions and in the com-
munity, with emphasis on the wider use of alter-
natives to incarceration.

The draft resolutions later adopted by the As-
sembly were on the United Nations Standard
Minimum Rules for Non-custodial Measures

(The Tokyo Rules) (resolution 45/110), basic
principles for the treatment of prisoners (resolu-
tion 45/111) and a computerization of criminal
justice (resolution 45/109).

The Congress, by its resolution on manage-
ment of criminal justice and development of sen-
tencing policies, adopted recommendations for
further action at the national, regional and inter-
regional levels on the application of criminal law,
on ensuring fair treatment and coherent sentenc-
ing policies, on management of imprisonment,
especially in crisis situations, and on manage-
ment and staff training in the criminal justice
system. By its resolution on principles and direc-
tions for research on non-custodial sanctions, the
Congress endorsed a set of principles and direc-
tions for policy-oriented research on the subject,
encouraged the use of the resultant findings as
resource material for conferences and training
courses for criminal justice personnel, and also
encouraged UN interregional and regional insti-
tutes for crime prevention and treatment of of-
fenders to provide technical assistance to Mem-
ber States in implementing the principles and
directions. The resolution on pre-trial detention
recommended that, in criminal proceedings,
Member States use pre-trial detention only if
strictly necessary and as a last resort and called on
the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control
to examine the question in all its aspects. The
resolution on assessment for the release of life-
sentence prisoners requested the Committee to
examine the legal position as to the rights and
duties of prisoners serving life sentences and the
various systems for reviewing their suitability for
conditional release, to give special consideration
to assessment procedures and decision-making
in cases of life sentences, and to examine the
need for such sentences.

The resolution on infection with HIV and AIDS
in prison requested the Secretary-General, in col-
laboration with the World Health Organization,
to assist prison administrations, at the request of
the Member States concerned, in the develop-
ment of national aips prevention and control
programmes for the prison population, to en-
courage international co-operation in the elabo-
ration and exchange of educational materials de-
signed to prevent the further spread of HIV
infection in prison, and to elaborate guidelines
for the institutional and clinical management of
HIV-infected prisoners and those with AiDs.

The resolution on international and interre-
gional co-operation in prison management and
community-based sanctions and other matters
contained recommendations relating to the cus-
todial and non-custodial treatment of offenders;
prison labour, education, leisure and family vis-
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its; the treatment of drug-dependent offenders;
health care for those physically disabled and
mentally disturbed; the treatment of juveniles;
and international co-operation in penal adminis-
tration and related matters. The resolution on
the activities of the International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) with regard to detention in-
vited the Secretary-General to maintain regular
contacts with ICRC in order to share its experi-
ences in the treatment of detainees within the
framework of its specific mandates. A further
resolution proposed that the Assembly proclaim
an international year for the protection of victims
of crime and the rehabilitation of offenders.

Under the agenda item on effective national and
international action against organized crime and ter-
rorist criminal activities, the Congress, in addition
to adopting two resolutions, recommended for
Assembly action three major international in-
struments, each annexed to a draft resolu-
tion-model treaties on extradition, on the trans-
fer of proceedings in criminal matters, and on
mutual assistance in criminal matters-all subse-
quently adopted by the Assembly (resolutions
45/116, 45/118, 45/117, respectively).

The Congress resolution on prevention and
control of organized crime annexed guidelines
for national measures for preventive strategies,
criminal legislation and investigation, and law
enforcement and criminal justice administra-
tion, as well as for the development of interna-
tional co-operative arrangements to tackle the
transnational dimensions of organized crime.
The resolution on terrorist criminal activities
agreed that the series of measures annexed to the
resolution represented valuable guidance for
concerted action against international terrorism
and urged Member States to give favourable con-
sideration to implementing them nationally and
internationally. Those measures covered various
aspects of the problem, including the definition
of terrorist behaviour; identification of problems
hindering the prevention and control of all forms
of terrorist violence; the questions of jurisdic-
tion, extradition and non-applicability of de-
fence; the conduct of States; the protection of vul-
nerable targets, as well as of victims and
witnesses; the control of weapons, ammunition
and explosives; the treatment of offenders; and
the role of the mass media.

In connection with the agenda item on preven-
tion of delinquency, juvenile justice and the protection
of the young: policy approaches and directions, the
Congress recommended to the Assembly four
draft resolutions, which the Assembly later
adopted: one annexing draft United Nations
Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delin-
quency (resolution 45/112), another annexing

draft United Nations Rules for the Protection of
Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty (resolution
45/113), and two others, on the instrumental use
of children in criminal activities (resolution
45/115) and on domestic violence (resolution
45/114).

Under the agenda item on UN norms and guide-
lines in crime prevention and criminal justice: imple-
mentation and priorities for further standard-setting,
the Congress, in addition to adopting six resolu-
tions, recommended for Assembly consideration
a draft resolution annexing a model treaty on the
transfer of supervision of offenders condition-
ally sentenced or conditionally released, later
adopted by the Assembly (resolution 45/119).

