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Chapter I

Development policy 
and international economic cooperation

In 2014, the global economy continued to expand 
at only a moderate estimated pace of 2.6 per cent. 
Recovery was hampered by new challenges, includ-
ing a number of unexpected shocks, such as the 
heightened geopolitical conflicts in different parts 
of the world. Most economies had seen a shift in 
gross domestic product growth to a noticeably lower 
path compared to pre-crisis levels, raising the spec-
tre of longer-term mediocre economic growth. In 
developing countries and economies in transition, 
growth rates had become more divergent during the 
year, with a sharp deceleration in a number of large 
emerging economies, particularly in Latin America 
and the Commonwealth of Independent States. At 
the same time, inequality within countries had in-
creased markedly, and global inequality remained 
very high. Public policy actions by national Govern-
ments and other stakeholders were an important start-
ing point for tackling and reducing inequality, and 
policy frameworks for reducing inequality needed 
to be designed and implemented in accordance 
with country-specific circumstances. At the United 
Nations, accelerating progress towards achievement 
of the Millennium Development Goals (mdgs), as 
well as steps for advancing the development agenda 
beyond 2015, were major focus areas in development 
policy and international economic cooperation.

The high-level segment of the Economic and 
Social Council 2014 session, held in July, included 
the three-day ministerial meeting of the high-level 
political forum on sustainable development, con-
vened under the auspices of the Council. The seg-
ment discussed the theme of addressing ongoing 
and emerging challenges for meeting the mdgs in 
2015 and for sustaining development gains in the 
future. The high-level political forum on sustainable 
development, which replaced the United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development as the main 
UN platform on sustainable development, considered 
the theme of achieving the mdgs and charting the 
way for an ambitious post-2015 development agenda, 
including the Sustainable Development Goals (sdgs). 
Ministerial Declaration adopted at the high-level seg-
ment and the high-level political forum called for the 
urgent implementation of all commitments under the 
global partnership for development so as to overcome 
the gaps identified in the reports of the Millennium 
Development Goals Gap Task Force. They called 
upon developed countries to fulfill the official 

development assistance commitments. In Septem-
ber, the General Assembly decided that the proposal 
on sdgs submitted by the Open Working Group of 
the General Assembly on Sustainable Development 
Goals would be the main basis for integrating the 
sdgs into the post-2015 development agenda. In De-
cember, the Assembly decided that the UN summit 
for the adoption of the post-2015 development agenda 
would be held in New York from 25 to 27 September 
2015. Further activities by the UN system in the field 
of sustainable development were related to sustain-
able tourism, and the role of transport and transit 
corridors in ensuring international cooperation 
for sustainable development. In November, the 
World Conference on Education for Sustainable 
Development, organized by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
to mark the end of the UN Decade of Education for 
Sustainable Development (2005–2014), adopted the 
Global Action Programme on Education for Sustain-
able Development.

The Assembly reviewed progress made in imple-
menting the Second United Nations Decade for the 
Eradication of Poverty (2008–2017) and stressed 
the need for the development of a global strategy on 
youth employment.

In June, the Commission on Science and 
Technology for Development reviewed progress 
made in the implementation of and follow-up to the 
outcomes of the World Summit on the Information 
Society. It also considered two priority themes: 
“Science, technology and innovation for the post-
2015 development agenda” and “Information and 
communications technologies for inclusive social and 
economic development”.

With regard to development policy and public 
administration, the Committee for Development 
Policy, in March, addressed four themes: global 
governance and global rules for development in the 
post-2015 era; review and fine-tuning of the crite-
ria for the identification of least developed countries 
(ldcs); monitoring of countries that were graduating 
and had graduated from the list of ldcs; and the role 
of country groupings for development.

The Committee of Experts on Public Adminis-
tration, at its April session, considered transforming 
public administration for sustainable development 
by strengthening national and local capacities for 
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1980. The standardized and updated indicators 
used in the Survey showed that inequality in Asia 
had increased, reaching levels similar to those in 
Latin America, which at that time was the region 
with the highest inequality in the world. Countries 
in Europe, including the Russian Federation and 
Eastern European economies in transition, experi-
enced a sharp increase in inequality during the 1990s, 
whereas countries in North America and Oceania ex-
perienced a marked increase in inequality since the 
1980s. Global inequality, which combined between- 
and within-country inequality, remained very high.

On the positive side, within-country inequality had 
decreased in Latin America and Africa, although un-
certainty about inequality trends in Africa remained, 
owing to poor data. Overall, however, the weight of in-
equality reductions in those regions had not surpassed 
that of the increases in the other regions.

With regard to the links between inequality and 
environmental sustainability, qualitative analysis 
showed that the inf luence of inequality on the 
environment ran along four channels—individual, 
community, national and international—which often 
overlapped, and their overall impact depended on the 
sum total of their interactions. Therefore, a vicious 
circle could arise, with inequality causing ecological 
damage, which would then exacerbate inequality.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(see p. 1191) highlighted the serious risks arising from 
climate change, including coastal and inland flood-
ing; breakdown of infrastructure networks; threats to 
food systems and food security; loss of rural liveli-
hoods and income; and loss of ecosystems and bio-
diversity. Those risks disproportionately affected the 
least developed countries (ldcs) and vulnerable com-
munities, which had the least capacity to cope with 
the consequences, implying an increase in inequal-
ity. The Survey stated that, from the perspective of 
development and inequality, as well as environmental 
sustainability, it was imperative to secure a binding 
global agreement designed to limit global carbon 
emissions to a sustainable level, while ensuring that 
development was not impeded.

The Survey emphasized that public policy actions 
by national Governments and other stakeholders were 
an important starting point for tackling and reducing 
within-country inequality. Policy frameworks would 
need to be designed and implemented in accordance 
with country-specific circumstances. Reducing in-
equality in the context of sustainable development 
might require, among other things, an integrated 
employment framework supporting decent jobs; in-
creased progressivity of the tax system; the taxation 
of negative externalities arising from unsustain-
able production and consumption patterns; a greater 
empowerment of women in managing common-
property resources, as in other areas of sustainable 

sustainable development management; promoting 
leadership, innovation and risk management for 
sustainable development; and invigorating the profes-
sionalism and morale of the public service.

The United Nations continued to address the 
development problems of groups of countries in 
special situations, including the follow-up on the 
Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least 
Developed Countries; UN system support to small 
island developing States, as well as progress in im-
plementing the 1994 Barbados Programme of 
Action for the Sustainable Development of Small 
Island Developing States; the follow-up 2005 Mau-
ritius Strategy; and the 2003 Almaty Programme of 
Action for assisting landlocked developing countries. 
At the third International Conference on Small 
Island Developing States in September, participants 
adopted the Small Island Developing States Acceler-
ated Modalities of Action (Samoa Pathway), which 
was endorsed by the General Assembly in a Novem-
ber resolution. The 10-year Review Conference on the 
Implementation of the Almaty Programme of Action 
(second United Nations conference on landlocked 
developing countries), in November, adopted the 
Vienna Declaration and the Vienna Programme of 
Action for Landlocked Developing Countries for the 
Decade 2014–2024, both of which were endorsed by 
the Assembly in December.

International economic relations

Economic and social trends
The World Economic and Social Survey 2014: Reduc-

ing Inequality for Sustainable Development [E/2014/50], 
published by the Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs (desa), discussed trends in the evolution of 
inequality and alternative ways to reduce inequal-
ity. The Survey focused on four key areas in which 
policies could have a significant impact in reducing 
inequality: the environment, employment, redistrib-
utive policies, and global measures affecting climate 
change, taxation and migration. It also investigated 
the channels through which income inequality 
would impact the environment. The Survey explored 
inequality within countries and provided references 
to the broader global context, as many of the drivers 
of national inequality related to global processes, in-
cluding technological developments and international 
flows of people, goods, services and finance, threats 
to environmental sustainability and climate change, 
among others.

The Survey noted that inequality within countries 
had increased markedly in preceding decades. The 
majority of the world’s population lived in countries 
where inequality in 2010 was higher than it was in 
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tory reform after the crisis, external debt and debt cri-
ses and new challenges, and long-term international 
finance for development.

Development and international 
economic cooperation

International economic cooperation issues were con-
sidered by various UN bodies, including the General 
Assembly and the Economic and Social Council.

The Council held a special high-level meeting (New 
York, 14–15 April) with the Bretton Woods institutions 
(the World Bank Group and the International 
Monetary Fund), the World Trade Organization 
(wto) and unctad on the overall theme “Coherence, 
coordination and cooperation in the context of fi-
nancing for sustainable development and the post-2015 
development agenda” (see p. 1114). It had before it a 
note by the Secretary-General on the subject [E/2014/53]. 
The Council also held a ministerial segment on the 
theme “World economic situation and prospects”.

On 19 December (decision 69/542), the Assembly 
took note of the report of the Second (Economic and 
Financial) Committee regarding macroeconomic 
policy questions [A/69/466].

High-level segment of Economic 
and Social Council

In accordance with General Assembly resolutions 
67/290 [YUN 2013, p. 782] and 68/1 [ibid., p. 1413] and 
Economic and Social Council decision 2014/202 of 
30 January (see p. 1603), the Council held the high-
level segment of its substantive 2014 session (New 
York, 7–11  July) [A/69/3/Rev.1], including the three-
day ministerial meeting of the high-level political 
forum on sustainable development (7–9  July) (see 
p. 994). As decided in decision 2011/208 [YUN 2011, 
p. 791], the Council discussed the theme: “Address-
ing on-going and emerging challenges for meeting 
the Millennium Development Goals in 2015 and 
for sustaining development gains in the future”. On 
8 July, the Council also held a ministerial panel dis-
cussion on integrating employment-centric sustainable 
development into the post-2015 development agenda.

The Council had before it the Secretary-General’s 
reports on the subject [E/2014/61] (see p. 960); on op-
tions for the scope and methodology for a global 
sustainable development [E/2014/87] (see p. 944); on 
trends and progress in international development 
cooperation [E/2014/77] (see p. 938); and on effective 
governance, policymaking and planning for sustain-
able urbanization [E/2014/67] (see p. 938).

It also had before it the World Economic and Social 
Survey 2014: Reducing Inequality for Sustainable 
Development [E/2014/50] (see p. 936); the report on the 

development; and international tax cooperation in-
volving developing countries.

The World Economic Situation and Prospects 
2014 [Sales No. E.14.II.C.2], jointly produced by desa, 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (unctad) and the five UN regional 
commissions, found that the world economy had 
begun to show signs of improvement. The euro area 
had finally come out of a protracted recession; the 
economy of the United States continued to recover; 
and a few large emerging economies, including China, 
had either stopped a further slowdown or would see 
accelerated growth. The world economy was projected 
to grow at a pace of 3.0 and 3.3 per cent in 2014 and 
2015, respectively. Those rates were revised down-
wards to 2.8 per cent and 3.2 per cent in the mid-year 
update [E/2014/70], mostly due to a downward revision 
in growth projections for developing economies and 
economies in transition, as the situation in a number 
of countries in those two groups had deteriorated. 
Growth in the developed economies was projected to 
be 2.0 per cent and 2.4 per cent for 2014 and 2015, 
respectively—about one percentage point higher than 
in the previous two years. For the first time since 2011, 
all major developed economies in North America, 
Europe and developed Asia were aligned together 
on the same upward growth trajectory. Nevertheless, 
those projected growth rates were insufficient to re-
cuperate the output and job losses in most of those 
economies.

The report identified a number of risks and uncer-
tainties for the world economy, including international 
spillovers from the future unwinding of monetary 
easing by major developed economies; vulnerabili-
ties of emerging economies on both the external and 
domestic fronts; remaining fragilities in the euro area; 
unsustainable public finance in the longer term for 
many developed countries; and risks associated with 
geopolitical tensions. With regard to employment 
rates, a main challenge across developing countries 
remained the level of informal employment which, 
on average, had reached between 40 and 50 per cent 
in Africa, Asia and Latin America and the Caribbean. 
Global employment was expected to continue to grow 
at a slow pace.

After assessing policy challenges facing different 
groups of economies in the monetary and fiscal areas, 
the report called for the strengthening of international 
policy coordination to support a robust recovery of 
output and jobs; cooperation in international financial 
reforms; and the provision of sufficient development 
financing resources to the least developed countries.

Unctad Trade and Development Report 2015 [Sales 
No. E.15.II.D.4] (see p. 1102) examined trends in the 
world economy and focused on financialization and 
its macroeconomic discontents, systemic challenges in 
the international monetary system, financial regula-
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the breadth of development actors had to be engaged 
from the outset in its design and implementation. A 
basic global monitoring and accountability framework 
for development cooperation should function as an 
integral part of the monitoring and accountability 
of the broader post-2015 development agenda, and 
should be linked to a renewed global partnership for 
development, global enabling environment and sys-
temic issues.

Thematic discussion. On 18  March (decision 
2014/209), the Economic and Social Council de-
cided that the theme for the thematic discussion dur-
ing its 2014 session would be “Effective governance, 
policymaking and planning for sustainable urbaniza-
tion”; and that it would take place during the integra-
tion segment (27–29 May). The Council had before it 
the Secretary-General’s report on the topic [E/2014/67], 
which addressed the increasing contribution made by 
urban management to sustainable urbanization. Ac-
cording to the report, many cities were struggling to 
meet the development needs of the world’s growing 
urban population that was expected to reach 6.25 bil-
lion in 2050. Of that total, 73 per cent would reside 
in the developing regions in Africa and Asia. Cities 
faced challenges in providing adequate social services, 
job opportunities and security without straining the 
urban infrastructure and imposing unsustainable 
demands on local and global natural resources and 
systems. Those challenges included congestion, pollu-
tion, access to energy, provision of basic services, ade-
quate housing, infrastructure maintenance, crime and 
security, environmental degradation and natural disas-
ters. Policy, planning and management approaches to 
effectively deal with the conflicts and contradictions of 
modern urban living were critical to addressing those 
challenges. While current models had made some 
headway in that regard, issues of fragmented decision-
making, conflicting policy targets and insufficient 
coordination among city stakeholders continued to 
present obstacles to a more effective and sustainable 
management of rapidly changing urban areas.

To be effective, urban governance models, policies 
and planning tools had to address the scope and 
impact of urban activities across policy areas and 
spatial boundaries and involve an increasing number 
of urban stakeholders. They also needed to be strategic, 
participatory and action-oriented. With that in mind, 
the following policy initiatives were recommended: 
a whole-of-government approach to address complex 
urban challenges more holistically; inclusive, partici-
patory mechanisms for decision-making; inclusive 
mechanisms to monitor the implementation of urban 
priorities and related initiatives and hold politicians 
accountable; strong partnerships with the private 
sector and other civil society organizations; effective 
coordination between national and local interventions; 
and a clear division of responsibilities among local 
authorities and between local and national authorities.

world situation and prospects 2014: as at mid-2014 
[E/2014/70]; and the summary report of the parlia-
mentary hearing-note by the President of the General 
Assembly [A/68/790-E/2104/52].

On 9 July, the Council adopted a draft ministerial 
declaration on the theme of the high-level segment 
and the high-level political forum [E/2014/L.22] (see 
p. 944).

On 25 July (decision 2014/248), the Economic 
and Social Council took note of the reports submitted 
by the Secretary-General under the high-level seg-
ment item.

Policy-dialogue. On 7  July [A/69/3/Rev.1], the 
Council held a high-level policy dialogue on macro-
economic policies in support of a post-2015 sustain-
able development agenda.

Development Cooperation Forum. As part of 
its high-level segment, the Council held the fourth 
biennial Development Cooperation Forum (10–
11 July). Outcome documents of high-level sympo-
siums held in preparation for the Forum were submitted 
to the Council President by Switzerland [E/2014/88] and 
Mexico [A/68/944-E/2014/89]. The Forum considered the 
Secretary-General’s report [E/2014/77] on trends and 
progress in international development cooperation, 
submitted in response to General Assembly resolution 
61/16 [YUN 2006, p. 1589], which underscored the need 
for a new narrative of development cooperation to fit 
the transformation envisaged in the emerging post-
2015 development agenda. The report reviewed re-
cent trends in international development cooperation, 
focusing on progress in and allocation of official 
development assistance (oda), and trends in other 
development cooperation sources—public and private, 
international and domestic resources—that would be 
needed to support implementation of an ambitious 
post-2015 development agenda. It also examined the 
principles of quality and effectiveness of development 
cooperation; reviewed South-South cooperation 
and features of a renewed global partnership for 
development; and addressed how to strengthen mu-
tual accountability and the availability of user-friendly 
information, looking ahead to a global monitoring and 
accountability framework for development cooperation 
after 2015. The report found that, while oda would re-
main crucial, its use would have to be adapted to meet 
new demands and respond to a post-2015 development 
agenda. Progress towards the UN target of 0.7 per cent 
of gross national income needed to be accelerated. More 
oda should be provided to support efforts to mobilize 
domestic resources, build productive capacity and 
incentivize private investment otherwise deemed too 
risky or unprofitable. Continued global policy dialogue 
and effective monitoring were needed for intensified 
collective action on the effectiveness of development 
cooperation. While Governments should take the lead 
in renewing the global partnership for development, 
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tion of that crisis, the world economy had still not 
fully recovered, particularly with respect to employ-
ment. International policy coordination was needed 
to support demand, output and jobs; mitigate nega-
tive international policy spillover effects; and push 
forward reforms of the international financial system. 
While there was some convergence in per capita 
income across countries, large inequality persisted in 
the world along economic, social and environmental 
dimensions. Country-specific redistributive policies 
were useful instruments for reducing income ine-
quality. Achieving sustainable development required 
global actions to deliver on the legitimate aspiration 
towards further economic and social progress, ro-
bust growth and employment, and environmental 
protection. The United Nations had to play a central 
role in managing global sustainable development, 
reducing threats to international peace and security, 
and promoting human rights. The Organization had 
played a leading role in promoting the Millennium 
Development Goals (mdgs) and would also play a 
leading role in promoting the post-2015 sustainable 
development agenda.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19  December [meeting 75], the General 
Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second 
Committee [A/69/470], adopted resolution 69/227 by 
recorded vote (131-46-3) [agenda item 21].

Towards a New International Economic Order

The General Assembly,
Bearing in mind the purposes and principles of the 

Charter of the United Nations to promote the economic 
advancement and social progress of all peoples,

Recalling the principles of the Declaration on the Es-
tablishment of a New International Economic Order and 
the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New 
International Economic Order, as set out in resolutions 
3201(S-VI) and 3202(S-VI), respectively, adopted by the 
General Assembly at its sixth special session, on 1 May 
1974,

Recalling also its resolutions 63/224 of 19 December 
2008, 64/209 of 21 December 2009, 65/167 of 20 Decem-
ber 2010 and 67/217 of 21 December 2012,

Reaf firming the United Nations Millennium 
Declaration,

Recalling the high-level plenary meeting of the General 
Assembly on the Millennium Development Goals and its 
outcome document,

Recalling also the outcome document of the United 
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, entitled 
“The future we want”,

Recalling further the outcomes of the major United 
Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social 
and related fields, including the development goals and 
objectives contained therein, and recognizing the vital 
role played by those conferences and summits in shaping 
a broad development vision and in identifying commonly 
agreed objectives,

Communication. On 30  September, Bolivia 
transmitted the Ministerial Declaration [A/69/423], 
adopted at the thirty-eighth annual meeting of Minis-
ters for Foreign Affairs of the Group of 77 and China 
(New York, 26 September), which underlined the need 
for a coherent approach to the post-2015 development 
agenda that should reinforce the commitment of the 
international community to poverty eradication and 
the integration of the three dimensions of sustainable 
development in a balanced manner.

Globalization and interdependence

On 19 September, the General Assembly, on the 
recommendation of the General Committee, decided 
to include in the agenda of its sixty-ninth session the 
item entitled: “Globalization and interdependence: 
International migration and development; and culture 
and sustainable development”, and to allocate it to the 
Second Committee.

New International Economic Order
Pursuant to General Assembly resolutions 3201(S-VI) 

[YUN 1974, p. 324], and 3202(S-VI) [ibid., p. 326], the 
Secretary-General, in a July report [A/69/203], pro-
vided an updated overview of the major international 
economic and policy challenges for equitable and in-
clusive sustained economic growth and sustainable 
development, and of the role of the United Nations 
in addressing those issues in the light of the New 
International Economic Order. The report analysed 
the most recent global growth trends and macroeco-
nomic policies, as well as international trade flows, 
commodity prices, developments in the multilateral 
trading system and regional trade agreements, 
international financial capital flows, policy meas-
ures for managing volatility in short-term capital 
flows, and reforms to international and domestic 
financial systems. It focused on policies to promote 
equitable, inclusive and sustained growth, and dis-
cussed measures to reduce inequality, both across and 
within countries. It also analysed the connection be-
tween income inequality and economic growth, and 
policy options for reducing inequality. It emphasizes 
the importance of employment and decent work in 
promoting inclusive growth. The report also discussed 
challenges for ensuring sustainable development, and 
the central role of the United Nations in managing 
global sustainable development for all.

According to the report, over the past few dec-
ades, the world economy had undergone significant 
changes, with the share of developing countries in 
global output increasing steadily. With respect to 
developing countries, however, the world economy 
continued to face challenges for achieving equita-
ble, inclusive and sustained growth in the aftermath 
of the global financial crisis and for ensuring global 
sustainable development. Six years after the erup-



940 Part Three: Economic and social questions

Concerned that excessively expansionary monetary 
policies and the ensuing competitive currency devaluations 
pursued by developed countries have an effect equivalent 
to an across-the-board export subsidy and a generalized 
increase in import tariffs, which thus nullify or impair 
existing World Trade Organization market access com-
mitments and further hinder the capacity of developing 
countries to fulfil their commitments to implement all the 
internationally agreed development goals, including the 
Millennium Development Goals,

Stressing the need for policy space to allow for the for-
mulation of national development strategies by developing 
countries, aimed at bringing prosperity for all,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General enti-
tled “Updated overview of the major international economic 
and policy challenges for equitable and inclusive sustained 
economic growth and sustainable development, and of the 
role of the United Nations in addressing these issues in the 
light of the New International Economic Order”;

2. Reaffirms the need to continue working towards a 
new international economic order based on the principles 
of equity, sovereign equality, interdependence, common in-
terest, cooperation and solidarity among all States;

3. Also reaffirms the need to enhance the voice and 
participation of developing countries in international 
economic decision-making and norm-setting;

4. Further reaffirms that international trade is an 
engine for development and sustained economic growth, 
and reaffirms the critical role that a universal, rules-based, 
open, non-discriminatory and equitable multilateral trad-
ing system can play in stimulating economic growth and 
development worldwide, thereby benefiting all countries at 
all stages of development;

5. Decides to continue considering the international 
economic situation and its impact on development at its 
seventy-first session, and in that regard requests the Secretary-
General to include in his report to the General Assembly, 
under the item entitled “Globalization and interdependence”, 
an updated overview of the major international economic 
and policy challenges for equitable and inclusive sustained 
economic growth and sustainable development and of the 
role of the United Nations in addressing those issues, as well 
as possible ways and means to overcome those challenges, 
bearing in mind the outcomes of the major United Nations 
conferences and summits in the economic, social and related 
fields and the principles contained therein, and the prepara-
tions for the post-2015 development agenda, in the light of 
the relevant principles contained in the Declaration on the 
Establishment of a New International Economic Order and 
the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New 
International Economic Order.
RECORDED VOTE ON RESOLUTION 69/227:

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and 
Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bah-
rain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, 
Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso, 
Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon, Central African 
Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, 
Côte d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Domini-
can Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Fiji, Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-
Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, 
Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Kuwait, 

Stressing the need to fulfil all financing for development 
commitments, including those contained in the Monterrey 
Consensus of the International Conference on Financing 
for Development, the Doha Declaration on Financing 
for Development: outcome document of the Follow-up 
International Conference on Financing for Development 
to Review the Implementation of the Monterrey Consensus 
and other relevant outcomes of major United Nations con-
ferences and summits,

Noting that there have been systemic challenges to the 
global economic architecture demanding a review of global 
economic governance,

Concerned about the multiple interrelated and mutually 
exacerbating current global crises, in particular the world 
financial and economic crisis, volatile energy prices, the 
food crisis and the challenges posed by climate change, 
which have a negative impact on the development prospects 
of developing countries and threaten to further widen the 
gap between developed and developing countries, includ-
ing the technological and income gap, and which could 
further undermine the achievement of the internation-
ally agreed development goals, including the Millennium 
Development Goals,

Also concerned, in this regard, that, although certain re-
gions have made some progress, more than half of the work-
ers in the developing world, about 1.5 billion people, live in 
vulnerable employment situations, and approximately one 
in five people in the developing regions live on less than 
1.25 United States dollars a day,

Underlining the need for a more sustainable economic 
growth and recovery, and recognizing that this goal can be 
achieved through inclusive multilateralism and the equal 
participation of all countries, as envisioned, inter alia, in the 
Declaration and the Programme of Action on the Establish-
ment of a New International Economic Order,

Recognizing that innovative and enhanced approaches 
to financing for development are needed to address the 
challenges posed by the current global economic situation, 
poverty and the achievement of the internationally agreed 
development goals, including the Millennium Development 
Goals, and stressing that these approaches should neither 
be a substitute for nor negatively affect the level of tradi-
tional sources of development financing, including official 
development assistance, and that they need to be developed 
in a spirit of partnership, cooperation and solidarity, bear-
ing in mind the common interests and national priorities 
of each country,

Recognizing also that many relevant aspects of the 
Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New 
International Economic Order have not been implemented 
and that, consequently, many developing countries continue 
to face significant challenges to their development prospects, 
including vulnerability to external shocks and lack of ad-
equate representation in global economic governance,

Recognizing further the role played by regional, subre-
gional and interregional cooperation as well as regional 
economic integration, based on equality of partnership, in 
strengthening international cooperation with the objective 
of facilitating economic coordination and cooperation for 
development, the achievement of development goals and 
the sharing of best practices and knowledge,

Recognizing that widespread financial deregulation has 
contributed to larger net capital outflows from developing 
countries to developed countries,
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inequality. Those goals were supported by UN system 
agencies and were featured in the report of the Open 
Working Group of the General Assembly on Sustain-
able Development Goals [A/68/970] (see p. 945).

The Secretary-General recommended that 
countries and the international community improve 
the employability of all members of society and ensure 
their access to full and productive employment and 
decent work; and create an enabling environment for 
the development of a vibrant, representative and ac-
countable civil society sector as a means of strength-
ening the efficiency, equity and effectiveness of invest-
ments in human well-being and social integration.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 18 December [meeting 73], the General Assembly 
adopted resolution 69/202 [draft: A/69/L.45 & Add.1] 
without vote [agenda item 15].

The role of the United Nations in promoting 
a new global human order

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 55/48 of 29 November 2000, 57/12 

of 14 November 2002, 62/213 of 21 December 2007, 65/120 
of 10 December 2010 and 67/230 of 21 December 2012,

Recalling also the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development and its outcome document, enti-
tled “The future we want”,

Acknowledging that peace and security, development and 
human rights are the pillars of the United Nations system 
and the foundations for collective security and well-being 
and that development, peace and security and human rights 
are interlinked and mutually reinforcing,

Reaffirming that development is a central goal by itself 
and that sustainable development in its economic, social 
and environmental aspects constitutes a key element of the 
overarching framework of United Nations activities,

Recognizing that the well-being of people and the full 
development of their potential is pivotal to sustainable 
development, and convinced of the urgency of international 
cooperation towards that end,

Deeply concerned about persistent and considerable dis-
parities between rich and poor, both within and among 
countries, and about the adverse implications of these 
disparities for the promotion of human well-being and 
development throughout the world,

Recalling resolution 68/309 of 10 September 2014, in 
which the General Assembly welcomed the report of the 
Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals 
and decided that the proposal of the Open Working Group 
contained in the report shall be the main basis for inte-
grating sustainable development goals into the post-2015 
development agenda, while recognizing that other inputs 
will also be considered, in the intergovernmental negotia-
tion process at the sixty-ninth session of the Assembly,

Taking account of the significance of inequality in the 
global development agenda and the importance of contin-
ued efforts to strive for inclusive and equitable development 
approaches to overcome poverty and inequality,

Taking note of the work of the United Nations system 
and other actors in taking better account of inequality,

Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Le-
sotho, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mal-
dives, Mali, Marshall Islands, Mauritius, Mexico, Microne-
sia, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, 
Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Palau, 
Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, 
Qatar, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, 
Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Saudi 
Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon 
Islands, Somalia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, 
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Tuvalu, Uganda, United 
Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, 
Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Against: Albania, Andorra, Australia, Austria, Belgium, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Ger-
many, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, 
Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Mo-
naco, Montenegro, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Po-
land, Portugal, Republic of Moldova, Romania, San Marino, 
Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United 
Kingdom, United States.

Abstaining: Republic of Korea, Tonga, Turkey.

New global human order
In response to General Assembly resolution 67/230 

[YUN 2012, p. 776], the Secretary-General, submitted 
a September report [A/69/410] on the UN role in 
promoting a new global human order. The report dis-
cussed progress in human well-being, with attention 
to poverty, employment and social integration, and the 
significance of inequality in the global development 
agenda. Paying particular attention to the ongoing de-
liberations of the post-2015 development agenda and 
the sustainable development goals (sdgs), the report 
noted the work of the UN system and other actors in 
taking better account of inequality and its impacts on 
human well-being.

According to the report, much progress had 
been made since the Copenhagen Declaration and 
Programme of Action [YUN 1995, p. 1114] and the Second 
South Summit [YUN 2005, p. 983]; however, transfor-
mations in human well-being had been too slow for 
too many. Progress in both poverty eradication and 
gender equality was varied, and significant disparities 
remained. In the area of employment, progress was 
stymied by the impact of and slow recovery from the 
2008 global financial and economic crisis. While the 
employment crisis affected developed countries more 
directly than other countries, the impact on the global 
marketplace was not negligible. Similarly, progress 
towards equitable growth and social integration was 
mixed, with the reality and perception of rising in-
equality threatening social and economic stability in 
many parts of the world. With the growing attention 
to inequality within the international community, the 
project of promoting a new global human order, in 
which no one was left behind, had taken on renewed 
fervour, and the post-2015 development agenda was 
likely to feature the reduction and prevention of high 
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and developing countries, and inequality between the rich 
and the poor and between rural and urban populations, 
inter alia, remain persistent and significant and need to be 
addressed;

5. Emphasizes the need to accelerate efforts to pro-
mote human well-being and the full realization of human 
potential;

6. Notes that the new global human order is premised 
on a spirit of partnership that puts the needs, rights and 
aspirations of people at the centre of decisions and joint ac-
tions and is about making equitable and inclusive improve-
ments in human well-being and establishing a cooperative 
and integrated approach to achieving this in a fair and bal-
anced manner;

7. Reaffirms that national ownership and leadership 
are indispensable in the development process and that there 
is no one-size-fits-all approach, and reiterates that each 
country has primary responsibility for its own economic 
and social development and that the role of national 
policies, domestic resources and development strategies 
cannot be overemphasized; domestic economies are now 
interwoven with the global economic system and, therefore, 
the effective use of trade and investment opportunities can 
help countries to fight poverty, and development efforts 
at the national level need to be supported by an enabling 
national and international environment that complements 
national actions and strategies;

8. Also reaffirms that the eradication of poverty is the 
greatest global challenge facing the world today, particu-
larly in Africa, in the least developed countries and in some 
middle-income countries, and underlines the importance of 
accelerating sustainable, inclusive and equitable economic 
growth and sustainable development, including full, pro-
ductive employment generation and decent work for all;

9. Stresses the critical need for the expansion of 
and access to education and training, and encourages 
programmes to promote universal access to secondary 
education and to expand access to quality higher education, 
which is relevant to the needs of the labour market, in 
accordance with each country’s specific realities and 
development challenges;

10. Invites Member States to adopt a multisectoral 
approach and to work on determinants of health within 
sectors including, as appropriate, through the health-
in-all-policies approach, while taking into consideration 
the social, environmental and economic determinants of 
health, with a view to reducing health inequities and ena-
bling sustainable development, and stresses the urgent need 
to act on social determinants for the final push towards the 
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

11. Encourages Member States, in collaboration with 
other stakeholders where applicable, to plan or pursue the 
transition of their health systems towards universal cover-
age, while continuing to invest in and strengthen health-
delivery systems to increase and safeguard the range and 
quality of services and to adequately meet the health needs 
of their populations;

12. Urges Governments, with the cooperation of 
relevant entities, to develop systems of social protection 
that support labour-market participation and address and 
reduce inequality and social exclusion, and to extend or 
broaden, as appropriate, their effectiveness and coverage, 
including for workers in the informal economy, invites 

Stressing the multidimensional nature of inequality and 
unequal access to social and economic opportunities and 
their complex interrelationship with efforts to eradicate 
poverty and promote sustained, inclusive and equitable 
growth and sustainable development and the full enjoy-
ment of human rights, especially for those people living in 
situations of vulnerability,

Concerned by the prevalence of gender inequality 
in various forms worldwide, which is often expressed in 
poorer outcomes for women relative to men on many social 
development indicators,

Considering that inequality continues to pose major 
barriers to attaining the Millennium Development Goals 
and that efforts to achieve the internationally agreed 
development goals, including the Millennium Development 
Goals, often take inadequate account of the relationship 
and impact of inequality on sustainable development,

Reaffirming the need to achieve sustainable development 
by, inter alia, promoting sustained, inclusive and equitable 
economic growth, creating greater opportunities for all, re-
ducing inequalities, fostering equitable social development 
and inclusion and promoting integrated and sustainable 
management of natural resources and ecosystems,

Noting the successes and challenges in recent years 
in promoting a new global human order at national and 
international levels,

Recognizing the need to strengthen national capacities 
for robust data collection and effective data utilization 
in support of policy formulation, implementation and 
monitoring,

Recognizing also the need to encourage coherent and 
complementary policies to reduce inequality, to mainstream 
them into the activities of United Nations organizations 
and programmes and more effectively to integrate the three 
dimensions of sustainable development,

Recognizing further the action already under way 
by all Member States, the United Nations system and 
other international, regional and national forums and 
organizations and the progress made to implement the 
internationally agreed development goals, including the 
Millennium Development Goals,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General, 
including its recommendations for promoting a new global 
human order;

2. Underlines the continued relevance of the outcomes 
of all major United Nations conferences and summits in the 
economic, social and related fields and the commitments set 
out therein, including the Millennium Development Goals, 
which have raised awareness and continue to generate real 
and important development gains, have played a vital role 
in shaping a broad development vision and constitute the 
overarching framework for the development activities of the 
United Nations, and strongly reiterates its determination 
to ensure the timely and full implementation of those out-
comes and commitments;

3. Takes note with appreciation of the convening by the 
President of the General Assembly of the informal thematic 
debate on 8 July 2013 to address the issue of inequality;

4. Recognizes that attention must be focused on the 
particular needs of the people in developing countries and 
on the large and increasing economic and social inequal-
ity that exists, and further recognizes that disparities both 
within and among countries, including between developed 
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resources aimed at achieving human development and reduc-
ing inequality;

22. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its seventy-first session a report on the 
implementation of the present resolution, highlighting the 
efforts of the United Nations system to reduce inequality 
and promote human development globally, in particular in 
the context of the post-2015 development agenda;

23. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its seventy-first session the item entitled “The role of the 
United Nations in promoting a new global human order”.

Human security

The Helsinki Citizen’s Assembly hosted a 
conference entitled “Humanizing Security” (Istanbul, 
Turkey, 31 January–1 February) to raise awareness 
of local and regional human security issues, includ-
ing social inclusion, inter-communal reconciliation 
and good governance. The conference marked the 
launch of the “Crossborder Citizens’ Network on 
Human Security” project, intended to build a citizens’ 
network for peace, reconciliation and human security 
across Turkey and Balkans.

On 18 June, the General Assembly President con-
vened a thematic debate on human security entitled 
“Responding to the opportunities and challenges of 
the 21st century: Human security and the post-2015 
development agenda” to exchange views on the third 
report of the Secretary-General on human security 
[YUN 2013, p. 779] and to discuss how human security 
might be included in the post-2015 development 
framework (see p.  960). On 21  July, the United 
Nations Human Security Unit announced the release 
of its Strategic Plan for the period 2014–2017, which 
laid out the strategies to mainstream the concept in 
UN activities and extend its global awareness over the 
next four years.

The Human Security Network held its annual 
high-level meeting (New York, 26 September) that 
focused on how the human security approach could 
be included in the next development framework, and 
on efforts to continue mainstreaming the approach 
into other areas of the UN system.

The fourth Istanbul Conference on Human 
Security (Istanbul, Turkey, 23–24 October), entitled 
“Twenty Years On: Human Security at Crossroads” 
was held to explore the development of the human 
security approach, while reflecting on and examining 
how human security had evolved, both within theory 
and practice.

Sustainable development
In 2014, various UN bodies, including the General 

Assembly, the Economic and Social Council, and the 
high-level political forum on sustainable development 
considered the implementation of the outcomes of 
the 2012 United Nations Conference on Sustain-

the International Labour Organization to strengthen its 
social protection strategies and policies on extending social 
security coverage, and urges Governments, while taking ac-
count of national circumstances, to focus on the needs of 
those living in or vulnerable to poverty and to give partic-
ular consideration to universal access to basic social security 
systems, including the implementation of social protection 
floors which can provide a systemic base for addressing 
poverty and vulnerability, and in this regard takes note 
of Recommendation No. 202 concerning national floors 
of social protection, adopted by the International Labour 
Conference at its 101st session, on 14 June 2012;

13. Reaffirms the commitment to sound policies, 
good governance at all levels and the rule of law, to mobi-
lizing domestic resources, fostering international financial 
flows, assuring long-term investment in human capital 
and infrastructure, promoting international trade as an 
engine for economic growth and development and increas-
ing international financial and technical cooperation for 
development, sustainable debt financing and external debt 
relief, and to enhancing the coherence and consistency of 
the international monetary, financial and trading systems;

14. Recognizes that inequality within and among 
countries is a concern for all countries regardless of their 
level of development and that it represents a growing chal-
lenge with multiple implications for the realization of 
economic and social potential and the achievement of the 
internationally agreed development goals, including the 
Millennium Development Goals;

15. Also recognizes the need to continue and inten-
sify efforts to enhance the coherence and consistency of 
the international monetary, financial and trading systems, 
and reiterates the importance of ensuring their openness, 
fairness and inclusiveness in order to complement national 
development efforts to ensure sustained, inclusive and 
equitable economic growth and the achievement of the 
internationally agreed development goals, including the 
Millennium Development Goals;

16. Emphasizes the importance of efforts to address all 
aspects and dimensions of inequality, and calls upon Member 
States to pursue ambitious efforts to address inequality;

17. Recognizes the efforts of many countries in address-
ing inequality, and acknowledges the need for strengthened 
international efforts to complement national efforts in this area;

18. Encourages Member States in their efforts to ad-
dress inequality and in partnership with relevant stakehold-
ers to consider as appropriate, inter alia, programmes to 
promote the participation and empowerment of all mem-
bers of society, implementing social protection floors or ex-
tending the scope of existing social protection programmes;

19. Encourages greater consideration of the impact of 
inequalities in development, including in the design and 
implementation of development strategies, and in this 
regard also encourages further analytical and empirical 
research, in particular by the relevant institutions of the 
United Nations system, as well as the regional commissions 
and other national and international organizations;

20. Also encourages giving due consideration to the 
need to reduce inequality in the elaboration of the post-
2015 development agenda;

21. Recognizes that regional, subregional and inter-re-
gional cooperation can facilitate the exchange of knowl-
edge and experience and promote the most effective use of 
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development agenda and reviewing progress; and 
charting pathways to the future we want.

The forum had before it reports of the Secretary-
General on options for the scope and methodology 
for a global sustainable development [E/2014/87] and 
on mainstreaming of the three dimensions of sustain-
able development throughout the UN system [A/69/79-
E/2014/66] (see p. 947). It also considered inputs from 
the Economic Commission for Europe [E/2014/CRP.1], 
the Economic Commission for Latin America and the 
Caribbean [E/2014/CRP.2], the Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia [E/2014/CRP.3], and 
the Economic Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
[E/2014/CRP.4].

On 9  July, the forum adopted the ministerial 
declaration of the high-level political forum on 
sustainable development [E/HLS/2014/1] at its first 
meeting (below), and the theme for its 2015 session: 
“Strengthening integration, implementation and 
review: the high-level political forum after 2015”.

Ministerial declaration. Ministers welcomed 
what had been achieved through implementation of 
the mdgs, and expressed their determination to ad-
dress the remaining unevenness and gaps in achieve-
ment and the challenges that remained, in particular, 
for the most off-track mdgs, and those where progress 
had stalled. They declared their commitment to estab-
lish a strong, ambitious, inclusive and people-centred 
post-2015 development agenda that would build on 
the foundations laid and experiences gained dur-
ing the mdgs process, and complete the unfinished 
business and respond to new challenges. They reaf-
firmed that poverty eradication should be central to 
the post-2015 development agenda.

Ministers acknowledged the processes mandated 
in the outcome document of the United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development [YUN 2012, 
p.  782] being undertaken, in particular, the Open 
Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals 
(see p.  945); the Intergovernmental Committee of 
Experts on Sustainable Development Financing; 
and the process to develop options for a technology 
facilitation mechanism, as well as the preparations for 
the third International Conference on Financing for 
Development, to be held in July 2015. The Ministers 
looked forward to the submission of the Secretary-
General’s report before the end of 2014 synthesizing the 
full range of available inputs to the intergovernmental 
negotiations that would culminate in a high-level 
summit in September 2015. The Ministers reiterated 
that, starting in 2016, the high-level political forum 
on sustainable development should conduct regular 
reviews on the follow-up to, and implementation of 
sustainable development commitments and objectives, 
including those related to implementation within 
the context of the post-2015 development agenda. 
The reviews should be voluntary, while encourag-

able Development [YUN 2012, p. 780], the 2002 World 
Summit on Sustainable Development [YUN  2002, 
p.  821], particularly the Johannesburg Declaration 
and Plan of Implementation, which outlined ac-
tions and targets for stepping up implementation 
of Agenda 21—a programme of action for sustain-
able development worldwide, adopted at the 1992 
United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development [YUN 1992, p. 672]—and the Programme 
for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21, adopted 
by the Assembly at its nineteenth special session in 
1997 [YUN 1997, p. 792].