The Congress adopted a resolution to which
were annexed Basic Principles on the Use of
Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Offi-
cials, containing general and special provisions
governing the lawful use of force and firearms by
law enforcement officials, the policing of unlaw-
ful non-violent or violent assemblies, as well as of
persons in custody or detention, the qualifica-
tions and professional training in the use of force
or firearms by law enforcement officials, as well
as stress-counselling for such officials, and an ef-
fective system of reporting and review of all inci-
dents involving the use of force and firearms. An-
other resolution annexed Basic Principles on the
Role of Lawyers governing access by all to legal
services, safeguards for the accused, arrested or
detained in criminal justice matters; the educa-
tion of lawyers, including awareness of their ethi-
cal duties and of the human rights and funda-
mental freedoms recognized by national and
international law; the duties and responsibilities
of lawyers towards their clients; guarantees for
the functioning of lawyers, including freedom of
expression and association; and disciplinary pro-
ceedings against lawyers. By the resolutions an-
nexing the two sets of Basic Principles, the Con-
gress recommended them for national, regional
and interregional implementation, taking into
account the political, economic, social and cul-
tural circumstances and traditions of each coun-
try; invited Member States to inform the
Secretary-General every five years, beginning in
1992, of the progress achieved in the implemen-
tation of those principles, including their incor-
poration into domestic legislation, practice and
policies; and requested the Secretary-General to
give the Basic Principles the widest possible dis-
semination.

A set of guidelines on the role of prosecutors,
formulated to assist Member States in securing
and promoting the effectiveness, impartiality
and fairness of prosecutors in criminal proceed-
ings, was annexed to the Congress resolution of
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the same title, which urged Governments to take
the guidelines into account within the framework
of their national legislation and practice, and to
bring them to the attention of prosecutors,
judges, lawyers, members of the executive and
legislative branches of Government and the pub-
lic at large; it also requested the Secretary-
General to prepare every five years, beginning in
1993, a report on the guidelines’ implementa-
tion. The guidelines addressed prosecutors’
qualifications, selection and training, status and
conditions of service, entitlement to freedom
of expression and association, role in criminal
proceedings, discretionary functions including
with regard to alternatives to prosecution, and
relations with other government agencies or in-
stitutions. Also addressed were disciplinary pro-
ceedings against prosecutors and their respon-
sibilities as to the observance of the guidelines.

By its resolution on the protection of human
rights of victims of crime and abuse of power, the
Congress recommended that Governments con-
sider making available public and social support
services for such victims and foster programmes
for victim assistance, information and compensa-
tion; it requested the Secretary-General to study
the feasibility of setting up an international fund,
within the framework of the UN crime preven-
tion and criminal justice programme, for the
compensation of and assistance to victims of
transnational crimes and for the promotion of in-
ternational research, data collection and dissemi-
nation, as well as to formulate relevant policy
guidelines. In its resolution on the transfer of en-
forcement of penal sanctions, the Congress in-
vited Member States to consider concluding
agreements on the subject, called on the
Secretary-General to facilitate the provision of
professional advice and technical support for
Member States interested in concluding such
agreements, and requested the Committee on
Crime Prevention and Control to consider for-
mulating a model agreement for submission to
the Ninth Congress. In its resolution on the de-
velopment of future procedures for evaluating
the extent to which Member States implemented
UN norms and guidelines in criminal justice and
crime prevention, the Congress requested the
Secretary-General to convene an ad hoc group of
experts to submit proposals to the Committee on
Crime Prevention and Control at its 1991 session
for promoting the implementation of existing
standards, consolidating and rationalizing ar-
rangements for such evaluation, and improving
techniques for the effective evaluation and mon-
itoring of the implementation of those norms
and guidelines.

Follow-up to Congress

On 6 September, the Congress adopted a deci-
sion by which it requested the Secretary-General,
in carrying forward its conclusions, to give prior-
ity attention to practical measures to combat in-
ternational crime and to promote the implemen-
tation of norms, standards and instruments
adopted by the international community, as well
as to the provision, where practicable, of techni-
cal co-operation to Member States at their re-
quest.

In an October report [A/45/629], prepared in
response to Assembly resolution 44/72 [YUN 1989,
p. 615], the Secretary-General summarized the rec-
ommendations and conclusions of the Eighth
Congress. He further made proposals for ful-
filling the new Congress mandates, especially
with respect to transnational criminality, crime
prevention planning and criminal justice man-
agement, the application of UN norms and
guidelines, and strengthening international co-
operation and the UN crime and justice pro-
gramme. The report stated that additional new
activities had to be undertaken as soon as possible
in order to respond to the requests of the Eighth
Congress, which had identified a wide spectrum
of requirements unmet because of the limita-
tions of national and international capacity to
deal with the worsening crime situation. It called
for progress reports on several matters to be sub-
mitted to the Committee on Crime Prevention
and Control in early 1992, necessitating intensive
work during 1991. The new tasks mandated by the
Congress included the preparation of a dozen
manuals, guidelines, compendia or technical
publications, a series of periodic reports to the
Committee and 16 reports on new subjects for the
Ninth (1995) Congress. In addition to the estab-
lishment of nine data banks, the convening and
servicing of eight working groups and the provi-
sion of technical assistance to Member States in
the implementation of almost all resolutions
were requested. The report outlined the activi-
ties related to the accomplishment of those tasks.