High-level political forum on sustainable 
development

In accordance with General Assembly resolution 
67/290 [YUN 2013, p. 782] and Economic and Social 
Council decision 2014/202 (see p. 1603), the first 
meeting of the high-level political forum on sustainable 
development was convened (New York, 30 June–9 July) 
under the auspices of the Council [E/HLPF/2014/2]. The 
theme for the high-level forum for 2014, as decided by 
the Council in decision 2014/208, was “Achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals and charting the way 
for an ambitious post-2015 development agenda, in-
cluding the sustainable development goals.” The high-
level forum held 11 moderated dialogues on the fol-
lowing themes: From the United Nations Conference 
on Sustainable Development to the post-2015 period: 
towards an integrated and universal sustainable 
development agenda; means of implementation for 
sustainable development; how sustainable consump-
tion and production could contribute to the sdgs; 
scope and methodology for a global sustainable 
development report; ideas and trends; promoting 
genuine and durable partnerships; countries in special 
situations: building resilience; from silos to integrated 
policymaking; reviewing progress and implementation: 
making the most of the forum’s reviews after 2015; 
unlocking and reshaping development and enhancing 
implementation: the regional context; and shaping the 
forum for the post-2015 period. The forum also held 
a dialogue with the Chair of the Board of the 10-year 
framework of programmes on sustainable consump-
tion and production. It also held six ministerial dia-
logues on the following: A universal integrated policy 
agenda to implement the United Nations Conference 
on Sustainable Development [YUN 2012, p. 780] and 
realize the future we want; weaving regional realities 
and regional priorities into the post-2015 development 
agenda; long-term measures to make poverty eradica-
tion irreversible and reduce inequalities; international 
cooperation for sustainable development; multi-
stakeholder partnerships and voluntary commitments 
for sustainable development: ensuring accountability 
for all; preparing the high-level political forum for 
the post-2015 period: steering implementation of the 
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development; Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote 
sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably 
manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and 
reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss; 
Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies 
for sustainable development, provide access to justice 
for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive 
institutions at all levels; and Goal 17. Strengthen the 
means of implementation and revitalize the global 
partnership for sustainable development.

The goals and targets would be further elaborated 
through indicators focused on measurable outcomes, 
and would take into account different national reali-
ties, capacities and levels of development and build on 
the foundation laid by the MDGs. Targets were defined 
as aspirational global targets, with each Government 
setting its own national targets.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 10  September [meeting 108], the General 
Assembly adopted resolution 68/309 [draft: A/68/L.61] 
without vote [agenda item 14].

Report of the Open Working Group 
on Sustainable Development Goals established 

pursuant to General Assembly resolution 66/288

The General Assembly,
Recalling the outcome document of the United Nations 

Conference on Sustainable Development, entitled “The future 
we want”, contained in resolution 66/288 of 27 July 2012, in 
which Heads of State and Government, inter alia, resolved to 
establish an inclusive and transparent intergovernmental pro-
cess on sustainable development goals open to all stakehold-
ers, with a view to developing global sustainable development 
goals to be agreed by the General Assembly,

1. Acknowledges the conclusion of the work of the 
Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals, 
and welcomes its report;

2. Decides that the proposal of the Open Working 
Group on Sustainable Development Goals contained in the 
report shall be the main basis for integrating sustainable 
development goals into the post-2015 development agenda, 
while recognizing that other inputs will also be considered, 
in the intergovernmental negotiation process at the sixty-
ninth session of the General Assembly.

Intergovernmental Committee of Experts 
on Sustainable Development Financing

The Intergovernmental Committee of Experts on 
Sustainable Development Financing, established by 
General Assembly decision 67/559 [YUN 2013, p. 781] 
to develop options for a sustainable development 
financing strategy to facilitate the mobilization 
of resources and their effective use in achieving 
sustainable development objectives, held its third 
(3–7 March), fourth (12–16 May) and fifth (4–8 Au-
gust) sessions [A/69/315], all in New York. On 5 March, 
it held a joint meeting with the Open Working Group 
on Sustainable Development Goals.

ing reporting, and include developed and developing 
countries, as well as relevant UN entities; be State-led, 
involving ministerial and other relevant high-level 
participants; provide a platform for partnerships; and 
replace the national voluntary presentations held in 
the context of the Council’s annual ministerial-level 
substantive reviews, as well as experiences and les-
sons learned in that context. The reviews should take 
into account the lessons learned from and the expe-
riences of relevant review mechanisms, including the 
national voluntary presentations held in the context 
of the annual ministerial reviews. Acknowledging the 
importance of the regional dimension for sustainable 
development, the Ministers invited the UN regional 
commissions to contribute to the work of the Council 
and the forum through, inter alia, annual regional 
meetings with other relevant regional entities, major 
groups and other relevant stakeholders.

Follow-up to UN Conference 
on Sustainable Development

Open Working Group on 
Sustainable Development Goals

The Open Working Group of the General 
Assembly on Sustainable Development Goals, es-
tablished by Assembly resolution 66/288 [YUN 2012, 
p. 782] to develop a set of sdgs for consideration and 
action by the Assembly at its sixty-eight session, held 
its seventh (6–10  January), eighth (3–7  February), 
ninth (3–5 March), tenth (31 March–4 April), elev-
enth (5–9 May), twelfth (16–20 June) and thirteenth 
(14–19 July) sessions.

The Working Group report, submitted by its Co-
Chairs in August [A/68/970 & Corr.1], contained 17 sdgs 
and targets: Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms eve-
rywhere; Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security 
and improved nutrition and promote sustainable 
agriculture; Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote 
well-being for all at all ages; Goal 4. Ensure inclusive 
and equitable quality education and promote lifelong 
learning opportunities for all; Goal 5. Achieve gender 
equality and empower all women and girls; Goal 6. 
Ensure availability and sustainable management of 
water and sanitation for all; Goal 7. Ensure access to 
affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for 
all; Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustain-
able economic growth, full and productive employ-
ment and decent work for all; Goal 9. Build resilient 
infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable 
industrialization and foster innovation; Goal 10. Re-
duce inequality within and among countries; Goal 
11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, 
resilient and sustainable; Goal 12. Ensure sustain-
able consumption and production patterns; Goal 13. 
Take urgent action to combat climate change and 
its impacts; Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use 
the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 



946 Part Three: Economic and social questions

2012, in which Heads of State and Government agreed, 
inter alia, to establish an intergovernmental process under 
the auspices of the General Assembly, to assess financing 
needs, consider the effectiveness, consistency and syner-
gies of existing instruments and frameworks and evaluate 
additional initiatives, with a view to preparing a report 
proposing options on an effective sustainable development 
financing strategy to facilitate the mobilization of resources 
and their effective use in achieving sustainable development 
objectives,

Recalling also resolution 68/279 of 30 June 2014 on mo-
dalities for the third International Conference on Financing 
for Development in its entirety,

1. Welcomes the conclusion of the work of the 
Intergovernmental Committee of Experts on Sustainable 
Development Financing, and takes note with appreciation 
of its report;

2. Notes the holding of a meeting of the General 
Assembly, on 8  December 2014, to take action on the 
report of the Committee, which provided an opportunity 
for Member States to express views and make statements 
on the contents of the report and the options contained 
therein, without prejudice to further discussions on the 
report in the forthcoming processes;

3. Reaffirms that the report of the Committee, the 
outcome of the Open Working Group on Sustainable 
Development Goals, as mandated in the outcome docu-
ment of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development, entitled “The future we want,” and the syn-
thesis report of the Secretary-General, as mandated by its 
resolution 68/6 of 9 October 2013, will serve as impor-
tant inputs for the preparations for the third International 
Conference on Financing for Development, the outcome of 
which should constitute an important contribution to and 
support the implementation of the post-2015 development 
agenda.

The 10-year framework of programmes on 
sustainable consumption and production patterns

The 10-year framework of programmes on sustain-
able consumption and production patterns was es-
tablished by General Assembly resolution 67/203 
[YUN 2012, p. 811]. The 10-member board governing 
the framework held meetings in New York on 2 Oc-
tober 2013 and 30 March 2014. The board adopted its 
terms of reference; guided development of the 10-year 
framework programmes; set up criteria and processes 
for the adoption of new programme areas; approved 
the establishment of a sixth programme; and guided 
the operationalization of the framework trust fund. A 
third meeting was planned to take place in Santiago, 
Chile (15–16 October). After its first meeting in Oc-
tober 2013, key milestones for the next year were to 
accelerate the consultation process and launching of 
the five initial framework programmes; hold the first 
five regional consultations; and undertake fundraising 
activities to secure resources for the 10-year framework 
trust fund. Financial support for the framework, 
amounting to $4.4 million, was provided in the period 
2012–2014 by Denmark, Finland, Norway, Sweden 
and the European Commission. Further official pledges 

The Committee assessed sustainable development fi-
nancing needs, financing flows and potential sources of 
financing. It found that needs were huge and the chal-
lenges in meeting them were enormous, but surmount-
able. Yet, it was clear that the financing and investment 
patterns would not deliver sustainable development. 
The solution included better aligning private incentives 
with public goals and creating a policy framework that 
encouraged for-profit investment in those areas, while 
also mobilizing public resources for essential sustain-
able development activities. Efforts to reduce corrup-
tion and adopt more economically and socially effective 
public sector policies were thus important, as well as 
policies that would better match investor preference 
with investment needs. The Committee concluded that 
there was no one simple policy solution. Instead, a bas-
ket of policy measures would be necessary, encompass-
ing a toolkit of policy options, regulations, institutions, 
programmes and instruments. The Committee recom-
mended a cohesive approach, with national financing 
strategies as an integral part of national sustain-
able development strategies. While the design and 
implementation of policies would be at the national 
level, achieving sustainable development would require 
international support and cooperation. The Committee 
found that a concerted effort that drew on all actors and 
mobilized all resources would allow the Committee to 
finance the investments necessary to achieve sustainable 
development for all. Specifically, it considered policy op-
tions to strengthen the four basic categories of financial 
resource mobilization available for financing sustain-
able development, namely, domestic public, domestic 
private, international public and international private 
finance, with an additional focus on means for blend-
ing official and private resources and collaboration be-
tween various actors. It further addressed international 
policy imperatives for a strong international economic 
environment and its governance, and concluded with a 
discussion of options for the way forward.

On 8 December [A/69/PV.65], the General Assembly 
held a meeting which provided an opportunity for 
Member States to express views and make statements 
on the contents of the report and the options con-
tained therein.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 8 December [meeting 65], the General Assembly 
adopted resolution 69/108 [draft: A/69/L.32] without 
vote [agenda item 13 (a) and 115].

Report of the Intergovernmental Committee 
of Experts on Sustainable Development Financing 

established pursuant to General Assembly 
resolution 66/288

The General Assembly,
Recalling the outcome document of the United Nations 

Conference on Sustainable Development, entitled “The fu-
ture we want”, contained in resolution 66/288 of 27 July 
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the implementation of 10-year framework programmes 
through the sustainable consumption and production 
global clearinghouse and the framework website.

On 17  November, (decision 2014/254), the 
Economic and Social Council took note the Secretary-
General’s note.

Implementation of Agenda 21, the Programme 
for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21 and 
the outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development and of the United Nations Conference 
on Sustainable Development

Reports of Secretary-General. In accordance 
with General Assembly resolution 68/210 [YUN 2013, 
p. 787], the Secretary-General submitted an April report 
[A/69/79-E/2014/66] on mainstreaming the economic, 
social and environmental dimensions of sustain-
able development in UN work. The report examined 
processes and tools that could boost mainstreaming; 
pointed to the creation of the high-level political 
forum on sustainable development as an impor-
tant development; and analysed whether sustainable 
development approaches were guiding the strategic 
plans of funds, programmes and specialized agencies, 
and their operational activities for development in 
developing countries. It reviewed developments in 
quality assurance and safeguard mechanisms as a tool 
for mainstreaming the three dimensions of sustainable 
development; and considered the role of inspections 
and independent evaluations in the UN system.

The Secretary-General found that strengths, 
challenges and gaps identified in his previous report 
[YUN 2013, p. 786] remained relevant to the discussion 
on mainstreaming the three dimensions of sustain-
able development. While there was some progress in 
updating the strategic plans of the funds, programmes 
and agencies, more work remained to be done to main-
stream sustainable development in United Nations 
Development Assistance Frameworks and the “De-
livering as one” programmes at the country level. 
The Secretary-General recommended that Member 
States welcome efforts by the United Nations System 
Chief Executives Board for Coordination to continue 
promoting policy coherence and system-wide coor-
dination for accelerating the integration of the three 
dimensions of sustainable development in the work of 
the UN system; call upon the UN system to acceler-
ate efforts to mainstream sustainable development into 
strategic plans and programmes at the country level; 
encourage efforts by the United Nations Evaluation 
Group to study how evaluation could best contribute 
to mainstreaming sustainable development in the work 
of the UN system; call upon the UN system to estab-
lish a common repository of environmental and social 
assessments and related lessons learned; and request the 
Secretary-General to report on progress on sustainable 
development.

totalling $3.5 million were made at the United Nations 
Environment Assembly in June (see p. 1170), comprised 
of $2.5 million from Japan and $1 million from Brazil. 
The United Nations Environment Programme served 
as the secretariat of the 10-year framework, while the 
Inter-Agency Coordination Group provided inputs for 
the development of the framework.

Board membership. In response to Assembly reso-
lution 67/203 [YUN 2012, p. 811], the Secretary-General, 
in a September note [A/69/379], proposed that for the 
duration of the subsequent terms of the board of the 
10-year framework, members serve for a period of two 
years, effective 16 September of every second year. UN 
regional groups might wish to re-nominate one of their 
existing two board members, in which case they should 
be able to do so for one further consecutive term, taking 
into account the importance of ensuring continuity in 
the board’s work. No Member State might be eligible 
to serve more than two consecutive terms.

On 19 December, (decision 69/545), the Assembly 
took note of the Secretary-General’s note on the term 
of the board of the 10-year framework of programmes 
on sustainable consumption and production patterns 
(see above).

Progress report. By a September note [E/2014/93], 
the Secretary-General transmitted the progress report 
on the 10-year framework of programmes on sustain-
able consumption and production patterns (see 
p. 1171), prepared in response to Assembly resolutions 
67/203 [YUN 2012, p. 811] and 68/210 [YUN 2013, p. 787]. 
According to the report, the adoption of the 10-year 
framework created important momentum for the shift 
to sustainable consumption and production patterns, 
placing the topic on the agenda of global and regional 
ministerial meetings, as well as at the sessions of the 
Open Working Group on Sustainable Development 
Goals. The nomination of over 110 national focal 
points for the framework and the engagement of six 
major groups signalled widespread interest in engag-
ing in framework implementation. While progress had 
been achieved, there was still the challenge to com-
municate and demonstrate the added value of sustain-
able consumption and production and its potential 
contributions to competitiveness, social development, 
poverty eradication and climate change mitigation. 
Attracting funding and enhancing the participation 
of the private sector and financial institutions were 
additional related challenges. It was recommended 
that the Economic and Social Council call upon all 
countries and other stakeholders to secure predictable 
and adequate financial contributions to the 10-year 
framework trust fund. Among the recommendations 
to the Economic and Social Council were for the UN 
system to ensure that the development of the 10-year 
framework and its programmes was consistent with 
and supportive of the post-2015 development agenda; 
and to strengthen communication to facilitate the ex-
change of best practices and share the progress made on 
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agenda; ensure also that the forum followed up on the 
processes launched at the United Nations Conference 
on Sustainable Development and bring cohesion and 
complementarity among them; and propose possible 
themes and areas, including new and emerging issues, 
for discussion at the high-level political forum. The 
Assembly could also call upon the UN system to make 
further efforts to integrate the economic, social and 
environmental dimensions of sustainable development 
in its work and invite the Secretary-General to con-
tinue reporting on further progress in that regard. The 
forum could provide detailed guidance on that topic 
at its 2015 meeting. The UN system should be in-
vited to discuss the best ways to conduct reviews of its 
implementation of the post-2015 development agenda 
in the context of the forum.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 75], the General Assembly, 
on the recommendation of the Second Committee 
[A/69/468/Add.1], adopted resolution 69/214 without 
vote [agenda item 19 (a)].

Implementation of Agenda 21, the Programme 
for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21 

and the outcomes of the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development and of the United Nations 

Conference on Sustainable Development

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 55/199 of 20 December 2000, 

56/226 of 24  December 2001, 57/253 and 57/270 A of 
20 December 2002, 57/270 B of 23 June 2003, 64/236 of 
24 December 2009, 65/152 of 20 December 2010, 66/197 
of 22 December 2011, 66/288 of 27 July 2012, 67/203 of 
21 December 2012, 68/210 of 20 December 2013, 68/309 
of 10 September 2014, 68/310 of 15 September 2014 and 
69/108 of 8 December 2014 and all other relevant resolutions 
on the implementation of Agenda 21, the Programme for the 
Further Implementation of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of 
the World Summit on Sustainable Development and of the 
United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development,

Recalling also its resolutions 67/290 of 9 July 2013 on the 
format and organizational aspects of the high-level political 
forum on sustainable development and 68/1 of 20 Septem-
ber 2013 on the review of the implementation of General 
Assembly resolution 61/16 of 20 November 2006 on the 
strengthening of the Economic and Social Council,

Recalling further the Rio Declaration on Environment 
and Development, Agenda 21, the Programme for the 
Further Implementation of Agenda 21, the Johannesburg 
Declaration on Sustainable Development and the Plan 
of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development (Johannesburg Plan of Implementation) and 
the outcome document of the United Nations Conference 
on Sustainable Development, entitled “The future we want”, 
as well as the Monterrey Consensus of the International 
Conference on Financing for Development, the Doha 
Declaration on Financing for Development: outcome doc-
ument of the Follow-up International Conference on Fi-
nancing for Development to Review the Implementation of 
the Monterrey Consensus, the Programme of Action of the 

On 17 November (decision 2014/250), the Econo-
mic and Social Council took note of the report on the 
mainstreaming of the three dimensions of sustainable 
development throughout the United Nations system.

In August, the Secretary-General provided a 
report [A/69/312] on the progress made in implement-
ing Assembly resolution 68/210 [YUN 2013, p. 787] on 
the implementation of Agenda 21, the Programme 
for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21 and 
the outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development and of the United Nations Conference 
on Sustainable Development [YUN 2012, p. 780]. The 
report focused on the Open Working Group on 
Sustainable Development Goals (see p.  945); the 
Intergovernmental Committee of Experts on Sustain-
able Development Financing (ibid.); the General 
Assembly process to identify options for a facilitation 
mechanism that promoted the development, trans-
fer and dissemination of clean and environmen-
tally sound technologies (see p. 964); and the third 
International Conference on Small Island Developing 
States (see p. 995). The report also highlighted the 
role of the high-level political forum on sustainable 
development in reviewing the overall follow-up to the 
Conference in the context of the implementation of 
the post-2015 development agenda; and examined 
how coherence and synergies across the different func-
tions of the forum could be achieved in order to best 
support the agenda. In particular, the report looked 
at agenda-setting; follow-up and review of progress 
in the implementation of the outcomes of the major 
UN conferences and summits; national voluntary re-
views; increasing transparency and strengthening civil 
society participation; strengthening the science-policy 
interface; promoting the coordination of sustainable 
development policies; and improving cooperation and 
coordination within the UN system on sustainable 
development programmes and policies.

The report attested that the 2014 session of the 
forum had proved its potential to fulfil the mandates 
of the outcome document of the UN Conference 
on Sustainable Development [YUN 2012, p. 783] and 
Assembly resolution 67/290 [YUN 2013, p. 782]. It also 
proved capable of helping to set the agenda of the en-
tire UN system and the international community in 
relation to sustainable development, and was expected 
to be the main platform for reviewing and monitoring 
the sdgs in the context of the post-2015 development 
agenda. The Assembly could consider calling upon 
relevant actors, including Governments, UN system 
organizations, other relevant intergovernmental 
organizations, including wto, major groups and 
other relevant stakeholders to fully engage in and 
support the work of the forum; fully implement rel-
evant resolutions and enhance the forum as a dedi-
cated platform for leadership and implementation of 
sustainable development commitments; ensure that 
the forum maintained a focused, relevant and flexible 
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are the overarching objectives of and essential requirements 
for sustainable development,

Reaffirming the importance of freedom, peace and 
security, respect for all human rights, including the right 
to development and the right to an adequate standard of 
living, as well as the right to food, the rule of law, gender 
equality and women’s empowerment, and the overall com-
mitment to just and democratic societies for development,

1. Reaffirms the outcome document of the United 
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, entitled 
“The future we want”, and urges its speedy implementation;

2. Recalls its resolution 68/309, in which it welcomed 
the report of the Open Working Group on Sustainable 
Development Goals and decided that the proposal of the 
Open Working Group contained in the report shall be 
the main basis for integrating sustainable development 
goals into the post-2015 development agenda, while rec-
ognizing that other inputs will also be considered, in the 
intergovernmental negotiation process at the sixty-ninth 
session of the General Assembly;

3. Also recalls its resolution 69/108 on the report of the 
Intergovernmental Committee of Experts on Sustainable 
Development Financing established pursuant to its resolu-
tion 66/288;

4. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;
5. Welcomes the adoption, at the third International 

Conference on Small Island Developing States, the theme 
of which was “The sustainable development of small 
island developing States through genuine and durable 
partnerships”, of the outcome document, the sids Acceler-
ated Modalities of Action (samoa) Pathway (Samoa Path-
way), which represents the renewed political commitment of 
the international community to support the efforts of small 
island developing States to achieve sustainable development 
and in which Heads of State and Government and high-
level representatives, inter alia, reaffirmed that small island 
developing States remain a special case for sustainable 
development in view of their unique and particular vulner-
abilities, also welcomes the partnerships discussed at the 
Conference, which are critical for the implementation of the 
sustainable development of small island developing States, 
and in this regard calls for the implementation of the Samoa 
Pathway and highlights the need to continue to give due con-
sideration to the priorities of small island developing States 
in the elaboration of the post-2015 development agenda;

6. Reaffirms its resolution 68/1, recalls the commit-
ment made at the United Nations Conference on Sustain-
able Development to strengthen the Economic and Social 
Council within its mandate under the Charter of the 
United Nations as a principal organ in the integrated and 
coordinated follow-up of the outcomes of all major United 
Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social, 
environmental and related fields, and recognizes its key role 
in achieving a balanced integration of the three dimensions 
of sustainable development;

7. Also reaffirms its resolution 67/290 on the for-
mat and organizational aspects of the high-level political 
forum on sustainable development, and welcomes the in-
augural meeting of the forum, held under the auspices of 
the General Assembly on 24 September 2013, as well as 
the meeting of the forum held under the auspices of the 
Economic and Social Council from 30 June to 9 July 2014;

8. Takes note of the report on the meeting of the high-
level political forum on sustainable development held under 

International Conference on Population and Development, 
the key actions for the further implementation of the 
Programme of Action of the International Conference 
on Population and Development, the Beijing Declaration 
and Platform for Action and the outcome document of the 
special event to follow up efforts made towards achieving 
the Millennium Development Goals,

Recalling the Programme of Action for the Least 
Developed Countries for the Decade 2011–2020 (Istanbul 
Programme of Action),

Recalling also the outcome of the second United Nations 
Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries, held in 
Vienna from 3 to 5 November 2014, the Vienna Programme 
of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries for the 
Decade 2014–2024 and the Vienna Declaration,

Recalling further the Programme of Action for the 
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing 
States, the Declaration and state of progress and initia-
tives for the future implementation of the Programme of 
Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island 
Developing States, the Mauritius Strategy for the Further 
Implementation of the Programme of Action for the 
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing 
States, the outcome document of the High-level Review 
Meeting on the Implementation of the Mauritius Strategy 
for the Further Implementation of the Programme of 
Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island 
Developing States and the outcome document of the third 
International Conference on Small Island Developing 
States, held in Apia from 1 to 4 September 2014, the sids 
Accelerated Modalities of Action (samoa) Pathway,

Reaffirming the commitment to implementing Agenda 21, 
the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 
21, the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, including the 
time-bound goals and targets, and the other internation-
ally agreed development goals, including the Millennium 
Development Goals, and reaffirming also other internation-
ally agreed goals in the economic, social and environmental 
fields since 1992, as well as the outcome document of the 
United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development,

Recognizing that eradicating poverty is the greatest global 
challenge facing the world today and an indispensable re-
quirement for sustainable development, in particular for 
developing countries, and that although each country has the 
primary responsibility for its own sustainable development 
and poverty eradication and that the role of national policies 
and development strategies cannot be overemphasized, 
concerted and concrete measures are required at all levels 
to enable developing countries to achieve their sustainable 
development goals related to the internationally agreed 
poverty-related targets and goals, including those contained 
in Agenda 21, the relevant outcomes of United Nations con-
ferences and the United Nations Millennium Declaration,

Reaffirming the need to further mainstream sustainable 
development at all levels, integrating economic, social and 
environmental aspects and recognizing their interlinkages, 
so as to achieve sustainable development in all its dimen-
sions, and reiterating that sustainable development is a key 
element of the overarching framework for United Nations 
activities,

Recognizing that eradicating poverty, changing unsus-
tainable and promoting sustainable patterns of consump-
tion and production and protecting and managing the 
natural resource base of economic and social development 
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14. Reaffirms its resolution 67/203, and decides that the 
duration of subsequent terms for members of the board of the 
10-year framework of programmes on sustainable consump-
tion and production patterns shall continue to be two years, 
starting on 16 September of every second year, and that the 
United Nations regional groups may renominate one of their 
existing two members of the board for one consecutive term, 
while ensuring that no Member State may be eligible to serve 
more than two consecutive terms and taking into account 
the importance of ensuring continuity and rotation in the 
work of the board;

15. Recalls its decision that the high-level political forum 
on sustainable development shall strengthen the science-
policy interface, also recalls the interactive discussions at the 
forum under the auspices of the Economic and Social Council 
held in July 2014 on the scope and methodology of a global 
sustainable development report, takes note of the report of 
the Secretary-General on the options for such a report, and 
affirms that the forum shall further consider the scope and 
methodology of a global sustainable development report at 
its next meeting under the auspices of the Council, taking ac-
count of and in order to contribute to the intergovernmental 
process of the post-2015 development agenda;

16. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
the mainstreaming of the three dimensions of sustainable 
development throughout the United Nations system, reiter-
ates the call of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development for the further mainstreaming of the three di-
mensions throughout the United Nations system, and in this 
regard invites the Secretary-General to continue to report 
to the General Assembly, through the Economic and Social 
Council, on progress made, including for the consideration 
of the high-level political forum on sustainable development;

17. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report on 
the implementation of the present resolution to the General 
Assembly at its seventieth session;

18. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its seventieth session, under the item entitled “Sustainable 
development”, the sub-item entitled “Implementation of 
Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further Implementation 
of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the World Summit 
on Sustainable Development and of the United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development”.

On 29  December (decision 69/554), the 
Assembly decided that the agenda item on sustain-
able development—Implementation of Agenda 21, 
the Programme for the Further Implementation of 
Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development and of the United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development—would re-
main for consideration during its sixty-ninth (2015) 
session.

Facilitation mechanism for clean and 
environmentally sound technologies

In accordance with General Assembly resolution 
68/210 [YUN 2013, p. 787], four structured dialogues 
(New York, 29–30 April, 4 June, 23 July) [A/69/554] 
were convened by the Assembly President to consider 
possible arrangements for a facilitation mechanism to 

the auspices of the Economic and Social Council, and af-
firms that the forum, at its 2015 meeting, to be held under 
the auspices of the Council, shall discuss its role and ways 
to implement its functions in following up on and reviewing 
the implementation of the post-2015 development agenda, 
in accordance with General Assembly resolutions 61/16, 
67/290 and 68/1, taking account of and in order to contrib-
ute to the intergovernmental negotiations on the post-2015 
development agenda;

9. Acknowledges the importance of the regional di-
mension of sustainable development, and invites the United 
Nations regional commissions to continue to contribute to 
the work of the high-level political forum on sustainable 
development, including through annual regional meetings, 
with the involvement of other relevant regional entities, 
major groups and other relevant stakeholders, as appropriate;

10. Recognizes the need to consider the realignment 
of the current cycle of the high-level political forum on 
sustainable development under the auspices of the General 
Assembly in the elaboration of the post-2015 development 
agenda to ensure an integrated and coherent follow-up 
to and review of progress made in the implementation of 
sustainable development commitments, taking into ac-
count all relevant processes, including the quadrennial 
comprehensive policy review;

11. Requests the President of the General Assembly and 
the President of the Economic and Social Council to con-
tinue to coordinate with the bureaux of the relevant com-
mittees of the Assembly and with the Bureau of the Council 
to organize the activities of the high-level political forum on 
sustainable development so as to benefit from the inputs and 
advice of the United Nations system, the major groups and 
other relevant stakeholders, as appropriate, and encourages 
broad consultations on the organization of the meeting of 
the forum under the auspices of the Council in 2015;

12. Recalls its resolution 68/310, in which it took note 
of the summary prepared by the President of the General 
Assembly of the discussions and recommendations that 
emerged from the four one-day structured dialogues held 
during the sixty-eighth session of the Assembly to consider 
possible arrangements for a facilitation mechanism to pro-
mote clean and environmentally sound technologies, and 
in this regard stresses its resolve to continue consultations 
based on the above-mentioned recommendations contained 
in the summary prepared by the President of the Assembly, 
with the aim of reaching a conclusion during its sixty-ninth 
session in the context of the elaboration of the post-2015 
development agenda;

13. Also recalls paragraph 5 of its resolution 67/203, in 
which it decided to review the arrangement to designate the 
Economic and Social Council as the ad interim Member State 
body to receive reports from the board and the secretariat of 
the 10-year framework of programmes, as elaborated in the 
10-year framework of programmes on sustainable consump-
tion and production patterns, as well as its resolution 68/210 in 
this regard, also recalls the interactive discussions on sustain-
able consumption and production at the July 2014 meeting 
of the high-level political forum on sustainable development, 
held under the auspices of the Council, requests the board 
and the secretariat to submit updated reports, through the 
Council, for the consideration of the forum in 2015, and de-
cides that such an ad interim arrangement shall be reviewed 
at the seventieth session of the General Assembly with a view 
to establishing a permanent arrangement;
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promote the development, transfer and dissemination of 
clean and environmentally sound technologies, on 29 and 
30 April, 4  June and 23  July 2014, in accordance with 
General Assembly resolution 68/210 of 20 December 2013,

Taking note of the summary prepared by the President 
of the sixty-eighth session of the General Assembly of the 
discussions and recommendations that emerged from the 
four one-day structured dialogues to consider possible ar-
rangements for a facilitation mechanism to promote clean 
and environmentally sound technologies, held during the 
sixty-eighth session of the Assembly,

Noting the views expressed by and the active participation 
of Member States and other stakeholders, as well as experts 
and panellists, during the dialogues,

1. Requests the President of the sixty-ninth session 
of the General Assembly to continue consultations based 
on the above-mentioned recommendations prepared by 
the President of the sixty-eighth session, with the aim of 
reaching a conclusion during the sixty-ninth session in the 
context of the post-2015 development agenda;

2. Invites the Secretary-General to take into account 
the recommendations that emerged from the structured 
dialogues on possible arrangements for a facilitation mech-
anism to promote the development, transfer and dissemi-
nation of clean and environmentally sound technologies, 
contained in the summary prepared by the President of the 
sixty-eighth session of the General Assembly, when prepar-
ing his synthesis report.

International cooperation for sustainable 
development

On 8 August, the Secretary-General announced 
the membership of a High-level Advisory Group on 
Sustainable Transport to provide recommendations 
on sustainable transport actionable at global, national, 
local and sector levels. The Advisory Group was es-
tablished for a period of three years to work with gov-
ernments, transport providers, businesses, financial 
institutions, civil society and other stakeholders to pro-
mote sustainable transport systems and their integra-
tion into development strategies and policies, including 
in climate action; and promote sustainable transport 
in line with inclusive and equitable growth, social 
development, protection of the global environment 
and ecosystems, and addressing climate change.

Communication. On 9  September [A/68/991], 
Turkmenistan transmitted to the Secretary-General 
the Ashgabat Declaration on the Role of Transport 
and Transit Corridors in Ensuring International 
Cooperation, Stability and Sustainable Development, 
which was adopted at the High-level International 
Conference on the Role of Transit Transport Corri-
dors in Ensuring International Cooperation, Stability 
and Sustainable Development (Ashgabat, Turkmeni-
stan, 3–4 September).

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 75], the General Assembly, 
on the recommendation of the Second Committee 

promote the development, transfer and dissemination 
of clean and environmentally sound technologies.

At the first two dialogues (29–30 April), partici-
pants took stock of the consideration by the United 
Nations of a possible technology facilitation mecha-
nism; reviewed developments in existing mechanisms 
and processes; and discussed the scope and extent of 
fragmentation among them and options for enhanc-
ing synergy and coherence. It was agreed that, while 
a wide range of activities regarding the development, 
dissemination and transfer of clean and environmen-
tally sound technologies existed, more needed to be 
done to address fragmentation and strengthen syner-
gies of efforts in that area.

The third dialogue (4  June) identified possible 
functions that could be undertaken by technology 
facilitation and options for the way forward. Proposals 
by Member States included improving synergy and 
coherence, improving data and information, and the 
analysis of needs and gaps.

At the fourth dialogue (23 July), participants dis-
cussed concrete options regarding the possible func-
tions, modalities and organization of a technology 
facilitation mechanism that included better 
information on and mapping of existing facilitation 
activities; improving coherence and synergy between 
existing facilitation activities; conducting analyses of 
technology needs and gaps in addressing them; and 
promoting the development, transfer and dissemina-
tion of clean and environmentally sound technologies 
through a technology facilitation mechanism. Par-
ticipants recommended that the next step was to fa-
cilitate the launch of the technology bank and science, 
technology and innovation supporting mechanism for 
the least developed countries, as mandated in Assembly 
resolution 68/224 [YUN 2013, p. 822]. The Secretary-
General should make a proposal to the Assembly with 
regard to developing an online platform to undertake 
a thorough mapping of existing technology facilitation 
mechanisms, frameworks and processes for clean and 
environmentally sound technologies; improving coor-
dination within the UN system on clean and envi-
ronmentally sound technologies; analysing technology 
needs and gaps in addressing them; and including 
certain elements for continued discussions.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 15  September [meeting 109], the General 
Assembly adopted resolution 68/310 [draft: A/68/L.62] 
without vote [agenda item 19 (a)].

Four one-day structured dialogues on possible 
arrangements for a facilitation mechanism to promote 

the development, transfer and dissemination of 
clean and environmentally sound technologies

The General Assembly,
Welcoming the convening of four structured dialogues 

on possible arrangements for a facilitation mechanism to 
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Global Plan for the Decade of Action and in meeting the 
goal of the Decade of Action,

Recognizing the importance of addressing the special 
needs of landlocked developing countries, inter alia, by 
establishing and promoting efficient transit transport 
systems that link them to international markets, and in 
this regard underlining the importance of partnerships 
between landlocked and transit developing countries and 
their development partners at the national, bilateral, subre-
gional, regional and global levels,

1. Recognizes the need for continued international 
cooperation to address the issues relating to transport and 
transit corridors as an important element of sustainable 
development;

2. Welcomes the efforts of the relevant organizations 
of the United Nations system, other international 
organizations, in particular the World Bank, the regional 
development banks, the World Customs Organization, 
the World Trade Organization, the International Road 
Transport Union, the International Union of Railways, 
regional economic integration organizations and other 
relevant regional and subregional organizations, within 
their respective mandates, to develop and operationalize 
international transport and transit corridors;

3. Calls for efforts to promote regional economic in-
tegration and cooperation, including by improving cross-
border transportation infrastructure, enhancing regional 
connectivity and facilitating regional trade and investment;

4. Calls upon Member States and international and 
regional organizations to further encourage enhanced 
networking and periodic consultation among related 
stakeholders involved in the development and operation of 
international transport and transit corridors;

5. Invites all States that have not yet done so to consider 
signing, ratifying or acceding to the United Nations conven-
tions and agreements on transport and transit facilitation;

6. Underscores the need to mobilize, as appropri-
ate, additional financial resources for the development of 
transport infrastructure and services, including through 
the promotion of public-private partnerships, so as to 
achieve inclusive and sustainable development;

7. Encourages the United Nations system organizations, 
related international financing institutions, multilateral 
and bilateral donors, the private sector and international 
organizations to further coordinate their efforts and col-
laborate in mobilizing financial and technical assistance to 
countries for the sustainable and inclusive development of 
transport and transit corridors;

8. Invites the Secretary-General to seek the views 
of Member States, relevant regional and international 
organizations and entities of the United Nations system, 
including the regional commissions, on issues relating to 
the development of transport and transit corridors and 
to communicate such views in a summary report to the 
General Assembly at its seventieth session.

Education for sustainable development

In an August note [A/69/76], the Secretary-General 
transmitted to the General Assembly a letter from the 
Director-General of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (unesco), for-
warding the Global Action Programme on Education 

[A/69/468 & Corr.1], adopted resolution 69/213 with-
out vote [agenda item 19].

Role of transport and transit corridors in ensuring 
international cooperation for sustainable development

The General Assembly,
Recalling the Rio Declaration on Environment and 

Development, Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further 
Implementation of Agenda 21, the Johannesburg Declaration 
on Sustainable Development, the Plan of Implementation 
of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (Johan-
nesburg Plan of Implementation) and the outcome docu-
ment of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development, entitled “The future we want”,

Taking note of the Ashgabat Declaration, adopted at 
the High-level International Conference on the Role of 
Transit Transport Corridors in Ensuring International 
Cooperation, Stability and Sustainable Development, held 
in Ashgabat on 3 and 4 September 2014, in cooperation 
with the Economic Commission for Europe, the Economic 
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific and the 
International Road Transport Union,

Noting the establishment of the Secretary-General’s 
High-level Advisory Group on Sustainable Transport,

Noting also the initiative to establish the global partnership 
for sustainable transport, as announced by the participants 
in the conference entitled “Sustainable Transport as a Driver 
of Economic Development in the Post-2015 Development 
Agenda”, organized jointly by the United Nations Global 
Compact and the International Road Transport Union and 
held in New York on 10 October 2014,

Recognizing the important role of environmentally 
sound, safe, efficient, reliable and affordable transport and 
transit corridors for the efficient movement of goods and 
people in supporting sustainable economic growth, improv-
ing the social welfare of people and enhancing international 
cooperation and trade among countries,

Highlighting the role of international roads and railways, 
intermodal logistics centres and dry ports, global logistics 
and supply chains, the integration of transport modes, ap-
propriate technologies and the maintenance and upgrad-
ing of infrastructure in promoting seamless international 
transit transport,

Emphasizing the need to harmonize and improve transport 
and border-crossing infrastructure and facilities and services 
along the international transport and transit corridors,

Noting the importance of United Nations Development 
Account projects focused on developing broader transport 
corridors, which are being implemented by the five United 
Nations regional commissions, and identifying the physical 
and institutional infrastructure requirements that would be 
needed to make them operational,

Recalling its resolutions 57/309 of 22 May 2003, 58/9 of 
5 November 2003, 58/289 of 14 April 2004, 60/5 of 26 Oc-
tober 2005, 62/244 of 31 March 2008, 64/255 of 2 March 
2010, 66/260 of 19 April 2012 and 68/269 of 10 April 2014, 
on improving global road safety, and the need to develop 
plans to improve road safety along international road transit 
corridors in line with the Global Plan for the Decade of 
Action for Road Safety 2011–2020,

Welcoming, in this regard, the second High-level Global 
Conference on Road Safety, to be held in Brasilia on 18 and 
19 November 2015, to review progress in implementing the 
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2. Invites Governments to take steps to implement the 
Global Action Programme;

3. Invites the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization, as the lead agency for education 
for sustainable development, to continue to provide coor-
dination for the implementation of the Global Action 
Programme, in cooperation with Governments, United 
Nations organizations, funds and programmes, non-
governmental organizations and other stakeholders;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to include the World 
Conference on Education for Sustainable Development 
in the review of the implementation of the Decade of 
Education for Sustainable Development, for submission to 
the General Assembly at its seventieth session.

Sustainable tourism

In August [A/69/223 & Corr.1], the Secretary-General 
transmitted to the General Assembly the report of the 
Secretary-General of the World Tourism Organization 
(unwto) on the promotion of ecotourism for poverty 
eradication and environment protection, submitted 
in accordance with Assembly resolution 67/223 
[YUN 2012, p. 813].

The report updated the previous report on the 
subject [ibid.] to assist in the promotion of sustain-
able tourism, including ecotourism, as an element of 
sustainable livelihoods to fight poverty and promote 
environment protection. It was based on the responses 
received and information acquired through a follow-up 
survey among UN Member States, conducted, early in 
2014, to monitor implementation of resolution 67/223. 
Seventy-nine per cent of respondents indicated that they 
had strengthened environmental protection and natural 
and cultural heritage frameworks, while four countries 
reported the adaptation of new frameworks or the en-
hancement of policies and programmes that had a direct 
impact on local community and small tourism entrepre-
neurs in order to assure the sustainable development of 
tourism. Eighty-five per cent of respondents reported 
conducting impact assessments or evaluations of the 
impact of sustainable tourism. Aside from integrat-
ing sustainable tourism into national legislation and 
policies, a majority of the countries highlighted initia-
tives targeting the increased participation of indigenous 
and local communities and women. According to 
many Member States, a key challenge in the promo-
tion of sustainable tourism for poverty eradication and 
environment protection was facilitating access by small- 
and medium-sized enterprises to financial capital.

The report concluded that progress in promoting 
ecotourism had resulted in its incorporation into 
national policy and priorities. States and international 
development institutions were increasingly recogniz-
ing the importance of cooperation in ecotourism as a 
means to achieve economic growth, reduce inequali-
ties and improve livelihoods in developing countries. 
A majority of countries were engaged in cooperative 
initiatives and some States responded that they wanted 

for Sustainable Development as follow-up to the 
United Nations Decade of Education for Sustain-
able Development after 2014. The Global Action 
Programme was developed in consultation with all 
education for sustainable development stakeholders, 
with particular focus on actions on the ground and on 
the identification of policymakers, institutional lead-
ers, youth, educators and local authorities as priority 
target and participating groups. The Programme 
was to be the major contribution of unesco to the 
implementation of paragraph 233 on education for 
sustainable development contained in the outcome 
document of the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development, endorsed by the General 
Assembly in resolution 66/288 [YUN 2012, p. 782]. The 
Global Action Programme focused on five priority 
action areas: policy support, whole-institution ap-
proaches, educators, youth, and local communities.

UNESCO World conference. The World 
Conference on Education for Sustainable Development 
(Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, 10–12 November) marking 
the end of the UN Decade of Education for Sustain-
able Development (2005–2014), proclaimed by the 
General Assembly in resolution 57/254 [YUN 2002, 
p. 826], endorsed the Global Action Programme on 
Education for Sustainable Development.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 75], the General Assembly, 
on the recommendation of the Second Committee 
[A/69/468 & Corr.1], adopted resolution 69/211 without 
vote [agenda item 19].