The Secretary-General stated that the Eighth
Congress had not only pointed the way but out-
lined the directions for concrete action. How to
give tangible effect to its recommendations and
expectations was a matter before the Assembly.
The consensus by which the Governments at the
Congress had adopted all the resolutions re-
flected agreement that incisive steps had to be
taken and that the United Nations had to re-
spond more vigorously to the dangers and the
challenge of crime. The nefarious links between
organized criminality, especially illicit drug traf-
ficking, corruption, violence and a vast array of
other crimes, having revealed the futility of
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piece-meal measures, called for a global strategy
to confront those critical issues in a coherent and
far-sighted manner.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 14 December, the General Assembly
adopted resolution 45/121.

Eighth United Nations Congress on the
Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment of Offenders

The General Assembly,

Deeply concerned about the steady rise in crime in
many parts of the world, particularly its dangerous new
forms and transnational dimensions,

Conscious of the negative effects of crime on the quest
for sustained development, a secure environment and
a better quality of life,

Recognizing the importance to all countries of more
effective crime prevention and criminal justice in fur-
thering socio-economic development, political stabil-
ity and a propitious climate for national growth and
world peace,

Recalling its resolution 40/32 of 29 November 1985,
in which it approved the Milan Plan of Action as a use-
ful and effective means of strengthening international
co-operation in the field of crime prevention and
criminal justice and invited Governments to be guided
by it in the formulation of appropriate legislation and
policy directives and to make continuous efforts to im-
plement the principles contained in the Caracas Decla-
ration and other relevant resolutions and recommen-
dations, in accordance with the economic, social,
cultural and political circumstances of each country,

Recalling also its resolution 44/72 of 8 December
1989, in which it stressed the importance of the pro-
gramme of work of the United Nations in crime pre-
vention and criminal justice and the necessity of
strengthening it in order to make it more responsive to
the needs and expectations of Member States, whose
stability and social peace, as well as law enforcement
and judicial structures, might be undermined by the
growing level and impact of criminality, and requested
the Secretary-General to ensure that the level of hu-
man and financial resources of the Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice Branch of the Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secre-
tariat is sufficient for it to carry out its multiple tasks
mandated by United Nations policy-making bodies, in-
cluding the promotion of collaborative action by Gov-
ernments on problems of mutual concern, evaluation
research, the collection and dissemination of informa-
tion, the preparation of reports and studies and techni-
cal co-operation activities, and to ensure that the spe-
cialized nature of the programme of work of the
Branch is fully reflected in its management and staff-
ing,

Recalling further its resolution 42/59 of 30 November
1987, in which it invited the Committee on Crime Pre-
vention and Control to accord priority to preparations
for the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Preven-
tion of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders and to
ensure adequate follow-up to the review of the func-
tioning and programme of work of the United Nations
in the field of crime prevention and criminal justice

undertaken by the Economic and Social Council and
its resolution 43/99 of 8 December 1988, in which it
stressed the necessity for Member States to continue to
make concerted and systematic efforts to strengthen
international co-operation in crime prevention and
criminal justice,

Emphasizing the responsibility assumed by the
United Nations in crime prevention under General As-
sembly resolution 415(V) of 1 December 1950, which
was affirmed by the Economic and Social Council in its
resolutions 731 F (XXVIII) of 30 July 1959 and 830 D
(XXXIIl) of 2 August 1961, and in the promotion and
strengthening of international co-operation in this
field in accordance with Assembly resolutions
3021(XXVII) of 18 December 1972, 32/59 and 32/60 of
8 December’ 1977, 35/171 of 15 December 1980, 36/21
of 9 November 1981 and 40/32,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolutions
1986/10 and 1986/11 of 21 May 1986, 1987/49 and
1987/53 of 28 May 1987, 1988/44 of 27 May 1988 and
1989/68 and 1989/69 of 24 May 1989,

Taking note, in particular, of Economic and Social
Council resolution 1990/27 of 24 May 1990, in which
the Council invited the General Assembly, at its forty-
fifth session, to take appropriate measures to ensure
the timely implementation and proper follow-up of the
recommendations of the Eighth Congress,

Acknowledging that the United Nations congresses, as
major intergovernmental forums, have influenced na-
tional policies and practices by facilitating the ex-
change of views and experiences, mobilizing public
opinion and recommending policy options at the na-
tional, regional and international levels, thus making a
significant contribution to progress and the promotion
of international co-operation in this field,

Mindful of the main objectives of the United Nations
in the field of crime prevention and criminal justice,
which include the promotion of a more effective ad-
ministration of justice, the strengthening of interna-
tional co-operation in the fight against international
crime, the observance of human rights and the pursu-
ance of the highest standards of fairness, efficiency,
humanity and professional conduct,

Reaffirming the validity of the guidelines for setting
international standards in the field of human rights:
contained in its resolution 41/120 of 4 December 1986,
and the need to give due consideration in this work to
the established international legal framework,

Emphasizing the importance of continuing to provide
Governments with the maximum opportunity to sub-
mit written comments and to participate in the formu-
lation of international instruments and model treaties,

Bearing in mind the theme of the Eighth Congress.
“International co-operation in crime prevention and
criminal justice for the twenty-first century”, and the
importance of preserving peace, freedom and justice
as essential conditions for development and interna-
tional co-operation,

Noting the fact that the Eighth Congress, in pursu-
ance of that theme, paid particular attention to the
question of crime prevention and criminal justice in
the context of development and the realities and per-
spectives of international co-operation in this field: un-
derlined the need for granting this question higher pri-
ority at the United Nations system level: recommended
major instruments to facilitate inter-State co-operation
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against crime, giving particular attention to the linkage
between illicit drug trafficking, organized crime and
terrorist criminal activities, the efficiency and effec-
tiveness of national systems of criminal justice, the
computerization of criminal justice and the non-
institutional treatment of offenders, domestic violence
and the prevention of juvenile delinquency; and identi-
fied other priority areas for practical action, such as en-
vironmental protection, in accordance with the re-
quests of the General Assembly,

Noting also that the programme of work of the Crime
Prevention and Criminal justice Branch of the Centre
for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs of
the Secretariat has expanded in recent years,

Aware that crime prevention and criminal justice
must be considered not only in the context of public
systems, social and cultural values and social evolution,
but also in the context of consistent economic develop-
ment, and alarmed by the growing threat of organized
crime, whose destabilizing and corrupting influence
on basic economic and political institutions poses a
challenge that demands more effective international
co-operation,

Considering that the formulation and implementa-
tion of rules and guidelines in the field of crime pre-
vention and criminal justice provide a basis for the in-
troduction of improvements in criminal justice at the
national and regional levels,

Reaffirming its determination to improve regional and
international co-operation to foster further progress in
this area, including implementation of the recommen-
dations of the Eighth Congress, according to an
orderly timetable reflecting priorities, taking into ac-
count the results of the meeting of the inter-
governmental working group and the ministerial meet-
ing to be held in 1991,

Having considered the report of the Eighth Congress,
the report of the Secretary-General on the implemen-
tation of the resolutions and recommendations of the
Seventh Congress and the report of the Secretary-
General on the implementation of the conclusions of
the Eighth Congress, submitted in pursuance of reso-
lution 44/72,

1. Expresses its satisfaction with the successful results
achieved by the Eighth United Nations Congress on
the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offend-
ers and the thorough preparations for the Congress,
overseen by the Committee on Crime Prevention and
Control as the preparatory body, which contributed to
its productive outcome, and by the regional and inter-
regional preparatory meetings convened in co-
operation with the regional commissions, the United
Nations institutes for the prevention of crime and the
treatment of offenders and interested Governments;

2. Takes note of the report of the Eighth Congress, as
well as the report of the Secretary-General on the im-
plementation of the recommendations of the Seventh
Congress and his report on the conclusions of the
Eighth Congress;

3. Welcomes the instruments and resolutions
adopted by the Eighth Congress, and invites Govern-
ments to be guided by them in the formulation of ap-
propriate legislation and policy directives and to make
efforts to implement the principles contained in them
and in the relevant instruments and resolutions ap-
proved by previous congresses and other relevant reso-

lutions, in accordance with the economic, social, legal,
cultural and political circumstances of each count,;

4. Endorses the decision of the Eighth Congress that
priority attention should be given to specific practical
measures to combat international crime over the forth-
coming five-year period, bearing in mind the criteria
set out in the relevant regulations and rules governing
programme planning;

5. Invites Member States to monitor systematically
the steps being taken to ensure co-ordination of efforts
in the planning and execution of effective and humane
measures to reduce the social costs of crime and its
negative effects on the development process, as well as
to continue to explore new avenues for international
co-operation in this field;

6. Invites the Committee on Crime Prevention and
Control at its twelfth session to examine the implica-
tions of the resolutions and recommendations of the
Eighth Congress for the programmes of the United
Nations system and to make specific recommendations
on the implementation of the resolutions and recom-
mendations in its report to the Economic and Social
Council at its first regular session of 1992, in accord-
ance with the priorities to be set by the ministerial
meeting to be held in 1991;