Follow-up to the United Nations Decade 
of Education for Sustainable Development 
(2005–2014): Global Action Programme 

on Education for Sustainable Development

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 65/163 of 20 December 2010 and 

other previous resolutions on the United Nations Decade of 
Education for Sustainable Development,

Recalling also that at the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development, held in Brazil from 20 to 22 June 
2012, Heads of State and Government and high-level rep-
resentatives resolved to promote education for sustainable 
development and to integrate sustainable development more 
actively into education beyond the Decade of Education for 
Sustainable Development,

Noting the organization by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization of 
the World Conference on Education for Sustainable 
Development in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, from 10 to 12 No-
vember 2014, hosted by the Government of Japan,

1. Takes note of the Global Action Programme on 
Education for Sustainable Development, as a follow-up 
to the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustain-
able Development after 2014, as endorsed by the General 
Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization at its thirty-seventh session and 
transmitted by the Secretary-General;
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Stressing that poverty is a multifaceted problem that 
requires a multifaceted and integrated approach in ad-
dressing its economic, political, social, environmental and 
institutional dimensions at all levels,

Stressing also that sustainable tourism, including 
ecotourism, is a cross-cutting activity that can contribute to 
the fight against poverty, the protection of the environment 
and the promotion of sustainable development,

Stressing further the role of sustainable tourism, includ-
ing ecotourism, in promoting rural development and better 
living conditions for sustainable rural populations,

Welcoming the efforts of the World Tourism 
Organization, the United Nations Environment 
Programme, the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization and the secretariat of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity to promote ecotourism 
and sustainable tourism worldwide,

Welcoming also the efforts of the Marrakech Process on 
sustainable consumption and production, the achievements 
of the International Task Force on Sustainable Tourism 
Development and the objectives of the Global Partnership 
for Sustainable Tourism, which was launched in 2011 as a 
permanent successor to the International Task Force,

Noting the initiatives launched and the events organ-
ized at the subregional, regional and international levels in 
the field of sustainable tourism, including ecotourism, and 
sustainable development,

1. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General of the 
World Tourism Organization transmitted by the Secretary-
General of the United Nations;

2. Recognizes that sustainable tourism, including 
ecotourism, represents an important driver of sustainable 
economic growth and decent job creation, that it can have 
a positive impact on income generation and education, 
and thus on the fight against poverty and hunger, and 
that it can contribute directly to achieving the internation-
ally agreed development goals, including the Millennium 
Development Goals;

3. Also recognizes the potential of sustainable tourism, 
including ecotourism, to reduce poverty by improving in-
dividual livelihoods in local communities and to generate 
resources for community development projects;

4. Emphasizes the need to optimize the economic, 
social, cultural and environmental benefits stemming from 
sustainable tourism, including ecotourism activities, in 
all countries, particularly developing countries, including 
African countries, the least developed countries and small 
island developing States;

5. Also emphasizes that sustainable tourism, including 
ecotourism, can contribute to sustainable development, in 
particular environment protection, and can improve the 
well-being of indigenous peoples and local communities;

6. Recognizes that sustainable tourism, including 
ecotourism, creates significant opportunities for the conser-
vation, protection and sustainable use of biodiversity and of 
natural areas by encouraging indigenous peoples and local 
communities in host countries and tourists alike to preserve 
and respect the natural and cultural heritage;

7. Underlines, in this regard, the importance of estab-
lishing, at the national level, where necessary, appropriate 
policies, guidelines and regulations, in accordance with 
national priorities and legislation, for promoting and sup-

regional and international institutions to prioritize 
the provision of adequate support to programmes 
and projects relating to ecotourism, which included 
both financial and technical assistance. The Assembly 
might wish to recommend that all Member States 
review their current tourism frameworks and policies; 
invite governments and relevant stakeholders to con-
sider using tourism to engage indigenous and local 
communities in order to preserve indigenous knowl-
edge and know-how; establish and join the framework 
of the unwto Global Observatory of Sustainable 
Tourism; encourage all relevant stakeholders to pro-
vide more evidence-based information on how women 
were integrated into the planning of and decisions on 
tourism development; and encourage governments, 
the tourism sector and relevant organizations to adopt 
policies and practices to promote the full participation 
and involvement of local and indigenous communi-
ties, in addition to the full empowerment of women, 
in all tourism operations and development.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 75], the General Assembly, 
on the recommendation of the Second Committee 
[A/69/472], adopted resolution 69/233 without vote 
[agenda item 23].

Promotion of sustainable tourism, 
including ecotourism, for poverty eradication 

and environment protection
The General Assembly,
Recalling the 2005 World Summit Outcome,
Recalling also the United Nations Millennium 

Declaration, the Monterrey Consensus of the International 
Conference on Financing for Development, the Rio 
Declaration on Environment and Development, the Plan 
of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development (Johannesburg Plan of Implementation), the 
Doha Declaration on Financing for Development: outcome 
document of the Follow-up International Conference on Fi-
nancing for Development to Review the Implementation of 
the Monterrey Consensus, the Outcome of the Conference 
on the World Financial and Economic Crisis and Its Impact 
on Development, the outcome document of the high-level 
plenary meeting of the General Assembly on the Millennium 
Development Goals, the outcome document of the United 
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, the 
report of the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity and the 
outcome document of the third International Conference 
on Small Island Developing States, entitled “Sids Acceler-
ated Modalities of Action (samoa) Pathway”,

Recalling further its resolutions 53/200 of 15 December 
1998, entitled “Proclamation of 2002 as the International 
Year of Ecotourism”, 65/148 of 20 December 2010, entitled 
“Global Code of Ethics for Tourism” and 68/207 of 20 De-
cember 2013, entitled “Sustainable tourism and sustainable 
development in Central America”,

Recalling its resolution 67/223 of 21 December 2012, 
entitled “Promotion of ecotourism for poverty eradication 
and environment protection”,
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eradicating extreme poverty and of ensuring environmental 
sustainability, and to support the efforts and policies of 
developing countries in this field;

17. Encourages the regional and international financial 
institutions to provide adequate support to programmes 
and projects related to sustainable tourism, including 
ecotourism, taking into account the economic, social, 
cultural and environmental benefits of such activities;

18. Invites relevant specialized agencies, in particular 
the World Tourism Organization, United Nations bodies 
and other organizations, to provide technical assistance 
to Governments, upon request, and to assist, as appropri-
ate, in strengthening legislative or policy frameworks for 
sustainable tourism, including ecotourism, including those 
for environment protection and the conservation of natural 
and cultural heritage;

19. Invites relevant specialized agencies, United Nations 
bodies, other organizations and multilateral financial 
institutions to provide technical assistance to Governments, 
upon request and as appropriate, in identifying needs as well 
as opportunities to improve the contribution of sustainable 
tourism, including ecotourism, to poverty eradication, in-
cluding through securing wider community benefits from 
sustainable tourism, including ecotourism activities, as a vi-
able and sustainable economic development option;

20. Encourages all stakeholders to cooperate in sup-
porting, as appropriate, the participation of indigenous 
peoples and local communities in sustainable tourism, in-
cluding ecotourism activities;

21. Encourages the public and private sectors and rel-
evant stakeholders to provide, upon request, assistance for 
capacity-building, the development of specific guidelines 
and awareness-raising materials and training for people 
involved in sustainable tourism, including ecotourism 
activities, such as language training and training in specific 
skills in tourism services, as well as to develop or strengthen 
partnerships, especially in protected areas;

22. Invites relevant stakeholders to provide, upon re-
quest and as appropriate, technical assistance to assist in 
building the capacity, including for marketing and product 
positioning, of local communities, cooperatives and small 
and medium-sized businesses involved in sustainable 
tourism, including ecotourism activities;

23. Recognizes the role of North-South cooperation in 
promoting sustainable tourism, including ecotourism, as a 
means to achieve economic growth, to reduce inequalities 
and to improve living standards in developing countries, 
and also recognizes that South-South and triangular 
cooperation, as complements to North-South cooperation, 
have the potential to promote sustainable tourism, includ-
ing ecotourism;

24. Invites Governments and other stakeholders to 
consider joining the framework of the Global Observatory 
of Sustainable Tourism of the World Tourism Organization 
as a way to promote socioeconomic and environmentally 
sustainable tourism, including ecotourism, and to support 
better informed sustainable tourism policies around the 
world, mainly through the identification and dissemination 
of best practices and enhanced awareness of and capacity-
building for sustainability among tourism stakeholders;

25. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its seventy-first session, in collabora-
tion with the World Tourism Organization and other rel-

porting sustainable tourism, including ecotourism, and 
minimizing any potential negative impact;

8. Invites Governments, international organizations, 
other relevant institutions and other stakeholders, as appro-
priate, to encourage and support best practices in relation 
to the implementation of relevant policies, guidelines and 
regulations in sustainable tourism, including the ecotourism 
sector, and to implement and disseminate existing guidelines;

9. Encourages Governments at all levels to use sustain-
able tourism, including ecotourism, as a tool to support 
poverty eradication, environmental protection and/or con-
servation and the sustainable use of biodiversity and to base 
tourism components on clear evidence of market demand 
and on a sound economic and environmental foundation;

10. Encourages Member States to promote investment 
in sustainable tourism, including ecotourism, in accordance 
with their national legislation, which may include creating 
small and medium-sized enterprises, promoting coopera-
tives and facilitating access to financing through inclusive 
financial services, including microcredit initiatives for the 
poor, for indigenous peoples and for local communities in 
areas, including rural areas, with high potential for sustain-
able tourism, including ecotourism;

11. Encourages Governments, the United Nations 
and the specialized agencies to support the coordina-
tion of regional and/or international sustainable tourism 
development frameworks, as appropriate, in order to assist 
countries in promoting sustainable tourism, including 
ecotourism, for poverty eradication and environmental 
protection;

12. Underlines the importance of conducting an envi-
ronmental impact assessment, in accordance with national 
legislation, for the development of sustainable tourism, in-
cluding ecotourism opportunities;

13. Stresses that indigenous cultures, traditions and 
knowledge, in all their aspects, are to be fully considered, 
respected and promoted in policy development for sustain-
able tourism, including ecotourism, and underlines the im-
portance of promoting the full and early participation and 
involvement of indigenous peoples and local communities 
in decisions that affect them and of integrating their knowl-
edge, heritage and values in sustainable tourism, including 
ecotourism initiatives, as appropriate;

14. Emphasizes the need for effective measures, in the 
context of sustainable tourism, including ecotourism initia-
tives, to ensure the full empowerment of women, including 
the equal participation of women and men at all levels and 
in decision-making processes in all areas;

15. Also emphasizes the need for effective measures, in 
the context of sustainable tourism, including ecotourism 
initiatives, to help ensure the equal participation of youth, 
persons with disabilities and older persons at all levels and 
in decision-making processes in all areas and to promote 
the effective economic empowerment, including through 
international cooperation, of women, youth, persons with 
disabilities and older persons, in sustainable tourism, in-
cluding ecotourism activities, mainly through decent job 
and income creation;

16. Calls upon the United Nations system, in the 
context of the global campaign for the Millennium 
Development Goals, to promote sustainable tourism, in-
cluding ecotourism, as an instrument that can contrib-
ute to achieving those Goals, in particular the Goals of 
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tunity and outcomes among social and populations 
groups, including economic, social and environmental 
inequalities; ensuring that all people were empowered 
through access to quality education, skills development 
and vocational training aligned with labour market 
needs; and creating a culture of sustainable lifestyles, 
including through consumer awareness-raising, tax in-
centives and other behaviour-changing policies.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 75], the General Assembly, 
on the recommendation of the Second Committee 
[A/69/472/Add.1], adopted resolution 69/234 without 
vote [agenda item 23 (a)].

Second United Nations Decade 
for the Eradication of Poverty (2008–2017)

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 68/226 of 20 December 2013 and 

all other resolutions related to the eradication of poverty,
Recalling also the United Nations Millennium 

Declaration, adopted by Heads of State and Government 
on the occasion of the Millennium Summit, as well as the 
international commitment to eradicate extreme poverty 
and to halve, by 2015, the proportion of the world’s people 
whose income is less than one United States dollar a day and 
the proportion of people who suffer from hunger,

Recalling further the 2005 World Summit Outcome and 
the outcome document of the United Nations Conference 
on Sustainable Development, entitled “The future we want”,

Recalling the Programme of Action for the Least 
Developed Countries for the Decade 2011–2020, adopted 
in May 2011 at the Fourth United Nations Conference on 
the Least Developed Countries, with a main aim of ena-
bling half of the least developed countries to meet the cri-
teria for graduation by 2020,

Recalling also its resolution 60/265 of 30 June 2006 on 
the follow-up to the development outcome of the 2005 
World Summit, including the Millennium Development 
Goals and the other internationally agreed development 
goals, and its resolution 63/303 of 9 July 2009, entitled 
“Outcome of the Conference on the World Financial and 
Economic Crisis and Its Impact on Development”,

Taking note with appreciation of the ministerial 
declaration adopted at the high-level segment of the sub-
stantive session of 2006 of the Economic and Social 
Council on creating an environment at the national and 
international levels conducive to generating full and pro-
ductive employment and decent work for all, and its impact 
on sustainable development and also of Economic and 
Social Council resolution 2011/37 of 28 July 2011, entitled 
“Recovering from the world financial and economic crisis: 
a Global Jobs Pact”,

Recalling the Monterrey Consensus of the International 
Conference on Financing for Development and the Doha 
Declaration on Financing for Development: outcome 
document of the Follow-up International Conference on 
Financing for Development to Review the Implementation 
of the Monterrey Consensus,

Recalling also the high-level plenary meeting of the 
General Assembly on the Millennium Development Goals, 
held in 2010, and its outcome document, and the special 

evant United Nations agencies and programmes, a report 
on the implementation of the present resolution, including 
recommendations on ways and means to promote sustain-
able tourism, including ecotourism, as a tool for fighting 
poverty and promoting sustainable development, tak-
ing into account relevant reports prepared by the World 
Tourism Organization in this field.

Eradication of poverty

Second United Nations Decade 
for the Eradication of Poverty

As requested in General Assembly resolution 68/226 
[YUN 2013, p. 795], the Secretary-General, in August 
[A/69/204], submitted a report on the implementation of 
the Second United Nations Decade for the Eradication 
of Poverty (2008–2017), proclaimed by the Assembly 
in resolution 62/205 [YUN 2007, p. 847]. The report dis-
cussed progress and challenges to poverty eradication, 
presented some policy considerations, and highlighted 
the latest UN system activities in that area. According 
to the report, while progress in reducing poverty was 
remarkable in some regions and countries, the uneven 
progress across regions and within countries remained 
a major concern. Much more had to be done to en-
sure that the goal of poverty eradication was linked 
to the formulation of social, economic and environ-
mental policies at all decision-making levels. To elimi-
nate extreme poverty, policy efforts at all levels had to 
go beyond addressing its symptoms to building the 
physical, social, economic and political infrastructure 
needed to sustain eradication efforts. Macroeconomic 
policies had to be consistent with other policies to 
address social and environmental realities as part of 
an integrated effort towards inclusive, equitable and 
sustainable growth that generated decent and produc-
tive employment. Public spending should prioritize 
investment in human development, improving access 
to social services and building universal systems of 
social protection. The ongoing deliberations on the 
sdgs and the post-2015 development agenda provided 
an opportunity to reframe the approach to poverty 
eradication in a way that fostered more balanced and 
inclusive progress at national and international levels. 
The multidimensional nature of poverty should be ad-
equately reflected in the elaboration of the post-2015 
development agenda, with full employment and de-
cent work being an essential element of that holistic 
approach. Countries, in pursuing poverty eradication 
might consider setting national strategies for achiev-
ing full and productive employment and decent work 
for all, especially women, young people, persons with 
disabilities, indigenous people and other marginalized 
and vulnerable groups; continuing the pursuit of sus-
tained, inclusive and equitable economic growth that 
supported the structural transformation of economies 
towards progressively higher levels of productivity in 
all sectors and activities; reducing inequality of oppor-
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Recognizing the importance of supporting countries in 
their efforts to eradicate poverty and promote empowerment 
of the poor and people in vulnerable situations, including 
women, children and youth, indigenous peoples, older 
persons and persons with disabilities,

Recognizing also that the difficult socioeconomic condi-
tions that exist in many developing countries, in particular 
the least developed countries, have contributed to the femi-
nization of poverty,

Recognizing further that mobilizing financial resources 
for development at the national and international levels and 
the effective use of those resources are central to a global 
partnership for development in support of the achievement 
of the internationally agreed development goals, including 
the Millennium Development Goals,

Expressing concern that aggregate official development 
assistance fell in 2012 for the second consecutive year, 
cognizant of the increase in aggregate official development 
assistance in 2013, and calling upon those Member States 
that have made commitments to fulfil their commitments 
and continue this positive momentum,

Acknowledging that South-South cooperation is 
not a substitute for but rather a complement to North-
South cooperation, and recognizing the contributions of 
South-South and triangular cooperation to the efforts 
of developing countries to eradicate poverty and pursue 
sustainable development,

Acknowledging also that good governance at the national 
and international levels and sustained, inclusive and equi-
table economic growth, supported by full employment and 
decent work for all, rising productivity and a favourable 
environment, including public and private investment 
and entrepreneurship, are necessary to eradicate poverty, 
achieve the internationally agreed development goals, in-
cluding the Millennium Development Goals, and realize a 
rise in living standards, and that corporate social responsi-
bility initiatives play an important role in maximizing the 
impact of public and private investment,

Underlining the priority and urgency given by Heads of 
State and Government to the eradication of poverty, as ex-
pressed in the outcomes of the major United Nations confer-
ences and summits in the economic, social and related fields,

Recalling the inter-agency system-wide plan of action 
for poverty eradication, involving more than 21 agencies, 
funds, programmes and regional commissions,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
the implementation of the Second United Nations Decade for 
the Eradication of Poverty (2008–2017), under the item en-
titled “Eradication of poverty and other development issues”;

2. Reaffirms that the objective of the Second United 
Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (2008–
2017) is to support, in an efficient and coordinated man-
ner, the follow-up to the implementation of the internation-
ally agreed development goals, including the Millennium 
Development Goals, relating to the eradication of poverty 
and to coordinate international support to that end;

3. Also reaffirms that poverty eradication is the greatest 
global challenge facing the world today and an indispensa-
ble requirement for sustainable development, and in this 
regard commits itself to freeing humanity from poverty and 
hunger as a matter of urgency;

4. Further reaffirms that each country must take 
primary responsibility for its own development and that 

event to follow up efforts made towards achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals, held on 25 September 
2013, and its outcome document,

Recalling further its resolution 68/309 of 10 September 
2014, in which it welcomed the report of the Open Working 
Group on Sustainable Development Goals and decided that 
the proposal of the Open Working Group contained in the 
report shall be the main basis for integrating sustainable 
development goals into the post-2015 development agenda, 
while recognizing that other inputs will also be considered, 
in the intergovernmental negotiation process at the sixty-
ninth session of the General Assembly,

Acknowledging the importance of the eradication of 
poverty as an overarching objective of ongoing processes in 
follow-up to the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development, and also acknowledging the central impera-
tive of poverty eradication in the elaboration of the post-
2015 development agenda,

Recognizing the need to better understand the 
multidimensional nature of development and poverty,

Expressing concern about the ongoing adverse impacts of 
the global financial and economic crisis on development, 
including on the capacity of developing countries to 
mobilize resources for development, recognizing that there 
is a need to promote recovery, and acknowledging that an 
effective response to the impacts of the crisis requires the 
timely implementation of all development commitments, 
including existing aid commitments,

Concerned that, midway into the Second United Nations 
Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (2008–2017), while 
there has been progress in reducing poverty, especially in 
some middle-income countries, such progress has been une-
ven and that the number of people living in poverty in some 
countries continues to increase, with women and children 
constituting the majority of the most affected groups, es-
pecially in the least developed countries and particularly in 
sub-Saharan Africa,

Recognizing that rates of economic growth vary among 
countries and that these differences must be addressed by, 
among other actions, promoting pro-poor growth and 
social protection,

Recognizing also that corruption at all levels, includ-
ing the illicit transfer of funds and assets, is an obstacle to 
development, and stressing the need for the return of such 
funds and assets to their countries of origin,

Concerned at the global nature of poverty and inequal-
ity, and underlining the fact that the eradication of poverty 
and hunger is an ethical, social, political and economic im-
perative of all humankind,

Reaffirming that eradicating poverty is the greatest global 
challenge facing the world today, particularly in Africa, in 
the least developed countries and in some middle-income 
countries, and underlining the importance of accelerating 
sustainable, inclusive and equitable economic growth and 
sustainable development, including full, productive em-
ployment generation and decent work for all,

Reaffirming also that women make significant contribu-
tions to the economy, that they are key contributors to the 
economy and to combating poverty and inequality through 
both remunerated and unremunerated work at home, in the 
community and in the workplace and that gender equality 
and the empowerment of women are critical factors in the 
eradication of poverty,
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of gross national income for official development assistance 
to developing countries by 2015 and to reach a level of at least 
0.5 per cent of gross national income for official development 
assistance by 2010, as well as a target of 0.15  per  cent 
to 0.20  per  cent of gross national income for official 
development assistance to the least developed countries;

14. Notes that a few developed countries have fulfilled 
the commitment made by many countries to achieve the 
target of 0.7 per cent of gross national income for official 
development assistance, and in this regard calls upon these 
countries to urgently fulfil those commitments;

15. Welcomes the increasing efforts to improve the 
quality of official development assistance and increase 
its development impact, recognizes the Development 
Cooperation Forum of the Economic and Social Council, 
notes other initiatives, such as the high-level forums on aid ef-
fectiveness, which produced, inter alia, the Paris Declaration 
on Aid Effectiveness, the Accra Agenda for Action and the 
Busan Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation, 
which make important contributions to the efforts of the 
countries that have made commitments to them, includ-
ing through the adoption of the fundamental principles of 
national ownership, alignment, harmonization and manag-
ing for results, and bears in mind that there is no one-size-
fits-all formula that will guarantee effective assistance and 
that the specific situation of each country needs to be fully 
considered;

16. Recognizes the urgent need to address poverty, 
hunger and food security, and encourages the international 
community to enhance international cooperation in 
support of agricultural and rural development and food 
production and productivity, including of smallholder 
producers, in developing countries, particularly in the least 
developed countries;

17. Encourages Member States, international 
organizations, the private sector, relevant institutions, 
foundations and individuals to strengthen United Nations 
funding for the eradication of poverty through voluntary 
contributions to existing poverty-related system-wide funds;

18. Recognizes that sustained, inclusive and equitable 
economic growth is essential for eradicating poverty and 
hunger, in particular in developing countries, and stresses 
that national efforts in this regard should be complemented 
by an enabling international environment and by ensuring 
greater coherence among macroeconomic, trade and social 
policies at all levels;

19. Reaffirms the importance of the eradication of 
poverty as an overarching objective of ongoing follow-up 
processes to the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development;

20. Also reaffirms that, as the greatest global chal-
lenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable 
development, poverty eradication shall be central to the 
post-2015 development agenda;

21. Stresses the resolve to end poverty, including eradi-
cating extreme poverty, currently measured as living on less 
than 1.25 dollars a day, for all people everywhere, and the 
efforts to reduce by at least half the proportion of men, 
women and children of all ages living in poverty in all its 
dimensions, according to national definitions;

22. Takes note of proposed goal 1, contained in the report 
of the Open Working Group on Sustainable Development 
Goals, entitled “End poverty in all its forms everywhere”, and 
all of its targets;

the role of national policies and strategies for the achieve-
ment of sustainable development and poverty eradication 
cannot be overemphasized, and recognizes that increased 
effective national efforts should be complemented by con-
crete, effective and supportive international programmes, 
measures and policies aimed at expanding the development 
opportunities of developing countries, while taking into ac-
count national conditions and ensuring respect for national 
ownership strategies and sovereignty;

5. Calls upon the international community, including 
Member States, to urgently take measures to address the 
root causes of extreme poverty and hunger because of their 
negative impacts on sustainable development;

6. Emphasizes the need to accord the highest priority to 
poverty eradication within the United Nations development 
agenda, while stressing the importance of addressing 
the causes and challenges of poverty through integrated, 
coordinated and coherent strategies at the national, 
intergovernmental and inter-agency levels, in accordance 
with the outcomes of the major United Nations conferences 
and summits in the economic, social and related fields;

7. Reiterates the need to strengthen the leadership 
role of the United Nations in promoting international 
cooperation for development and its role at the regional 
level, which is critical for the eradication of poverty;

8. Emphasizes that the promotion of regional, subre-
gional and interregional cooperation can have a catalytic 
impact on poverty eradication efforts and offers many ben-
efits, including the exchange of best policies, experiences 
and technical expertise, the mobilization of resources and 
the expansion of economic opportunities and conditions 
favourable to job creation;

9. Calls upon the international community to continue 
to accord the highest priority to poverty eradication within 
the United Nations development agenda, addressing the 
root causes and challenges of poverty through integrated, 
coordinated and coherent strategies at all levels, and calls 
upon donor countries in a position to do so to support effec-
tive national efforts of developing countries in this regard 
through adequate, predictable financial resources on bilat-
eral and multilateral bases;

10. Stresses the importance of public-private partnerships 
in a wide range of areas, with the aim of eradicating poverty 
and promoting full and productive employment and decent 
work for all and social integration, as appropriate;

11. Acknowledges the complexity of the challenge 
of poverty eradication, emphasizes that, in accelerat-
ing poverty eradication, the organizations of the United 
Nations development system must be driven by national 
priorities and be operated in an integrated, coordinated and 
coherent manner, within their respective mandates, making 
full use of the interlinked and mutually reinforcing pillars 
of the United Nations development system, and encourages 
the use of diverse strategies;

12. Recognizes the role of the specialized agencies and 
United Nations funds and programmes, including the 
United Nations Children’s Fund and the United Nations 
Development Programme, in contributing to international 
advocacy for eradicating poverty, including through 
education and training;

13. Reaffirms the need to fulfil all official development 
assistance commitments, including the commitments by 
many developed countries to achieve the target of 0.7 per cent 
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situations, with a view to achieving the internationally agreed 
development goals, including the Millennium Development 
Goals, improving access to finance, microfinance and credit, 
removing barriers to opportunity, enhancing productive 
capacity, developing sustainable agriculture and promoting 
full and productive employment and decent work for all, 
complemented by national efforts on effective social policies, 
including social protection floors, and in this regard takes 
note of International Labour Organization Recommenda-
tion No. 202 concerning national floors of social protection;

31. Stresses the importance of implementing nationally 
appropriate social protection systems and measures for all, 
including social protection floors, and of achieving substan-
tial coverage of the poor and the vulnerable, and encourages 
Member States to continue developing and implementing 
social protection floors based on national priorities, paying 
particular attention to women, children, older persons and 
persons with disabilities;

32. Notes the reference in the proposal of the Open 
Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals to 
the need to ensure significant mobilization of resources 
from a variety of sources, including through enhanced 
development cooperation, in order to provide adequate and 
predictable means for developing countries, in particular 
the least developed countries, to implement programmes 
and policies to end poverty in all its dimensions;

33. Calls upon Member States to ensure that the eradica-
tion of poverty is duly reflected in the deliberations of the third 
International Conference on Financing for Development, to 
be held in Addis Ababa from 13 to 16 July 2015;

34. Urges the international community, including the 
United Nations system, to implement the outcome docu-
ments relating to the internationally agreed development 
goals, including the Millennium Development Goals;

35. Also urges the international community, includ-
ing the United Nations system, to implement the Outcome 
of the Conference on the World Financial and Economic 
Crisis and Its Impact on Development in support of the 
objectives of the Second Decade;

36. Stresses that the impacts of natural disasters and 
conflicts are severely hampering efforts to achieve poverty 
eradication, in particular in developing countries, and calls 
upon the international community to give priority to ad-
dressing them;

37. Calls upon the organizations of the United Nations 
development system, including the funds, programmes and 
specialized agencies, in accordance with their mandates, 
to assign the highest priority to poverty eradication, and 
stresses that efforts in this area should be scaled up to ad-
dress the root causes of extreme poverty and hunger;

38. Calls upon the relevant organizations of the 
United Nations system, within their respective mandates 
and resources, to support Member States, at their request, 
in strengthening their macroeconomic policy capacity 
and national development strategies so as to contribute to 
achieving the objectives of the Second Decade;

39. Encourages greater inter-agency convergence and 
collaboration within the United Nations system in sharing 
knowledge, promoting policy dialogue, facilitating syner-
gies, mobilizing funds, providing technical assistance in the 
key policy areas underlying the decent work agenda and 
strengthening system-wide policy coherence on employ-
ment issues, including by avoiding duplication of efforts;

23. Recognizes that poverty is multidimensional, in-
vites national Governments, supported by the international 
community, to consider developing complementary meas-
urements that better ref lect this multidimensionality, 
and emphasizes the importance of developing a common 
understanding among national Governments and other 
stakeholders of the multidimensional nature of poverty 
and giving it due consideration in the elaboration of the 
post-2015 development agenda;

24. Calls upon Member States to continue their ambi-
tious efforts to strive for more inclusive, equitable, balanced, 
stable and development-oriented sustainable socioeconomic 
approaches to overcoming poverty, and, in view of the nega-
tive impact of inequalities on poverty, emphasizes the im-
portance of improving access to quality education, health 
care and social protection;

25. Acknowledges that the eradication of poverty 
through the development of national capacities in developing 
countries should continue to be a core area of focus for the 
United Nations development system and that its development 
programmes and projects should attempt to address this 
greatest global challenge as their underlying objective;

26. Invites all stakeholders, including Member States, 
relevant organizations of the United Nations system and 
civil society organizations, to share good practices relating 
to programmes and policies that address inequalities for 
the benefit of those living in extreme poverty and promote 
the active participation of those living in extreme poverty 
in the design and implementation of such programmes 
and policies, with the aim of accelerating progress towards 
achieving the Millennium Development Goals and inform-
ing the discussions on the way forward after 2015, and 
requests the Secretary-General to include in his annual 
report on progress in the implementation of the Millennium 
Development Goals a compilation of such good practices;

27. Reiterates its call upon the relevant organizations 
of the United Nations system to consider activities to im-
plement the Second Decade, in consultation with Member 
States and other relevant stakeholders;

28. Notes with concern the continuing high levels of 
unemployment and underemployment, particularly among 
young people, as a consequence of the global financial and 
economic crisis, recognizes that decent work for all remains 
one of the best routes out of poverty, and in this regard 
invites donor countries, multilateral organizations and 
other development partners to continue to assist Member 
States, in particular developing countries, in adopting 
policies consistent with the Global Jobs Pact adopted by 
the International Labour Conference at its ninety-eighth 
session as a general framework within which each country 
can formulate policy packages specific to its situation and 
national priorities in order to promote a job-intensive 
recovery and sustainable development;

29. Urges Member States to address the global chal-
lenge of youth unemployment by developing and imple-
menting strategies that give young people everywhere a 
real chance to find decent and productive work, and in 
this context stresses the need for the development of a 
global strategy on youth employment, building upon, inter 
alia, the Global Jobs Pact and the call for action of the 
International Labour Organization;

30. Encourages the international community to support 
developing countries in their efforts to eradicate poverty and 
promote empowerment of the poor and people in vulnerable 
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by the Assembly in resolutions 65/1 [YUN 2010, p. 815] 
and 65/10 [ibid., p. 829], the Secretary-General, in July, 
submitted the annual report [A/69/201] on accelerat-
ing progress towards the mdgs: options for sustained 
and inclusive growth and issues for advancing the UN 
development agenda beyond 2015.

The Secretary-General stated that remarkable pro-
gress had been made in achieving the mdgs, particu-
larly regarding the targets related to poverty reduction, 
improved drinking water sources, primary education 
and health. Nevertheless, significant shortfalls re-
mained in the targets related to the reduction of hun-
ger and child and maternal mortality, gender equality, 
environmental sustainability and the delivery of global 
partnership commitments. Progress was uneven across 
countries and among different population groups 
and regions within countries. In the world’s poorest 
countries in particular, progress often failed to keep up 
with rapidly changing demographics. Many initiatives 
and actions to accelerate the achievement of the mdgs 
had been taken at the national, regional and global 
levels, involving a large number of different stakehold-
ers; and while they had produced encouraging results, 
efforts needed to be redoubled. Policy options for sup-
porting sustained, inclusive and equitable growth were 
proposed, including advancing the reforms in financial 
regulation to reduce risks of financial and economic 
crisis; strengthening countercyclical policy space; 
incentivizing long-term investment for sustainable 
development; enhancing international policy coordi-
nation and cooperation; promoting employment with 
decent wages, and in particular, the employment of 
women and young people; reducing inequality through 
social protection and other redistributive measures; and 
sharing the benefit derived from natural resources more 
inclusively among the population.

Annual ministerial review. From 7 to 9  July, 
during the high-level segment of its 2014 substantive 
session [A/69/3/Rev.1] (see p. 1028), the Economic and 
Social Council held its annual ministerial review on 
the theme “Addressing ongoing and emerging chal-
lenges for meeting the Millennium Development 
Goals in 2015 and for sustaining development gains 
in the future”, in accordance with decision 2011/208 
[YUN 2011, p. 791].

It also had before it a report [E/2014/61] of the 
Secretary-General on the topic, which addressed 
ongoing and emerging challenges for meeting the mdgs 
in 2015 and for sustaining development gains in the 
future. It highlighted opportunities for accelerating the 
achievement of the goals through key facilitators and 
enablers of development at all levels, including effec-
tive leadership and conducive policy frameworks. The 
report stated that although significant and substantial 
progress had been made in meeting many of the targets, 
progress had also been unequal, and new challenges 
had emerged. A new development agenda would need 
to take into account an international environment that 

40. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
seventieth session, under the item entitled “Eradication of 
poverty and other development issues”, the sub-item enti-
tled “Implementation of the Second United Nations Decade 
for the Eradication of Poverty (2008–2017)”, and requests 
the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at 
its seventieth session a report on the implementation of the 
present resolution.

Millennium Development Goals 
and the post-2015 development agenda

The Millennium Development Goals Report 2014, 
published by desa [Sales No. E.14.I.10], evaluated the pro-
gress made on mdg indicators. The report stated that 
important progress had been made across all goals set 
out in the Millennium Declaration [YUN 2000, p. 51], 
and some targets had been met well ahead of the 2015 
deadline. The world had reduced extreme poverty by 
half, reducing the number of people living in extreme 
poverty by 700 million in 2010. Progress on poverty 
reduction nevertheless was uneven. While some re-
gions, such as Eastern and South-Eastern Asia, had 
met the target, others, such as sub-Saharan Africa 
and Southern Asia, still lagged behind. According to 
World Bank projections, sub-Saharan Africa was not 
expected to meet the target by 2015. With regard to 
employment, the weak and uneven global economic 
recovery continued to take its toll on labour mar-
kets, particularly in the developing world. That was 
reflected in limited progress in the reduction of low-
quality employment, which was widespread in most 
developing countries. Hunger continued to decline, 
but major efforts were needed to achieve the hunger 
target globally by 2015. Efforts in the fight against 
malaria and tuberculosis had shown results, and access 
to an improved drinking water source had become a 
reality for 2.3 billion people.

Substantial gains were made towards reach-
ing gender parity in school enrolment at all levels 
of education in all developing regions. The political 
participation of women continued to increase, with 46 
countries having more than 30 per cent female mem-
bers of parliament in at least one chamber. Official 
development assistance stood at $134.8 billion in 
2013, the highest level ever recorded; however, aid 
was shifting away from the poorest countries. The 
debt burden of developing countries remained stable 
at three per cent of export revenue.

The report concluded that much had been accom-
plished through the concerted efforts of all, saving and 
improving the lives of many people, but the agenda 
remained unfinished. Continued progress towards 
the mdgs in the remaining year was essential to pro-
vide a solid foundation for the post-2015 development 
agenda.

Report of Secretary-General. In accordance with 
the outcome document of the General Assembly 2010 
High-level Plenary Meeting on the mdgs, adopted 
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ticular Least Development Countries (ldcs), in those 
meetings; requested the Secretary-General to pro-
vide timely and regular updates on the availability of 
financial resources from the relevant trust funds; and 
stressed the need for flexibility in convening meetings 
of the process of intergovernmental negotiations on the 
post-2015 development agenda, and noted the possibil-
ity of convening additional meetings of up to five days 
duration.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 29 December [meeting 77], the General Assembly 
adopted resolution 69/244 [draft: A/69/L.43] without 
vote [agenda items 13 (a) & 115].

Organization of the United Nations summit for the 
adoption of the post-2015 development agenda

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 55/2 of 8  September 2000, 

60/1 of 16  September 2005 and 65/1 of 22  September 
2010, by which it adopted the United Nations Millennium 
Declaration, the 2005 World Summit Outcome and 
the outcome of the 2010 United Nations summit on the 
Millennium Development Goals, respectively,

Recalling also its resolution 66/288 of 27 July 2012, by 
which it endorsed the outcome document of the United 
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, entitled 
“The future we want”,

Recalling further the outcome document of the special 
event of the President of the General Assembly to follow 
up efforts made towards achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals, held on 25 September 2013, adopted 
by the General Assembly in its resolution 68/6 of 9 Oc-
tober 2013, including the decision to launch a process of 
intergovernmental negotiations, which will lead to the adop-
tion of the post-2015 development agenda, and the request to 
the Secretary-General to synthesize the full range of inputs 
then available and to submit a synthesis report before the 
end of 2014, as an input to intergovernmental negotiations,

Recalling its resolution 68/279 of 30 June 2014, by which 
it decided to convene the third International Conference 
on Financing for Development in Addis Ababa, from 13 to 
16 July 2015,

Mindful of the processes mandated in the outcome doc-
ument of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development, in particular the Open Working Group on 
Sustainable Development Goals and the Intergovernmental 
Committee of Experts on Sustainable Development Fi-
nancing, as well as the process to develop options for a 
technology facilitation mechanism,

Taking note of other relevant inputs received and under 
way from United Nations intergovernmental bodies, the 
United Nations system and relevant United Nations meet-
ings and processes, which could serve as useful inputs to the 
deliberations on the post-2015 development agenda,

Bearing in mind that the summit for the adoption of the 
post-2015 development agenda coincides with the seventieth 
anniversary of the United Nations,

1. Decides that the United Nations summit for the 
adoption of the post-2015 development agenda will be held 
from 25 to 27 September 2015, in New York, and convened 
as a high-level plenary meeting of the General Assembly;

had changed dramatically since 2000. It will need to 
contain a vision that integrated a broader scope of issues 
and the three dimensions of sustainable development 
with universal applicability, while taking into account 
the principle of common but differentiated responsibili-
ties. Overcoming the significant challenges to meeting 
the mdgs in 2015 and sustaining development gains in 
the future would require addressing some of the main 
facilitators and enablers of development; promoting 
inclusive development; and enhancing measurement, 
monitoring and review. International cooperation and 
coordination would be essential to the success of that 
approach. Among the recommendations made were 
that the international community should design a uni-
fied and universal post-2015 development agenda that 
was guided by the intrinsic linkage between poverty 
reduction and sustainable development. The post-
2015 framework should include an intergenerational 
approach towards inclusive development, addressing 
equally the needs of children, their parents, those in 
the labour force and ageing populations, in order to 
combat inequalities that could become cumulative over 
time. The international community should undertake 
global economic and financial coordination to reduce 
macroeconomic volatility and risks, many of which in-
ordinately affected developing countries and made it 
very difficult for them to integrate successfully into the 
global economy.

Communication. On 14  May [E/2014/74], Ne-
pal, in its capacity as Chair of the Commission for 
Social Development, forwarded to the President of 
the Economic and Social Council the summary of 
the discussion held during the fifty-second session 
of the Commission on of the theme “Promoting 
empowerment of people in achieving poverty eradi-
cation, social integration and full employment and 
decent work for all” (see p. 1228), which was closely 
linked to the main theme of the high-level segment of 
the Economic and Social Council for 2014.

On 29 December, by decision 69/554, the Assem-
bly decided that the agenda item on follow-up to the 
outcome of the Millennium Summit would remain for 
consideration during its resumed sixty-ninth (2015) 
session.

Organization of UN summit for the adoption 
of the post-2015 development agenda

On 29 December, (decision 69/550), the General 
Assembly decided on the dates in 2015 for the meet-
ings of the process of intergovernmental negotiations 
on the post-2015 development agenda (19–21 Janu-
ary; 17–20  February; 23–27  March; 20–24  April; 
18–22 May; 22–25 June; 20–24 and 27–31 July 2015); 
invited all Member States and other potential donors 
to consider contributing generously to all relevant UN 
trust funds to support the travel and participation of 
the representatives from developing countries, in par-
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level political forum under the auspices of the General 
Assembly in 2015 in relation to the launch of the post-2015 
development agenda, with a view to reaching agreement by 
the end of 2014 in this regard;

14. Requests the President of the sixty-ninth session of 
the General Assembly to hold open, inclusive and transpar-
ent intergovernmental consultations with all Member States 
through the appointment, by the end of September 2014, of 
two co-facilitators, one from a developing country and one 
from a developed country, with a view to reaching agreement 
on all remaining issues relating to the intergovernmental ne-
gotiation process, including the summit;

15. Requests that the organization and modalities for 
the intergovernmental negotiations be established by the end 
of December 2014, keeping in mind the need for effective 
coordination and coherence in order to build synergies with 
other relevant United Nations intergovernmental processes.

Annex I
Organization of the plenary meetings and 

establishment of the list of speakers for the United 
Nations summit for the adoption of the post-2015 

development agenda
1. The summit will consist of plenary meetings as fol-

lows:
  25 September 2015, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 

from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m.
  26 September 2015, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 

from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m.
  27 September 2015, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 

from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
2. The podium in the General Assembly Hall will 

have three seats to accommodate the two Co-Chairs and 
the Secretary-General.

3. The list of speakers for the plenary meetings of the 
summit will be established in accordance with the rules 
of procedure and established practices of the General 
Assembly. The initial list of speakers for the summit will be 
available in May 2015.

4. At the opening plenary meeting, on Friday morn-
ing, 25 September 2015, the initial speakers will include the 
two Co-Chairs, the Secretary-General and the head of the 
delegation of the host country of the Organization.

5. A representative from civil society of appropriate 
stature and level will be included in the list of speakers as 
keynote speaker after the opening statements.

6. Representatives of the intergovernmental group-
ings, the President of the World Bank Group, the Man-
aging Director of the International Monetary Fund, the 
Director-General of the World Trade Organization and the 
heads of the United Nations system may also be included in 
the list of speakers for the plenary meetings of the summit.