7. Requests the Economic and Social Council to ex-
amine, at its first regular session of 1992, the report of
the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control re-
ferred to in paragraph 6 above, in order to provide,
within the United Nations system, overall policy guid-
ance in crime prevention and criminal justice, and to
undertake periodically the review, monitoring and ap-
praisal of the resolutions and recommendations of the
Eighth Congress, and the priority accorded to them;

8. Emphasizes the urgent need to be responsive to
the calls of the Eighth congress for strengthening the
operational aspects of the United Nations programme
of work in crime prevention and criminal justice, with a
view to assisting interested countries in developing
self-reliant and adequate law enforcement and judicial
structures;

9. Urges all entities of the United Nations system,
including the regional commissions and the institutes
for crime prevention and the treatment of offenders
and the relevant non-governmental organizations hav-
ing consultative status with the Economic and Social
Council to become actively involved in the implementa-
tion of the resolutions and recommendations of the
Eighth Congress;

10. Also urges the Department of Technical Co-
operation for Development of the Secretariat, the
United Nations Development Programme and other
pertinent bodies to give full support to projects of tech-
nical assistance, in particular to developing countries,
in the field of crime prevention and criminal justice
and to encourage technical co-operation among devel-
oping countries;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to use his best en-
deavours to translate into action, as appropriate, the
resolutions recommended by the Eighth Congress for
adoption by the General Assembly and to provide ade-
quate follow-up of the other resolutions unanimously
adopted by the Congress, and to do so in accordance
with the priorities indicated by the Congress;

12. Invites the Secretary-General to use his best en-
deavours to review the resources required to enable the
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Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch of the
Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Af-
fairs of the Secretariat to discharge its responsibilities
in accordance with the mandates and tasks recom-
mended by the Eighth Congress;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to consider in-
cluding in the proposed programme budget for the bi-
ennium 1992-1993 programme and resources propos-
als to assist with the long-term solution of the problems
posed by the implementation of existing mandates;

14. Also requests the Secretary-General to circulate
the report of the Eighth Congress to Member States
and intergovernmental and non-governmental organi-
zations in order to ensure that it is disseminated as
widely as possible and to conduct appropriate public
information activities in this field:

15.  Further requests the Secretary-General to submit
to the General Assembly, at its forty-sixth session, a re-
port on the measures taken to implement the present
resolution;

16. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of
its forty-sixth session the item entitled “Crime preven-
tion and criminal justice”.

General Assembly resolution 45/121
14 December 1990 Meeting 68 Adopted without vote

Approved by Third Committee (A/45/756) without vote, 23 November
(meeting 51); 2-nation draft (A/C.3/45/L.29/Rev.1); agenda item 100.

Sponsors: Cuba, Italy.

Financial implications: 5th Committee, A/45/945; S-G, AJ/C.3/45/L.37/
Add.1, A/C.5/45/59.

Meeting numbers. GA 45th session: 3rd Committee 24-27, 36, 51; 5th
Committee 42; plenary 68.

Also on 14 December, the General Assembly
adopted resolution 45/120.

Crime prevention and criminal justice:
expression of appreciation to the
Government and people of Cuba on the occasion
of the Eighth United Nations Congress on the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders

The General Assembly,

Taking into account the significance and the results of
the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention
of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, held at Ha-
vana from 27 August to 7 September 1990,

Expresses its deep appreciation to the Government and
people of Cuba for acting as host to the Eighth United
Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment of Offenders,

General Assembly resolution 45/120
14 December 1990 Meeting 68 Adopted without vote

Approved by Third Committee (A/45/756) without vote. 23 November
(meeting 51); draft by Italy (A/C.3/45/L.23); agenda item 100.
Meeting numbers. GA 45th session: 3rd Committee 24-27, 36, 51; plenary
68.

Model treaties

In December, the General Assembly consid-
ered the four model treaties recommended for its
adoption by the Eighth Congress. Intended to
serve as the bases for bilateral negotiations be-
tween States, the model treaties were on extradi-
tion, on transfer of proceedings in criminal mat-

ters, on mutual assistance in criminal matters,
and on transfer of supervision of offenders con-
ditionally sentenced or conditionally released.
The first three model treaties were complemen-
tary and, together, would reduce the chances of
criminals avoiding prosecution and punishment.

Model Treaty on Extradition

The Model Treaty on Extradition, together
with the following Model Treaty on the Transfer
of Proceedings in Criminal Matters, were in-
tended to ensure, in so far as possible, that an of-
fender was brought to trial. On 14 December, the
General Assembly adopted resolution 45/116.

Model Treaty on Extradition

The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind the Milan Plan of Action, adopted by
the Seventh United Nations Congress on the Preven-
tion of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders and ap-
proved by the General Assembly in its resolution 40/32
of 29 November 1985,

Bearing in mind also the Guiding Principles for Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice the Context of De-
velopment and a New International Economic Order,
principle 37 of which stipulates that the United Na-
tions should prepare model instruments suitable for
use as international and regional conventions and as
guides for national implementing legislation,

Recalling resolution 1 of the Seventh Congress, on
organized crime, in which Member States were urged,
inter alia, to increase their activity at the international
level in order to combat organized crime, including, as
appropriate, entering into bilateral treaties on extradi-
tion and mutual legal assistance,

Recalling also resolution 23 of the Seventh Congress,
on criminal acts of a terrorist character, in which all
States were called upon to take steps to strengthen co-
operation, inter alia, in the area of extradition,

Culling attention to the United Nations Convention
against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances,

Acknowledging the valuable contributions of Govern-
ments, non-governmental organizations and individ-
ual experts, in particular the Government of Australia
and the International Association of Penal Law,

Gravely concerned by the escalation of crime, both na-
tional and transnational,

Convinced that the establishment of bilateral and
multilateral arrangements for extradition will greatly
contribute to the development of more effective inter-
national co-operation for the control of crime,

Conscious of the need to respect human dignity and
recalling the rights conferred upon every person in-
volved in criminal proceedings, as embodied in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

Conscious that in many cases existing bilateral extra-
dition arrangements are outdated and should be re-
placed by modern arrangements which take into ac-
count recent developments in international criminal
law,

Recognizing the importance of a model treaty on ex-
tradition as an effective way of dealing with the com-
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plex aspects and serious consequences of crime, espe-
cially in its new forms and dimensions,

1. Adopts the Model Treaty on Extradition con-
tained in the annex to the present resolution as a useful
framework that could be of assistance to States inter-
ested in negotiating and concluding bilateral agree-
ments aimed at improving co-operation in matters of
crime prevention and criminal justice;

2. Invites Member States, if they have not yet estab-
lished treaty relations with other States in the area of
extradition, or if they wish to revise existing treaty rela-
tions, to take into account, whenever doing so, the
Model Treaty on Extradition;

3. Urges all States to strengthen further interna-
tional co-operation in criminal justice;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to bring the pres-
ent resolution, with the Model Treaty, to the attention
of Member States;

5. Urges Member States to inform the Secretary-
General periodically of efforts undertaken to establish
extradition arrangements;

6. Requests the Committee on Crime Prevention
and Control to review periodically the progress at-
tained in this field;

7. Also requests the Committee on Crime Prevention
and Control, where requested, to provide guidance
and assistance to Member States in the development of
legislation that would enable giving effect to the obliga-
tions in such treaties as are to be negotiated on the basis
of the Model Treaty on Extradition;

8. Invites Member States, on request, to make avail-
able to the Secretary-General the provisions of their ex-
tradition legislation so that these may be made avail-
able to those Member States desiring to enact or
further develop legislation in this field.

ANNEX
Model Treaty on Extradition
The and the
Desirous of making more effective the co-operation of
the two countries in the control of crime by concluding
a treaty on extradition,
Have agreed as follows:

Article 1
Obligation to extradite

Each Party agrees to extradite to the other, upon re-
quest and subject to the provisions of the present
Treaty, any person who is wanted in the requesting
State for prosecution for an extraditable offence or for
the imposition or enforcement of a sentence in respect
of such an offence.

Article 2
Extraditable offences

1. For the purposes of the present Treaty, extradit-
able offences are offences that are punishable under
the laws of both Parties by imprisonment or other dep-
rivation of liberty for a maximum period of at least
[one/two] year(s), or by a more severe penalty. Where
the request for extradition relates to a person who is
wanted for the enforcement of a sentence of imprison-
ment or other deprivation of liberty imposed for such
an offence, extradition shall be granted only if a period
of at least [four/six] months of such sentence remains
to be served.

2. In determining whether an offence is an offence
punishable under the laws of both Parties, it shall not
matter whether:

(a) The laws of the Parties place the acts or omis-
sions constituting the offence within the same category
of offence or denominate the offence by the same ter-
minology;

(b) Under the laws of the Parties the constituent ele-
ments of the offence differ, it being understood that
the totality of the acts or omissions as presented by the
requesting State shall be taken into account.

3. Where extradition of a person is sought for an of-
fence against a law relating to taxation, customs duties,
exchange control or other revenue matters, extradition
may not be refused on the ground that the law of the re-
quested State does not impose the same kind of tax or
duty or does not contain a tax, customs duty or ex-
change regulation of the same kind as the law of the re-
questing State.

4. If the request for extradition includes several
separate offences each of which is punishable under
the laws of both Parties, but some of which do not fulfil
the other conditions set out in paragraph 1 of the pres-
ent article, the requested Party may grant extradition
for the latter offences provided that the person is to be
extradited for at least one extraditable offence.