7. Without prejudice to other organizations which have 
observer status in the General Assembly, a representative of 
each of the following may also be included in the list of 
speakers for the plenary meetings of the summit:
  League of Arab States
  African Union
  Organization of Islamic Cooperation
  World Conference of Speakers of Parliament of the 

Inter-Parliamentary Union.
8. In order to accommodate all speakers at the 

summit, statements will be limited to five minutes, on the 

2. Also decides that the rules of procedure and estab-
lished practices of the General Assembly shall apply for the 
summit unless otherwise decided in the present resolution 
and the annexes thereto;

3. Further decides that the general debate of the General 
Assembly at its seventieth session will begin on 28 Septem-
ber 2015, on the understanding that these arrangements 
shall in no way create a precedent for the general debate at 
future sessions;

4. Decides that the summit will be composed of ple-
nary meetings concurrent with interactive dialogues;

5. Invites, owing to the importance of the summit, the 
Head of State of the country of the President of the General 
Assembly at its sixty-ninth session and the Head of State or 
Government of the country of the President of the Assembly 
at its seventieth session to jointly preside over the summit;

6. Reiterates that the 2015 summit will be held with 
the participation of Heads of State or Government, and 
encourages all Member States to be represented at that level;

7. Invites the United Nations funds and programmes 
and the specialized agencies of the United Nations system, as 
well as the Bretton Woods institutions, including the World 
Bank Group and the International Monetary Fund, the 
World Trade Organization, the regional development banks, 
the regional commissions of the United Nations and other 
relevant stakeholders, including parliamentarians, academia, 
non-governmental organizations, civil society organizations, 
major groups and the private sector, to participate in the 
summit, including in its interactive dialogues and prepara-
tory process, according to the modalities specified in the an-
nexes to the present resolution, and encourages them, as well 
as Member States and observers, to consider initiatives and 
activities in the preparation and the lead up to the summit;

8. Reiterates that, to arrive at an inclusive and people-
centred post-2015 development agenda, the summit should 
engage all relevant stakeholders;

9. Invites the Inter-Parliamentary Union, including 
through the Fourth World Conference of Speakers of Parlia-
ment, to develop and submit a contribution to the summit;

10. Requests the President of the General Assembly to 
organize, with early preparations and in the most effective 
and efficient way, and to preside over two days of informal 
interactive hearings, before June 2015, with representatives of 
non-governmental organizations, civil society organizations, 
major groups and the private sector, and requests the Presi-
dent of the Assembly to prepare a summary of the hearings, 
to be made available prior to the summit;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to use the existing 
United Nations trust funds established prior to the high-
level meetings of 2005 and 2010, as appropriate, to enhance 
the participation of representatives of non-governmental 
organizations and civil society organizations and major 
groups from developing countries in the hearings and the 
summit itself, and encourages Member States and others, as 
appropriate, to provide further support to the trust funds;

12. Also requests the Secretary-General, in order to 
enhance the active participation in the summit of repre-
sentatives from developing countries, particularly from the 
least developed countries, to make efforts to use, in an ef-
ficient and effective manner, the limited available resources 
for that purpose;

13. Reaffirms the decision to consider at its sixty-
ninth session the need to convene a meeting of the high-
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2. The hearings will be attended by representatives 
of non-governmental organizations in consultative status 
with the Economic and Social Council, civil society 
organizations, the private sector, major groups and Member 
States and observers.

3. The President of the General Assembly will deter-
mine the list of invited participants and the exact format 
and organization of the hearings, in consultation with 
Member States and representatives of non-governmental 
organizations in consultative status with the Economic 
and Social Council, civil society organizations, the private 
sector and major groups.

4. The themes of the hearings will be informed by the 
synthesis report of the Secretary-General and decided on 
by the President of the General Assembly in consultation 
with Member States.

Annex IV
Other participants

1. Representatives of non-governmental organizations 
in consultative status with the Economic and Social 
Council, including those on the roster through the list of 
the Commission on Sustainable Development, representa-
tives of non-governmental organizations and civil society 
organizations that have participated in previous United 
Nations summits and non-governmental organizations 
and other major groups that were accredited to the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Development and 
the World Summit on Sustainable Development held in 1992 
and in 2002, respectively, will be invited to participate in the 
plenary meetings and interactive dialogues of the summit.

2. The President of the General Assembly will draw 
up a list of other relevant representatives of relevant non-
governmental organizations, civil society organizations, 
academic institutions and the private sector who may 
participate in the plenary meetings and interactive dia-
logue of the summit, taking into account the principle of 
transparency and the principle of equitable geographical 
representation, and submit the proposed list to Member 
States for their consideration on a non-objection basis.

3. Representatives of non-governmental organizations 
in consultative status with the Economic and Social 
Council, civil society organizations, major groups and the 
private sector, one from each grouping, selected through 
a transparent and inclusive process during the informal 
interactive hearings, may also be included in the list of 
speakers for the plenary meetings of the summit, in con-
sultation with the President of the General Assembly.

4. In addition, interested non-governmental 
organizations that are not in consultative status with the 
Economic and Social Council and private sector represent-
atives may apply to the General Assembly following the 
procedures detailed in this annex. The complete list of ap-
plicants will be circulated to Member States.

5. The arrangements set out above shall in no way cre-
ate a precedent.

Entrepreneurship for development

In accordance with General Assembly resolution 
67/202 [YUN 2012, p. 820], the Secretary-General sub-
mitted an August report [A/69/320] on entrepreneurship 
for development, prepared by unctad, with inputs 

understanding that this will not preclude the distribution 
of more extensive texts.

9. Other than for Member States, the list of speakers 
for the plenary meetings of the summit will be closed on 
Monday, 3 August 2015.

10. The arrangements set out above shall in no way 
create a precedent.

Annex II
Organization of the interactive dialogues for the 

United Nations summit for the adoption of the post-
2015 development agenda

1. The summit will hold six interactive dialogues, as 
follows:
  25 September 2015, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 

from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
  26 September 2015, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 

from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
  27 September 2015, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 

from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
2. The six dialogues will be co-chaired by two Heads 

of State or Government.
3. The interactive dialogues will be guided by the 

rules of procedure and established practices of the General 
Assembly.

4. The chairs of the interactive dialogues will be from 
the African States, the Asia-Pacific States, the Eastern 
European States, the Latin American and Caribbean States 
and the Western European and other States. The chairs will 
be selected by their respective regional groups in consulta-
tion with the President of the General Assembly.

5. Following the selection of chairs of the dialogues, 
participation will be determined on a first-come, first-
served basis, ensuring that equitable geographical distribu-
tion is maintained, allowing for some flexibility. Member 
States are encouraged to be represented at the interactive 
dialogues at the level of Head of State or Government.

6. While retaining the intergovernmental character of 
the interactive dialogues, the United Nations system and 
other stakeholders, in accordance with annex IV below, 
are also invited to participate in the interactive dialogues. 
Arrangements will be made through existing and appro-
priate United Nations information and communications 
technology platforms to facilitate in this regard.

7. The themes for the interactive dialogues will be de-
cided through the intergovernmental negotiation process 
for the summit.

8. The list of participants in each interactive dialogue 
will be made available prior to the meeting.

9. Summaries of the deliberations of the interactive 
dialogues will be presented orally by the chairs of the 
interactive dialogues or their representatives during the 
concluding plenary meeting of the United Nations summit.

Annex III
Organization of the informal interactive hearings
1. The President of the General Assembly will preside 

over two days of informal interactive hearings to be held 
before June 2015. The hearings will include participation 
from non-governmental organizations in consultative 
status with the Economic and Social Council, civil society 
organizations, the private sector and major groups and an 
exchange of views with Member States.
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Commission on the Status of Women at its fifty-eighth 
session, and stressing that women, particularly in developing 
countries, are important drivers of entrepreneurship,

Taking note of the ministerial declaration adopted at 
the high-level segment of the substantive session of 2012 
of the Economic and Social Council, entitled “Promoting 
productive capacity, employment and decent work to erad-
icate poverty in the context of inclusive, sustainable and 
equitable economic growth at all levels for achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals”,

Welcoming the contribution of all relevant stake-
holders, including the private sector, non-governmental 
organizations and civil society, to the implementation of 
the outcomes of the United Nations conferences and sum-
mits and their reviews in the economic, social, environ-
mental and related fields, as well as the realization of the 
internationally agreed development goals, including the 
Millennium Development Goals,

Recognizing the important contribution entrepreneur-
ship can make to sustainable development by creating jobs 
and driving economic growth and innovation, improving 
social conditions and contributing to addressing environ-
mental challenges, and stressing the importance of giving 
appropriate consideration to the promotion of entrepre-
neurship in the context of the discussions on the post-2015 
development agenda,

Recognizing also the importance of developing 
comprehensive and comparable data to monitor progress 
in the implementation of entrepreneurship policies,

1. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General;
2. Emphasizes the need for improved regulatory en-

vironments and policy initiatives that promote entrepre-
neurship and foster small and medium-sized enterprises, 
as well as microenterprises, and stresses the positive role 
entrepreneurship plays in driving job creation and expand-
ing opportunities for all, including for women and youth;

3. Encourages Governments to take a coordinated and 
inclusive approach to promoting entrepreneurship involv-
ing all stakeholders, while noting initiatives of civil society, 
academia and the private sector as important entrepreneur-
ship drivers, and to develop policies, taking into account 
national priorities and circumstances, that address the legal, 
social and regulatory barriers to equal, effective economic 
participation, and stresses the need for a comprehensive 
approach to entrepreneurship that includes support from 
development partners in the areas of technology transfer 
on favourable terms, including on concessional and pref-
erential terms, as mutually agreed, finance and capacity-
building, with a focus on education and skills development;

4. Acknowledges the important role trade plays in 
enhancing the capacity of enterprises, and reaffirms in 
this regard the critical role that a universal, rules-based, 
open, non-discriminatory and equitable multilateral trad-
ing system can play in stimulating economic growth and 
development worldwide, thereby benefiting all countries at 
all stages of development as they advance towards sustain-
able development;

5. Emphasizes that partnerships with the private sector 
play an important role in promoting entrepreneurship, gen-
erating employment and investment, increasing revenue po-
tential, developing new technologies and innovative business 
models and enabling high, sustained, inclusive and equitable 
economic growth while protecting workers’ rights;

from desa, UN agencies and relevant stakeholders. 
The report assessed progress in the implementation of 
resolution 67/202, taking stock of policy trends, good 
practices and lessons learned. It was structured around 
six priority areas: formulating a national entrepreneur-
ship strategy; optimizing the regulatory environment; 
enhancing entrepreneurship education and skills 
development; facilitating technology exchange and in-
novation; improving access to finance; and promoting 
awareness and networking. The report highlighted 
efforts to develop entrepreneurship policy through a 
bottom-up approach, building on inputs from subna-
tional regions, cities and all types of communities, as 
well as on institution-building and the participation 
of a broad spectrum of stakeholders in policymaking. 
The report proposed measures to leverage national and 
regional policy networks in order to scale up and trans-
fer their experiences, and encouraged the adoption of 
common impact indicators. It also suggested measures 
to enhance access to finance and to develop entrepre-
neurship promotion among women, youth and minori-
ties—offering guidance on how to establish national 
centres of excellence in entrepreneurship, and encourag-
ing networking and the sharing of good practices.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 75], the General Assembly, 
on the recommendation of the Second Committee 
[A/69/468 & Corr.1], adopted resolution 69/210 by re-
corded vote (133-30-7) [agenda item 19].

Entrepreneurship for development

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 67/202 of 21 December 2012,
Reaffirming the commitments to development and 

poverty eradication emanating from the United Nations 
Millennium Declaration and the commitments made at the 
2005 World Summit, the 2010 high-level plenary meeting 
of the General Assembly on the Millennium Development 
Goals and other major United Nations summits, confer-
ences and special sessions,

Recalling the special event to follow up efforts made 
towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals, 
held on 25 September 2013, and its outcome document,

Recalling also the outcome of the United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development, held in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, entitled “The future 
we want”, and recognizing the potential of entrepreneurship 
to contribute to specific sustainable development objectives,

Reaffirming the Monterrey Consensus of the International 
Conference on Financing for Development in its holis-
tic approach and the Doha Declaration on Financing for 
Development: outcome document of the Follow-up 
International Conference on Financing for Development to 
Review the Implementation of the Monterrey Consensus,

Recalling the Istanbul Declaration and Programme of 
Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 
2011–2020,

Recalling also the Beijing Declaration and Platform 
for Action and the agreed conclusions adopted by the 
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cooperation and networking and the sharing of best prac-
tices between them;

17. Calls upon the relevant organizations and bod-
ies of the United Nations system to further recognize and 
integrate entrepreneurship in its various forms into their 
policies, programmes and reports and to support national 
efforts in this regard, as appropriate;

18. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its seventy-first session a report on 
the progress made in implementing the present resolution, 
highlighting indicators based on existing work, as well as 
identifying best practices and possible measures that could 
be taken at all levels in support of entrepreneurship.

RECORDED VOTE ON RESOLUTION 69/210:
In favour: Albania, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Bar-

buda, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, 
Bahamas, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhu-
tan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Bul-
garia, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cam-
eroon, Canada, Central African Republic, Chile, Colombia, 
Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Dominican 
Republic, El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, 
France, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, 
Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Hondu-
ras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, 
Japan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, 
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malawi, Malta, Mar-
shall Islands, Mexico, Micronesia, Monaco, Mongolia, Mon-
tenegro, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Nether-
lands, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Panama, Papua 
New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, 
Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Rwanda, 
Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, San 
Marino, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Spain, Suri-
name, Sweden, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-
Leste, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tuvalu, Uganda, 
United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, United States, 
Uruguay, Vanuatu, Viet Nam, Zambia.

Against: Afghanistan, Algeria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bru-
nei Darussalam, Chad, Cuba, Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea, Djibouti, Egypt, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Malaysia, Maldives, Morocco, Nicaragua, Oman, 
Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Tunisia, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, Venezuela, Yemen.

Abstaining: China, Ecuador, Mali, Mauritania, Mauri-
tius, South Africa, Sri Lanka.

Industrial development cooperation

In an August note [A/69/331], the Secretary-General 
transmitted to the General Assembly the report of the 
Director-General of the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (unido), submitted in 
accordance with General Assembly resolution 67/225 
[YUN 2012, p. 822]. The report reviewed the most recent 
trends in industrial development, including manu-
facturing value added and growth in countries, the 
universal demand for innovative industrial policies 
and strategies and the relationship of industrialization 
with the economic, social and environmental dimen-
sions of sustainable development. It also analysed the 
importance of industrial development in the context of 

6. Invites Member States to strengthen the capacity 
of national financial institutions to reach out to those who 
have no access to banking, insurance and other financial 
services, and encourages them to adopt regulatory and 
supervisory frameworks that facilitate the safe and sound 
provision of services to such populations, increase access 
to information and promote financial literacy, particularly 
for women;

7. Encourages Member States to expand alternative 
sources of financing and diversify the retail financial service 
system to include non-traditional providers of financial 
services, such as microcredit and microfinance, stresses the 
value of a sound regulatory framework in this regard, and 
also encourages the provision of incentives to microfinance 
institutions that meet national standards for delivering 
sound financial services to the poor, with a particular em-
phasis on women;

8. Emphasizes the important role of national efforts 
aimed at bringing informal workers into the formal 
economy and integrating them into national social security 
systems;

9. Recognizes that technological improvement, partic-
ularly through the diffusion of technology, can provide new 
opportunities for businesses to improve their competitive-
ness, and in this regard encourages Member States to in-
crease cooperation in support of technology exchange and 
transfer, innovation and capacity-building programmes for 
promoting entrepreneurship;

10. Also recognizes the value of teaching entrepre-
neurial skills at all levels of education, ensuring the full 
and equal participation of women and girls, and encourages 
entrepreneurship education through skills development, 
capacity-building, training programmes and business in-
cubators;

11. Acknowledges the role of entrepreneurship in ena-
bling youth to turn their creativity, energy and ideas into 
business opportunities by helping to facilitate their entry 
into the labour market;

12. Encourages the United Nations system, in 
cooperation with Member States, to identify indicators 
that can be used to evaluate the success of entrepreneur-
ship policies;

13. Recognizes that democratic political institutions, 
transparent and accountable public and private entities, 
effective anti-corruption measures and responsible cor-
porate governance are key conditions for making market 
economies and enterprises more responsive to the values 
and long-term goals of society;

14. Acknowledges that the private sector can contribute 
to the achievement of sustainable development and support 
national regulatory and policy frameworks that enable 
business and industry to advance sustainable development 
initiatives, taking into account the importance of respon-
sible business practices and corporate social responsibility;

15. Encourages the international community to 
support the efforts of countries in promoting entrepreneur-
ship and fostering the development of small and medium-
sized enterprises, as well as microenterprises, taking into 
account the challenges and opportunities of increased trade 
liberalization;

16. Encourages countries to consider establishing 
or strengthening national centres of excellence in en-
trepreneurship and similar bodies, and also encourages 
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tled “The future we want”, and the outcome document of 
the special event to follow up efforts made towards achiev-
ing the Millennium Development Goals,

Recalling further the fifteenth session of the General 
Conference of the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization, held in Lima from 2 to 6 December 2013, 
and the Lima Declaration: towards inclusive and sustainable 
industrial development, in which the General Conference 
notably reaffirmed the unique mandate of the Organization 
and laid the foundation for its upcoming work to support 
Member States in achieving inclusive and sustainable 
industrial development,

Recalling the third International Conference on Small 
Island Developing States, held in Apia from 1 to 4 Sep-
tember 2014, and its outcome document, entitled “Sids 
Accelerated Modalities of Action (samoa) Pathway”,

Recalling also its resolution 68/309 of 10  September 
2014, in which it welcomed the report of the Open Working 
Group on Sustainable Development Goals and decided that 
the proposal of the Open Working Group contained in the 
report shall be the main basis for integrating sustainable 
development goals into the post-2015 development agenda, 
while recognizing that other inputs will also be considered 
in the intergovernmental negotiation process at the sixty-
ninth session of the General Assembly,

Noting that inclusive and sustainable industrial 
development can effectively contribute to the achievement 
of a transformative agenda, integrating, in a balanced man-
ner, the three dimensions of sustainable development,

Acknowledging the industrial development reports 
prepared by the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization, which examine structural change and 
policies in relation to industrial development to improve 
the contribution of industry to sustainable development, 
social inclusion, decent work, productivity growth and 
energy efficiency,

Emphasizing the essential role of inclusive and sustain-
able industrial development as part of a comprehensive 
strategy of structural economic transformation in eradi-
cating poverty and supporting sustained economic 
growth, and thus in contributing to achieving sustainable 
development in developing countries, including the most 
vulnerable countries, and in particular African countries, 
least developed countries, landlocked developing countries 
and small island developing States, while recognizing the 
specific challenges facing middle-income countries, and 
emphasizing further that countries in situations of conflict 
also need special attention,

Recognizing the diversity of ways to achieve inclusive and 
sustainable industrial development and, in this connection, 
that each country has the primary responsibility for its 
own development and the right to determine its own 
development paths and appropriate strategies,

Stressing the importance of international industrial 
cooperation to promote inclusive and sustainable industri-
alization and to address major challenges and issues such 
as poverty eradication, growth and decent jobs, resource 
efficiency, energy, pollution and climate change, shifting 
demographics, knowledge networking and the narrowing 
of growing inequalities,

Underscoring the importance of using science, technology 
and innovation to build and maintain resilient industrial 
infrastructure and achieve inclusive and sustainable 
industrial development,

the emerging development agenda beyond 2015; and 
described the role and recent contributions of unido, 
as the UN specialized agency mandated to promote 
inclusive and sustainable industrial development and 
international industrial cooperation.

Unido statistics demonstrated that the global 
industrial landscape had changed dramatically, with 
industrial growth figures in the fourth quarter of 
2013 indicating a boost in the manufacturing sector 
of emerging industrial countries, and more sustained 
growth among industrialized markets. Industry in 
developing countries had undergone major structural 
changes, which were expected to significantly benefit 
the industrial performance of those countries in terms 
of productivity and competitiveness in the medium 
and longer term. According to unido, major efforts 
would be needed to ensure the increased inclusiveness 
of the benefits of industrialization and to achieve a 
more equitable distribution of those benefits among 
women and men and across all groups, countries and 
regions. In considering the development agenda be-
yond 2015, Member States should consider adopting 
a goal on inclusive and sustainable industrialization, 
resilient infrastructure and innovation. Technology 
transfer and knowledge networking should be sup-
ported as key means of achieving inclusive and sustain-
able industrialization. The Green Industry Platform, 
the Accelerated Agribusiness and Agro-Industry 
Development Initiative, the Institute for Capacity 
Development, the Networks for Prosperity initiative 
and the global forums on inclusive and sustainable 
industrial development could serve as valuable models 
in that regard. Unido should strengthen its work in 
advancing industry-related innovation networks and 
systems; support Governments in addressing key de-
terminants for future industrial growth and prosper-
ity; and further strengthen all four enablers: technical 
cooperation, analytical and policy advisory services, 
normative activities and convening for knowledge 
transfer and networking.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 75], the General Assembly, 
on the recommendation of the Second Committee 
[A/69/472/Add.2], adopted resolution 69/235 without 
vote [agenda item 23 (b)].

Industrial development cooperation

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 49/108 of 19 December 1994, 

51/170 of 16 December 1996, 53/177 of 15 December 1998, 
55/187 of 20 December 2000, 57/243 of 20 December 
2002, 59/249 of 22 December 2004, 61/215 of 20 Decem-
ber 2006, 63/231 of 19 December 2008, 65/175 of 20 De-
cember 2010 and 67/225 of 21 December 2012,

Recalling also the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development, held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
from 20 to 22 June 2012, and its outcome document, enti-



Chapter I: Development policy and international economic cooperation 967

structural transformation and diversification of their econo-
mies, which can help to promote economic growth and 
development;

12. Further emphasizes the need for the international 
community and the private sector, as appropriate, to con-
tribute to creating an enabling environment for sustainable 
industrial development;

13. Underlines the importance of strengthening 
existing and forging new partnerships and networks at the 
global, regional and subregional levels, including South-
South cooperation and triangular cooperation, and the full 
involvement of all relevant stakeholders towards achieving 
inclusive and sustainable industrial development;

14. Stresses that the lack of a dynamic industrial and 
manufacturing sector is one of the factors that can lead to a 
widening of the income gap between rich and poor and to 
the erosion of social protection systems;

15. Encourages the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization to promote dialogue and multi-
stakeholder partnerships in order to monitor and foster pro-
gress towards the achievement of inclusive and sustainable 
industrial development;

16. Notes with appreciation the role of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization in leverag-
ing the private sector as a partner for development, including 
through the organization of global dialogues;

17. Notes the continuing cooperation of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization with the en-
tities of the United Nations system, including the specialized 
agencies, funds and programmes;

18. Underscores the continuing work of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization as a global 
forum to disseminate knowledge and provide advice on 
industrial policies and strategies, successful industrializa-
tion experiences and best practices;

19. Recognizes the key role of the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization in promoting sustain-
able industrial development and industrial innovation and 
mainstreaming science and technology into national pro-
ductive systems;

20. Encourages regional, subregional and interregional 
cooperation as a platform for international industrial 
cooperation aiming to promote investments and technology 
transfer on mutually agreed terms, to disseminate good 
policies and practices as well as to foster decent work, in-
cluding for youth and women;

21. Calls upon the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization to continue to play an active 
role in implementing the quadrennial comprehensive policy 
review of operational activities for development and General 
Assembly resolution 64/289 of 2 July 2010 on system-wide 
coherence;

22. Also calls upon the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization to continue, upon request, to 
support developing countries in achieving enhanced levels 
of inclusive and sustainable industrial development, nota-
bly in building productive capacities in an inclusive man-
ner, building trade capacities in industries and building 
institutional capacities for making industries sustainable 
through cleaner production technologies and resource ef-
ficiency methodologies;

23. Encourages the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization to continue to assist developing 

Recognizing the role of the business community, includ-
ing the private sector, in enhancing the dynamic process of 
the development of the industrial sector, underlining the 
importance of the benefits of foreign direct investment in 
that process, and recognizing also in this regard that an ena-
bling national environment is vital for mobilizing national 
resources, increasing productivity, reducing capital flight, 
encouraging the private sector and making effective use 
of international investment and assistance and that efforts 
to create such an environment should be supported by the 
international community,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of 
the Director General of the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization;

2. Notes with appreciation the adoption, on 2 Decem-
ber 2013, of the Lima Declaration: towards inclusive and 
sustainable industrial development;

3. Encourages giving due consideration to the issue 
of inclusive and sustainable industrial development in the 
elaboration of the post-2015 development agenda;

4. Recognizes the unique mandate of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization, within the 
United Nations system, to promote inclusive and sustainable 
industrial development and the critical contribution made 
by that Organization;

5. Also recognizes that the mobilization of national 
and international resources and an enabling national and 
international environment are key drivers for sustainable 
development;

6. Underlines the potential benefits, for developing 
countries, of stepping up their efforts to finance their own 
development by improving domestic resource mobilization 
and promoting financing, spurred by a robust and vibrant 
industrial sector, in order to achieve a long-term impact 
through local, national and regional ownership;

7. Emphasizes that each country must take the pri-
mary responsibility for its own industrial development, that 
national ownership and leadership are indispensable in the 
development process and that the role of national policies, 
resources and development strategies cannot be overempha-
sized;

8. Recognizes that ensuring inclusive and sustainable 
industrial development requires consistent industrial policies 
and institutional frameworks that are duly supported by the 
necessary investment in industrial infrastructure, innova-
tion, environmental technologies and skills development;

9. Also recognizes that inclusive and sustainable 
industrial development can play a crucial role in the real-
ization of other major development objectives since, 
through inclusive and sustainable approaches to industrial 
development, countries can achieve self-sustaining economic 
and social development in an environmentally sustainable 
framework;

10. Emphasizes the need to promote, in the con-
text of industrial development, gender equality and the 
empowerment of women at all levels, including in decision-
making processes;

11. Also emphasizes that national efforts should be sup-
ported by development partners, as appropriate, and need 
to be complemented by a rules-based multilateral trading 
system that facilitates trade and provides opportunities for 
developing countries to broaden their competitive export 
base by strengthening their capacities and facilitating the 
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29. Stresses the importance of the activities of the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization, 
within its mandate, to support the efforts of middle-income 
countries to eradicate poverty, reduce inequalities and 
achieve sustainable development;

30. Encourages the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization to continue to develop its effec-
tiveness in each of its four capacities of technical cooperation, 
research and analysis, normative assistance and global forum 
activities, with the aim of enhancing the quality of the 
services it provides to developing countries and countries 
with economies in transition;

31. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its seventy-first session a report on the 
implementation of the present resolution.

Science, technology and innovation 
for development

Commission on Science 
and Technology for Development

At its seventeenth session (Geneva, 12–16 May) 
[E/2014/31-E/CN.16/2014/4], the Commission on Science 
and Technology for Development (cstd) reviewed 
the progress made in the implementation of and 
follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit 
on the Information Society (wsis) [YUN 2003, p. 857 
& YUN 2005, p. 933] at the regional and international 
levels. It also considered two priority themes: 
science, technology and innovation for the post-
2015 development agenda; and information and 
communications technologies (icts) for inclusive 
social and economic development. The session in-
cluded a segment on science, technology and innova-
tion policy, and two ministerial round tables on the 
review of progress made in the implementation of 
wsis outcomes; and on science, technology and in-
novation for the post-2015 development agenda.

Cstd had before it the Secretary-General’s report 
on the priority themes and on progress made in 
implementing and following up to the outcomes 
of wsis at the regional and international levels (see 
below); and reports by unctad on the meeting of 
the Commission’s intersessional panel on science, 
technology and innovation for the post-2015 
development agenda (Washington, D.C., 2–4 De-
cember 2013) [E/CN.16/2014/CRP.1]; the secretariat 
of the Internet Governance Forum (igf) on the 
ongoing implementation of the recommendations of 
the working group on improvements to the Forum 
[E/CN.16/2014/CRP.2] (see p. 977); and the Chair of 
the working group to examine the mandate of wsis 
regarding enhanced cooperation as contained in the 
Tunis Agenda [E/CN.16/2014/CRP.3] (see below).

The Secretary-General, in his report [E/CN.16/2014/2 
& Corr.1] on the priority theme of cstd related to 
science, technology and innovation for the post-2015 
development agenda, provided an overview of how 

countries, including the least developed countries and 
African countries, in participating in productive activities 
through, inter alia, the development of sustainable agro-
industry and agribusiness that improves food security, 
eradicates hunger and is economically viable, the promo-
tion of South-South cooperation and the transfer, diffusion 
and adoption of technology on mutually agreed terms, in 
building their engagement in international trade through 
the development of micro, small and medium-sized enter-
prises and in supporting, as appropriate, the meeting of 
international product and process standards and the inte-
gration of women and youth into the development process;

24. Also encourages the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization to support developing countries, 
upon request, in achieving sustainable development, includ-
ing through support for policies in the context of sustain-
able development and poverty eradication, and to promote 
environmentally sound and sustainable production, includ-
ing through programmes on cleaner production, industrial 
water management, industrial energy efficiency and the uti-
lization of efficient, modern and affordable forms of energy 
for productive use, especially in rural areas, and through 
continued cooperation with United Nations organizations 
and other organizations in order to support the achieve-
ment of multilateral environmental agreements and pro-
mote global goals on access to modern forms of energy, on 
energy efficiency and on renewable energy;

25. Further encourages the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization to strengthen its role in assisting 
developing countries to create and disseminate knowledge 
by, inter alia, making use of its global network of centres for 
investment and technology promotion, resource-efficient 
and cleaner production and South-South cooperation, as 
well as through its Institute for Capacity Development and 
its Networks for Prosperity initiative;

26. Reiterates the importance of promoting the 
creation and development of micro, small and medium-
sized enterprises as a strategy for achieving industrial 
development, economic dynamism and poverty and hun-
ger eradication, including through the mobilization of 
resources and measures to foster sustainable and inclu-
sive development, and in this regard recalls International 
Labour Organization recommendation No. 189 concerning 
job creation in small and medium-sized enterprises;

27. Acknowledges the importance of reporting on 
corporate sustainability, encourages companies, where ap-
propriate, especially publicly listed and large companies, to 
consider integrating sustainability information into their 
reporting cycle, and encourages industry, interested Gov-
ernments and relevant stakeholders, with the support of the 
United Nations system, as appropriate, to develop models 
for best practices and to facilitate action for the integration 
of sustainability reporting, taking into account experiences 
gained from already existing frameworks and paying partic-
ular attention to the needs of developing countries, includ-
ing for capacity-building;

28. Welcomes the ongoing support of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization for the New 
Partnership for Africa’s Development, the African (Accel-
erated) Agribusiness and Agro-industries Development 
Initiative, the Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Plan for 
Africa and other programmes of the African Union aimed 
at further strengthening the industrialization process in 
Africa;
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taining national competitiveness in the global economy, 
addressing global challenges and realizing sustainable 
development,

Recognizing further the seminal role that information and 
communications technologies play in promoting and empow-
ering science, technology and innovation for development,

Recalling the 2005 World Summit Outcome, in which 
it was recognized that science and technology, including 
information and communications technologies, are vital for 
the achievement of the internationally agreed development 
goals, and reaffirming the commitments contained therein,

Recalling also that the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development is the secretariat of the 
Commission,

Recognizing that the General Assembly, in its resolution 
68/220 of 20 December 2013 on science, technology and in-
novation for development, encouraged the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development to continue to un-
dertake science, technology and innovation policy reviews, 
with a view to assisting developing countries and countries 
with economies in transition in identifying the measures 
that are needed to integrate science, technology and inno-
vation policies into their national development strategies,

Recalling Economic and Social Council decision 
2011/235 of 26 July 2011 providing for the extension, until 
2015, of the mandate of the Gender Advisory Board of the 
Commission,

Recognizing the instrumental role of science, technology 
and innovation in the achievement of a number of 
Millennium Development Goals, and highlighting the role 
of science, technology and innovation as a cross-cutting 
theme of the post-2015 development agenda to continue to 
address global challenges,

Welcoming the work of the Commission on its two cur-
rent priority themes, “Science, technology and innovation 
for the post-2015 development agenda” and “Information 
and communications technologies for inclusive social and 
economic development”,

Noting the need for new approaches that embed science, 
technology and innovation policies and capacity-building 
as crucial components of national development plans, inter 
alia through collaboration between sectoral ministries, 
science, technology and innovation and information and 
communications technology agencies and a range of regu-
latory bodies,

Recognizing the increased regional integration efforts 
throughout the world and the associated regional dimen-
sion of science, technology and innovation issues,

Noting the significant achievements and continuing po-
tential contribution of information and communications 
technologies to human welfare, economic prosperity and 
employment,

Noting also that the success of using technology and in-
novation policies at the national level is facilitated by, among 
other things, the creation of policy environments that enable 
education and research institutions, businesses and industry 
to innovate, invest and transform science, technology and in-
novation into employment and economic growth incorporat-
ing all interrelated elements, including knowledge transfer,

Recommends the following for consideration by national 
Governments, the Commission on Science and Technology 
for Development and the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development:

science, technology and innovation (sti) could ad-
dress key challenges for the post-2015 development 
agenda. He examined the two subthemes: a dec-
ade of cstd contributions to the mdgs; and science, 
technology and innovation prospects for the post-2015 
development agenda. The report highlighted the work 
of cstd during the past decade towards achieving the 
mdgs and provided a forward-looking insight into the 
next set of developmental challenges and policy im-
plications surrounding sti applications beyond 2015.

The Secretary-General encouraged cstd to help 
articulate the important role of sti in the post-2015 
development agenda by acting as a forum for horizon 
scanning and strategic planning on ways and means 
to use sti to tackle future challenges, and where prac-
titioners and experts could exchange best practices in 
using STI for inclusive and sustainable development; 
and increase communication and cooperation among 
countries on sti and sustainable development. He 
also invited Member States, especially developing 
countries, to consider promoting local innovation 
capabilities to meet basic needs; encourage local en-
trepreneurship, eliminating any roadblocks to its 
operation; and promote the linkages between STI and 
sustainable development.

The Commission recommended two draft reso-
lutions and one draft decision for adoption by the 
Economic and Social Council. It adopted and brought 
to the attention of the Council a decision by which it 
took note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
science, technology and innovation for the post-2015 
development agenda.

On 16 July (decision 2014/237), the Council took 
note of the Commission’s report on its seventeenth 
session and approved the provisional agenda and doc-
umentation for its eighteenth (2015) session.

On 17  November, by resolution 2014/35 (see 
p.  1156), the General Assembly endorsed the es-
tablishment of an intergovernmental committee on 
technology for development in the Economic and 
Social Commission for Western Asia.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION

On 16 July [meeting 46], the Economic and Social 
Council, on the recommendation of the Commission 
on Science and Technology for Development 
[E/2014/31], adopted resolution 2014/28 without vote 
[agenda item 16 (b)].

Science, technology and innovation for development

The Economic and Social Council,
Recognizing the role of the Commission on Science 

and Technology for Development as the United Nations 
torch-bearer for science, technology and innovation for 
development,

Recognizing also the critical role and contribution of 
science, technology and innovation in building and main-
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tional needs, and drawing attention to emerging 
and disruptive technologies that can potentially 
affect the achievement of that agenda;

 (iii) To raise awareness among policymakers about the 
process of innovation and to identify particular 
opportunities for developing countries to benefit 
from such innovation, with special attention being 
placed on new trends in innovation that can offer 
novel possibilities for developing countries;

 (iv) To discuss and explore innovative financing mod-
els as a means to attract new sources of investment 
capital for science, technology, engineering and 
innovation-based solutions, in particular smaller 
scale, off-grid renewable energy technologies, to 
address pressing challenges and needs for sustain-
able development, in collaboration with other 
organizations where appropriate;

 (v) To provide a forum for sharing best practices, suc-
cessful local innovation models, case studies and ex-
periences on the use of science, technology and en-
gineering for innovation, in symbiotic relationship 
with information and communications technologies, 
for inclusive and sustainable development;

 (vi) To play an active role in creating awareness of the 
potential contribution of science, technology and 
innovation to the post-2015 development agenda 
through substantive inputs to relevant processes 
and bodies of the United Nations and to share find-
ings and good practices on science, technology and 
innovation among Member States and beyond;

 (vii) To provide a forum for sharing good practices 
and experiences to identify and recommend ways 
and appropriate measures to promote innova-
tion, research and development, creation of new 
knowledge and transfer of technology, as well as 
information and communications technologies for 
capacity-building in science, technology and engi-
neering education, research and entrepreneurship 
for the benefit of developing countries and, in this 
context, to explore ways to expand cooperation 
among all countries, with particular attention to 
addressing pollution problems in order to protect 
the environment and share available resources;

 (viii) To highlight the importance of the work of the 
Commission related to the implementation of 
and follow-up to the areas of information and 
communications technologies and science, 
technology and innovation related to the Millennium 
Development Goals and in the post-2015 development 
agenda, with the Chair of the Commission to report 
at appropriate reviews and meetings of the Economic 
and Social Council, including those related to the 
Millennium Development Goals review and the post-
2015 development agenda;

 (ix) To discuss the establishment of a systematic 
approach for strategy development related to 
science, technology and engineering for innovation;

(c) The United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development is encouraged:
 (i) To seek funding proactively for the expansion of 

science, technology and innovation policy reviews, 
with an emphasis on the critical role of information 
and communications technologies in empower-

(a) Governments, individually and collectively, 
are encouraged to take into account the findings of the 
Commission and to consider taking the following actions:
 (i) To closely link science, technology, innovation and 

strategies of sustainable development by promi-
nently featuring capacity-building in information 
and communications technologies and science, 
technology and innovation in national development 
planning;

 (ii) To promote local innovation capabilities for in-
clusive and sustainable economic development by 
bringing together local scientific, vocational and 
engineering knowledge, including through col-
laboration with and among national programmes;

 (iii) To undertake systemic research on new trends in 
information and communications technologies 
and science, technology and innovation and their 
impact on development, particularly in the context 
of the post-2015 development agenda;

 (iv) To promote information and communications 
technologies through a capability-based approach 
that rests on the foundations of learning, inno-
vation and competence-building systems, rather 
than a needs-based approach, and by establish-
ing a conducive environment that attracts and 
supports private investment, innovation and en-
trepreneurship;

 (v) To seek international cooperation opportunities 
in information and communications technologies, 
particularly in terms of identifying good practices, 
for example in e-learning—especially massive 
open online courses—e-government, e-science, 
e-health, management of electronic waste and 
disaster resilience, through existing and new 
cooperation platforms;

 (vi) To address the ongoing and persistent gender gap in 
the fields of science, technology and innovation as 
a whole, and science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics education in particular, by encourag-
ing mentoring and supporting other efforts to at-
tract and retain women and girls in those fields;

 (vii) To support the policies and activities of developing 
countries in the fields of science and technology 
through North-South and South-South 
cooperation by encouraging financial and technical 
assistance, capacity-building and technical training 
programmes or courses;

(b) The Commission is encouraged:
 (i) To continue its role as a torch-bearer for science, 

technology and innovation and to provide high-level 
advice to the Economic and Social Council and the 
General Assembly on relevant science, technology, 
engineering and innovation issues;

 (ii) To help to articulate the important role of 
information and communications technologies 
and science, technology, innovation and engineer-
ing in the post-2015 development agenda by act-
ing as a forum for horizon scanning and strategic 
planning, providing foresight about critical trends 
in science, technology and innovation in areas such 
as food security, the management of water and 
other natural resources, urbanization, advanced 
manufacturing and related education and voca-
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According to the report, the economic and social 
impacts of ICTs were widespread and profound. Gov-
ernments were increasingly recognizing the impor-
tance and potential of icts in their national social and 
economic objectives by developing national ict policies. 
The fastest growth in Internet usage was in developing 
countries where people were increasingly becoming 
“Internet creators”, with around 150,000 Internet-
related start-ups on an annual basis. Nevertheless, 
sizeable gaps in ict development remained between 
and within regions. Internet governance was an impor-
tant aspect of the ict ecosystem, where all stakehold-
ers had important roles to play. A multi-stakeholder 
model marked a good first step towards integrating the 
different kinds of structures—formal and informal, 
corporate and technologist, and hierarchical and de-
centralized—that Internet governance comprised. The 
United Nations and international agencies had begun 
preparations towards the wsis+10 review to be under-
taken by the General Assembly in 2015, alongside dis-
cussions on the post-2015 developmental agenda. To 
that end, a substantive session on wsis+10 was to be 
organized by cstd during its seventeenth session (see 
above). According to the Secretary-General, it was es-
sential for the wsis+10 review to inform the post-2015 
development agenda on the complex interlinkages 
between icts and sustainable development, ensuring 
rights-based development, creating jobs and entrepre-
neurial opportunities, improving education, empower-
ing women and other key benefits.

In his report [E/CN.16/2014/3] on the priority 
theme of cstd regarding icts for inclusive social 
and economic development, the Secretary-General 
summarized developments in the ict sector and ict 
for development (ict4d) since wsis, identifying sig-
nificant trends, experiences and challenges; and con-
sidered the implications of five emerging trends in 
icts for development, namely, datafication, big-data 
analysis, cloud computing, the Internet of things, and 
smart systems.

The report stated that the digital divide was chang-
ing its nature, from ict access to how icts could be 
used to promote development outcomes. The con-
stant emergence of new applications was creating 
a rift between those with the ability to benefit from 
them, and those who were excluded. Although icts 
provided huge benefits to human welfare, only part of 
their potential had been realized, and spaces of exclu-
sion remained. Moreover, there was unevenness in the 
production and dissemination of information on the 
Internet, and zones of exclusion in the world were be-
ing amplified.

The Secretary-General recommended that cstd 
play an active role in creating awareness on the poten-
tial contribution of icts to the post-2015 development 
agenda through substantive inputs to relevant UN 
processes and bodies, and continue to share find-
ings and best practices on icts among member States 

ing science, technology and innovation and en-
gineering capacity-building and utilization, and 
the implementation of the recommendations on 
those reviews, as appropriate, in close cooperation 
with United Nations agencies and international 
organizations;

 (ii) To plan for periodic updates on progress made in 
countries for which science, technology and inno-
vation policy reviews have been performed and to 
invite those countries to report to the Commission 
on progress made, lessons learned and challenges 
encountered in implementing recommendations.

Information and communications 
technologies

During 2014, the United Nations continued to 
consider how the benefits of new technologies, espe-
cially information and communications technologies 
(icts) could be made available to all, in keeping 
with recommendations contained in the ministerial 
declaration adopted by the Economic and Social 
Council at its 2000 high-level segment [YUN 2000, 
p. 799], the Millennium Declaration [ibid., p. 49] and 
the Geneva Declaration of Principles and Plan of 
Action [YUN 2003, p. 857] adopted at the first phase of 
wsis [ibid.], and the Tunis Commitment and the Tunis 
Agenda adopted at its second phase [YUN 2005, p. 933].

Inter-Agency Round Table on Communication 
for Development

The Inter-Agency Round Table on Communication 
for Development, at its thirteenth session (Rome, Italy, 
16–18 September), hosted by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations, focused on 
the theme “Mainstreaming communication for 
development in policies and programmes: enabling 
social inclusion to support food and nutrition security, 
resilient rural livelihoods and family farming”. The 
recommendations from the meeting were presented to 
the General Assembly.

On 19 December (decision 69/541), the General 
Assembly took note of the note [A/69/217] by the 
Secretary-General on communication for development 
programmes in the UN system, transmitting the report 
of the unesco Director-General on the implementation 
of Assembly resolution 50/130 [YUN 1995, p. 1438] re-
garding communication for development programmes 
in the UN system.