Article 3
Mandatory grounds for refusal

Extradition shall not be granted in any of the follow-
ing circumstances:

(a) If the offence for which extradition is requested
is regarded by the requested State as an offence of a po-
litical nature:

(b) If the requested State has substantial grounds
for believing that the request for extradition has been
made for the purpose of prosecuting or punishing a
person on account of that person’s race, religion. na-
tionality, ethnic origin, political opinions, sex or status,
or that that person’s position may be prejudiced for any
of those reasons:

(c) If the offence for which extradition is requested
is an offence under military law. which is not also an of-
fence under ordinary criminal law;

(d) If there has been a final judgement rendered
against the person in the requested State in respect of
the offence for which the person’s extradition is re-
quested;

(e) If the person whose extradition is requested has,
under the law of either Party, become immune from
prosecution or punishment for any reason, including
lapse of time or amnesty;

(f) If the person whose extradition is requested has
been or would be subjected in the requesting State to
torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment or if that person has not received or would
not receive the minimum guarantees in criminal pro-
ceedings, as contained in the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, article 14;

(g) If the judgement of the requesting State has
been rendered in absentia, the convicted person has not
had sufficient notice of the trial or the opportunity to
arrange for his or her defence and he has not had or
will not have the opportunity to have the case retried in
his or her presence.



Social and cultural development, crime prevention and human resources

707

Article 4
Optional grounds for refusal

Extradition may be refused in any of the following
circumstances:

(a) If the person whose extradition is requested is a
national of the requested State. Where extradition is
refused on this ground, the requested State shall, if the
other State so requests, submit the case to its competent
authorities with a view to taking appropriate action
against the person in respect of the offence for which
extradition had been requested;

(b) If the competent authorities of the requested
State have decided either not to institute or to termi-
nate proceedings against the person for the offence in
resp ect of which extradition is requested;

(c) If a prosecution in respect of the offence for
which extradition is requested is pending in the re-
quested State against the person whose extradition is
requested;

(d) If the offence for which extradition is requested
carries the death penalty under the law of the request-
ing State, unless that State gives such assurance as the
requested State considers sufficient that the death pen-
alty will not be imposed or, if imposed, will not be car-
ried out;

(e) If the offence for which extradition is requested
has been committed outside the territory of either
Party and the law of the requested State does not pro-
vide for jurisdiction over such an offence committed
outside its territory in comparable circumstances;

(f) If the offence for which extradition is requested
is regarded under the law of the requested State as hav-
ing been committed in whole or in part within that
State. Where extradition is refused on this ground, the
requested State shall, if the other State so requests, sub-
mit the case to its competent authorities with a view to
taking appropriate action against the person for the of-
fence for which extradition had been requested:

(g) If the person whose extradition is requested has
been sentenced or would be liable to be tried or sen-
tenced in the requesting State by an extraordinary or
ad hoc court or tribunal;

(h) If the requested State, while also taking into ac-
count the nature of the offence and the interests of the
requesting State, considers that, in the circumstances
of the case, the extradition of that person would be in-
compatible with humanitarian considerations in view
of age, health or other personal circumstances of that
person.

Article 5
Channels of communication and
required documents

1. A request for extradition shall be made in writ-

ing. The request, supporting documents and subse-
quent communications shall be transmitted through
the diplomatic channel, directly between the ministries
of justice or any other authorities designated by the
Parties.

2. A request for extradition shall be accompanied

by the following:

(a) In all cases,

(i) As accurate a description as possible of the per-
son sought, together with any other information
that may help to establish that person’s identity,
nationality and location;

(if) The text of the relevant provision of the law cre-
ating the offence or, where necessary, a state-
ment of the law relevant to the offence and a
statement of the penalty that can be imposed for
the offence;

(b) If the person is accused of an offence, by a war-
rant issued by a court or other competent judicial au-
thority for the arrest of the person or a certified copy of
that warrant, a statement of the offence for which ex-
tradition is requested and a description of the acts or
omissions constituting the alleged offence, including
an indication of the time and place of its commission;

(c) If the person has been convicted of an offence,
by a statement of the offence for which extradition is
requested and a description of the acts or omissions
constituting the offence and by the original or certified
copy of the judgement or any other document setting
out the conviction and the sentence imposed, the fact
that the sentence is enforceable, and the extent to
which the sentence remains to be served;

(d) If the person has been convicted of an offence in
his or her absence, in addition to the documents set out
in paragraph 2 (c) of the present article, by a statement
as to the legal means available to the person to prepare
his or her defence or to have the case retried in his or
her presence;

(e ) | f the person has been convicted of an offence
but no sentence has been imposed, by a statement of
the offence for which extradition is requested and a de-
scription of the acts or omissions constituting the of-
fence and by a document setting out the conviction and
a statement affirming that there is an intention to im-
pose a sentence.

3. The documents submitted in support of a re-
quest for extradition shall be accompanied by a transla-
tion into the language of the requested State or in an-
other language acceptable to that State.