Follow-up to World Summit on the 
Information Society

Reports of Secretary-General. In response to 
Economic and Social Council resolution 2006/46 
[YUN 2006, p. 1001], the Secretary-General, in March 
[A/69/65-E/2014/12], reported on progress made in the 
implementation of and follow-up to the wsis out-
comes at the regional and international levels.
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Taking note with satisfaction of the report of the Secretary-
General on the progress made in the implementation of 
and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit at the 
regional and international levels,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General en-
titled “Information and communications technologies for 
inclusive social and economic development”,

Expressing its appreciation to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
for his role in helping to ensure completion of the 
aforementioned reports in a timely manner,

Taking stock: reviewing the implementation 
of the outcomes of the World Summit 

on the Information Society
1. Notes the ongoing implementation of the outcomes 

of the World Summit on the Information Society empha-
sizing, in particular, its multi-stakeholder nature, the roles 
played in this regard by leading agencies as action line fa-
cilitators and the roles of the regional commissions and the 
United Nations Group on the Information Society, and 
expresses its appreciation for the role of the Commission 
on Science and Technology for Development in assisting 
the Economic and Social Council as the focal point in the 
system-wide follow-up to the World Summit;

2. Takes note of the reports of many United Nations 
entities, with their respective executive summaries, 
submitted as input for the elaboration of the annual 
report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
to the Commission and published on the website of the 
Commission as mandated in Council resolution 2007/8 of 
25 July 2007, and recalls the importance of close coordina-
tion among the leading action line facilitators and with the 
secretariat of the Commission;

3. Notes the implementation of the outcomes of the 
World Summit at the regional level facilitated by the regional 
commissions, as observed in the report of the Secretary-
General on the progress made in the implementation of 
and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit at 
the regional and international levels, including the steps 
taken in this respect, and emphasizes the need to continue 
to address issues of specific interest to each region, focusing 
on the challenges and obstacles that each may be facing 
with regard to the implementation of all goals and prin-
ciples established by the World Summit, with particular 
attention to information and communications technology 
for development;

4. Reiterates the importance of maintaining a process 
of coordinating the multi-stakeholder implementation of 
the outcomes of the World Summit through effective tools, 
with the goal of exchanging information among action 
line facilitators, identifying issues that need improvement 
and discussing the modalities of reporting on the overall 
implementation process, encourages all stakeholders to con-
tinue to contribute information to the stocktaking database 
maintained by the International Telecommunication Union 
on the implementation of the goals established by the World 
Summit, and invites United Nations entities to update 
information on their initiatives in the stocktaking database;

5. Highlights the urgent need for the incorporation of 
the recommendations contained in the outcome documents 
of the World Summit in the revised guidelines for United 
Nations country teams on preparing the common country 
assessments and United Nations Development Assistance 

and beyond. Member States, especially developing 
countries, were encouraged to consider conduct-
ing systematic research on new ict trends and their 
impact on development; promoting icts through a 
capability-based approach rather than a needs-based 
approach; and seeking international cooperation op-
portunities in icts.

CSTD working group report. The cstd working 
group to examine the wsis mandate regarding en-
hanced cooperation, as contained in the Tunis Agenda, 
was established pursuant to General Assembly resolu-
tion 67/195 [YUN 2012, p. 832]. The working group held 
four meetings (May 2013–May 2014) [E/CN.16/2014/
CRP.3], during which it examined the mandate of en-
hanced cooperation through seeking, compiling and 
reviewing inputs from all Member States and other 
stakeholders, as stipulated by the Assembly. Even 
though consensus emerged in some issues, there was 
significant divergence of views in others. The complex-
ity and the political sensitivity of the topic did not al-
low the group to finalize a set of recommendations on 
fully operationalizing enhanced cooperation.

WSIS high-level event. The wsis+10 high-
level event, organized by the International 
Telecommunication Union, unesco, unctad and the 
United Nations Development Programme as an ex-
tended version of the wsis Forum, was held in Geneva 
from 10 to 13 June. Participants reviewed progress made 
in the implementation of the wsis outcomes under 
the mandates of participating agencies and took stock 
of achievements in the preceding 10 years based on 
reports of wsis stakeholders. The event resulted in the 
wsis+10 Statement on the Implementation of the wsis 
Outcomes and wsis+10 Vision for wsis Beyond 2015.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION

On 16 July [meeting 46], the Economic and Social 
Council, on the recommendation of the Commission 
on Science and Technology for Development 
[E/2014/31], adopted resolution 2014/27 without vote 
[agenda item 16 (b)].

Assessment of the progress made in the 
implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of 

the World Summit on the Information Society

The Economic and Social Council,
Recalling the outcome documents of the World Summit 

on the Information Society,
Recalling also its resolution 2006/46 of 28 July 2006 

on the follow-up to the World Summit and review of the 
Commission on Science and Technology for Development 
and the mandate that it gave to the Commission,

Recalling further its resolution 2013/9 of 22 July 2013 on 
the assessment of the progress made in the implementation 
of and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 68/198 of 
20 December 2013 on information and communications 
technologies for development,
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notes with concern that there is a growing digital divide 
in the availability, affordability, quality of access and use 
of broadband between high-income countries and other 
regions, with the least developed countries and Africa as a 
continent lagging behind the rest of the world;

13. Further recognizes that the transition to a mobile-
led communications environment is leading to significant 
changes in operators’ business models and that it requires 
significant rethinking of the ways in which individuals 
and communities make use of networks and devices, of 
government strategies and of ways in which communications 
networks can be used to achieve development objectives;

14. Recognizes that, even with all the developments 
and the improvement observed in some respects, in numer-
ous developing countries information and communications 
technologies and their applications are still not available to 
or affordable for the majority of people, particularly those 
living in rural areas;

15. Also recognizes that the number of Internet users 
is growing and that, in some instances, the digital divide 
is also changing in character from one based on whether 
access is available to one based on the quality of access, 
information and skills that users can obtain and the value 
that they can derive from it, and recognizes in this regard 
that there is a need to prioritize the use of information 
and communications technologies through innovative ap-
proaches, including multi-stakeholder approaches, within 
national and regional development strategies;

16. Takes note of the global report of the Broadband 
Commission for Digital Development on the state of 
broadband in 2013 and universalizing broadband, and 
notes with interest the continuous efforts of the Broadband 
Commission in promoting high-level advocacy for the 
establishment of an enabling environment for broadband 
connectivity, in particular through national broadband 
plans and public-private partnerships for ensuring that the 
development agenda challenges are met with appropriate 
impact and in conjunction with all stakeholders;

17. Notes that, while a solid foundation for capacity-
building in information and communications technology 
has been laid in many areas with regard to building the 
information society, there is still a need for continuing 
efforts to address the ongoing challenges, especially for 
developing countries and the least developed countries, and 
draws attention to the positive impact of broadened capacity 
development that involves institutions, organizations and 
entities dealing with information and communications 
technologies and Internet governance issues;

18. Recognizes the need to focus on capacity 
development policies and sustainable support to further en-
hance the impact of activities and initiatives at the national 
and local levels aimed at providing advice, services and 
support with a view to building an inclusive, people-centred 
and development-oriented information society;

19. Notes that topics continue to emerge, such as 
e-environment applications and the contribution of 
information and communications technologies to early 
warning, mitigating climate change, social networking, 
virtualization and cloud computing and services, mobile 
Internet and mobile-based services, the protection of online 
privacy and the empowerment and protection, especially 
against cyberexploitation and abuse, of vulnerable groups 
of society, in particular children and young people;

Frameworks, including the addition of an information and 
communications technology for development component;

6. Recalls General Assembly resolution 60/252 of 
27  March 2006, in which the Assembly requested the 
Council to oversee the system-wide follow-up to the Ge-
neva and Tunis outcomes of the World Summit and, to 
that end, requested the Council, at its substantive session 
of 2006, to review the mandate, agenda and composition 
of the Commission, including considering strengthening 
the Commission, taking into account the multi-stakeholder 
approach;

7. Notes with satisfaction the holding in Geneva, 
from 13 to 17 May 2013, of the World Summit on the 
Information Society Forum 2013, organized by the 
International Telecommunication Union, the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
and the United Nations Development Programme, as 
a multi-stakeholder platform for the coordination of 
implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit 
and to facilitate the implementation of the World Summit 
action lines;

8. Calls upon all States, in building the information 
society, to take steps to avoid and to refrain from taking 
any unilateral measure not in accordance with international 
law and the Charter of the United Nations that impedes the 
full achievement of economic and social development by 
the population of the affected countries and that hinders 
their well-being;

9. Welcomes the progress highlighted in the report 
of the Secretary-General on the progress made in the 
implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the 
World Summit, in particular the fact that the rapid growth 
in access to mobile telephony since 2005 has meant that 
more than half of the world’s inhabitants have access to 
information and communications technologies within their 
reach, in line with one of the World Summit targets, the value 
of this progress being enhanced by the advent of new services 
and applications, including m-health, m-agriculture, mobile 
transactions, m-government, e-government, e-business and 
development services, which offer great potential for the 
development of the information society;

10. Notes with great concern that many developing 
countries lack affordable access to information and 
communications technologies and that, for the majority of 
the poor, the promise of science and technology, including 
information and communications technologies, remains 
unfulfilled, and emphasizes the need to effectively harness 
technology, including information and communications 
technologies, to bridge the digital divide;

11. Recognizes that information and communications 
technologies present new opportunities and challenges and 
that there is a pressing need to address the major impedi-
ments that developing countries face in accessing the new 
technologies, such as an appropriate enabling environment, 
sufficient resources, infrastructure, education, capacity, 
investment and connectivity, as well as issues related to 
technology ownership, standards and flows, and in this 
regard calls upon all stakeholders to provide adequate 
resources, enhanced capacity-building and transfer of 
technology and knowledge to developing countries, partic-
ularly the least developed countries;

12. Also recognizes the rapid growth in broadband 
access networks, especially in developed countries, and 
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mandate of enhanced cooperation by issuing a question-
naire and seeking, compiling and reviewing inputs from 
all Member States and other stakeholders for the purpose 
of developing draft recommendations, as stipulated by the 
General Assembly in its resolution 67/195;

28. Takes note of the report of the Chair of the Working 
Group on Enhanced Cooperation of the Commission, and 
expresses its gratitude to the Chair and members and other 
stakeholders that submitted inputs and contributed to the 
work of the Working Group;

29. Notes that consensus emerged on certain issues 
while a wide divergence of opinions persisted in a number of 
other issues that prevented the Working Group from mak-
ing recommendations on how to fully implement enhanced 
cooperation as contained in the Tunis Agenda, as stipulated 
in the mandate given to the Working Group by the General 
Assembly in resolution 67/195;

30. Also notes the work initiated by the Working 
Group to review the identified international public policy 
issues pertaining to the Internet, list where there are existing 
international mechanisms addressing these issues, identify 
the status of mechanisms, if any, and whether they are ad-
dressing the issues, and attempt to identify gaps in order to 
ascertain what type of recommendations may be required;

31. Recommends that this work may be further con-
tinued by the secretariat of the Commission with a view 
to the submission of findings to the Commission at its 
intersessional meeting for further discussion and their in-
tegration into the 10-year review of the progress made in 
the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit, 
to be prepared for consideration by the Commission at its 
eighteenth session;

Internet Governance Forum
32. Recognizes the importance of the Internet Gover-

nance Forum and its mandate as a forum for multi-
stakeholder dialogue on various matters, as reflected in 
paragraph 72 of the Tunis Agenda, including discussion 
on public policy issues related to key elements of Internet 
governance;

33. Also recognizes that national and regional Internet 
Governance Forum initiatives have emerged, taking place 
in all regions and addressing Internet governance issues of 
relevance and priority to the organizing country or region;

34. Recalls General Assembly resolution 67/195, in 
which the Assembly requested the Secretary-General to 
submit, as part of his annual reporting on the progress made 
in the implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of 
the World Summit, information on the progress made in 
the implementation of the recommendations contained in 
the report of the Working Group on Improvements to the 
Internet Governance Forum of the Commission, in partic-
ular on enhancing participation of developing countries;

35. Notes the holding of the eighth meeting of the 
Internet Governance Forum, hosted by the Government 
of Indonesia in Nusa Dua, Bali, from 22 to 25 October 
2013, under the main theme, entitled “Building Bridges—
Enhancing Multi-stakeholder Cooperation for Growth and 
Sustainable Development”;

36. Welcomes the holding of the ninth meeting of 
the Internet Governance Forum, to be hosted by the 
Government of Turkey and scheduled to take place in 
Istanbul from 2 to 5 September 2014, and notes that, in 

20. Reiterates the importance of information and 
communications technology indicators as a monitoring 
and evaluation tool for measuring the digital divide among 
countries and within societies and in informing decision 
makers when formulating policies and strategies for social, 
cultural and economic development, and emphasizes 
that the standardization and harmonization of reliable 
and regularly updated indicators capturing the perfor-
mance, efficiency, affordability and quality of goods and 
services are essential for implementing information and 
communications technology policies;

Internet governance
21. Reaffirms that the outcomes of the World Summit 

related to Internet governance, namely, the process towards 
enhanced cooperation and the convening of the Internet 
Governance Forum, are to be pursued by the Secretary-
General through two distinct processes, and recognizes that 
the two processes may be complementary;

22. Also reaffirms paragraphs 34 to 37 and 67 to 72 of 
the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society;

Enhanced cooperation
23. Recognizes the importance of enhanced cooperation 

in the future, to enable Governments, on an equal footing, 
to carry out their roles and responsibilities in international 
public policy issues pertaining to the Internet, but not in the 
day-to-day technical and operational matters that do not 
impact on international public policy issues;

24. Also recognizes that the process towards enhanced 
cooperation, to be started by the Secretary-General, involv-
ing all relevant organizations by the end of the first quarter 
of 2006, will involve all stakeholders in their respective 
roles, will proceed as quickly as possible, consistent with 
legal process, and will be responsive to innovation; that rele-
vant organizations should commence a process towards en-
hanced cooperation involving all stakeholders, proceeding 
as quickly as possible and being responsive to innovation; 
and that the same relevant organizations shall be requested 
to provide annual performance reports;

25. Recalls that, in its resolution 67/195 of 21 Decem-
ber 2012, the General Assembly invited the Chair of the 
Commission on Science and Technology for Development 
to establish a working group on enhanced cooperation 
to examine the mandate of the World Summit regarding 
enhanced cooperation as contained in the Tunis Agenda, 
through seeking, compiling and reviewing inputs from 
all Member States and all other stakeholders, and to 
make recommendations on how to fully implement that 
mandate, and requested the working group to report to the 
Commission at its seventeenth session, in 2014, as an input 
to the overall review of the outcomes of the World Summit;

26. Also recalls that, in its resolution 67/195, the 
General Assembly requested the Chair of the Commission 
to ensure that the Working Group on Enhanced 
Cooperation had balanced representation between Govern-
ments, from the five regional groups of the Commission, 
and invitees from all other stakeholders, namely, the private 
sector, civil society, technical and academic communities 
and intergovernmental and international organizations, 
drawn equally from developing and developed countries;

27. Notes that the Working Group held four meetings 
between May 2013 and May 2014, at which it examined the 
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services in order to ensure the development of an inclu-
sive, development-oriented and people-centred information 
society, and to minimize the digital divide;

46. Calls upon international and regional organizations 
to continue to assess and report on a regular basis on the 
universal accessibility of nations to information and 
communications technologies, with the aim of creating eq-
uitable opportunities for the growth of the information and 
communications technology sectors of developing countries;

47. Urges all countries to make concrete efforts to fulfil 
their commitments under the Monterrey Consensus of the 
International Conference on Financing for Development;

48. Calls upon United Nations organizations and 
other relevant organizations and forums, in accordance 
with the outcomes of the World Summit, to periodically 
review and modify the methodologies for information and 
communications technology indicators, taking into ac-
count different levels of development and national circum-
stances, and therefore:

(a) Notes with appreciation the work of the Partnership 
on Measuring Information and Communication Technology 
for Development;

(b) Also notes the holding, in Mexico City, from 4 to 
6 December 2013, of the eleventh World Telecommunication/
Information and Communications Technology Indicators 
Symposium;

(c) Encourages Member States to collect relevant data 
at the national level on information and communications 
technologies, so as to be able to respond satisfactorily to 
surveys such as the World Summit targets survey, to share 
information about country case studies and to collabo-
rate with other countries in capacity-building exchange 
programmes;

(d) Encourages United Nations organizations and other 
relevant organizations and forums to promote assessment of 
the impact of information and communications technologies 
on poverty and in key sectors to identify the knowledge and 
skills needed to boost impacts;

(e) Calls upon international development partners 
to provide financial support to further facilitate capacity-
building and technical assistance in developing countries;

49. Invites the international community to make 
voluntary contributions to the special trust fund estab-
lished by the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development to support the review and assessment work of 
the Commission regarding follow-up to the World Summit, 
while acknowledging with appreciation the financial support 
provided by the Governments of Finland and Switzerland 
to this fund;

50. Recalls paragraph 111 of the Tunis Agenda, in 
which the General Assembly was requested to make an 
overall review of the implementation of the outcomes of 
the World Summit in 2015, and paragraph 106, according 
to which the World Summit implementation and follow-up 
should be an integral part of the United Nations integrated 
follow-up to major United Nations conferences;

51. Also recalls paragraph 11 of General Assembly reso-
lution 67/195, in which the Assembly reaffirmed its role in 
the overall review of the implementation of the outcomes 
of the World Summit, to be held by the end of 2015, as 
recognized in paragraph 111 of the Tunis Agenda;

52. Further recalls paragraph 22 of General Assembly 
resolution 68/198, in which the Assembly decided to final-

the preparatory process for the meeting, recommendations 
from the report of the Working Group on Improvements 
to the Internet Governance Forum have been taken into 
consideration;

37. Also welcomes the offer of Brazil to host the tenth 
meeting of the Internet Governance Forum in 2015 and, sub-
ject to the decision by the General Assembly on the renewal 
of the mandate of the Internet Governance Forum, further 
welcomes the offer of Mexico to host a meeting in 2016;

The road ahead
38. Notes the substantive discussion on the progress 

made in the implementation of the outcomes of the World 
Summit during the seventeenth session of the Commission, 
held from 12 to 16 May 2014, and the ongoing work of 
the Commission of collecting input from all facilitators 
and stakeholders as part of the preparations for its 10-year 
review report on the progress made in the implementation 
of the outcomes of the World Summit, and requests the 
Commission to report thereon, through the Council, to 
the General Assembly as it makes an overall review of the 
implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit in 2015;

39. Also notes the holding of the event, coordinated 
by the International Telecommunication Union, entitled 
“wsis+10 High Level Event” as an extended version of the 
World Summit on the Information Society Forum in Ge-
neva, from 10 to 13 June 2014;

40. Further notes the holding of a 10-year review event 
of the World Summit entitled “Towards knowledge socie-
ties for peace and sustainable development”, coordinated 
by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, in Paris, from 25 to 27 February 2013, and 
the final statement of the event;

41. Notes the holding of the f ifth World 
Telecommunication/Information and Communication 
Technology Policy Forum on international Internet-related 
public policy matters in Geneva, from 14 to 16 May 2013, 
and its output opinions;

42. Also notes the holding of the BYND 2015 
Global Youth Summit, organized by the International 
Telecommunication Union and hosted by the Government 
of Costa Rica in San José, from 9 to 11 September 2013, 
and its declaration;

43. Urges United Nations entities still not actively 
cooperating in the implementation of and follow-up to 
the outcomes of the World Summit through the United 
Nations system to take the necessary steps and commit 
to a people-centred, inclusive and development-oriented 
information society and to catalyse the attainment of the 
internationally agreed development goals, including those 
contained in the United Nations Millennium Declaration;

44. Calls upon all stakeholders to keep the goal of 
bridging the digital divide, in its different forms, an area of 
priority concern, to put into effect sound strategies that con-
tribute to the development of e-government and to continue 
to focus on pro-poor information and communications 
technology policies and applications, including access to 
broadband at the grass-roots level, with a view to narrowing 
the digital divide among and within countries;

45. Urges all stakeholders to prioritize the development 
of innovative approaches that will stimulate the provision 
of universal access to affordable broadband infrastructure 
for developing countries and the use of relevant broadband 
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Modalities for the overall review by the General 
Assembly of the implementation of the outcomes 
of the World Summit on the Information Society

The General Assembly,
Recalling the Declaration of Principles and the Plan of 

Action adopted by the World Summit on the Information 
Society at its first phase, held in Geneva from 10 to 12 De-
cember 2003, and endorsed by the General Assembly, and 
the Tunis Commitment and the Tunis Agenda for the 
Information Society adopted by the Summit at its second 
phase, held in Tunis from 16 to 18 November 2005, and 
endorsed by the Assembly,

Recalling also paragraph 111 of the Tunis Agenda, in 
which the General Assembly was requested to undertake 
the overall review of the implementation of the outcomes 
of the World Summit on the Information Society in 2015, 
and in this regard reaffirming the centrality of the General 
Assembly to this process,

Recognizing that the overall review will be undertaken 
on the basis of and with full respect for the Tunis Agenda,

Recalling its resolution 68/198 of 20 December 2013 
and, in particular, paragraph 22 thereof in which it de-
cided to finalize the modalities for the overall review by the 
General Assembly of the implementation of the outcomes 
of the World Summit on the Information Society, to be 
held in 2015 in accordance with paragraph 111 of the Tunis 
Agenda,

Recognizing the role of the Commission on Science and 
Technology for Development in assisting the Economic 
and Social Council as the focal point in the system-wide 
follow-up, in particular the review and assessment of the 
progress made in implementing the outcomes of the World 
Summit on the Information Society, while at the same time 
maintaining its original mandate concerning science and 
technology for development, and the work carried out by 
the Commission to that effect,

Reaffirming that science, innovation and technology, 
including information and communications technologies, 
are essential enablers and drivers for the achievement of 
the Millennium Development Goals and the promotion 
of the economic, social and environmental components 
of sustainable development and should be given due con-
sideration in the elaboration of the post-2015 development 
agenda,

Noting that the Commission on Science and Technology 
for Development should submit after its eighteenth session, 
by June 2015, its report on the 10-year review of progress 
made in the implementation of the outcomes of the World 
Summit on the Information Society, through the Economic 
and Social Council, to the General Assembly,

1. Decides that the overall review will be concluded by 
a two-day high-level meeting of the General Assembly, to 
be preceded by an intergovernmental preparatory process 
that also takes into account inputs from all relevant stake-
holders of the World Summit on the Information Society;

2. Also decides to convene the high-level meeting of the 
General Assembly, at the highest possible level, in Decem-
ber 2015, in accordance with the rules of procedure of the 
General Assembly;

3. Further decides that the President of the General 
Assembly, in consultation with Member States, will invite, 
in addition to all Member and observer States and observ-

ize the modalities of the overall review as early as possible, 
and invited the President of the Assembly to appoint two 
co-facilitators to convene open intergovernmental consulta-
tions for that purpose;

53. Recommends that, consistent with the World 
Summit process and subject to the decision by the General 
Assembly, an appropriate preparatory process be launched, 
drawing from the experience of the two phases of the World 
Summit;

54. Notes the role of the Commission, set forth in 
Council resolution 2006/46, in assisting the Council as the 
focal point in the system-wide follow-up, in particular the 
review and assessment of progress made in implementing 
the outcomes of the World Summit;

55. Takes note with appreciation of the report on the 
stocktaking of activities related to the World Summit, 
which serves as one of the valuable tools for assisting with 
the follow-up, beyond the conclusion of the Tunis phase of 
the World Summit;

56. Reiterates the importance of sharing best practices 
at the global level, and, while recognizing excellence in the 
implementation of the projects and initiatives that further 
the goals of the World Summit, encourages all stakeholders 
to nominate their projects for the annual World Summit 
project prizes as an integral part of the World Summit 
stocktaking process, while taking note of the report on the 
World Summit success stories;

57. Requests the Commission to invite further inputs 
from Member States and all facilitators and stakeholders and 
to organize, during its eighteenth session, in 2015, a substan-
tive discussion on the 10-year review report on the progress 
made in the implementation of the outcomes of the World 
Summit, and to report thereon, through the Council, to 
the General Assembly as it makes an overall review of the 
implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit in 2015;

58. Recalls further paragraph 48 of Council resolution 
2013/9, in which the Council requested the Commission 
to submit, after its eighteenth session, the results of its 10-
year review of progress made in the implementation of the 
outcomes of the World Summit, through the Council, to 
the General Assembly as it makes an overall review of the 
implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit in 2015;

59. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to 
the Commission, on a yearly basis, a report on the 
implementation of the recommendations contained in the 
present resolution as well as in the other Council resolu-
tions on the assessment of the quantitative and qualitative 
progress made in the implementation of and follow-up to 
the outcomes of the World Summit;

60. Emphasizes the importance of promoting an inclu-
sive information society, with particular attention to bridg-
ing the digital and broadband divide, taking into account 
considerations of gender and culture, as well as youth and 
other underrepresented groups;

61. Also emphasizes the importance of information and 
communications technologies for development, and consid-
ers that it should be reflected as appropriate in the post-2015 
development agenda.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 31  July [meeting 105], the General Assembly 
adopted resolution 68/302 [draft: A/68/L.54] without 
vote [agenda item 16].
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digital economy, was structured around four main 
themes: policies and policy leadership; education 
and ict skills; business models; and broadband for 
development.

According to the report, countries should use ap-
propriate policies and strategies to make broadband 
available, affordable and accessible, as a vital 
development enabler for building inclusive, resilient 
and sustainable modern-day knowledge societies. 
It was increasingly essential to integrate everyone 
into modern life, with access to digital education 
services, culture, entertainment, healthcare, financial 
and commercial services. To achieve that, the public 
and private sectors had to work together in close 
partnership. The report showed that broadband for 
all could transform policy, social and development 
outcomes around the world; and stated that the world 
was on the cusp of fulfilling the potential of high-
speed broadband.

The Commission recommended that govern-
ments—to help empower their populations and to 
cope with the challenges of capacity—should initi-
ate and prioritize their National Broadband Planning 
process and invest in icts and digital e-skills as an 
engine of economic growth and development, taking 
into account both supply and demand. As regulation 
was not keeping pace with the changes in the market, 
governments and policy-makers had to review and up-
date their regulatory frameworks. It was also crucial to 
evaluate the alternatives to be implemented in order 
to encourage private sector investment. A “one size 
fits all” policy to broadband roll-out could have nega-
tive implications for the ict market. A detailed cost-
benefit approach should be adopted when evaluating 
different public policies and regulatory options to 
promote the growth and development of broadband 
in different countries around the world.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 75], the General Assembly, 
on the recommendation of the Second Committee 
[A/69/465], adopted resolution 69/204 without vote 
[agenda item 16].

Information and communications technologies 
for development

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 56/183 of 21 December 2001, 

57/238 of 20 December 2002, 57/270 B of 23 June 2003, 
59/220 of 22 December 2004, 60/252 of 27 March 2006, 
62/182 of 19  December 2007, 63/202 of 19  December 
2008, 64/187 of 21 December 2009, 65/141 of 20 Decem-
ber 2010, 66/184 of 22 December 2011, 67/195 of 21 De-
cember 2012 and 68/198 of 20 December 2013,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolu-
tions 2006/46 of 28 July 2006, 2008/3 of 18 July 2008, 
2009/7 of 24 July 2009, 2010/2 of 19 July 2010, 2011/16 
of 26 July 2011 and 2012/5 of 24 July 2012, and taking 

ers, representatives of all relevant stakeholders of the World 
Summit on the Information Society to speak during the 
high-level meeting, and in this regard also encourages the 
participation of those stakeholders in the meeting;

4. Decides that the overall review by the General 
Assembly shall take stock of the progress made in the 
implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on 
the Information Society and address potential information 
and communications technology gaps and areas for con-
tinued focus, as well as addressing challenges, including 
bridging the digital divide, and harnessing information and 
communications technologies for development;

5. Requests the President of the General Assembly, in 
June 2015, to appoint two co-facilitators to lead, on the 
basis of, among other relevant inputs, submissions from 
Member and observer States and observers and the final 
report of the Commission on Science and Technology for 
Development, an intergovernmental negotiation process, 
which will include preparatory meetings, resulting in an 
intergovernmentally agreed outcome document, for adop-
tion at the high-level meeting of the General Assembly;

6. Decides that during the preparatory process for 
the high-level meeting, the President of the General 
Assembly will organize informal interactive consultations 
with all relevant stakeholders of the World Summit on the 
Information Society, in order to collect their inputs for the 
intergovernmental negotiation process.

Internet Governance Forum

The Internet Governance Forum (igf) held its 
ninth meeting (Istanbul, Turkey, 2–5 September) on 
the theme “Connecting Continents for Enhanced 
Multistakeholder Internet Governance”. The forum 
was attended by more than 2,000 representatives 
of governments, intergovernmental organizations, 
the private sector, civil society and the technical 
community. Topics of discussion ranged from the dig-
ital divide to digital trust, from management of criti-
cal Internet resources to network neutrality, and from 
cybersecurity to jurisdictional issues, among others. 
Participants also discussed the continuing value of 
igf, the overall evolution of the multi-stakeholder 
Internet governance arrangements, and the 2015 
ten-year review of the wsis outcome. The igf Open 
Consultations and Multi-stakeholder Advisory Group 
Meeting was held in December.

Broadband Commission for Digital Development
In 2014, the Broadband Commission for Digital 

Development [YUN 2011, p. 818] published its report 
The State of Broadband 2014: Broadband for All, which 
sought to raise awareness and enhance understanding 
of the importance of broadband networks, services, 
and applications to guide international broadband 
policy discussions and support the expansion of 
broadband where it was most needed. The report, 
which included a special focus on the importance 
of integrating ict skills into education to ensure 
that the next generation was able to compete in the 
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and uptake in support of internationally agreed development 
goals, including the Millennium Development Goals, tak-
ing note also of the report of the Broadband Commission 
entitled The State of Broadband 2014: Broadband for All, 
which provides a country-by-country evaluation of those 
targets and the state of broadband deployment world-
wide, as well as the report of the Broadband Commission 
Working Group on Broadband and Gender entitled 
“Doubling digital opportunities: enhancing the inclusion of 
women and girls in the information society”, which identi-
fies a digital gender gap of approximately 200 million fewer 
women online than men, noting that without further action 
to increase access to broadband for women and girls, this 
digital gender gap could grow to 350 million by 2015, and 
taking note of the report of the Broadband Commission 
Task Force on Sustainable Development entitled “Means 
of transformation: harnessing broadband for the post-2015 
development agenda”,

Noting also the holding of the seventeenth session of the 
Commission on Science and Technology for Development 
in Geneva from 12 to 16 May 2014,

Recognizing the need for respect for national sover-
eignty and applicable international law in the considera-
tion of information and communications technologies for 
development, noting the importance of respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms in the use of information 
and communications technologies, and reaffirming that the 
same rights that people have offline must also be protected 
online, including the right to privacy, as set out in its resolu-
tion entitled “The right to privacy in the digital age”,

Noting that cultural diversity is the common heritage 
of humankind and that the information society should 
be founded on and stimulate respect for cultural identity, 
cultural and linguistic diversity, traditions and religions 
and foster dialogue among cultures and civilizations, and 
noting also that the promotion, affirmation and preserva-
tion of diverse cultural identities and languages, as reflected 
in relevant agreed United Nations documents, including the 
Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
will further enrich the information society,

Acknowledging the positive trends in the global connec-
tivity and affordability of information and communications 
technologies, in particular the steady increase in Internet 
access to one third of the world’s population, the rapid 
diffusion of mobile telephony and mobile Internet, the in-
creased availability of multilingual content and the advent 
of many information and communications technologies 
services and applications, which offer great potential for 
the development of the information society,

Noting that progress and many innovations in the field 
of information and communications technologies, such as 
mobile Internet, social networking and cloud computing, 
contribute to a dynamic landscape that requires that all 
stakeholders continuously adapt to such innovations,

Recognizing ongoing efforts by relevant international 
and regional organizations and other stakeholders to con-
ceptualize and articulate the impact of information and 
communications technologies on development, and en-
couraging the international community and relevant stake-
holders to support the efforts of developing countries in 
harnessing the benefits of information and communications 
technologies for achieving the eradication of poverty as an 
overarching objective for sustainable development,

note of Council resolution 2013/9 of 22 July 2013 on the 
assessment of the progress made in the implementation of 
and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit on the 
Information Society,

Recalling further its resolution 68/302 of 31 July 2014 
on the modalities for the overall review by the General 
Assembly of the implementation of the outcomes of the 
World Summit on the Information Society, and welcom-
ing the high-level meeting of the General Assembly for the 
overall review to be held in December 2015,

Recalling the Declaration of Principles and the Plan of 
Action adopted by the World Summit on the Information 
Society at its first phase, held in Geneva from 10 to 12 De-
cember 2003, and endorsed by the General Assembly, and 
the Tunis Commitment and the Tunis Agenda for the 
Information Society adopted by the Summit at its second 
phase, held in Tunis from 16 to 18 November 2005, and 
endorsed by the Assembly,

Recalling also the 2005 World Summit Outcome,
Recalling further the high-level plenary meeting of the 

General Assembly on the Millennium Development Goals 
and its outcome document, as well as the special event to 
follow up efforts made towards achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals, convened by the President of the 
General Assembly on 25 September 2013, and its outcome 
document,

Recalling the United Nations Conference on Sustain-
able Development, held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 
to 22 June 2012, and its outcome document, entitled “The 
future we want”, and General Assembly resolution 68/310 
of 15 September 2014,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
progress made in the implementation of and follow-up to 
the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information 
Society at the regional and international levels,

Noting the holding of the World Summit on the 
Information Society Forum, jointly organized annually by 
the International Telecommunication Union, the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
and the United Nations Development Programme, the 
first 10-year review event of the World Summit on the 
Information Society, coordinated by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in Paris 
from 25 to 27 February 2013, and the high-level event on 
the 10-year review of the World Summit coordinated by the 
International Telecommunication Union in Geneva from 
10 to 13 June 2014,

Noting also the hosting by the Republic of Korea of the 
Information and Communication Technologies Ministerial 
Meeting, held in Busan on 19 October 2014,

Noting further the Connect 2020 Agenda for Global 
Telecommunication/ict Development, adopted by the 
2014 Plenipotentiary Conference of the International 
Telecommunication Union, held in Busan from 20 Octo-
ber to 7 November 2014,

Noting the establishment of the Broadband Commission 
for Digital Development, at the invitation of the Secretary-
General of the International Telecommunication Union and 
the Director General of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, taking note of the 
“Broadband targets for 2015”, which sets targets for making 
broadband policy universal and for increasing affordability 
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there is a need to prioritize the use of information and 
communications technologies through innovative ap-
proaches, including multi-stakeholder approaches, within 
national and regional development strategies,

Recognizing further the fact that information and 
communications technologies are critical enablers of 
economic development and investment, with consequential 
benefits for employment and social welfare, and that the in-
creasing pervasiveness of information and communications 
technologies within society has had profound impacts on 
the ways in which Governments deliver services, businesses 
relate to consumers and citizens participate in public and 
private life,

Recognizing the immense potential that information 
and communications technologies have in promoting the 
transfer of technologies in a wide spectrum of socioeco-
nomic activity,

Reaffirming paragraphs 4, 5 and 55 of the Declaration 
of Principles adopted in Geneva in 2003, and recognizing 
that freedom of expression and the free flow of information, 
ideas and knowledge are essential for the information 
society and are beneficial to development,

Conscious of the challenges faced by States, in particular 
developing countries, in combating the use of information 
and communications technologies for criminal purposes, in-
cluding by terrorists, and emphasizing the need to reinforce 
technical assistance and capacity-building activities, upon 
their request, for the prevention, prosecution and punish-
ment of such use in accordance with international law,

Acknowledging that the Internet is a central element of 
the infrastructure of the information society and is a global 
facility available to the public,

Noting the hosting by Brazil of the NETMundial Global 
Multistakeholder Meeting on the Future of Internet Gover-
nance in São Paulo on 23 and 24 April 2014,

Acknowledging the need to continue to improve the 
existing Internet governance framework,

Recognizing that the international management of 
the Internet should be multilateral, transparent and 
democratic, with the full involvement of Governments, the 
private sector, civil society, academic and technical com-
munities and international organizations, as stated in the 
Tunis Agenda for the Information Society,

Recognizing also the importance of the Internet Gover-
nance Forum and its mandate as a forum for multi-
stakeholder dialogue on various matters, as reflected in 
paragraph 72 of the Tunis Agenda, including discussion 
on public policy issues related to key elements of Internet 
governance, while acknowledging the calls for improve-
ments in its working methods, and taking into account the 
recommendations of the Working Group on Improvements 
to the Internet Governance Forum of the Commission on 
Science and Technology for Development,

Reiterating the significance of the process towards en-
hanced cooperation in full consistency with the mandate 
provided in the Tunis Agenda, and noting the ongoing work 
of the Working Group on Enhanced Cooperation of the 
Commission on Science and Technology for Development,

Reaffirming that the outcomes of the World Summit 
on the Information Society related to Internet governance, 
namely, the process towards enhanced cooperation and 
the convening of the Internet Governance Forum, are to 
be pursued by the Secretary-General through two distinct 

Stressing, however, that, in spite of recent progress, an 
important and growing digital divide between countries 
remains in terms of the availability, affordability and use 
of information and communications technologies and 
access to broadband, and stressing also the need to close 
the digital divide, including with regard to such issues as 
Internet affordability, and to ensure that the benefits of new 
technologies, especially information and communications 
technologies, are available to all,

Reaffirming the need to more effectively harness the po-
tential of information and communications technologies 
to promote the achievement of the internationally agreed 
development goals, including the Millennium Development 
Goals, through sustained, inclusive and equitable economic 
growth and sustainable development,

Recalling its resolution 68/309 of 10 September 2014, in 
which it welcomed the report of the Open Working Group 
on Sustainable Development Goals and decided that the 
proposal of the Open Working Group contained in the 
report shall be the main basis for integrating sustainable 
development goals into the post-2015 development agenda, 
while recognizing that other inputs will also be considered, 
in the intergovernmental negotiation process at the sixty-
ninth session of the General Assembly,

Noting the references to information and communications 
technologies contained in the proposal of the Open Working 
Group on Sustainable Development Goals,

Expressing deep concern about the ongoing adverse im-
pacts, particularly on development, of the world financial 
and economic crisis, recognizing evidence of an uneven 
and fragile recovery, cognizant that the global economy, 
notwithstanding significant efforts that helped to contain 
tail risks, improve financial market conditions and sustain 
recovery, still remains in a challenging phase, with down-
side risks, including high volatility in global markets, high 
unemployment, particularly among youth, indebtedness in 
some countries and widespread fiscal strains that pose chal-
lenges for global economic recovery and reflect the need 
for additional progress towards sustaining and rebalancing 
global demand, and stressing the need for continuing 
efforts to address systemic fragilities and imbalances and 
to reform and strengthen the international financial system 
while implementing the reforms agreed upon to date,

Expressing concern about the ongoing adverse impacts 
of the world financial and economic crisis on the positive 
trends in the diffusion of information and communications 
technologies and the investment needed to ensure universal 
access to those technologies and efforts to bridge the digital 
divide,

Expressing concern also about the growing gap in 
broadband provision between developed and developing 
countries, as well as about the new dimensions that the 
digital divide has taken on,

Recognizing that the lack of capacity-building for 
the productive use of information and communications 
technologies needs to be addressed in order to overcome 
the digital divide,

Recognizing also that the number of Internet users is 
growing and that the digital divide is also changing in 
character from one based on whether access is available to 
one based on the quality of access, information and skills 
that users can obtain and the value they can derive from 
the Internet, and recognizing further in this regard that 
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2. Also recognizes the rapid growth in broadband access 
networks, especially in developed countries, and expresses 
concern about the growing digital divide in the availabil-
ity, affordability, quality of access and use of broadband 
between high-income countries and other regions, with the 
least developed countries and Africa, as a continent, lagging 
behind the rest of the world;

3. Expresses concern regarding the digital divide in 
access to information and communications technologies 
and broadband connectivity between countries at different 
levels of development, which affects many economically and 
socially relevant applications in such areas as government, 
business, health and education, and also expresses concern 
with regard to the special challenges faced in the area of 
broadband connectivity by developing countries, including 
the least developed countries, small island developing States 
and landlocked developing countries;

4. Acknowledges the importance of investing in clos-
ing the gender gap in information and communications 
technologies by making them affordable and accessible, 
including in regard to access to broadband as a tool for the 
empowerment of women and girls and the exercise of their 
full range of human rights, access to information, access to 
markets, networking and increased opportunities;

5. Notes with concern the gender gap in women’s 
access to the Internet, and in this regard affirms the 
need to empower women and girls, in particular in 
developing countries, through the use of information 
and communications technologies in education, health 
care, agriculture, clean drinking water, energy and public 
services, to enable women entrepreneurs to access services, 
grow businesses and develop new innovations, to strengthen 
women’s ability to access high-value-added jobs and to in-
crease women’s economic, civil and political participation;

6. Stresses that, for the majority of the poor, the 
development promise of science and technology, including 
information and communications technologies, remains 
unfulfilled, and emphasizes the need to effectively harness 
technology, including information and communications 
technologies, to bridge the digital divide;

7. Also stresses the important role of Governments 
in the effective use of information and communications 
technologies in their design of public policies and in the 
provision of public services responsive to national needs 
and priorities, including on the basis of a multi-stakeholder 
approach, to support national development efforts;

8. Further stresses the important role played by 
private sector, civil society and technical communities in 
information and communications technologies;

9. Recognizes that, in addition to financing by the 
public sector, financing of information and communications 
technologies infrastructure by the private sector has come to 
play an important role in many countries and that domestic 
financing is being augmented by North-South flows and 
complemented by South-South cooperation, and also rec-
ognizes that South-South and triangular cooperation can be 
useful tools for promoting the development of information 
and communications technologies;

10. Also recognizes that information and communi-
cations technologies present new opportunities and chal-
lenges and that there is a pressing need to address the major 
impediments that developing countries face in access-
ing the new technologies, such as insufficient resources, 

processes, and recognizing that the two processes may be 
complementary,

Reaffirming also paragraphs 35 to 37 and 67 to 72 of the 
Tunis Agenda,

Welcoming the efforts undertaken by the host countries 
in organizing the meetings of the Internet Governance 
Forum, held in Athens in 2006, in Rio de Janeiro in 2007, 
in Hyderabad, India, in 2008, in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, 
in 2009, in Vilnius in 2010, in Nairobi in 2011, in Baku in 
2012, in Bali, Indonesia, in 2013 and in Istanbul, Turkey, 
in 2014,

Taking note of the successful meetings of the Internet 
Governance Forum held to date, and welcoming with ap-
preciation the offer of Brazil to host the next meeting of the 
Forum in 2015,

Recognizing the unique role, challenges and opportuni-
ties for youth in a deeply interconnected world, and tak-
ing note of the celebration of the “BYND 2015” Global 
Youth Summit, hosted by the Government of Costa Rica 
and organized by the International Telecommunication 
Union together with other organizations of the United 
Nations system as well as partners from government, in-
dustry, the media and civil society from 9 to 11 Septem-
ber 2013, as a contribution to the discussions on the post-
2015 development agenda in the field of information and 
communications technologies for development,

Recognizing also the pivotal role of the United Nations 
system in promoting development, including with respect 
to enhancing access to information and communications 
technologies, inter alia, through partnerships with all rel-
evant stakeholders,

Welcoming, in view of the existing gaps in information 
and communications technologies infrastructure, the Con-
nect Africa summits held in Kigali in 2007 and in Cairo 
in 2008, the Connect the Commonwealth of Independent 
States summit held in Minsk in 2009, the meeting of 
Commonwealth countries held in Colombo in 2010, the 
first and second Digital Agenda Assemblies of the European 
Union, held in 2011 and 2012, the Connect Americas 
summit held in Panama City in 2012, the Connect Arab 
States summit held in Doha in 2012, the Connect Asia-
Pacific summit and the International Telecommunication 
Union Telecom World 2013 held in Bangkok in 2013, the 
Transform Africa summit held in Kigali in 2013, the vari-
ous national and regional Internet governance forums that 
are held annually around the globe, the Mesoamerican 
Information Highway, the Trans-Eurasian Information 
Superhighway, the Asia Broadband and Universal Service 
Leaders Forum to be held in India in October 2015, 
the events of the Alliance for Affordable Internet and 
the many other regional initiatives aimed at mobilizing 
human, financial and technical resources to accelerate the 
implementation of the connectivity goals of the World 
Summit on the Information Society,

1. Recognizes that information and communications 
technologies have the potential to provide new solutions 
to development challenges, particularly in the context of 
globalization, and can foster sustained, inclusive and eq-
uitable economic growth and sustainable development, 
competitiveness, access to information and knowledge, 
poverty eradication and social inclusion that will help to ex-
pedite the integration of all countries, especially developing 
countries, in particular the least developed countries, into 
the global economy;



Chapter I: Development policy and international economic cooperation 981

and communications technologies as a critical enabler 
of development and a catalyst for the achievement of the 
internationally agreed development goals, including the 
Millennium Development Goals;

19. Also recognizes the role of the United Nations 
Group on the Information Society as an inter-agency 
mechanism of the United Nations System Chief Executives 
Board for Coordination designed to coordinate United 
Nations implementation of the outcomes of the World 
Summit on the Information Society;

20. Takes note of the report of the Working Group 
on Improvements to the Internet Governance Forum, and 
requests the Secretary-General to continue to submit, as 
part of his annual reporting on the progress made in the 
implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the 
World Summit on the Information Society, information 
on the progress made in the implementation of the recom-
mendations contained in the report of the Working Group, 
particularly on enhancing the participation of developing 
countries;

21. Stresses the need for the enhanced participation of 
all developing countries, in particular the least developed 
countries, in all meetings of the Internet Governance 
Forum, and in this regard invites Member States, as well as 
other stakeholders, to support the participation of Govern-
ments and all other stakeholders from developing countries 
in the Forum itself, as well as in the preparatory meetings;

22. Recognizes the need to harness the potential of 
information and communications technologies as criti-
cal enablers of sustainable development and to overcome 
the digital divide, and stresses that capacity-building for 
the productive use of such technologies should be given 
due consideration in the elaboration of the post-2015 
development agenda;

23. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its seventieth session, through the 
Commission on Science and Technology for Development 
and the Economic and Social Council, a report on the 
status of the implementation of and follow-up to the present 
resolution, as part of his annual reporting on the progress 
made in the implementation of and follow-up to the out-
comes of the World Summit on the Information Society at 
the regional and international levels;

24. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its seventieth session the item entitled “Information and 
communications technologies for development”.

Development policy 
and public administration

Committee for Development Policy
The Committee for Development Policy (cdp), at its 

sixteenth session (New York, 24–28 March) [E/2014/33], 
addressed the following themes: global governance and 
global rules for development in the post-2015 era as 
its contribution to the discussions on the 2014 annual 
ministerial review; review and fine-tuning of the cri-
teria for the identification of least developed countries 
(ldcs); monitoring of countries that were graduating 

infrastructure, education, capacity, investment and connec-
tivity and issues related to technology ownership, standards 
and flows, and in this regard calls upon all stakeholders to 
provide adequate resources, enhanced capacity-building and 
technology transfer, on mutually agreed terms, to developing 
countries, particularly the least developed countries;

11. Further recognizes the immense potential that 
information and communications technologies have in 
promoting the transfer of technologies in a wide spectrum 
of socioeconomic activity;

12. Encourages strengthened and continuing 
cooperation between and among stakeholders to ensure the 
effective implementation of the outcomes of the Geneva 
and Tunis phases of the World Summit on the Information 
Society through, inter alia, the promotion of national, 
regional and international multi-stakeholder partnerships, 
including public-private partnerships, and the promotion of 
national and regional multi-stakeholder thematic platforms 
in a joint effort and dialogue with developing countries, in-
cluding the least developed countries, development partners 
and actors in the information and communications 
technologies sector;

13. Welcomes the efforts undertaken by Tunisia, 
host of the second phase of the World Summit on the 
Information Society, in collaboration with the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the 
International Telecommunication Union and other relevant 
international and regional organizations, for organizing the 
annual ict 4 All Forum and technological exhibition as 
a platform within the framework of the follow-up to the 
Summit for promoting a dynamic business environment for 
the information and communications technologies sector 
worldwide;

14. Notes the progress that has been made by United 
Nations entities in cooperation with national Governments, 
regional commissions and other stakeholders, including 
non-governmental organizations and the private sector, in 
the implementation of the action lines contained in the out-
come documents of the World Summit on the Information 
Society, and encourages the use of those action lines for the 
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

15. Also notes the implementation of the outcomes 
of the World Summit on the Information Society at the 
regional level, facilitated by the regional commissions, as 
observed in the report of the Secretary-General on pro-
gress made in the implementation of and follow-up to 
the outcomes of the World Summit at the regional and 
international levels;

16. Encourages the United Nations funds and 
programmes and the specialized agencies, within their re-
spective mandates and strategic plans, to contribute to the 
implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on 
the Information Society, and emphasizes the importance of 
allocating adequate resources in this regard;

17. Welcomes with appreciation the offer made by 
Mexico to host the meeting of the Internet Governance 
Forum in 2016, and recommends that the extension of the 
mandate of the Forum be considered in the context of the 
overall review in 2015;

18. Recognizes the urgent need to harness the po-
tential of knowledge and technology, and in this regard 
encourages the United Nations development system to 
continue its efforts to promote the use of information 
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ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION

On 13 June [meeting 24], the Economic and Social 
Council adopted resolution 2014/9 [draft: E/2014/L.15] 
without vote [agenda item 16 (a)].

Report of the Committee for Development Policy

The Economic and Social Council,
Recalling General Assembly resolutions 59/209 of 

20  December 2004 and 67/221 of 21  December 2012, 
both on a smooth transition strategy for countries gradu-
ating from the category of least developed countries, and 
resolution 65/280 of 17 June 2011, by which the Assembly 
endorsed the Istanbul Declaration and the Programme of 
Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 
2011–2020,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 68/18 of 
4 December 2013, by which the Assembly took note of 
the endorsement by the Economic and Social Council of 
the recommendation of the Committee for Development 
Policy that Equatorial Guinea and Vanuatu be graduated 
from the least developed country category,

Recalling further that graduation becomes effective three 
years after the date on which the General Assembly takes 
note of the recommendation of the Committee and that, 
during the three-year period, the country remains on the 
list of least developed countries and maintains the advan-
tages associated with membership on that list,

Reiterating its conviction that no country graduating 
from the least developed country category should have its 
development progress disrupted or reversed,

Recalling its resolutions 1998/46 of 31  July 1998, 
2007/34 of 27 July 2007 and 2013/20 of 24 July 2013,

Bearing in mind the importance of maintaining stabil-
ity in the criteria and in the application of the established 
procedures for inclusion in and graduation from the least 
developed country category so as to ensure the credibility 
of the process and, consequently, of the category of least 
developed countries, while giving due consideration to the 
specific challenges and vulnerabilities and the development 
needs of countries potentially graduating or being considered 
for graduation from the least developed country category,

1. Takes note of the report of the Committee for 
Development Policy on its sixteenth session;

2. Notes the work done by the Committee on global 
governance and global rules for development in the post-
2015 era, in accordance with the theme of the annual 
ministerial review of the Economic and Social Council in 
2014, on the role of country groupings for development 
cooperation, on the monitoring of countries graduating 
and graduated from the least developed country category 
and on the review and refining of the criteria for classifying 
countries as least developed in preparation for the triennial 
review of the least developed country category in 2015;

3. Requests the Committee, at its seventeenth session, 
to examine and make recommendations on the annual 
theme of the programme of work of the Council and the 
high-level segment of its substantive session of 2015;

4. Welcomes the decision of the General Assembly to 
take note of the endorsement by the Council of the recom-
mendation of the Committee that Equatorial Guinea and 
Vanuatu be graduated from the least developed country 
category;

and had graduated from the list of ldcs; and the role 
of country groupings for development.

The Committee considered how intergovernmental 
cooperation could be reformed and strengthened to 
better manage the increasing interdependence among 
countries, reduce large inequalities among and within 
countries, and contribute to the fulfilment of inter-
nationally recognized social and environmental 
standards, while preserving the necessary policy space 
for government action at the country level. It proposed 
four main principles in that regard: common but dif-
ferentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities; 
subsidiarity; inclusiveness, transparency and account-
ability; and coherence. In preparation for the 2015 
triennial review of the list of ldcs, the Committee 
re-examined the criteria for the identification of ldcs 
and their application procedures, and introduced 
refinements, particularly strengthening the meas-
urement of health-related structural impediments. 
Thresholds for inclusion in and graduation from the 
category would be set at absolute rather than relative 
levels, focusing on the notion of development progress 
in overcoming absolute structural impediments.

Cdp reviewed the development progress of Mal-
dives, which had graduated from the ldc category in 
2011 [YUN 2011, p. 826], and emphasized the impor-
tance of phasing out specific support measures to ldcs 
and the active participation by graduated countries in 
monitoring the implementation of their transition 
strategy. The Committee acknowledged the sustained 
development progress of Samoa, which graduated in 
2014 (see p. 986), and welcomed the country’s efforts 
towards the preparation of its transition strategy. It also 
noted the continued development progress of Equato-
rial Guinea and Vanuatu, both scheduled to gradu-
ate in 2017, and recommended that both countries 
initiate the preparation of their smooth transition 
strategy. Cdp stressed the urgency of further attention 
to human development in Equatorial Guinea.

In its analysis of country classifications, cdp 
noted the proliferation of country groupings based 
on weak analytical foundations with low levels of ef-
fectiveness of interventions, but affirmed that among 
existing groupings, the ldc category had particularly 
strong analytical foundations and broad legitimacy. 
Development partners should consider allocating aid 
and other measures of support based on sound and 
objective socioeconomic criteria, preferably without 
creating new groups of countries. The Committee 
suggested that that could be achieved by consider-
ing the ldc indicators as part of the criteria used by 
development partners in determining the allocation of 
assistance. Recommendations were made in support 
of future discussions related to the creation of new 
categories.

For its seventeenth session, cdp would follow up on 
its work on the post-2015 UN development agenda.
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and capacity-building needs, including in the areas of 
leadership, innovation and risk management.

For its review of the UN Programme in Public Ad-
ministration and Finance, the Committee had before 
it a report [E/C.16/2014/5] of the Secretariat on the topic. 
The Committee discussed its role in addressing public 
administration and capacity-building and the need 
for authoritative and insightful advice on governance 
and public administration, through building strategic 
partnerships and networks and emphasizing a regional 
approach to capacity development. There was a need 
to reach out to Member States to improve awareness 
of the programme and, with regard to online training 
services, to pursue partnerships with prestigious uni-
versities and public administration institutes. The 
Committee emphasized the importance of stand-
ardization of practices, promotion of partnerships, 
information and communications technology and 
e-libraries. It noted that key international issues 
pertaining to information and communications 
technology—including big data, open government, 
cybersecurity, the data revolution, and the growing gap 
between policy and implementation—would increase 
in importance, and governments needed to advance 
policies to facilitate handling those challenges at the 
global, national and subnational levels as a matter 
of priority. The Committee recommended that the 
Secretariat raise awareness of how the implementation 
of e-government practices could help in the achieve-
ment of national goals and internationally agreed 
development goals; pursue a public accountability 
agenda; provide advisory services on a range of partici-
patory mechanisms; and continue its work on the United 
Nations Public Administration Country Studies.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION

On 18 November [meeting 53], the Economic and 
Social Council adopted resolution 2014/38 [draft: 
E/2014/L.30/Rev.1] without vote [agenda item 16 (g)].

Report of the Committee of Experts on Public 
Administration on its thirteenth session

The Economic and Social Council,
Recalling its resolutions 2012/28 of 27  July 2012, 

2013/23 of 24 July 2013 and other related resolutions on 
public administration and development,

Referring to General Assembly resolution 66/209 of 
22 December 2011 on promoting the efficiency, account-
ability, effectiveness and transparency of public administra-
tion by strengthening supreme audit institutions,

Recalling the outcome document of the United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development, held in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, entitled “The fu-
ture we want”, and recognizing that effective governance 
at the local, subnational, national, regional and global lev-
els representing the voices and interests of all is critical for 
advancing sustainable development,

Referring to General Assembly resolution 68/1 of 
20 September 2013 on the review of the implementation 

5. Requests the Committee to monitor the development 
progress of countries graduating and graduated from the 
category of least developed countries, in accordance with 
paragraph 21 of General Assembly resolution 67/221;

6. Reiterates the invitation by the General Assembly for 
Equatorial Guinea and Vanuatu to prepare their national 
transition strategy with the support of the United Nations 
system and in cooperation with their bilateral and multilateral 
development and trading partners and to report annually to 
the Committee on the preparation of that strategy;

7. Acknowledges with satisfaction the contributions 
made by the Committee to various aspects of the programme 
of work of the Council, reiterates its invitation for increased 
interactions between the Council and the Committee, and 
encourages the Chair and, as necessary, other members of 
the Committee to continue this practice, as specified in 
Council resolution 2011/20 of 27 July 2011, within existing 
resources and as appropriate.

Public administration
The Committee of Experts on Public Administra-

tion, at its thirteenth session (New York, 7–11 April) 
[E/2014/44], considered the main theme of transform-
ing public administration for sustainable development, 
and three sub-themes: strengthening national and local 
capacities for sustainable development management; 
promoting leadership, innovation and risk management 
for sustainable development; and invigorating the 
professionalism and morale of the public service. For 
its consideration, the Committee had before it notes 
of the Secretariat on the sub-themes [E/C.16/2014/2, 
E/C.16/2014/3, E/C.16/2014/4].

The Committee concurred with the view that 
governance, the rule of law and capable institutions 
were both outcomes and enablers, advancing all three 
pillars of sustainable development and the post-2015 
development agenda. It stressed that the means of 
implementation was integral in achieving sustainable 
development, and any future sustainable development 
goals should be translated and adapted at the national 
level in accordance with the conditions and priorities 
of each country. The Committee recommended that 
coordination of capacity-building activities at both 
international and national levels be strengthened; 
and capacity-building be monitored, benchmarked, 
audited and evaluated against declared objectives. In 
providing assistance to countries in developing public 
administration and public service capacities, partic-
ular attention should be paid to the special needs 
of ldcs, countries emerging from conflict, those in 
transition, and those with limited resources. The 
Committee further recommended that the Economic 
and Social Council, the General Assembly and con-
ferences of the parties to UN conventions should 
include in all resolutions and requests for commit-
ments from parties specifications as to the means of 
implementation, including identification of the means 
and sources of finance, requisite transfer of technology, 
such as information and communications technology 
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and hunger, and encourages Member States to continue 
to support capacity development in public governance and 
institution-building at all levels, with a view to accelerat-
ing progress towards the achievement of the internation-
ally agreed development goals, including the Millennium 
Development Goals;

8. Further reaffirms the need for the effective use of 
information and communications technologies in design-
ing, planning, delivering and monitoring public services 
that are responsive to international, national and local 
needs and priorities;

9. Stresses that the governance challenges of sustain-
able development are characterized by growing complexity 
and dynamism in decision-making and implementation 
mechanisms, and encourages Member States and 
international organizations undertaking reforms aimed at 
promoting an innovative environment, agile approaches 
and a culture of collaboration, openness and knowledge-
sharing to use scientific, technological and analytical tools 
as instruments to support innovative decision-making and 
implementation in the public sector and reduce risks to 
public accountability and trust arising from the governance 
complexity of public administration;

10. Reiterates the need to coordinate capacity-building 
activities at the international, national and local levels, and 
encourages all stakeholders to renew efforts to raise aware-
ness and expand the application of the principles of the 
Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness, the Accra Agenda 
for Action and the outcome document of the Fourth High-
level Forum on Aid Effectiveness, held in Busan, Republic 
of Korea, from 29 November to 1 December 2011, to focus 
on effective and efficient aid and resource allocation;

11. Acknowledges the indispensable role of supreme 
audit institutions and related capacity-building in holding 
Governments accountable for the use of resources and their 
performance in achieving development goals, and calls 
upon Member States to give due consideration to the im-
portance of the independence of supreme audit institutions 
in the elaboration of the post-2015 development agenda;

12. Requests the Secretariat to continue:
(a) To address gaps in research, monitoring, capacity 

development and implementation in governance and public 
administration and, in particular, to further develop its 
public administration country studies, to continue to ad-
dress emerging issues in public administration through 
the United Nations E-Government Survey and the World 
Public Sector Report and to continue to increase the scope 
and depth of its capacity-development activities with the 
aim of better assisting countries, according to their specific 
contexts and needs, in strengthening participatory gover-
nance and citizen engagement, managing development, 
public accountability and anti-corruption activities, in-
cluding promoting the independence and strengthening 
the capacity of supreme audit institutions, strengthening 
institutional and human capacities in public administra-
tion, advancing public-private partnerships, promoting in-
novation and knowledge transfer in the public sector and 
better defining e-government strategies and policies;

(b) To promote transformative government and in-
novation in public governance so as to achieve sustain-
able development by further promoting advocacy and the 
transfer of knowledge on good governance at the global, 
regional, national and local levels, through, inter alia, 
United Nations Public Service Day, the United Nations 

of Assembly resolution 61/16 on the strengthening of the 
Economic and Social Council, in the annex to which it is 
stipulated that the Council shall invite, inter alia, its sub-
sidiary bodies to contribute, as appropriate, to its work in 
keeping with the agreed annual theme,

Recognizing the support being provided by the United 
Nations Programme in Public Administration and Finance 
to countries on public governance and public administration,

Recognizing also the key role of information and 
communications technologies and e-government in pro-
viding effective platforms to facilitate public service de-
livery, citizen engagement, knowledge-sharing, transfer of 
innovative solutions and capacity-building for sustainable 
development among countries,

Underlining the centrality of transparent, accountable, 
efficient, effective, citizen-oriented, professional and ethi-
cal public administration to the successful implementation 
of national development policies and the management of 
development programmes,

Recognizing the work of the Committee of Experts 
on Public Administration in providing policy advice and 
programmatic guidance to the Council on issues related 
to governance and public administration in development,

Noting the acceleration of the implementation of the 
Millennium Development Goals, the elaboration of the 
post-2015 development agenda and the relevance of the 
work of the Committee in this respect,

1. Requests the Committee of Experts on Public Ad-
ministration, at its fourteenth and fifteenth sessions, in 
2015 and 2016, to consider emerging issues in public ad-
ministration that are related to the annual main themes 
and the integration segments of the Economic and Social 
Council and to support the elaboration of the post-2015 
development agenda, as appropriate;

2. Invites the Committee to enhance its interaction 
and coordination with the Council and other subsidiary 
bodies of the Council with a view to addressing cross-
cutting areas through the established working methods of 
the Council;

3. Takes note of the conclusions of the Committee 
on transforming public administration for sustainable 
development, contained in the report on its thirteenth 
session;

4. Underlines that service to citizens should be at the 
centre of transforming public administration, requiring ap-
propriate institutional frameworks, professional and ethical 
leadership, a focus on diversity and gender equality, harness-
ing information and communications technologies, inno-
vation, responsibility and public sector capacity-building;

5. Notes that political and administrative leadership at 
all levels is essential to inspire, engage and motivate public 
servants to achieve the highest quality of performance;

6. Reaffirms that the foundations of sustainable 
development at all levels include transparent, participatory 
and accountable governance and a professional, ethical, re-
sponsive and information and communications technology-
enabled public administration;

7. Also reaffirms paragraph 11 of General Assembly 
resolution 65/1 of 22  September 2010, in which the 
Assembly reaffirmed that good governance and the rule of 
law at the national and international levels were essential 
for sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth, 
sustainable development and the eradication of poverty 
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declaration of the high-level segment of the 2014 session 
of the Economic and Social Council and the high-level 
political forum on sustainable development,

Recalling its resolution 68/309 of 10 September 2014, in 
which it welcomed the report of the Open Working Group 
on Sustainable Development Goals and decided that the 
proposal of the Open Working Group contained in the 
report shall be the main basis for integrating sustainable 
development goals into the post-2015 development agenda, 
while recognizing that other inputs will also be considered, 
in the intergovernmental negotiation process at the sixty-
ninth session of the General Assembly,

Emphasizing the need to improve the efficiency, ac-
countability, effectiveness and transparency of public ad-
ministration,

Emphasizing also that efficient, accountable, effective and 
transparent public administration has a key role to play in the 
implementation of the internationally agreed development 
goals, including the Millennium Development Goals,

Stressing the need for capacity-building as a tool to pro-
mote development, and welcoming the cooperation of the 
International Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions 
with the United Nations in this regard,

1. Recognizes that supreme audit institutions can ac-
complish their tasks objectively and effectively only if they 
are independent of the audited entity and are protected 
against outside influence;

2. Also recognizes the important role of supreme audit 
institutions in promoting the efficiency, accountability, 
effectiveness and transparency of public administra-
tion, which is conducive to the achievement of national 
development objectives and priorities as well as the inter-
nationally agreed development goals;

3. Takes note with appreciation of the work of the 
International Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions 
in promoting greater efficiency, accountability, effective-
ness, transparency and efficient and effective receipt and 
use of public resources for the benefit of citizens;

4. Also takes note with appreciation of the Lima 
Declaration of Guidelines on Auditing Precepts of 1977 
and the Mexico Declaration on Supreme Audit Institutions 
Independence of 2007, and encourages Member States to ap-
ply, in a manner consistent with their national institutional 
structures, the principles set out in those Declarations;

5. Encourages Member States and relevant United 
Nations institutions to continue and to intensify their 
cooperation, including in capacity-building, with the 
International Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions 
in order to promote good governance at all levels by ensur-
ing efficiency, accountability, effectiveness and transparency 
through strengthened supreme audit institutions, including, 
as appropriate, the improvement of public accounting systems;

6. Acknowledges the role of supreme audit institutions in 
fostering governmental accountability for the use of resources 
and their performance in achieving development goals;

7. Takes note of the interest of the International 
Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions in the post-
2015 development agenda;

8. Encourages Member States to give due consid-
eration to the independence and capacity-building of su-
preme audit institutions in a manner consistent with their 
national institutional structures, as well as to the improve-
ment of public accounting systems in accordance with 

Public Service Awards and the United Nations Public Ad-
ministration Network;

(c) To further strengthen governance and public ad-
ministration capacity development through the provision 
of advisory services, training, including self-assessment 
and awareness-raising, and technical projects, such as the 
United Nations Project Office on Governance;

(d) To assist in the implementation of the Plan of 
Action adopted by the World Summit on the Information 
Society at its first phase, held in Geneva from 10 to 12 De-
cember 2003, and the Tunis Agenda for the Information 
Society adopted by the Summit at its second phase, held 
in Tunis from 16 to 18 November 2005, on issues related 
to e-government, e-participation, mobile government, 
open government data and the use of information and 
communications technologies;

(e) To continue its work on supporting the reconstruction 
of governance and public administration in post-conflict 
countries for quick recovery and sustainable development.

Also on the same date, by decision 2014/257, 
the Council decided that the fourteenth session of 
the Committee of Experts on Public Administration 
would be held at United Nations Headquarters from 
20 to 24 April 2015, and approved the provisional 
agenda for that session.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 75], the General Assembly, 
on the recommendation of the Second Committee 
[A/69/470], adopted resolution 69/228 without vote 
[agenda item 21].

Promoting and fostering the efficiency, 
accountability, effectiveness and transparency 

of public administration by strengthening 
supreme audit institutions

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 66/209 of 22 December 2011,
Recalling also the commitments in the outcomes of all 

the major United Nations conferences and summits in the 
economic, social and environmental fields, including the 
outcome document of the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development entitled “The future we want”, 
the United Nations Millennium Declaration, the 2005 
World Summit Outcome, the Monterrey Consensus of the 
International Conference on Financing for Development, 
the Doha Declaration on Financing for Development: 
outcome document of the Follow-up International 
Conference on Financing for Development to Review the 
Implementation of the Monterrey Consensus, the outcome 
document of the high-level plenary meeting of the General 
Assembly on the Millennium Development Goals, the out-
come document of the special event to follow up efforts made 
towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals, 
the Programme of Action of the International Conference 
on Population and Development, the key actions for the 
further implementation of the Programme of Action of the 
International Conference on Population and Development 
and the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action,

Recalling further its resolutions 67/290 of 9 July 2013 
and 68/1 of 20  September 2013, and the ministerial 
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translated into lower international demand for 
commodities and a consequent decline in their prices, 
adversely affected the economic growth and export 
performance of several ldcs, most notably the fuel 
exporters. That resulted in a substantial deteriora-
tion of their current account and merchandise trade. 
Although foreign direct investment (fdi) reached a 
record high and inflows of remittances continued un-
abated, official development assistance (oda) started 
to show signs of stagnation and savings rates fell, lead-
ing to a greater need of external finance.

The report stated that given that the proposed 
sdgs were even more ambitious than the mdgs—
meeting those goals would require nothing short of 
a revolution in the economic performance of ldcs. 
More specifically, it would necessitate their struc-
tural transformation on a scale unprecedented for 
those countries. Employing targeted, selective and 
more ambitious government policies to modify 
their economic structure and boost economic dyna-
mism was of critical importance. According to the 
report, a one-size-fits-all model of development and 
policymaking was not practical. Rather, a pragmatic 
approach needed to be considered, based on a mix of 
policies selected to suit specific conditions. The types 
of policy instruments that might help foster structural 
transformation and enable the achievement of the 
sdgs were related to resource mobilization, industrial 
policy, macroeconomic framework and international 
measures. The report’s analysis reinforced the need for 
concerted efforts by the ldcs and the international 
community to take effective and coherent policy 
measures aimed at the structural transformation 
necessary for enabling ldcs to tackle their enormous 
development challenges in the post-2015 period.

LDC list

In accordance with Economic and Social Council 
resolution 2013/20 [YUN 2013, p. 817], cdp at its six-
teenth session (see p. 981) monitored the development 
progress of countries graduating from the ldc cat-
egory, namely Equatorial Guinea and Vanuatu, 
both scheduled to graduate in 2017; and Samoa, 
which graduated from the ldc category on 1 Janu-
ary 2014, after a long transition period that was ex-
tended by the General Assembly in resolution 64/295 
[YUN 2010, p. 843]. The Committee stressed that proper 
international support measures needed to be provided 
to Samoa to address vulnerabilities specific to small 
island developing States (sids).

In response to Assembly resolution 67/221 
[YUN  2012, p.  842], cdp further reviewed the 
development progress of Maldives, which had gradu-
ated in 2011 [YUN 2011, p. 826]. The Committee noted 
the abrupt termination of trade-related support meas-
ures provided to Maldives by its main trading partners 
after the graduation, or after the end of a transition 

national development plans in the context of the post-2015 
development agenda;

9. Stresses the importance of continuing international 
cooperation to support developing countries in capacity-
building, knowledge and best practices related to public 
accounting and auditing.

Groups of countries in special 
situations

On 19 September, the General Assembly, on the 
recommendation of the General Committee [A/69/471], 
included in the agenda of its sixty-ninth session 
the item entitled “Groups of countries in special 
situations”, covering the follow-up to the Fourth 
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed 
Countries [YUN 2011, p. 827], and the follow-up to the 
second United Nations conference on landlocked 
developing countries (see p. 1012). The Assembly al-
located the agenda item to the Second Committee.

On 19 December (decision 69/547), the General 
Assembly took note of the report of the Second 
Committee on the subject.

Least developed countries
The special problems of the officially designated 

least developed countries (ldcs) were considered in 
several UN forums in 2014, particularly through 
implementation of the Istanbul Declaration and 
Programme of Action for the Least Developed 
Countries for the Decade 2011—2020 (Istanbul 
Programme of Action) [YUN  2011, p.  828], adopted 
at the Fourth United Nations Conference on ldcs 
[ibid., p. 827]. In addition to the Office of the High 
Representative for Least Developed Countries, 
Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island 
Developing States (ohrlls), the Committee for 
Development Policy (cdp) and the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development (unctad) 
also dealt with ldc-related issues.

The Least Developed Countries Report 2014 [Sales 
No. E.14.II.D.7], published by unctad, addressed 
growth with structural transformation—a post-2015 
development agenda, and examined the linkages be-
tween structural transformation, economic growth 
and human development. The report also considered 
what LDCs could do to transform their economies to 
foster economic growth and achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) and the sustainable 
development goals (sdgs), and what the international 
community could do to support ldcs in their struc-
tural transformation.

In 2013, ldcs maintained high economic growth, 
although they began to show signs of an economic 
slowdown. Sluggish global economic growth, which 
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Communications. On 17 September [A/69/392], 
Benin transmitted to the Secretary-General the 
Ministerial Declaration entitled “Cotonou Agenda for 
productive capacity-building in the least developed 
countries,” adopted at the ministerial meeting (Coto-
nou, Benin, 28–31 July) on new partnerships for pro-
ductive capacity-building in ldcs. The meeting was 
held on the initiative of the Government of Benin, 
in its capacity as Chair of the group of ldcs, in close 
cooperation with the United Nations, represented by 
ohrlls. In the Declaration, participants invited the 
Assembly to include an agenda item entitled “New 
partnerships for building productive capacities in least 
developed countries” during its sixty-ninth session.

On 8 October [A/C.2/69/2], Benin transmitted to 
the Secretary-General the Ministerial Declaration 
adopted at the Annual Ministerial Meeting of the 
Least Developed Countries (New York, 26 Septem-
ber). Participants called for the early operationalization 
of the International Migrant Remittances Observa-
tory for least developed countries without further 
delay, and invited UN system organizations, includ-
ing the World Bank Group, to undertake a feasibility 
study, in collaboration with ohrlls, with the aim 
of introducing “diaspora bonds” for least developed 
countries.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 75], the General Assembly, 
on the recommendation of the Second Committee 
[A/69/471/Add.1], adopted resolution 69/231 without 
vote [agenda item 22 (a)].

Follow-up to the Fourth United Nations Conference 
on the Least Developed Countries

The General Assembly,
Recalling the Istanbul Declaration and the Programme 

of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Dec-
ade 2011–2020, adopted at the Fourth United Nations 
Conference on the Least Developed Countries and en-
dorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 65/280 
of 17 June 2011, in which the Assembly called upon all 
the relevant stakeholders to commit to implementing the 
Istanbul Programme of Action,

Reaffirming the overarching goal of the Istanbul 
Programme of Action of overcoming the structural chal-
lenges faced by the least developed countries in order to erad-
icate poverty, achieve internationally agreed development 
goals and enable graduation from the least developed 
country category,

Recalling its resolutions 68/18 of 4 December 2013 and 
68/224 of 20 December 2013,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 
2014/29 of 25 July 2014 on the Programme of Action for 
the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011–2020,

Expressing its deep concern over the most severe and 
complex outbreak of Ebola that has ruthlessly affected 
three least developed countries, namely Guinea, Liberia 
and Sierra Leone, which exposes the fact that, while all 

period; and urged them to implement a gradual phas-
ing out of support measures specific to ldcs for gradu-
ated countries. It recommended that Maldives sub-
mit its report on the implementation of the transition 
strategy for the next monitoring exercise.

At year’s end, the list of ldcs comprised the follow-
ing 48 countries: Afghanistan, Angola, Bangladesh, 
Benin, Bhutan, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, 
Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, 
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Haiti, Kiribati, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Le-
sotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, 
Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Niger, Rwanda, Sao 
Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Solomon 
Islands, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Timor-Leste, 
Togo, Tuvalu, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Vanuatu, Yemen and Zambia.

Follow up to the Fourth UN Conference 
on LDCs

In response to General Assembly resolution 67/220 
[YUN 2012, p. 844], the Secretary-General submitted an 
August report [A/69/270] on strengthening investment 
promotion regimes for fdi in ldcs. The report focused 
on policies to attract and retain fdi as essential com-
ponents of national development strategies; provided 
a brief overview of recent trends and patterns in fdi 
flows to ldcs; took stock of the policies, programmes 
and measures pursued by host and home countries 
and by international organizations to stimulate fdi 
flows to and increase their benefits for ldcs; and out-
lined options for strengthening such efforts.

The report concluded that promising trends in 
fdi flows to ldcs and the nascent shifts in their sec-
toral distribution towards manufacturing and service 
activities suggested scope for further efforts by ldcs, 
home countries, the international community and 
others for promoting fdi flows that contributed to 
those countries’ productive capacity-building. The 
international community should consider launching 
an action plan for promoting fdi in ldcs and strength-
ening host-country benefits. Greater coordination of 
such efforts could be achieved through a one-stop 
arrangement, such as an international investment 
support centre dedicated to ldcs. Such a facility, as 
recommended in the Cotonou Agenda for productive 
capacity-building in ldcs (see below), could provide 
interrelated services, such as a common information 
depository containing all relevant information; con-
tract preparation and negotiating support; advisory 
support in dispute resolution; and risk insurance. The 
Secretary-General recommended that the Assembly 
consider the establishment of a voluntarily funded 
international investment support centre for ldcs 
under the auspices of the United Nations and the re-
lated institutional and other matters.
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partners, and calls upon the development partners to further 
integrate the Programme of Action into their respective 
national cooperation policy frameworks, programmes and 
activities, as appropriate, to ensure enhanced, predictable and 
targeted support to the least developed countries, as set out 
in the Programme of Action, and the delivery of their com-
mitments, and to consider appropriate measures to overcome 
shortfalls or shortcomings, if any;

4. Calls upon the international community to act ur-
gently and decisively to address the outbreak of Ebola in 
some West African least developed countries, which has 
highlighted the fundamental need to strengthen national 
health systems and increase resilience and coordinated re-
sponses to public health challenges and emergencies, partic-
ularly in the least developed countries, as laid out in priority 
areas (e) and ( f ) of the Istanbul Programme of Action, in 
order to prevent, detect and rapidly respond to infectious 
diseases and other health emergencies, and calls upon all 
development partners to continue to provide financial and 
technical support for the risk mitigation strategies of the least 
developed countries in order to strengthen their capacity to 
respond to public health challenges and emergencies;

5. Expresses its concern that all countries, particularly 
the least developed countries, are vulnerable to the adverse 
impacts of climate change and are already experiencing in-
creased impacts, including persistent drought and extreme 
weather events, sea-level rise, coastal erosion, glacial lake 
outburst floods and ocean acidification, which further 
threaten food security and efforts to eradicate poverty and 
achieve sustainable development;

6. Welcomes the fact that bilateral net official 
development assistance to the least developed countries is 
estimated to have increased by 12.3 per cent in 2013, ac-
cording to the preliminary estimate of the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development, while noting a 
decrease of 9.4 per cent in real terms in 2012, reiterates that 
official development assistance continues to be the largest 
source of external financing for the development of the least 
developed countries, that it plays an important role in their 
development and that progress has been made during the 
past decade in increasing the flow of official development 
assistance to the least developed countries, underlines that 
the fulfilment of all official development assistance com-
mitments is crucial, including the commitments by many 
developed countries to achieving the target of 0.7 per cent 
of gross national income for official development assistance 
to developing countries by 2015, as well as the target of 
0.15 to 0.20 per cent of gross national income for official 
development assistance to the least developed countries, 
and urges developed countries that have not yet done so to 
fulfil their commitments for official development assistance 
to the least developed countries;

7. Recalls the commitment, contained in the Istan-
bul Programme of Action, that donor countries should 
review their official development assistance commitments 
in 2015 and consider further enhancing the resources for 
the least developed countries, and in this regard urges 
donor countries to give high priority to the least developed 
countries in terms of their allocation of official development 
assistance, taking into account their needs, complex chal-
lenges and the resources gap;

8. Reaffirms the commitments made at the Fourth 
Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization 
relating to the least developed countries, takes note of the 

countries are at risk of such outbreaks, the least developed 
countries are particularly vulnerable to public health emer-
gencies, with severe impacts on lives and livelihoods and on 
the economies of those countries,

Emphasizing the need for coordinated implementation 
and coherent follow-up and monitoring of the Istanbul 
Programme of Action, and noting the key role of the 
Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed 
Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small 
Island Developing States in this regard, as set out in para-
graph 155 of the Programme of Action,

Recalling its resolutions 59/209 of 20 December 2004 
and 65/286 of 29 June 2011 on the importance of a smooth 
transition for countries graduating from the list of least 
developed countries, and reaffirming the aim of enabling 
half of the least developed countries to meet the criteria for 
graduation by 2020,

Recalling also its invitation to development partners 
to consider the least developed country indicators, gross 
national income per capita, the human assets index and 
the economic vulnerability index as part of their criteria for 
allocating official development assistance,

Noting the conclusion of the Secretary-General’s 
Climate Summit, and welcoming its contribution to the 
existing political momentum, with a view to galvanizing 
action to address climate change,

Taking note of the ministerial declaration adopted at 
the Ministerial Meeting of the Least Developed Countries, 
held in New York on 26 September 2014,

Taking note also of the report of the Office of the 
High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, 
Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island 
Developing States, entitled ”State of the Least Developed 
Countries, 2014”, with the special theme “Extreme poverty 
eradication in the least developed countries and the post-
2015 development agenda”,

1. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary-General 
on the implementation of the Programme of Action for the 
Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011–2020 and 
on strengthening investment promotion regimes for foreign 
direct investment in the least developed countries;

2. Welcomes the progress made by many of the 
least developed countries in implementing the Istanbul 
Programme of Action, including by mainstreaming it into 
relevant planning documents and development strategies, 
calls upon the least developed countries, with the support 
of their development partners, to fulfil their commitments 
and to promote the implementation of the Programme of 
Action, including by integrating its provisions into their 
national policies and development frameworks and con-
ducting regular reviews with the full involvement of all key 
stakeholders, and in this regard invites the Office of the 
High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, 
Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island 
Developing States, the subsidiary bodies of the Economic 
and Social Council, including United Nations regional 
and functional commissions, the United Nations resident 
coordinator system and the United Nations country teams, 
to actively support the integration and implementation of 
the Programme of Action;

3. Also welcomes the progress in, and stresses the impor-
tance of, mainstreaming the Istanbul Programme of Action 
into the development cooperation frameworks of development 
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a technology bank and science, technology and innovation 
supporting mechanism dedicated to the least developed 
countries, welcomes the announcement by the Secretary-
General regarding the composition of the panel, and looks 
forward to the conclusion of the panel’s work in line with 
its resolution 68/224;

15. Reaffirms its decision that the special needs and 
development priorities of the least developed countries, in-
cluding the eight priority areas of the Istanbul Programme 
of Action, such as productive capacity-building, including 
through rapid development of infrastructure and energy, 
should be given appropriate consideration in relation to the 
post-2015 development agenda, and in this regard invites 
the Office of the High Representative to continue to extend 
the necessary substantive support to the least developed 
countries in preparing their positions on these matters as 
part of its ongoing work;

16. Underlines the need to ensure the mutual ac-
countability of the least developed countries and their 
development partners for delivering the commitments un-
dertaken under the Istanbul Programme of Action, reiter-
ates that the Development Cooperation Forum should con-
tinue to take into consideration the Istanbul Programme 
of Action when it reviews the trends in international 
development cooperation, as well as policy coherence for 
development, and stresses the need for providing appropri-
ate space and platforms for structured dialogue between the 
least developed countries and their development partners;

17. Stresses that the least developed countries should 
receive a special focus throughout the United Nations 
Decade of Sustainable Energy for All (2014–2024), with a 
view to ensuring the realization of the objective of ensuring 
access to energy for all by 2030, as well as other energy goals 
and targets set out in the Istanbul Programme of Action, 
requests that, in the Secretary-General’s coordination of 
the Decade, within existing resources, the least developed 
countries receive such special focus throughout, with a view 
to ensuring the successful realization of the Decade, and in 
this regard welcomes the renewed focus on least developed 
countries within the Sustainable Energy for All initiative;

18. Recalls paragraph 157 of the Istanbul Programme 
of Action, in which the General Assembly was invited to 
consider conducting a comprehensive high-level midterm 
review of the implementation of the Programme of Action;

19. Welcomes the generous offer of the Government 
of Turkey to host the comprehensive high-level midterm 
review;

20. Decides that the comprehensive high-level 
midterm review:

(a) Shall be held, on an exceptional basis, in Antalya, 
Turkey, for a period of three days in June 2016, consisting 
of opening and closing plenary meetings and four addi-
tional plenary meetings, as well as four parallel thematic 
round-table meetings;

(b) Shall be held at the highest possible political level;
(c) Shall result in an intergovernmentally negotiated 

and agreed outcome in the form of a political declaration;
(d) Shall ensure that the summaries of the plenary 

meetings and other deliberations of the review are included 
in the report of the review;

21. Requests the President of the General Assembly 
at its seventieth session to appoint two co-facilitators, 
one from a developed country and one from a developing 

decisions taken at the Ninth Ministerial Conference of the 
World Trade Organization, held in Bali, Indonesia, from 
3 to 7 December 2013, in particular the decision on duty-
free and quota-free market access for the least developed 
countries, preferential rules of origin for the least developed 
countries and operationalization of the waiver concerning 
preferential treatment to services and service suppliers of the 
least developed countries, calls upon developed countries, 
and developing countries declaring themselves in a posi-
tion to do so, to take steps towards the goal of realizing the 
timely implementation of duty-free and quota-free market 
access, on a lasting basis, for all least developed countries, 
consistent with the Hong Kong Ministerial Declaration, 
and in this regard notes with appreciation the realization 
by some developed and developing countries of duty-free 
and quota-free market access for all products from all least 
developed countries;

9. Underscores that the ownership, leadership and pri-
mary responsibility for development in the least developed 
countries rests with themselves, and also underscores 
that good governance, inclusiveness and transparency, as 
well as domestic resource mobilization, are central to the 
development process of the least developed countries and 
that these efforts need to be given concrete and substantial 
international support, in a spirit of shared responsibility and 
mutual accountability, through renewed and strengthened 
global partnership;

10. Calls upon the least developed countries, their 
development partners, the United Nations system and all 
other actors to fully and effectively implement, in a coordi-
nated, coherent and expeditious manner, the commitments 
that have been made in the Istanbul Programme of Action 
in its eight priority areas, namely (a) productive capacity, (b) 
agriculture, food security and rural development, (c) trade, 
(d) commodities, (e) human and social development, ( f ) 
multiple crises and other emerging challenges, (g) mobi-
lizing financial resources for development and capacity-
building, and (h) good governance at all levels;