Article 6
Simplified extradition procedure
The requested State, if not precluded by its law, may
grant extradition after receipt of a request for provi-
sional arrest, provided that the person sought explicitly
consents before a competent authority.

Article 7
Certification and authentication
Except as provided by the present Treaty, a request
for extradition and the documents in support thereof,
as well as documents or other material supplied in re-
sponse to such a request, shall not require certification
or authentication.

Article 8
Additional information
If the requested State considers that the information
provided in support of a request for extradition is not
sufficient, it may request that additional information
be furnished within such reasonable time as it speci-
fies.

Article 9
Provisional arrest
1. In case of urgency the requesting State may apply
for the provisional arrest of the person sought pending
the presentation of the request for extradition. The ap-
plication shall be transmitted by means of the facilities
of the International Criminal Police Organization, by
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post or telegraph or by any other means affording a
record in writing.

2. The application shall contain a description of the
person sought, a statement that extradition is to be re-
quested, a statement of the existence of one of the
documents mentioned in paragraph 2 of article 5 of
the present Treaty, authorizing the apprehension of
the person, a statement of the punishment that can be
or has been imposed for the offence, including the time
left to be served and a concise statement of the facts of
the case, and a statement of the location, where known,
of the person.

3. The requested State shall decide on the applica-
tion in accordance with its law and communicate its de-
cision to the requesting State without delay

4. The person arrested upon such an application
shall be set at liberty upon the expiration of [40] days
from the date of arrest if a request for extradition, sup-
ported by the relevant documents specified in para-
graph 2 of article 5 of the present Treaty, has not been
received. The present paragraph does not preclude the
possibility of conditional release of the person prior to
the expiration of the [40] days.

5. The release of the person pursuant to paragraph
4 of the present article shall not prevent rearrest and
institution of proceedings with a view to extraditing
the person sought if the request and supporting docu-
ments are subsequently received.

Article 10
Decision on the request

1. The requested State shall deal with the request
for extradition pursuant to procedures provided by its
own law, and shall promptly communicate its decision
to the requesting State.

2. Reasons shall be given for any complete or partial
refusal of the request.

Article 11
Surrender of the person

1. Upon being informed that extradition has been
granted, the Parties shall, without undue delay, ar-
range for the surrender of the person sought and the
requested State shall inform the requesting State of the
length of time for which the person sought was de-
tained with a view to surrender.

2. The person shall be removed from the territory
of the requested State within such reasonable period as
the requested State specifies and, if the person is not
removed within that period, the requested State may
release the person and may refuse to extradite that per-
son for the same offence.

3. If circumstances beyond its control prevent a
Party from surrendering or removing the person to be
extradited, it shall notify the other Party. The two Par-
ties shall mutually decide upon a new date of surren-
der, and the provisions of paragraph 2 of the present
article shall apply.

Article 12
Postponed or conditional surrender
1. The requested State may, after making its deci-
sion on the request for extradition, postpone the sur-
render of a person sought, in order to proceed against
that person, or, if that person has already been con-

victed, in order to enforce a sentence imposed for an
offence other than that for which extradition is sought.
In such a case the requested State shall advise the re-
questing State accordingly.

2. The requested State may, instead of postponing
surrender, temporarily surrender the person sought to
the requesting State in accordance with conditions to
be determined between the Parties.

Article 13
Surrender of property

1. To the extent permitted under the law of the re-
quested State and subject to the rights of third parties,
which shall be duly respected, all property found in the
requested State that has been acquired as a result of the
offence or that may be required as evidence shall, if the
requesting State so requests, be surrendered if extradi-
tion is granted.

2. The said property may, if the requesting State so
requests, be surrendered to the requesting State even if
the extradition agreed to cannot be carried out.

3. When the said property is liable to seizure or con-
fiscation in the requested State, it may retain it or tem-
porarily hand it over.

4. Where the law of the requested State or the pro-
tection of the rights of third parties so require, any
property so surrendered shall be returned to the re-
quested State free of charge after the completion of the
proceedings, if that State so requests.

Article 14
Rule of speciality

1. A person extradited under the present Treaty
shall not be proceeded against, sentenced, detained,
re-extradited to a third State, or subjected to any other
restriction of personal liberty in the territory of the re-
questing State for any offence committed before sur-
render other than:

(a) An offence for which extradition was granted;

(b) Any other offence in respect of which the re-
quested State consents. Consent shall be given if the of-
fence for which it is requested is itself subject to extra-
dition in accordance with the present Treaty.

2. A request for the consent of the requested State
under the present article shall be accompanied by the
documents mentioned in paragraph 2 of article 5 of
the present Treaty and a legal record of any statement
made by the extradited person with respect to the of-
fence.

3. Paragraph 1 of the present article shall not apply
if the person has had an opportunity to leave the re-
questing State and has not done so within [30/45] days
of final discharge in respect of t