11. Calls upon the developing countries, guided by 
the spirit of solidarity and consistent with their capabili-
ties, to provide support for the effective implementation 
of the Istanbul Programme of Action in mutually agreed 
areas of cooperation, within the framework of South-South 
cooperation, which is a complement to, but not a substitute 
for, North-South cooperation;

12. Reiterates the importance of continuing to 
mainstream South-South cooperation, particularly for 
the benefit of the least developed countries, through the 
United Nations development system, including the United 
Nations Office for South-South Cooperation, in line with 
decision 18/1 of the High-level Committee on South-
South Cooperation and relevant General Assembly resolu-
tions, including resolutions 67/226 and 67/227 of 21 De-
cember 2012 and 68/230 of 20 December 2013, and the 
strategic plans of the United Nations agencies, funds and 
programmes, as appropriate;

13. Invites the private sector, civil society and foun-
dations to contribute to the implementation of the Is-
tanbul Programme of Action in their respective areas of 
competence, in line with the national priorities of the least 
developed countries;

14. Takes note with appreciation of the work under-
taken thus far by the Secretary-General to constitute a 
high-level panel of experts to carry out a feasibility study for 
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areas of the Istanbul Programme of Action in order to en-
sure the timely, effective and full implementation of the 
Programme of Action during the remainder of the Dec-
ade, while taking into account the post-2015 development 
agenda as it relates to the least developed countries;

29. Underlines that the Office of the High 
Representative, as the focal point, in accordance with man-
dates given by the General Assembly in its resolution 56/227 
of 24 December 2001, has the responsibility for ensuring 
that the preparations are carried out effectively and effi-
ciently and for mobilizing and coordinating the active in-
volvement of the organizations of the United Nations system;

30. Invites the Secretary-General to convene a United 
Nations system high-level event during the comprehensive 
high-level midterm review, with a view to ensuring the full 
mobilization of the United Nations system in support of the 
least developed countries and the coordinated and timely 
implementation by the United Nations system of the Istan-
bul Programme of Action and the outcome of the review;

31. Requests the President of the General Assembly to 
organize, early in 2016, a one-day special thematic event, 
with the participation of Member States, non-governmental 
organizations, civil society, the private sector and academic 
institutions, in order to provide input to the comprehensive 
high-level midterm review;

32. Invites the Economic and Social Council to con-
sider the issue of the comprehensive high-level midterm 
review as part of its coordination and management meet-
ings in 2016;

33. Requests the organs, organizations, funds and 
programmes of the United Nations system to undertake sec-
toral appraisals in their respective fields of competence on 
the implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action, 
with special emphasis on areas where implementation 
has remained insufficient, and to make proposals for new 
measures, as necessary, as further inputs to the preparation 
for the comprehensive high-level midterm review, and in 
this regard affirms that appropriate inter-agency meetings 
should be convened in order to ensure the full mobilization 
and coordination of the entire United Nations system, in-
cluding the Bretton Woods institutions;

34. Emphasizes the importance of country-level prep-
arations as a critical input to the preparatory process for 
the comprehensive high-level midterm review and to the 
implementation of and follow-up to its outcome, in this 
context calls upon the least developed countries to under-
take their national reviews on the implementation of the 
Istanbul Programme of Action, with a particular focus on 
progress, obstacles, constraints, actions and measures nec-
essary to further its implementation, in close collaboration 
with the Office of the High Representative and the United 
Nations country teams, as part of their existing workplans, 
and in this regard invites the United Nations country teams 
to support the least developed countries in the preparation 
of their national reports, in close collaboration with the 
Office of the High Representative;

35. Requests the Administrator of the United Nations 
Development Programme, in her capacity as Chair of the 
United Nations Development Group, to ensure the full in-
volvement of the United Nations resident coordinators and 
country teams in the least developed countries in the prepa-
rations for the comprehensive high-level midterm review, in 
particular at the country level, including in the preparation 
of national reports;

country, to oversee and direct informal intergovernmental 
consultations on all issues relating to the review and its pre-
paratory process;

22. Requests the co-facilitators to present a draft out-
come document in the form of a political declaration, no 
later than March 2016 and in advance of the preparatory 
meeting of experts, prepared on the basis of inputs from 
the national and regional preparatory meetings, the report 
of the Secretary-General and other inputs, including those 
from Member States;

23. Requests the President of the General Assembly to 
organize a four-day preparatory meeting of experts, to be 
chaired by the co-facilitators, with interpretation services 
on an “as available” basis, in March 2016, with a view to 
considering the draft outcome document;

24. Decides that all negotiations on the outcome docu-
ment shall be held at United Nations Headquarters in New 
York, and strongly encourages Member States to conclude 
negotiations on the draft outcome document in advance of 
the comprehensive high-level midterm review;

25. Also decides that the comprehensive high-level 
midterm review and its preparatory process shall be open to 
participation by all States Members of the United Nations 
or States members of the specialized agencies and observers 
in the General Assembly, and that the rules of procedure 
of the functional commissions of the Economic and Social 
Council, as well as the supplementary arrangements estab-
lished for the Commission on Sustainable Development by 
the Council in its decisions 1993/215 of 12 February 1993 
and 1995/201 of 8 February 1995, shall apply;

26. Invites the host country to consider hosting, with 
the assistance of the Office of the High Representative, 
within its existing mandate and resources, and with the 
support of extrabudgetary resources, as available and ap-
propriate, a private sector forum on investment opportuni-
ties in least developed countries, and encourages relevant 
representatives of Member States and the private sector to 
support and participate in the forum;

27. Underlines that there will be two regional-level 
preparatory meetings, taking advantage of the biennial 
regional meetings already scheduled for 2015, one in col-
laboration with the Economic Commission for Africa, 
which will include Haiti, and the other in collaboration 
with the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific, which will include Yemen, with the regional-
level meetings to be supported by broad-based and inclusive 
country-level preparations, and that the outcomes of the 
regional-level preparatory meetings should be considered 
in the comprehensive high-level midterm review;

28. Decides that the scope of the midterm 
comprehensive global review shall be as follows:

(a) To undertake a comprehensive review of the 
implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action 
by the least developed countries and their development 
partners, share best practices and lessons learned and iden-
tify obstacles and constraints encountered and actions and 
initiatives needed to overcome them, as well as new chal-
lenges and emerging issues;

(b) To reaffirm the global commitment to address the 
special needs of the least developed countries made at the 
Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed 
Countries and to further strengthen the global partnership 
for development for least developed countries in all priority 
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least developed countries have made strong efforts to im-
prove investment climates to attract increased foreign direct 
investment flows and enhance the benefits of these flows 
for their economies, which have been complemented by 
actions by their development partners, which appear to 
have had a positive impact, as indicated by a significant rise 
in foreign direct investment flows to the least developed 
countries in recent years, and expresses its concern that lev-
els of investment, both foreign and domestic, in the least 
developed countries have yet to reach their potential, un-
derscoring that much more needs to be done;

45. Underlines the need for stronger and more focused 
policies and strategies by the least developed countries, the 
home countries of foreign direct investment, international 
organizations and other stakeholders, as appropriate, to 
substantially increase foreign direct investment flows to the 
least developed countries in the coming years, and in this 
regard decides to consider those needs in the context of the 
comprehensive high-level midterm review of the Istanbul 
Programme of Action, focusing on, inter alia, the potential 
importance to the least developed countries of:

(a) Access to information on existing investment fa-
cilities and foreign direct investment support programmes;

(b) Technical support to assist the least developed 
countries in negotiating complex large-scale contracts;

(c) Access to and further strengthening of advisory 
support in investment-related dispute resolution;

(d) Risk insurance and guarantees, in close collabora-
tion with the Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency 
and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development;

(e) Regulatory and legal frameworks that can attract 
foreign direct investment by improving investment climates 
and promoting enabling environments at all levels;

46. Recognizes the importance of building productive 
capacity as a critical enabler for the development and gradu-
ation of the least developed countries, as defined in priority 
area (a) of the Istanbul Programme of Action, and calls 
upon the least developed countries and their development 
partners to ensure enhanced focus on policies and means 
to address productive capacity-building, takes note in this 
regard of the Cotonou Agenda for productive capacity-
building in the least developed countries, adopted by the 
ministers of the least developed countries at the ministerial 
meeting held in Cotonou, Benin, from 28 to 31 July 2014, 
and invites all stakeholders to give due consideration to 
productive capacity-building in the annual review of the 
Programme of Action by the Economic and Social Council;

47. Also recognizes that the activities relating to the 
least developed countries carried out within the Secretariat 
need to be further coordinated and consolidated in order 
to ensure effective monitoring and follow-up of the Istan-
bul Programme of Action, led by the Office of the High 
Representative, and to provide well-coordinated support 
for the realization of the goal of enabling half of the least 
developed countries to meet the criteria for graduation 
by 2020;

48. Takes note of the work of the Inter-Agency Consul-
tative Group for least developed countries, led by the Office 
of the High Representative, reiterates its invitation to the 
Secretary-General to appropriately integrate it within the 
framework of the High-level Committee on Programmes 
of the United Nations System Chief Executives Board for 

36. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a 
comprehensive report, by the first quarter of 2016, on the 
implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action, in 
lieu of his report to the General Assembly at its seventy-
first session and to the Economic and Social Council at its 
substantive session of 2016;

37. Reiterates the critical importance of the full and 
effective participation of the least developed countries in the 
comprehensive high-level midterm review at the national, 
regional and global levels, stresses that adequate resources 
should be provided, and in this regard requests the Secretary-
General to mobilize extrabudgetary resources in order to 
cover the cost of the participation of two government repre-
sentatives from each least developed country in the review 
and the preparatory meeting of experts;

38. Urges Member States, and invites other 
multilateral development partners, intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations and the private sector, to 
make voluntary contributions to the trust fund established 
by the Secretary-General in accordance with resolution 
59/244 of 22 December 2004;

39. Calls upon all Member States to take a positive 
interest in the preparation of the comprehensive high-level 
midterm review and to be represented at a high level in the 
plenary meeting of the review, with a view to reaching a 
successful outcome;

40. Stresses the importance of the effective participation 
of all relevant stakeholders, including parliamentarians, 
civil society and the private sector, in the comprehensive 
high-level midterm review and its preparatory process, in 
accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 
1996/31 of 25 July 1996;

41. Notes with appreciation that several least developed 
countries have expressed their intention to reach the status 
of graduation by 2020, invites them to start the preparations 
for their graduation and transition strategy, and reiterates its 
request to all relevant organizations of the United Nations 
system, led by the Office of the High Representative, to 
extend the necessary support in this regard in a coordinated 
and coherent manner;

42. Invites the Committee for Development Policy to 
continue to give due consideration to the specific constraints 
and vulnerabilities faced by each least developed country, 
including small island and landlocked least developed 
countries, the least developed countries with mountains and 
fragile ecology, low-lying coastal least developed countries 
and the least developed countries with large segments of the 
population living in extreme poverty, high dependency on 
primary commodity exports, low agricultural productivity 
and food insecurity, climate, environmental and natural 
disaster vulnerability, public health insecurity and energy 
insecurity, as well as those least developed countries caught 
in and emerging from conflict;

43. Notes the offer of the Government of Nepal to host 
a ministerial meeting of the Asia-Pacific least developed 
countries on graduation and the post-2015 development 
agenda, which was held in Kathmandu from 16 to 18 De-
cember 2014, and looks forward to a successful outcome, 
agreed upon by the ministers of those countries, which re-
flects their various issues and concerns;

44. Recognizes that private capital flows, particularly 
foreign direct investment, play a complementary and cata-
lytic role in building and strengthening productive capacity 
in the least developed countries, also recognizes that many 
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and platforms for such dialogue was essential. Given 
the deepening relationships between ldcs and emerg-
ing economies and the significant potential for further 
expansion, South-South cooperation and triangular 
cooperation should be strengthened in all areas of the 
Istanbul Programme of Action. Continued coordi-
nated support for ldcs, led by ohrlls, remained criti-
cal in order for those countries to effectively articulate 
their needs and concerns in the process of formulating 
the post-2015 development agenda and the sdgs. The 
midterm review of the Istanbul Programme of Action, 
scheduled for 2016, was expected to be a central el-
ement of mutual accountability with respect to the 
Programme of Action and would help guide the UN 
system towards its effective implementation.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION

On 25  July [meeting 47], the Economic and 
Social Council adopted resolution 2014/29 [draft: 
E/2014/L.28] without vote [agenda item 9 (b)].

Programme of Action for the Least Developed 
Countries for the Decade 2011–2020

The Economic and Social Council,
Recalling the Istanbul Declaration and the Programme 

of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Dec-
ade 2011–2020, adopted by the Fourth United Nations 
Conference on the Least Developed Countries, held in 
Istanbul, Turkey, from 9 to 13 May 2011, and endorsed 
by the General Assembly in resolution 65/280 of 17 June 
2011, in which the Assembly called upon all the relevant 
stakeholders to commit to implementing the Programme 
of Action,

Reaffirming the overarching goal of the Istanbul 
Programme of Action of overcoming the structural chal-
lenges faced by the least developed countries in order 
to eradicate poverty, achieve the internationally agreed 
development goals and enable graduation from the least 
developed country category,

Recalling its resolution 2013/46 of 26 July 2013 on the 
Istanbul Programme of Action,

Recalling also General Assembly resolutions 68/18 of 
4 December 2013 and 68/224 of 20 December 2013,

Emphasizing the need for coordinated implementation 
and coherent follow-up and monitoring of the Istanbul 
Programme of Action, and noting the key role of the 
Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed 
Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small 
Island Developing States in this regard, as set out in para-
graph 155 of the Programme of Action,

Recognizing that, over the years, the responsibilities of 
the Office of the High Representative have increased con-
siderably in their scope and complexity,

Noting the theme of the 2014 annual ministerial 
review, “Addressing ongoing and emerging challenges 
for meeting the Millennium Development Goals in 2015 
and for sustaining development gains in the future”, and 
the theme of the high-level political forum on sustain-
able development convened under the auspices of the 
Economic and Social Council, “Achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals and charting the way for an ambitious 

Coordination, notes the steps taken by the Chief Executives 
Board and the High-level Committee in supporting the 
coordination and follow-up of the implementation of the 
Istanbul Programme of Action on a system-wide basis, 
reiterates its invitation to the Secretary-General, in his 
capacity as Chair of the Chief Executives Board, to include 
the implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action in 
the agenda of the Board, encourages the Office of the High 
Representative, in close cooperation with the secretariat 
of the Board, to finalize a toolkit for mainstreaming the 
Programme of Action into the work programmes of the 
organizations of the United Nations system, and requests 
the Secretary-General to report on further progress made 
in this regard;

49. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its seventieth session a progress report 
on the implementation of the Programme of Action for the 
Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011–2020 and 
on the implementation of the present resolution.

Programme of Action (2011–2020)
As requested in General Assembly resolution 

68/224 [YUN 2013, p. 822] and Economic and Social 
Council resolution 2013/46 [ibid., p. 825], the Secretary-
General, in May, submitted a progress report [A/69/95-
E/2014/81] on the implementation of the Programme 
of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the 
Decade 2011–2020 [YUN 2011, p. 828]. The report as-
sessed the performance and prospects of ldcs; and 
provided an analysis of progress made with respect 
to the goals and targets of the Istanbul Programme 
of Action, and an overview of measures deployed 
by ldcs, development partners and other stake-
holders, including the UN system, in advancing 
implementation of the Programme of Action. It also 
included measures related to graduation and smooth 
transition, as well as South-South cooperation.

The report concluded that ldcs continued to 
make progress towards achieving the goals and tar-
gets agreed upon in Istanbul; however, many of them 
were unlikely to reach the mdgs and the targets of the 
Programme of Action. It was important that the Is-
tanbul Programme of Action be firmly integrated into 
the post-2015 development agenda and the sdgs. The 
focus on building robust and sustainable productive 
capacity in agriculture, manufacturing and services 
in ldcs had to continue and development partners 
needed to strengthen their support for LDCs in that 
area. The trends of increasing government revenues 
in ldcs, as well as the actions of those countries to 
combat corruption and increase transparency, had to 
be strengthened. More priority needed to be given to 
ldcs in the allocation of oda and other resources at 
a level commensurate with their needs and complex 
challenges. With respect to mutual accountability, 
more structured dialogue between ldcs and their 
development partners on the roles and responsibili-
ties of each stakeholder in the aid relationship was 
vitally important, and providing appropriate space 
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and the delivery of their commitments, and to consider ap-
propriate measures to overcome shortfalls or shortcomings, 
if any;

7. Invites all organizations of the United Nations 
system and other multilateral organizations, including the 
Bretton Woods institutions and international and regional 
financial institutions, to contribute to the implementation 
of the Istanbul Programme of Action, including by imple-
menting enhanced substantive and technical assistance to 
the least developed countries in a timely manner, and to 
integrate the Programme of Action into their programmes 
of work, as appropriate and in accordance with their re-
spective mandates, and to participate fully in its review at 
the national, subregional, regional and global levels, and in 
this regard invites them to report on their contribution to 
the implementation of the Programme of Action as part of 
their annual reporting to their respective governing bodies;

8. Welcomes the fact that the bilateral net official 
development assistance to the least developed countries is 
estimated to have increased by 12.3 per cent in 2013, ac-
cording to the preliminary estimate of the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development, while noting a 
9.4 per cent decrease in real terms in 2012, reiterates that 
official development assistance continues to be the largest 
source of external financing for the development of the least 
developed countries and plays an important role in their 
development and that progress has been made during the 
past decade in increasing the flow of official development 
assistance to the least developed countries, underlines that 
the fulfilment of all official development assistance com-
mitments is crucial, including the commitments by many 
developed countries to achieving the target of 0.7 per cent 
of gross national income for official development assistance 
to developing countries by 2015, as well as the target of 
0.15 to 0.20 per cent of gross national income for official 
development assistance to the least developed countries, 
and urges developed countries that have not yet done so to 
fulfil their commitments for official development assistance 
to the least developed countries;

9. Also welcomes steps to improve the effectiveness and 
quality of aid in the least developed countries, and under-
lines the need for enhancing the quality of aid to the least 
developed countries by strengthening national ownership, 
alignment, harmonization, predictability, mutual account-
ability and transparency, and results orientation;

10. Recalls the commitment, contained in the Istan-
bul Programme of Action, that donor countries should 
review their official development assistance commitments 
in 2015 and consider further enhancing the resources for 
the least developed countries, and in this regard urges 
donor countries to give high priority to the least developed 
countries in terms of their allocation of official development 
assistance, taking into account their needs, complex chal-
lenges and resources gap;

11. Calls upon the least developed countries, their 
development partners, the United Nations system and all 
other actors to further intensify their efforts to fully and 
effectively implement, in a coordinated, coherent and ex-
peditious manner, the commitments that have been made 
in the Istanbul Programme of Action in its eight priority 
areas, namely, (a) productive capacity, (b) agriculture, food 
security and rural development, (c) trade, (d) commodities, 
(e) human and social development, ( f ) multiple crises 
and other emerging challenges, (g) mobilizing financial 

post-2015 development agenda, including the sustainable 
development goals”,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General 
on the implementation of the Programme of Action for the 
Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011–2020;

2. Reaffirms the commitment, made by the 
international community in the outcome document of the 
United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, 
to assist the least developed countries in their efforts to 
achieve sustainable development, and also reaffirms the 
agreement to effectively implement the Istanbul Programme 
of Action and to fully integrate its priority areas into the 
framework for action contained in the outcome document, 
the broader implementation of which will contribute to the 
overarching goal of the Programme of Action of enabling 
half the least developed countries to meet the criteria for 
graduation by 2020;

3. Reaffirms that building a critical mass of viable 
and competitive productive capacity in agriculture, man-
ufacturing and services is essential if the least developed 
countries are to benefit from greater integration into the 
global economy, increase their resilience to shocks, sus-
tain inclusive and equitable growth and eradicate poverty, 
achieve structural transformation and generate full and 
productive employment and decent work for all;

4. Recognizes that the least developed countries have 
made some progress on many of the goals and targets in 
the Istanbul Programme of Action, leading to structural 
change in a few of them, expresses its concern that most least 
developed countries continue to face pervasive poverty, seri-
ous structural impediments to growth, low levels of human 
development, inequality and high exposure to shocks and 
disasters, and also expresses its concern that the challenges 
presented by the global economic environment are putting 
at risk the hard-won gains achieved so far and the ability to 
expand those gains to all least developed countries;

5. Welcomes the progress made by many least 
developed countries in implementing the Istanbul 
Programme of Action, including by mainstreaming it into 
relevant planning documents and development strategies, 
calls upon the least developed countries, with the support 
of their development partners, to fulfil their commitments 
and to promote implementation of the Programme of 
Action, including by integrating its provisions into their 
national policies and development frameworks and con-
ducting regular reviews with the full involvement of all key 
stakeholders, and in this regard invites the Office of the 
High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, 
Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island 
Developing States, the subsidiary bodies of the Economic 
and Social Council, including United Nations regional 
and functional commissions, the United Nations resident 
coordinator system and the United Nations country teams 
to actively support the integration and implementation of 
the Programme of Action;

6. Also welcomes the progress in, and stresses the im-
portance of, mainstreaming the Istanbul Programme of 
Action into the development cooperation frameworks of 
development partners, and calls upon the development 
partners to further integrate the Programme of Action into 
their respective national cooperation policy frameworks, 
programmes and activities, as appropriate, to ensure en-
hanced, predictable and targeted support to the least 
developed countries, as set out in the Programme of Action, 
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and platforms for structured dialogue between the least 
developed countries and their development partners;

20. Reaffirms its decision to include in its annual 
ministerial review, in 2015, a review of the implementation 
of the Istanbul Programme of Action, invites the 
organizations of the United Nations system, including 
the World Bank Group and the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Trade Organization, the regional com-
missions, the functional commissions and other relevant 
subsidiary bodies and follow-up mechanisms, as well as 
regional development banks, to contribute to the review of 
progress made in the implementation of and follow-up to 
the Programme of Action and to contribute substantively 
to the discussions and decisions of the Council on the spe-
cific priorities of the least developed countries in the context 
of the post-2015 development agenda, and in this regard 
requests the Secretary-General to submit a programme to 
the Council for its consideration at its 2015 session;

21. Expresses its concern that, although the least 
developed countries have made some progress in social 
and human development, including in primary school 
enrolment and gender parity in primary education, many of 
the goals and targets of the Millennium Development Goals 
have yet to be achieved, and calls upon the international 
community to give special priority to the least developed 
countries in order to accelerate the progress in attaining the 
Goals in the least developed countries by 2015;

22. Recalls the decision of the General Assembly in 
paragraph 24 of its resolution 68/224 that the special needs 
and development priorities of the least developed countries, 
including the eight priority areas of the Istanbul Programme 
of Action, such as productive-capacity-building, including 
through rapid development of infrastructure and energy, 
should be given appropriate consideration in the processes 
devoted to the elaboration of the post-2015 development 
agenda;

23. Notes the biennial reviews of the implementation 
of the Istanbul Programme of Action undertaken by the 
relevant United Nations regional commissions in 2013, 
and invites them to continue to carry out such reviews in 
close coordination with the global-level and country-level 
follow-up processes and in cooperation with subregional 
and regional development banks and intergovernmental 
organizations;

24. Notes with appreciation that several least developed 
countries have expressed their intention to reach the status 
of graduation by 2020, invites them to start the prepara-
tions for their graduation and transition strategy, and 
requests all relevant entities of the United Nations system, 
in particular the Office of the High Representative, to ex-
tend the necessary support in this regard;

25. Recognizes that the activities relating to the least 
developed countries carried out within the Secretariat 
need to be further coordinated and consolidated in order 
to ensure effective monitoring of and follow-up to the Is-
tanbul Programme of Action led by the Office of the High 
Representative and to provide well-coordinated support for 
realizing the goal of enabling half of the least developed 
countries to meet the criteria for graduation by 2020;

26. Strongly encourages Governments, intergovern-
mental and non-governmental organizations, major 
groups and other donors to contribute in a timely manner 
to the Trust Fund in support of the activities undertaken 

resources for development and capacity-building, and (h) 
good governance at all levels;

12. Calls upon the least developed countries, in 
cooperation with their development partners, to broaden 
their existing country review mechanisms, including those 
for the achievement of the Millennium Development 
Goals, the implementation of poverty reduction strategy 
papers, common country assessments and United Nations 
Development Assistance Frameworks, and the existing con-
sultative mechanisms to cover the review of the Istanbul 
Programme of Action;

13. Calls upon the developing countries, guided by 
the spirit of solidarity and consistent with their capabili-
ties, to provide support for the effective implementation 
of the Istanbul Programme of Action in mutually agreed 
areas of cooperation within the framework of South-South 
cooperation, which is a complement to, but not a substitute 
for, North-South cooperation;

14. Invites the private sector, civil society and foun-
dations to contribute to the implementation of the Is-
tanbul Programme of Action in their respective areas of 
competence in line with the national priorities of the least 
developed countries;

15. Welcomes with appreciation the decisions taken by 
various entities of the United Nations system to mainstream 
the Istanbul Programme of Action and integrate its relevant 
provisions into their programmes of work, and in this re-
gard reiterates its invitation to the governing bodies of all 
other United Nations funds, programmes and specialized 
agencies to do the same in an expeditious manner, as ap-
propriate and in accordance with their respective mandates;

16. Reiterates its request to the Secretary-General to in-
clude the issues of concern to the least developed countries 
in all relevant reports in the economic, social, environmental 
and related fields, in order to support the implementation 
of the goals set out in the Istanbul Programme of Action;

17. Underlines the need to give particular attention to 
the issues and concerns of the least developed countries in 
all major United Nations conferences and processes;

18. Recalls the request made by the General Assembly 
in its resolution 68/224 to the Secretary-General to consti-
tute a high-level panel of experts to carry out a feasibility 
study on a technology bank and science, technology and 
innovation supporting mechanism dedicated to the least 
developed countries, with secretariat support provided 
by the Office of the High Representative, in order to ex-
amine its scope, functions, institutional linkage with the 
United Nations and organizational aspects, and requests 
the Secretary-General to constitute the panel at the earliest 
possible date, to facilitate the conclusion of its work within 
the time frame and to transmit its report and recommenda-
tions to the Assembly for its consideration, with a view to 
operationalizing the technology bank during the seventieth 
session of the Assembly, if so recommended by the panel;

19. Underlines the need to ensure the mutual ac-
countability of the least developed countries and their 
development partners for delivering the commitments un-
dertaken under the Istanbul Programme of Action, reiter-
ates that the Development Cooperation Forum should con-
tinue to take into consideration the Programme of Action 
when it reviews the trends in international development 
cooperation, as well as policy coherence for development, 
and stresses the need for providing appropriate space 
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Conference. The Conference elected its President 
and Vice-Presidents and Rapporteur-General, and 
adopted its rules of procedure, agenda [A/CONF.223/1] 
and organization of work [A/CONF.223/4].

The Conference had before it the summaries of the 
Chairs of the multi-stakeholder partnership dialogues 
[A/CONF. 223/11], and the draft outcome document of 
the third International Conference on Small Island 
Developing States [A/CONF.223/3].

It also received communication from Argentina 
[A/CONF.223/7], rejecting the identification of repre-
sentatives of the Malvinas Islands in the official list 
of participants of the delegation of the United King-
dom; communication from Nauru [A/CONF.223/8], 
forwarding the Alliance of Small Island States Lead-
ers’ Declaration 2014, endorsed by the leaders of the 
Alliance on 1 September; and communication from 
the United States [A/CONF.223/9], transmitting to the 
Conference a statement for the record on the outcome 
document of the third International Conference on 
Small Island Developing States.

The Conference held eight plenary meetings 
and six multi-stakeholder partnership dialogues on 
sustainable economic development; climate change 
and disaster risk management; social development 
in small island developing States, health and non-
communicable diseases, youth and women; sustain-
able energy; oceans, seas and biodiversity; and water 
and sanitation, food security and waste management.

On 4 September, the Conference adopted its out-
come document, “The Small Island Developing States 
Accelerated Modalities of Action (Samoa Pathway)”, 
and recommended it to the Assembly for endorse-
ment. It also adopted a resolution on expression of 
thanks to the people and Government of Samoa.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 14 November [meeting 51], the General Assembly 
adopted resolution 69/15 [draft: A/69/L.6] without vote 
[agenda item 13 (a)].

SIDS Accelerated Modalities 
of Action (SAMOA) Pathway

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 66/288 of 27 July 2012, in which 

it decided to organize, in 2014, the third International 
Conference on Small Island Developing States at the high-
est possible level, as well as its resolutions 67/207 of 21 De-
cember 2012 and 68/238 of 27 December 2013 and its 
decision 67/558 of 17 May 2013,

1. Expresses its profound gratitude to the Government 
and the people of Samoa for hosting the third International 
Conference on Small Island Developing States in Apia from 
1 to 4 September 2014 and for providing all the necessary 
support;

2. Endorses the outcome document of the Conference, 
entitled “Sids Accelerated Modalities of Action (samoa) 
Pathway”, which is annexed to the present resolution.

by the Office of the High Representative to support the 
implementation, follow-up and monitoring of the Istan-
bul Programme of Action and the participation of repre-
sentatives of the least developed countries in the annual 
review meeting on the implementation of the Programme 
of Action, held by the Council, as well as in other relevant 
forums, and in this regard expresses its appreciation to 
those countries that have made voluntary contributions to 
the Trust Fund;

27. Welcomes the offer of the Government of Be-
nin to host a ministerial conference on new partnerships 
for productive-capacity-building in the least developed 
countries, which will be held in Cotonou from 28 to 31 July 
2014, and looks forward to its successful outcome;

28. Invites the General Assembly to consider con-
ducting a comprehensive high-level midterm review of the 
implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action, in 
accordance with the Programme of Action, encourages the 
Assembly to take a decision at its sixty-ninth session, and in 
this regard notes with appreciation the generous offer of the 
Government of Turkey to host a midterm review meeting;

29. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to 
the Council at its substantive session of 2015, under 
the sub-item entitled “Review and coordination of the 
implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least 
Developed Countries for the Decade 2011–2020” of the 
item entitled “Implementation of and follow-up to major 
United Nations conferences and summits”, a progress 
report on the implementation of the Programme of Action.

Small island developing states
During 2014, UN bodies continued to review 

progress in the implementation of the Programme 
of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small 
Island Developing States (Barbados Programme of 
Action), adopted in 1994 [YUN 1994, p. 783]. Member 
States also reviewed the Mauritius Strategy for Further 
Implementation of the Programme of Action for the 
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing 
States, adopted by the 2005 International Meeting to 
Review the Implementation of the 1994 Programme 
of Action [YUN 2005, p. 946].

Third International Conference 
on Small Island Developing States

The third International Conference on Small 
Island Developing States was held (Apia, Samoa, 
1–4 September) [A/CONF.223/10], in accordance with 
General Assembly decision 67/558 [YUN 2013, p. 828] 
and resolutions 67/207 [YUN 2012, p. 849] and 68/238 
[YUN 2013, p. 828]. The Conference was attended by 
representatives of Member States and the European 
Union, intergovernmental organizations and other 
entities, associate members of the regional commis-
sions, specialized agencies and related organizations, 
and a number of UN organs. On 4 September, on 
the recommendation of its Credentials Committee 
[A/CONF.223/6], the Conference adopted a resolu-
tion on the credentials of representatives to the 
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the absence of international cooperation, success will re-
main difficult.

6. We recognize that poverty eradication, changing 
unsustainable and promoting sustainable patterns of con-
sumption and production and protecting and managing the 
natural resource base of economic and social development 
are the overarching objectives of and essential requirements 
for sustainable development. We also reaffirm the need to 
achieve sustainable development by promoting sustained, 
inclusive and equitable economic growth, creating greater 
opportunities for all, reducing inequalities, raising basic 
standards of living, fostering equitable social development 
and inclusion and promoting the integrated and sustain-
able management of natural resources and ecosystems 
that supports, inter alia, economic, social and human 
development while facilitating ecosystem conservation, re-
generation, restoration and resilience in the face of new and 
emerging challenges.

7. We reaffirm the importance of freedom, peace and 
security, respect for all human rights, including the right 
to development and the right to an adequate standard of 
living, including the right to food, the rule of law, gender 
equality, women’s empowerment, reducing inequalities and 
the overall commitment to just and democratic societies for 
development.

8. We reaffirm the importance of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, as well as other international 
instruments relating to human rights and international 
law. We emphasize the responsibilities of all States, in con-
formity with the Charter, to respect, protect and promote 
human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without 
distinction of any kind as to race, colour, sex, language, 
religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, 
property, birth, disability or other status.

9. We reaffirm our commitment to move the sustain-
able development agenda forward, and in this regard we 
urge all parties to take concrete measures to expeditiously 
advance the sustainable development of small island 
developing States, including through the internationally 
agreed development goals, in order for them to eradicate 
poverty, build resilience and improve the quality of life. We 
recognize the need to implement expeditiously, through gen-
uine and durable partnerships, the global effort in support 
of the sustainable development of small island developing 
States through concrete, focused, forward-looking and 
action-oriented programmes.

10. We reaffirm all the principles of the Rio 
Declaration on Environment and Development, including 
the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities, 
as set out in principle 7 thereof.

11. We recognize that sea-level rise and other adverse 
impacts of climate change continue to pose a significant risk 
to small island developing States and their efforts to achieve 
sustainable development and, for many, represent the grav-
est of threats to their survival and viability, including, for 
some, through the loss of territory.

12. With the theme of the third International 
Conference on Small Island Developing States being “The 
sustainable development of small island developing States 
through genuine and durable partnerships”, we recognize 
that international cooperation and partnerships of various 
kinds and across a wide variety of stakeholders are critical 
for the implementation of the sustainable development of 
small island developing States. Such partnerships should be 

Annex

SIDS Accelerated Modalities 
of Action (SAMOA) Pathway

Preamble
1. We, the Heads of State and Government and high-

level representatives, having met in Apia from 1 to 4 Sep-
tember 2014 at the third International Conference on Small 
Island Developing States, with the full participation of civil 
society and relevant stakeholders, reaffirm our commitment 
to the sustainable development of small island developing 
States. This can be achieved only with a broad alliance of 
people, governments, civil society and the private sector all 
working together to achieve the future we want for present 
and future generations.

2. We reaffirm the commitments we made at 
United Nations conferences and summits on sustainable 
development: the Rio Declaration on Environment and 
Development, Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further 
Implementation of Agenda 21, the Plan of Implementation 
of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (Johan-
nesburg Plan of Implementation), including chapter VII, 
on the sustainable development of small island developing 
States, and the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable 
Development, the Programme of Action for the Sustain-
able Development of Small Island Developing States (Bar-
bados Programme of Action) and the Mauritius Strategy 
for the Further Implementation of the Programme of 
Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island 
Developing States (Mauritius Strategy), and the outcome 
document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development, entitled “The future we want”. We further 
underscore that these processes are still being implemented 
and that there is a need for a more integrated approach to 
the sustainable development of small island developing 
States, with the support of the international community 
and all stakeholders.

3. We recall as well our commitments in the outcomes 
of all the major United Nations conferences and summits 
in the economic, social and environmental fields, includ-
ing the United Nations Millennium Declaration, the 2005 
World Summit Outcome, the Monterrey Consensus of the 
International Conference on Financing for Development, 
the Doha Declaration on Financing for Development: 
outcome document of the Follow-up International 
Conference on Financing for Development to Review the 
Implementation of the Monterrey Consensus, the out-
come document of the high-level plenary meeting of the 
General Assembly on the Millennium Development Goals, 
the Programme of Action of the International Conference 
on Population and Development, the key actions for the 
further implementation of the Programme of Action of the 
International Conference on Population and Development 
and the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.

4. We reaffirm that we continue to be guided by the 
purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, 
with full respect for international law and its principles.

5. We reaffirm that small island developing States re-
main a special case for sustainable development in view of 
their unique and particular vulnerabilities and that they 
remain constrained in meeting their goals in all three di-
mensions of sustainable development. We recognize the 
ownership and leadership of small island developing States 
in overcoming some of these challenges, but stress that, in 
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awareness of the importance of sustainable development 
issues. They have also mobilized resources at the national 
and regional levels despite their limited resource base. Small 
island developing States have demonstrated strong leader-
ship by calling for ambitious and urgent action on climate 
change, by protecting biodiversity, by calling for the con-
servation and sustainable use of oceans and seas and their 
resources and by adopting strategies for the promotion of 
renewable energy.

19. We recognize and call for the strengthening of 
the long-standing cooperation and support provided by the 
international community in assisting small island developing 
States to make progress in addressing their vulnerabilities 
and supporting their sustainable development efforts.

20. Mindful of the importance of ensuring that the 
graduation of a country from least developed country status 
does not disrupt the development progress which that 
country has achieved, we reaffirm the need for the smooth 
transition of small island developing States that have re-
cently graduated, and emphasize that a successful transition 
needs to be based on the national smooth transition strategy 
elaborated as a priority by each graduating country, which 
can, inter alia, mitigate the possible loss of concessionary 
financing and reduce the risks of falling heavily into debt.

21. While the well-being of small island developing 
States and their peoples depends first and foremost on 
national actions, we recognize that there is an urgent 
need to strengthen cooperation and enable strong, genu-
ine and durable partnerships at the subnational, national, 
subregional, regional and international levels to enhance 
international cooperation and action to address the unique 
and particular vulnerabilities of small island developing 
States so as to ensure their sustainable development.

22. We reaffirm our commitment to take urgent 
and concrete action to address the vulnerability of small 
island developing States, including through the sustained 
implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action and 
the Mauritius Strategy, and we underscore the urgency of 
finding additional solutions to the major challenges facing 
small island developing States in a concerted manner so as 
to support them in sustaining the momentum realized in 
implementing the Samoa Pathway. With renewed political 
will and strong leadership, we dedicate ourselves to working 
in meaningful partnership with all stakeholders at all levels. 
It is in this context that the present Samoa Pathway presents 
a basis for action in the agreed priority areas.

Sustained and sustainable, inclusive and equitable 
economic growth with decent work for all
Development models in small island developing States for 
the implementation of sustainable development and poverty 
eradication

23. We recognize that the ability of the small island 
developing States to sustain high levels of economic growth 
and job creation has been affected by the ongoing adverse im-
pacts of the global economic crisis, declining foreign direct 
investment, trade imbalances, increased indebtedness, the 
lack of adequate transportation, energy and information 
and communications technology infrastructure networks, 
limited human and institutional capacity and the inability 
to integrate effectively into the global economy. The growth 
prospects of the small island developing States have also 
been hindered by other factors, including climate change, 

based on the principles of national ownership, mutual trust, 
transparency and accountability.

13. We acknowledge that the further implementation 
of the Barbados Programme of Action and the Mauritius 
Strategy and the implementation of the sids Accelerated 
Modalities of Action (samoa) Pathway (Samoa Pathway) 
in support of the sustainable development of small island 
developing States would require appropriate consideration 
in the post-2015 development agenda.

14. We recognize that, in spite of the considerable 
efforts of small island developing States and the mobilization 
of their limited resources, their progress in the attainment of 
the internationally agreed development goals, including the 
Millennium Development Goals, and in implementing the 
Barbados Programme of Action and the Mauritius Strategy 
has been uneven, and some have regressed economically. A 
number of significant challenges remain.

15. We recognize that the adverse impacts of climate 
change compound existing challenges in small island 
developing States and have placed additional burdens 
on their national budgets and their efforts to achieve the 
sustainable development goals. We note the views ex-
pressed by small island developing States that the financial 
resources available to date have not been adequate to facili-
tate the implementation of climate change adaptation and 
mitigation projects, and we also recognize that, at times, 
complex application procedures have prevented some small 
island developing States from gaining access to funds that 
are available internationally. In this regard, we welcome 
the recent Green Climate Fund Board decision to aim 
for a floor of 50 per cent of the adaptation allocation for 
particularly vulnerable countries, including small island 
developing States, and we note the importance of continued 
support to address gaps in the capacity to gain access to and 
manage climate finance.

16. We note that small island developing States con-
sider that the level of resources has been insufficient to 
ensure their capacity to respond effectively to multiple 
crises and that, without the necessary resources, they have 
not fully succeeded in building capacity, strengthening 
national institutions according to national priorities, gain-
ing access to and developing renewable energy and other 
environmentally sound technologies, creating an enabling 
environment for sustainable development or fully integrat-
ing the Barbados Programme of Action and the Mauritius 
Strategy into national plans and strategies.

17. We underscore the need for adequate and coor-
dinated support from the United Nations system and the 
importance of accessible and transparent support from the 
international financial institutions that take fully into ac-
count the specific needs and vulnerabilities of small island 
developing States for the implementation of the Barbados 
Programme of Action, the Mauritius Strategy and the 
Samoa Pathway, and we call for a renewed dedication of 
United Nations system support for cooperation among 
small island developing States and national, regional and 
interregional coordination.

18. We recognize that small island developing States 
have made significant efforts at the national and regional 
levels to implement the Barbados Programme of Action and 
the Mauritius Strategy. They have mainstreamed sustain-
able development principles into national and in some cases 
regional development plans, policies and strategies, and 
undertaken political commitments to promote and raise 
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hancing the development impact of the private sector and 
the financial services industry;

(c) Fostering entrepreneurship and innovation, 
building capacity and increasing the competitiveness and 
social entrepreneurship of micro, small and medium-sized 
enterprises and State-owned enterprises in small island 
developing States, as well as encouraging inclusive and 
sustainable industrial development with the participation of 
all people, including the poor, women, youth and persons 
with disabilities;

(d) Supporting national, regional and international 
initiatives that develop and increase the capacity and 
development impact of the financial services industry in 
small island developing States;

(e) Creating local decent jobs through private and 
public projects and encouraging entrepreneurs to start up 
environmentally sound businesses through adequate and 
appropriate incentives;

( f ) Promoting and fostering an environment condu-
cive to increased public and private sector investment and 
the creation of decent jobs and livelihoods that contribute to 
sustainable development, with full respect for international 
labour standards;

(g) Promoting and enhancing the use of information 
and communications technologies for, inter alia, education, 
the creation of employment, in particular youth employ-
ment, and economic sustainability purposes in small island 
developing States;

(h) Promoting and enhancing gender equality and 
women’s equal participation, including in policies and 
programmes in the public and private sectors in small island 
developing States;

(i) Setting national regulatory and policy frameworks, 
as appropriate, that enable business and industry to advance 
sustainable development initiatives, taking into account the 
importance of transparency, accountability and corporate 
social responsibility.

28. Acknowledging the way in which debt servicing 
limits the fiscal space of highly indebted small island 
developing States, we support the consideration of tra-
ditional and innovative approaches to promote the debt 
sustainability of highly indebted small island developing 
States, including their continued eligibility for concession-
ary financing from international financial institutions, as 
appropriate, and the strengthening of domestic revenue 
mobilization.

29. We acknowledge the importance of addressing 
debt sustainability to ensure the smooth transition of those 
small island developing States that have graduated from least 
developed country status.

Sustainable tourism
30. Recognizing that sustainable tourism represents an 

important driver of sustainable economic growth and decent 
job creation, we strongly support small island developing 
States in taking the following actions:

(a) Developing and implementing policies that pro-
mote responsive, responsible, resilient and sustainable 
tourism, inclusive of all peoples;

(b) Diversifying sustainable tourism through products 
and services, including large-scale tourism projects with 
positive economic, social and environmental impacts and 
the development of ecotourism, agritourism and cultural 
tourism;

the impact of natural disasters, the high cost of imported 
energy and the degradation of coastal and marine ecosys-
tems and sea-level rise.

24. As it is vitally important to support the efforts of 
small island developing States to build resilient societies and 
economies, we recognize that, beyond the rich ecosystems 
of those States, people are their greatest resource. In order 
to achieve sustained, inclusive and equitable growth with 
full and productive employment, social protection and the 
creation of decent work for all, small island developing 
States, in partnership with the international community, 
will seek to increase investment in the education and 
training of their people. Migrants and diaspora commu-
nities and organizations also play an important role in 
enhancing development in their communities of origin. 
Sound macroeconomic policies and sustainable economic 
management, fiscal predictability, investment and regula-
tory certainty, responsible borrowing and lending and debt 
sustainability are also critical, as is the need to address high 
rates of unemployment, particularly among youth, women 
and persons with disabilities.

25. We affirm that there are different approaches, 
visions, models and tools available to each country, in 
accordance with its national circumstances and priorities, 
for achieving sustainable development in its three dimen-
sions, which is our overarching goal. In this regard, we 
consider the green economy in the context of sustainable 
development and poverty eradication as one of the impor-
tant tools available for achieving sustainable development. 
We call upon the United Nations system, in collaboration 
with other stakeholders, to strengthen its coordination and 
support of small island developing States that want to pur-
sue green economy policies.

26. We acknowledge that the implementation of 
sustainable development depends primarily on national 
action and leadership. We recognize that the private sector 
plays an increasingly important role in achieving sustainable 
economic development, including through public-private 
partnerships. We recognize that sustainable development 
will also depend, inter alia, on intergovernmental and 
international cooperation and the active engagement of 
both the public and private sectors.

27. Taking into full account their national 
development priorities and individual country circum-
stances and legislation, we call for support for the efforts of 
small island developing States to take the following actions:

(a) Enhancing international cooperation, exchanges 
and investments in formal and non-formal education and 
training to create an environment that supports sustainable 
investments and growth. This includes the development of 
entrepreneurial and vocational skills, support for transi-
tions from basic to secondary education and from school 
to work, the building and strengthening of education 
infrastructure, better health, active citizenship, respect for 
cultural diversity, non-discrimination and environmental 
consciousness for all people, including women, youth and 
persons with disabilities;

(b) Enhancing the enabling environment at the 
national and regional levels to attract more public and 
private investment in building and maintaining appropri-
ate infrastructure, including ports, roads, transportation, 
electricity and power generation and information and 
communications technology infrastructure, and also en-
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urgent and ambitious action to address climate change at 
the global level and making efforts to adapt to the inten-
sifying impacts of climate change and to further develop 
and implement plans, policies, strategies and legislative 
frameworks with support where necessary.

34. We stress that the Conference of the Parties to 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change is the primary international intergovernmental 
forum for negotiating the global response to climate change 
in order to protect the global climate.

35. We recall the objectives, principles and provi-
sions of the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change, and underscore that the global nature of 
climate change calls for the widest possible cooperation by 
all countries and their participation in an effective and ap-
propriate international response, with a view to accelerating 
the reduction of global greenhouse gas emissions. We recall 
that the Convention provides that parties should protect 
the climate system for the benefit of present and future gen-
erations of humankind on the basis of equity and in accor-
dance with their common but differentiated responsibilities 
and respective capabilities.

36. We note with grave concern the significant gap be-
tween the aggregate effect of mitigation pledges by parties 
in terms of global annual emissions of greenhouse gases by 
2020 and aggregate emission pathways consistent with hav-
ing a likely chance of holding the increase in global average 
temperature below 2 degrees Celsius, or 1.5 degrees above 
pre-industrial levels.

37. We reaffirm the decision of the Conference of the 
Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change on long-term climate finance, noting the 
importance of climate finance in addressing climate change.

38. We look forward to the full operationalization and 
initial capitalization of the Green Climate Fund, including 
the expeditious implementation of its initial resource mo-
bilization process, taking into account that the Fund will 
play a key role in channelling new, additional, adequate and 
predictable financial resources to developing countries and 
will catalyse climate finance, both public and private, at the 
international and national levels.

39. We urge developed country parties to increase 
technology, finance and capacity-building support to en-
able increased mitigation ambition and adaptation actions 
on the part of developing country parties.

40. We reaffirm the importance of engaging a broad 
range of stakeholders at the global, regional, subregional, 
national and local levels, including national, subnational 
and local governments and the scientific community, 
private businesses and civil society, and also including 
youth and persons with disabilities, and also reaffirm that 
gender equality and the effective participation of women 
and indigenous peoples are important for effective action 
on all aspects of climate change.

41. We reaffirm the decision of the Conference of 
the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change to adopt a protocol, another legal 
instrument or an agreed outcome with legal force under 
the Convention applicable to all parties at its twenty-first 
session, to be held in Paris in December 2015, and for it to 
enter into effect and be implemented as from 2020.

42. We note the convening by the Secretary-General 
of the Climate Summit in New York on 23 September 

(c) Promoting policies that allow local communities to 
gain optimum benefits from tourism while allowing them 
to determine the extent and nature of their participation;

(d) Designing and implementing participatory meas-
ures to enhance employment opportunities, in particular 
of women, youth and persons with disabilities, including 
through partnerships and capacity development, while con-
serving their natural, built and cultural heritage, especially 
ecosystems and biodiversity;

(e) Leveraging the expertise of, inter alia, the Global 
Sustainable Tourism Council, the Global Observatories on 
Sustainable Tourism of the World Tourism Organization, 
the Global Partnership for Sustainable Tourism and other 
United Nations bodies, as well as the 10-year framework of 
programmes on sustainable consumption and production 
patterns, to provide platforms for the exchange of best prac-
tices and direct and focused support to their national efforts;

( f ) Establishing, upon request, an island, food and 
sustainable tourism support initiative based on community 
participation, which takes into consideration ethical val-
ues, livelihoods and human settlements, the landscape, 
the sea, local culture and local products, in collaboration 
with the World Tourism Organization, the United Nations 
Development Programme, the United Nations Environment 
Programme, the United Nations Human Settlements 
Programme, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization, regional development banks 
and regional and national agricultural, cultural, environ-
mental and tourism authorities where they exist;

(g) Establishing and maintaining, where necessary, 
the governance and management structures for sustainable 
tourism and human settlements that bring together respon-
sibilities and expertise in the areas of tourism, environment, 
health, disaster risk reduction, culture, land and housing, 
transportation, security and immigration, planning and 
development, and enabling a meaningful partnership 
approach among the public and private sectors and local 
communities.

Climate change
31. We reaffirm that small island developing States re-

main a special case for sustainable development in view of 
their unique and particular vulnerabilities, and we acknow-
ledge that climate change and sea-level rise continue to pose 
a significant risk to small island developing States and their 
efforts to achieve sustainable development and, for some, 
represent the gravest threat to their survival and viability.

32. We also reaffirm that climate change is one of the 
greatest challenges of our time, and we express profound 
alarm that emissions of greenhouse gases continue to rise 
globally. We are deeply concerned that all countries, par-
ticularly developing countries, are vulnerable to the adverse 
impacts of climate change and are already experiencing 
an increase in such impacts, including persistent drought 
and extreme weather events, sea-level rise, coastal erosion 
and ocean acidification, further threatening food security 
and efforts to eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable 
development. In this regard, we emphasize that adapta-
tion to climate change represents an immediate and urgent 
global priority.

33. We acknowledge the leadership role of small island 
developing States in advocating for ambitious global efforts 
to address climate change, raising awareness of the need for 
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49. We urge the international community, including 
regional and international development banks, bilateral do-
nors, the United Nations system, the International Renew-
able Energy Agency and other relevant stakeholders to con-
tinue to provide adequate support, including in the areas 
of capacity-building and technology transfer, on mutually 
agreed terms, for the development and implementation of 
national, regional and interregional energy policies, plans 
and strategies to address the special vulnerabilities of small 
island developing States. We welcome the Global Renewa-
ble Energy Islands Network of the International Renewable 
Energy Agency, which helps small island developing States 
by pooling knowledge and sharing best practices.

50. We strongly support actions:
(a) To develop a strategy and targeted measures to 

promote energy efficiency and foster sustainable energy 
systems based on all energy sources, in particular renew-
able energy sources, in small island developing States, such 
as wind, sustainable biomass, solar, hydroelectric, biofuel 
and geothermal energy;

(b) To facilitate access to existing financing 
mechanisms to increase capital flows for the implementation 
of sustainable energy projects in small island developing 
States on renewable energy and energy efficiency;

(c) To support investment in initiatives by and for 
small island developing States, in particular the “sids dock” 
indicative project pipeline of renewable energy and energy 
efficiency and conservation projects, as well as in the areas 
of capacity-building and human resources development and 
public education and awareness;

(d) To promote international collaboration to ensure 
the access of small island developing States to energy by, 
inter alia, strengthening their integration with regional 
and international energy markets and increasing the use 
of locally available sources of energy in the energy mix, 
joint infrastructure development projects and investment 
in production and storage capacities, in accordance with 
national legislation;

(e) To fulfil their bold and ambitious renewable energy 
and energy efficiency targets in small island developing 
States for the next decade, taking into account national 
circumstances, the diversification of energy systems 
and the provision of funds and technology on mutually 
agreed terms;

( f ) To enhance international cooperation and 
cooperation among small island developing States for 
research and technological development and for the 
implementation of appropriate renewable energy and 
energy-efficient and environmentally sound technologies 
for small island developing States, including cleaner fos-
sil fuel technology and smart grid technology, through the 
provision of, inter alia, financing from a variety of sources, 
the exchange of best practices and access to efficient 
technologies on mutually agreed terms;

(g) To access existing mechanisms, or, in regions with 
no existing mechanism, to encourage the establishment of 
user-friendly, accurate and comprehensive regional data re-
positories as online databases on energy, and to conduct 
technical studies and gather information on grid stability 
and management, including maximizing the integration of 
renewable energy and innovative storage mechanisms;

(h) To work on an integrated approach to estab-
lishing and strengthening innovative energy road maps 

2014, aimed at mobilizing actions and ambition in relation 
to climate change.

43. We will work together to implement and 
operationalize the Warsaw international mechanism for 
loss and damage associated with climate change impacts 
through comprehensive, inclusive and strategic approaches 
to address loss and damage associated with the impacts of 
climate change in developing countries, including small 
island developing States, that are particularly vulnerable to 
the adverse effects of climate change.

44. We call for support for the efforts of small island 
developing States:

(a) To build resilience to the impacts of climate 
change and to improve their adaptive capacity through the 
design and implementation of climate change adaptation 
measures appropriate to their respective vulnerabilities and 
economic, environmental and social situations;

(b) To improve the baseline monitoring of island 
systems and the downscaling of climate model projections 
to enable better projections of the future impacts on small 
islands;

(c) To raise awareness and communicate climate 
change risks, including through public dialogue with local 
communities, to increase human and environmental resil-
ience to the longer-term impacts of climate change;

(d) To address remaining gaps in capacity for gaining 
access to and managing climate finance.

45. We recognize that the phasing out of ozone-
depleting substances is resulting in a rapid increase in the 
use and the release into the environment of hydrofluoro-
carbons with a high potential for global warming. We 
support the gradual phasing down of the consumption and 
production of hydrofluorocarbons.

46. We recognize the importance of scaling up 
support for activities to reduce emissions from deforesta-
tion and forest degradation in the context of the redd-plus 
mechanism in small island developing States, including the 
implementation of the Warsaw Framework for redd-plus.

Sustainable energy
47. We recognize that dependence on imported fossil 

fuels has been a major source of economic vulnerability and 
a key challenge for small island developing States for many 
decades and that sustainable energy, including enhanced 
accessibility to modern energy services, energy efficiency 
and use of economically viable and environmentally sound 
technology, plays a critical role in enabling the sustainable 
development of small island developing States.

48. We highlight the efforts of small island developing 
States concerning sustainable energy, including through the 
Barbados Declaration on Achieving Sustainable Energy for 
All in Small Island Developing States, aimed at promoting 
transformational and innovative activities in such areas 
as access to affordable modern energy services, renew-
able energy, energy-efficient technologies and low carbon 
development, in the context of sustainable development, 
including, on a voluntary basis, the commitments by many 
small island developing States to undertake the actions 
contained in annex I to the Declaration. The Sustainable 
Energy for All initiative of the Secretary-General, which 
focuses on access to energy, energy efficiency and renew-
able energy, complemented by international commitments, 
provides a useful framework.
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developing States. Sustainable fisheries and aquaculture, 
coastal tourism, the possible use of seabed resources and 
potential sources of renewable energy are among the main 
building blocks of a sustainable ocean-based economy in 
small island developing States.

54. Recognizing that small island developing States 
have large maritime areas and have shown notable leadership 
in the conservation and sustainable use of those areas and 
their resources, we support their efforts to develop and im-
plement strategies for the conservation and sustainable use 
of those areas and resources. We also support their efforts to 
conserve their valuable underwater cultural heritage.

55. We reaffirm that international law, as reflected in 
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, pro-
vides the legal framework for the conservation and sustain-
able use of oceans and their resources.

56. Recognizing the concern that potential oil leaks 
from sunken State vessels have environmental implica-
tions for the marine and coastal ecosystems of small island 
developing States, and taking into account the sensitivities 
surrounding vessels that are marine graves, we note that 
small island developing States and relevant vessel owners 
should continue to address the issue bilaterally on a case-
by-case basis.

57. We recognize that an integrated ecosystem 
approach to ocean-related activities is needed to optimize 
opportunities. It should be based on the best available 
science, give due regard to conservation efforts and pre-
cautionary approaches and ensure coherence and balance 
among the three dimensions of sustainable development.

58. With this in mind, we strongly support action:
(a) To promote and support national, subregional and 

regional efforts to assess, conserve, protect, manage and sus-
tainably use the oceans, seas and their resources by support-
ing research and the implementation of strategies on coastal 
zone management and ecosystem-based management, in-
cluding for fisheries management, and enhancing national 
legal and institutional frameworks for the exploration and 
sustainable use of living and non-living resources;

(b) To engage in national and regional efforts to sustain-
ably develop the ocean resources of small island developing 
States and generate increasing returns for their peoples;

(c) To implement fully and effectively the regional 
seas programmes in which small island developing States 
participate;

(d) To address marine pollution by developing effec-
tive partnerships, including through the development 
and implementation of relevant arrangements, such as 
the United Nations Environment Programme Global 
Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine 
Environment from Land-based Activities, and, as appropri-
ate, instruments on marine debris and on nutrient, waste-
water and other marine pollution, and through the sharing 
and implementation of best practices;

(e) To undertake urgent action to protect coral 
reefs and other vulnerable marine ecosystems through 
the development and implementation of comprehensive 
and integrated approaches for the management and the 
enhancement of their resilience to withstand pressures, 
including from ocean acidification and invasive species, 
and by drawing on measures such as those identified in 
the Framework for Action 2013 of the International Coral 
Reef Initiative;

in small island developing States, with detailed resource 
planning, which takes into account social, environmental 
and economic considerations, as well as access to energy for 
the poor and people in remote areas.

Disaster risk reduction
51. We recognize that small island developing States 

continue to grapple with the effects of disasters, some of 
which have increased in intensity and some of which have 
been exacerbated by climate change, which impede their 
progress towards sustainable development. We also recog-
nize that disasters can disproportionately affect small island 
developing States and that there is a critical need to build 
resilience, strengthen monitoring and prevention, reduce 
vulnerability, raise awareness and increase preparedness to 
respond to and recover from disasters.

52. In consideration of the special case of small island 
developing States and their unique and particular vulner-
abilities, we are committed to supporting their efforts:

(a) To gain access to technical assistance and financing 
for early warning systems, disaster risk reduction and post-
disaster response and recovery, risk assessment and data, 
land use and planning, observation equipment, disaster 
preparedness and recovery education programmes, includ-
ing under the Global Framework for Climate Services, and 
disaster risk management;

(b) To promote cooperation and investment in disaster 
risk management in the public and private sectors;

(c) To strengthen and support contingency planning 
and provisions for disaster preparedness and response, 
emergency relief and population evacuation, in particular for 
people in vulnerable situations, women and girls, displaced 
persons, children, older persons and persons with disabilities;

(d ) To implement the Hyogo Framework for 
Action and work for an ambitious renewed international 
framework for post-2015 disaster risk reduction that builds 
on previous achievements, prioritizes prevention and miti-
gation and incorporates implementation frameworks to ad-
dress implementation gaps if and when they exist;

(e) To mainstream policies and programmes related 
to disaster risk reduction, climate change adaptation and 
development, as appropriate;

( f ) To harmonize national and regional reporting 
systems, where applicable, to increase synergies and co-
herence;

(g) To establish and strengthen risk insurance facili-
ties at the national and regional levels and place disaster risk 
management and building resilience at the centre of policies 
and strategies, where applicable;

(h) To increase participation in international and 
regional disaster risk reduction initiatives.

Oceans and seas
53. We acknowledge that oceans and seas, along 

with coastal areas, form an essential component of the 
Earth’s ecosystem and are intrinsically linked to sustain-
able development, including that of small island developing 
States. Healthy, productive and resilient oceans and coasts 
are critical for, inter alia, poverty eradication, access to 
sufficient, safe and nutritious food, livelihoods, economic 
development and essential ecosystem services, including 
carbon sequestration, and represent an important ele-
ment of identity and culture for the people of small island 
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conservation measures in order to reduce the rate of bio-
diversity loss in the marine environment;

(p) To address concerns about the long-term effects 
of munitions dumped at sea, including their potential 
impact on human health and safety and on the marine 
environment and resources.

Food security and nutrition
59. We recognize that small island developing States, 

primarily net food-importing countries, are exception-
ally vulnerable to the fluctuating availability and excessive 
price volatility of food imports. It is therefore important to 
support the right of everyone to have access to safe, sufficient 
and nutritious food, the eradication of hunger and the provi-
sion of livelihoods while conserving, protecting and ensur-
ing the sustainable use of land, soil, forests, water, plants and 
animals, biodiversity and ecosystems. We stress the crucial 
role of healthy marine ecosystems, sustainable agriculture, 
sustainable fisheries and sustainable aquaculture for enhanc-
ing food security and access to adequate, safe and nutritious 
food and in providing for the livelihoods of the people of the 
small island developing States.

60. We also recognize the danger caused by an 
unhealthy diet and the need to promote healthy food 
production and consumption.

61. We recognize the call, in the outcome of the 
interregional preparatory meeting for the third International 
Conference on Small Island Developing States, adopted 
in Bridgetown on 28 August 2013, to facilitate a meeting 
on food and nutrition security in small island developing 
States in order to develop an action programme to address 
food and nutrition challenges facing those States, and we 
invite the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations to facilitate this biennial forum.

62. We note the convening of the Second International 
Conference on Nutrition in Rome in November 2014, or-
ganized by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations and the World Health Organization, which 
has important implications for small island developing 
States, and look forward to its outcome.

63. In this regard, we are committed to working 
together to support the efforts of small island developing 
States:

(a) To promote the further use of sustainable practices 
relating to agriculture, crops, livestock, forestry, fisheries 
and aquaculture to improve food and nutrition security 
while ensuring the sustainable management of the required 
water resources;

(b) To promote open and efficient international and 
domestic markets to support economic development and 
optimize food security and nutrition;

(c) To enhance international cooperation to maintain 
access to global food markets, particularly during periods 
of higher volatility in commodity markets;

(d) To increase rural income and jobs, with a focus 
on the empowerment of smallholders and small-scale food 
producers, especially women;

(e) To end malnutrition in all its forms, including by 
securing year-round access to sufficient, safe, affordable, 
diverse and nutritious food;

( f ) To enhance the resilience of agriculture and 
fisheries to the adverse impacts of climate change, ocean 
acidification and natural disasters;

( f ) To undertake marine scientific research and de-
velop the associated technological capacity of small island 
developing States, including through the establishment of 
dedicated regional oceanographic centres and the provi-
sion of technical assistance, for the delimitation of their 
maritime areas and the preparation of submissions to the 
Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf;

(g) To enhance and implement the monitoring, 
control and surveillance of fishing vessels so as to effec-
tively prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported 
and unregulated fishing, including through institutional 
capacity-building at the appropriate levels;

(h) To support the sustainable development of 
small-scale fisheries, improved mechanisms for resource 
assessment and management and enhanced facilities for 
fisheries workers, as well as initiatives that add value to 
outputs from small-scale fisheries, and to enhance access to 
markets for the products of sustainable small-scale fisheries 
of small island developing States;

(i) To strengthen disciplines on subsidies in the 
fisheries sector, including through the prohibition of 
certain forms of subsidies that contribute to overcapacity 
and overfishing, in accordance with the Doha Ministerial 
Declaration adopted by the World Trade Organization in 
2001 and the Hong Kong Ministerial Declaration adopted 
by the World Trade Organization in 2005;

( j) For States that have not done so, to consider be-
coming parties to the 2001 United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization Convention on the 
Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage;

(k) To promote the conservation, sustainable use and 
management of straddling and highly migratory fish stocks, 
including through measures that benefit small island 
developing States that are adopted by relevant regional 
fisheries management organizations and arrangements;

(l) To enhance the capacity of small island developing 
States to sustainably use their fisheries resources and de-
velop fisheries-related industries, enabling them to maxi-
mize benefits from their fisheries resources and ensure that 
the burden of conservation and management of ocean 
resources is not disproportionately transferred to small 
island developing States;

(m) To urge the cooperation of the international 
community in implementing shared responsibilities under 
regional fisheries management organizations and arrange-
ments to enable small island developing States to benefit from 
and sustainably manage straddling and highly migratory fish 
stocks covered by those organizations and arrangements;

(n) To enhance local, national, regional and global 
cooperation to address the causes of ocean acidification 
and to further study and minimize its impacts, including 
through information-sharing, regional workshops, the in-
tegration of scientists from small island developing States 
into international research teams, steps to make marine 
ecosystems more resilient to the impacts of ocean acidifica-
tion and the possible development of a strategy for all small 
island developing States on ocean acidification;

(o) To conserve by 2020 at least 10 per cent of coastal 
and marine areas in small island developing States, espe-
cially areas of particular importance for biodiversity and 
for ecosystem services, through effectively and equitably 
managed, ecologically representative and well-connected 
systems of protected areas and other effective area-based 
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essential requirement for sustainable development, we re-
call the 10-year framework of programmes on sustainable 
consumption and production patterns and its vision, and 
we recognize that all countries should promote sustainable 
consumption and production patterns, with developed 
countries taking the lead and all countries benefiting 
from the process. This should be done in accordance with 
national objectives, needs and priorities, taking fully into 
account the specific needs and conditions of developing 
countries with the aim of minimizing the possible adverse 
impacts on their development, and in a manner that pro-
tects the poor and affected communities.

69. In this regard, we call for support for the efforts 
of small island developing States to develop and implement 
programmes under the 10-year framework of programmes 
on sustainable consumption and production patterns to 
advance sustainable consumption and production, with an 
emphasis on micro, small and medium-sized enterprises, 
sustainable tourism, waste management, food and nutrition, 
lifestyles, education for sustainable development and link-
ages in the supply chain to promote rural development.

Management of chemicals and waste, including hazard-
ous waste

70. We recognize that the sound management of 
chemicals throughout their life cycle and of waste is crucial 
for the protection of human health and the environment. 
For small island developing States, as for all countries, en-
vironmentally sound waste management is also crucial for 
human health and environmental protection, and the small 
land area and remoteness of many small island developing 
States pose particular challenges for the sound disposal of 
waste.

71. In this regard, we acknowledge the following ac-
tions to improve the management of chemicals and waste:

(a) Enhancing technical cooperation programmes, 
including those under the Basel Convention on the 
Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous 
Wastes and Their Disposal, the Strategic Approach to 
International Chemicals Management of the United 
Nations Environment Programme, the secretariat of the 
Pacific Regional Environment Programme, the London 
Convention and Protocol and the International Convention 
for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, to strengthen 
national, regional and international mechanisms for the 
management of waste, including chemical and hazardous 
waste, ship- and aircraft-generated waste and marine plastic 
litter, and further strengthening and expanding geographic 
coverage of oil spill contingency plans;

(b) For States that have not done so, considering be-
coming parties to and ensuring an enabling environment 
for the implementation, including with technical and other 
appropriate support, of the multilateral environmental 
agreements on chemicals and waste and implement-
ing, as appropriate, the Globally Harmonized System of 
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals and the Strategic 
Approach to International Chemicals Management;

(c) Facilitating improved access to existing capacity-
building programmes, such as those under the International 
Health Regulations of the World Health Organization, 
which call for strengthened management of specific risks, 
including control programmes for chemical and other toxic 
and environmental events;

(g) To maintain natural ecological processes that 
support sustainable food production systems through 
international technical cooperation.

Water and sanitation
64. We recognize that small island developing States 

face numerous challenges with respect to freshwater resources, 
including pollution, the overexploitation of surface, ground 
and coastal waters, saline intrusion, drought and water scar-
city, soil erosion, water and wastewater treatment and the lack 
of access to sanitation and hygiene. Furthermore, changes in 
rainfall patterns related to climate change have regionally 
varying and potentially significant impacts on water supply.

65. In this regard, we are committed to supporting the 
efforts of small island developing States:

(a) To develop institutional and human capacities for 
the effective, inclusive and sustainable implementation of 
the integrated management of water resources and related 
ecosystems, including supporting women’s engagement in 
water management systems;

(b) To provide and operate appropriate facilities and 
infrastructure for safe drinking water, sanitation, hygiene 
and waste management systems, including the exploration 
of desalination technology where economically and envi-
ronmentally feasible;

(c) To facilitate the expansion of wastewater treatment, 
recycling and reuse in the context of the sustainable and ef-
ficient use of water resources;

(d) To improve water-use efficiency and work towards 
eliminating over-extraction, especially of groundwater, and 
to mitigate the effects of saltwater intrusion.

Sustainable transportation
66. We recognize that transportation and mobility 

are central to the sustainable development of small island 
developing States. Sustainable transportation can en-
hance economic growth, promote trade opportunities 
and improve accessibility. Sustainable, reliable and safe 
transportation achieves better integration of the economy 
while respecting the environment. We also recognize the 
importance of the efficient movement of people and goods 
in fostering full engagement in local, regional and global 
markets and the potential for sustainable transportation to 
improve social equity, health, the resilience of cities, urban-
rural linkages and the productivity of rural areas of small 
island developing States.

67. In this regard, we are committed to continu-
ing and enhancing support for the efforts of small island 
developing States:

(a) To gain access to environmentally sound, safe, af-
fordable and well-maintained transportation;

(b) To advance the safety of land, sea and air trans-
portation;

(c) To develop viable national, regional and 
international transportation arrangements, including im-
proved air, land and sea transport policies that take a life-
cycle approach to the development and management of 
transport infrastructure;

(d) To increase energy efficiency in the transport sector.

Sustainable consumption and production
68. As promoting sustainable patterns of consump-

tion and production is an overarching objective of and 
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(g) To reduce maternal, newborn and child mortality 
and improve the health of mothers, infants and children.

Gender equality and women’s empowerment
76. We recognize that gender equality and women’s 

empowerment and the full realization of human rights for 
women and girls have a transformative and multiplier effect 
on sustainable development and are a driver of economic 
growth in small island developing States. Women can be 
powerful agents of change.

77. In this regard, we support the efforts of small 
island developing States:

(a) To eliminate all forms of discrimination against 
women and girls;

(b) To integrate a gender perspective in priority areas 
for sustainable development;

(c) To strengthen women’s economic empowerment 
and ensure equal access to full and productive employment 
and decent work;

(d) To end all forms of violence against women and 
girls;

(e) To continue to take measures to ensure women’s 
full, equal and effective participation in all fields and leader-
ship at all levels of decision-making in the public and private 
sectors through such policies and actions as temporary 
special measures, as appropriate, and by setting and working 
to achieve concrete goals, targets and benchmarks;

( f ) To guarantee equal access to good-quality 
education and health care;

(g) To ensure in small island developing States the 
promotion and protection of the human rights of all women 
and their sexual and reproductive health and reproductive 
rights in accordance with the Programme of Action of the 
International Conference on Population and Development, 
the Beijing Platform for Action and the outcome docu-
ments of their review conferences;

(h) To tackle the structural and socioeconomic ine-
qualities and multiple intersecting forms of discrimination 
that affect women and girls, including those with disabili-
ties, that hinder progress and development;

(i) To give women equal rights with men to economic 
resources, including access to, ownership of and control 
over land and other forms of property, credit, inheritance, 
natural resources and appropriate new technologies.

Social development
78. We recognize that social development, as one 

of the three dimensions of sustainable development, is 
crucial to ensuring development progress by small island 
developing States both now and in the future. We therefore 
support efforts to enhance social protection and inclusion, 
to improve well-being and to guarantee opportunities for 
the most vulnerable and disadvantaged.

79. We support small island developing States in 
their commitment to an approach to development that is 
focused on poverty eradication, which should ensure that 
people, particularly those living in poverty, have equal 
access to education, health, food, water and sanitation and 
other public and social services and access to productive 
resources, including credit, land, training, knowledge, 
information and know-how. That approach enables citizens 
and local communities to participate in decision-making on 
social development policies and programmes.

(d) Implementing reduction, reuse, recycling, recovery 
and return approaches in accordance with national capaci-
ties and priorities, inter alia, through capacity-building and 
environmentally appropriate technologies.

Health and non-communicable diseases
72. We recognize that health is a precondition for 

and an outcome and indicator of all three dimensions of 
sustainable development. Sustainable development can be 
achieved only in the absence of a high prevalence of de-
bilitating communicable and non-communicable diseases, 
including emerging and re-emerging diseases, and when 
populations can reach a state of physical, mental and social 
well-being.

73. We recognize that the burden and threat of com-
municable and non-communicable diseases remain serious 
global concerns and constitute one of the major challenges 
for small island developing States in the twenty-first century. 
While prevention, treatment, care and education are critical, 
we call upon the international community to support the 
national actions of small island developing States in address-
ing communicable and non-communicable diseases.

74. We take note of the outcome document of the high-
level meeting of the General Assembly on the comprehensive 
review and assessment of the progress achieved in the 
prevention and control of non-communicable diseases.

75. In this regard, we reaffirm our commitment to 
support the efforts of small island developing States:

(a) To develop and implement comprehensive, whole-
government multisectoral policies and strategies for the 
prevention and management of diseases, including through 
the strengthening of health systems, the promotion of 
effective universal health coverage implementation, the 
distribution of medical and drug supplies, education and 
public awareness and incentivizing people to lead healthier 
lives through a healthy diet, good nutrition, sports and 
education;

(b) To develop specific national programmes and 
policies geared towards the strengthening of health systems 
for the achievement of universal coverage of health services 
and the distribution of medical and drug supplies, with 
the assistance of the United Nations Children’s Fund, the 
World Health Organization, the United Nations Population 
Fund, key development partners and other stakeholders, at 
the invitation of small island developing States;

(c) To take urgent steps to establish, for the period 
from 2015 to 2025, 10-year targets and strategies to reverse 
the spread and severity of non-communicable diseases;

(d) To implement well-planned and value-added in-
terventions that strengthen health promotion, promote pri-
mary health care and develop accountability mechanisms 
for monitoring non-communicable diseases;

(e) To enable cooperation among small island 
developing States on diseases by using existing international 
and regional forums to convene joint biennial meetings of 
ministers of health and other relevant sectors to respond in 
particular to non-communicable diseases;

( f ) To achieve universal access to hiv prevention, 
treatment, care and support and to eliminate mother-to-
child transmission of hiv, as well as to renew and strengthen 
the fight against malaria, tuberculosis and neglected emerg-
ing and re-emerging tropical diseases, including chikungu-
nya and dengue;



Chapter I: Development policy and international economic cooperation 1005

forced labour in accordance with relevant national and 
international agreements and treaties.

86. We support the development of action plans in 
small island developing States to eliminate violence against 
women and girls, who are often targets of gender-based 
violence and are disproportionately affected by crime, 
violence and conflict, and to ensure that they are centrally 
involved in all relevant processes.
Education

87. We reaffirm that full and equal access to quality 
education at all levels is an essential condition for achiev-
ing sustainable development and the importance of local, 
national, regional and international efforts in this regard.

88. We are committed, in this regard, to strongly sup-
porting the efforts of small island developing States:

(a) To provide high-quality education and training 
for youth and girls with a focus on the most vulnerable, in 
particular persons with disabilities, including in creative, 
cultural and environment-related fields, so that all people 
have the necessary skills and can take advantage of employ-
ment opportunities to lead productive lives;

(b) To ensure that education contributes to further 
building peace and promoting social inclusion;

(c) To increase their investment in education, training 
and skills development for all, including vocational 
training, and to improve their access to formal and non-
formal education, including to gain entrepreneurial skills, 
through both formal and non-formal means, such as the 
use of distance teaching and the development of training 
approaches appropriate for small island developing States.

Biodiversity
89. We agree to promote international cooperation 

and partnerships, as appropriate, and information ex-
change, and in this context we welcome the United Nations 
Decade on Biodiversity, 2011–2020, for the purpose of en-
couraging the active involvement of all stakeholders in the 
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, as well as 
their access to and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits 
arising from the utilization of genetic resources, with the 
vision of living in harmony with nature.

90. We recognize that, overall, small island developing 
States have extraordinary marine and terrestrial biodiversity 
that in many cases is fundamental to their livelihoods and 
identity. Noting that this valuable biodiversity and the 
ecosystem services it provides are at grave risk, we strongly 
support the efforts of small island developing States:

(a) To conserve biological diversity, the sustainable use 
of its components and the fair and equitable sharing of the 
benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources;

(b) To export organic, natural, sustainably produced 
and locally grown products;

(c) To access financial and technical resources for the 
conservation and sustainable management of biodiversity.

91. We invite parties to the Convention on Biological 
Diversity to consider ratifying and implementing the Na-
goya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair 
and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from Their Uti-
lization to the Convention on Biological Diversity, while 
acknowledging that having access to and sharing the ben-
efits of genetic resources contribute to the conservation and 
sustainable use of biological diversity, poverty eradication 
and sustainable development.

Culture and sport
80. We recognize that small island developing States 

possess a wealth of culture, which is a driver and an ena-
bler for sustainable development. In particular, indigenous 
and traditional knowledge and cultural expression, which 
underscores the deep connections among people, culture, 
knowledge and the natural environment, can meaningfully 
advance sustainable development and social cohesion.

81. In this regard, we strongly support the efforts of 
small island developing States:

(a) To promote cultural diversity, intercultural dia-
logue and international cooperation in the cultural field 
in line with applicable international conventions, in par-
ticular those of the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization;

(b) To leverage and build on the joint work of the 
World Intellectual Property Organization and the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization;

(c) To develop and strengthen national and regional 
cultural activities and infrastructures, including through 
the network of World Heritage sites, which reinforce local 
capacities, promote awareness in small island developing 
States, enhance tangible and intangible cultural herit-
age, including local and indigenous knowledge, and in-
volve local people for the benefit of present and future 
generations;

(d) To develop cultural and creative industries, in-
cluding tourism, that capitalize on their rich heritage and 
have a role to play in sustainable and inclusive growth;

(e) To develop domestic mechanisms to conserve, 
promote, protect and preserve their natural, tangible 
and intangible cultural heritage practices and traditional 
knowledge.

82. Recognizing the strong capacity of small island 
developing States in sport, we support the use of sport as a 
vehicle to foster development, social inclusion and peace, 
strengthen education, promote health and build life skills, 
particularly among youth.

Promoting peaceful societies and safe communities
83. We recognize the importance of supporting small 

island developing States in their ongoing efforts to ensure 
peaceful societies and safe communities, including through 
building responsive and accountable institutions and ensur-
ing access to justice and respect for all human rights, taking 
into account their national priorities and legislations.

84. We recognize that the sustainable development of 
small island developing States can be negatively affected 
by crime and violence, including conflict, gang and youth 
violence, piracy, trafficking in persons, cybercrime, drug 
trafficking and transnational organized crime. In partic-
ular, the lack of sustainable livelihoods and opportunities 
for further education and the breaking down of community 
support structures can lead to increasing numbers of young 
men and women becoming involved in violence and crime.

85. We support the efforts of small island developing 
States to combat trafficking in persons, cybercrime, 
drug trafficking, transnational organized crime and 
international piracy by promoting the accession, ratification 
and implementation of applicable conventions, enacting 
and using legislation that prohibits trafficking, promoting 
strong institutions and improving protection mechanisms 
to ensure adequate care for victims of sex trafficking and 
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research on and the development of new technologies by 
expanding collaboration and supporting existing regional 
and international structures;

(c) To develop and strengthen their capacity to address 
invasive alien species issues, including prevention, as well 
as increasing public awareness in small island developing 
States about this issue.

Means of implementation, including partnerships
96. While acknowledging the primary responsibility 

of small island developing States for their own sustainable 
development, we recognize that the persistent development 
challenges of the small island developing States require en-
hanced global partnership for development, adequate provi-
sion and mobilization of all means of implementation and 
continued international support to achieve internationally 
agreed goals.
Partnerships

97. We call for an increase in all forms of partnership 
with and for small island developing States.

98. We recognize that, given the vulnerabilities and the 
need to build the resilience of small island developing States, 
and keeping in mind the theme of the third International 
Conference on Small Island Developing States, there is an 
urgent need to strengthen international cooperation and 
ensure genuine and durable partnerships at the national, 
regional and international levels to address issues related to 
their sustainable development priorities and needs.

99. We also call for enhanced international 
cooperation, including North-South, South-South and 
triangular cooperation, and especially cooperation among 
small island developing States. We reaffirm that North-
South cooperation remains the core type of international 
cooperation and that South-South cooperation is not a 
substitute for, but rather a complement to, North-South 
cooperation. We recognize that genuine and durable 
partnerships will play an important role in advancing 
sustainable development by harnessing the full potential of 
engagement between governments at all levels, businesses, 
civil society and a wide range of other stakeholders. We 
further recognize that partnerships are effective instru-
ments for mobilizing human and financial resources, ex-
pertise, technology and knowledge and can be powerful 
drivers for change, innovation and welfare.

100. We reaffirm that small island developing States 
are equal partners and that empowered, genuine and du-
rable partnerships are based on mutual collaboration and 
ownership, trust, alignment, harmonization, respect, results 
orientation, accountability and transparency and that 
political will is required to undertake and implement long-
term, predictable commitments. Partnerships in all their 
forms, regardless of size and economic value, should be uti-
lized, enhanced and strengthened to ensure the meaningful 
engagement of various actors (including local authorities, 
civil society and non-governmental organizations, foun-
dations, the private sector and international financial 
institutions) and should work to achieve the small island 
developing States’ vision of self-reliance and to cooperate 
in the implementation of national policies that help to 
fulfil the commitments made in the Barbados Programme 
of Action, the Mauritius Strategy, the Samoa Pathway, the 
Millennium Development Goals and other international 
declarations and instruments.

Desertification, land degradation and drought
92. We recognize that addressing desertification, land 

degradation and drought challenges will be critical for the 
achievement by small island developing States of food 
security and nutrition, their adaptation to climate change, 
the protection of their biodiversity and the development of 
resilience to natural disasters. We also strongly support the 
efforts of small island developing States in designing and 
implementing preparedness and resilience policies relating 
to desertification, land degradation and drought as a matter 
of priority and in catalysing financial resources from a range 
of public and private sources, as well as in promoting the 
sustainability of their limited soil resources.

93. We acknowledge the decision of the Conference of 
the Parties to the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious 
Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa en-
titled “Follow-up to the outcomes of the United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20)”, 
in which the Conference of the Parties established an 
intergovernmental working group to, inter alia, establish 
a science-based definition of land degradation neutrality in 
arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas.

Forests
94. Recognizing that forests are vital to livelihoods 

and ecosystems, we strongly support the efforts of small 
island developing States:

(a) To implement the non-legally binding instrument 
on all types of forests;

(b) To slow, halt and reverse deforestation and forest 
degradation, including by promoting trade in legally and 
sustainably harvested forest products;

(c) To achieve appropriate and effective reforestation, 
restoration and afforestation;

(d ) To address obstacles and pursue opportunities 
to mobilize financing from all sources to support national 
sustainable forest management policies and improve the 
state of biological diversity by conserving and safeguarding 
ecosystems, species and genetic diversity;

(e) To participate in the review of the international 
arrangement on forests under the United Nations Forum 
on Forests in order to explore the full range of options on 
the future of the arrangement;

( f ) To strengthen their legal, institutional and human 
capacity for sustainable forest management on the basis of 
a holistic and integrated approach to the sustainable use of 
forest resources.

Invasive alien species
95. Noting that invasive alien species pose a threat 

to sustainable development and undermine the efforts of 
small island developing States to protect biodiversity and 
livelihoods, preserve and maintain ocean resources and 
ecosystem resiliency, enhance food security and adapt to 
climate change, we call for support for the efforts of small 
island developing States:

(a) To enhance multisectoral collaboration at the 
national, regional and international levels, including 
through expanded support to existing structures, to effec-
tively address invasive alien species;

(b) To improve efforts to eradicate and control invasive 
alien species, including through the provision of support for 
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by engaging with parliaments and citizens in shaping 
those policies and deepening engagement with civil society 
organizations. We should also bear in mind that there is no 
one-size-fits-all formula that will guarantee development ef-
fectiveness. The specific situation of each country must be 
fully considered.

106. In this regard, we reaffirm our commitment to 
support the efforts of small island developing States:

(a) To strengthen the use of domestic policies and fi-
nancing, with due consideration for their respective levels of 
indebtedness and national capacities;

(b) To gain access to international arrangements and 
modalities for the financing of development for developing 
countries, particularly small island developing States, in-
cluding through capacity-building and a review of applica-
tion procedures;

(c) To implement, with the provision of appropri-
ate financial resources, in line with existing international 
commitments within the framework of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change, climate change 
adaptation and mitigation projects;

(d) To reduce transfer costs related to remittances while 
pursuing the international targets and agreed outcomes of 
important international initiatives set by the United Nations 
system concerning remittances, given their importance for 
the economic growth of small island developing States.

Trade
107. Given the unique and particular vulnerabilities 

of small island developing States, for example, small size, 
limited negotiating capacity and remoteness from markets, 
we recognize that efforts are needed to support their further 
integration regionally and between the regions and in world 
markets. With this in mind, we strongly support the efforts 
of small island developing States:

(a) To encourage their successful engagement in 
trade and economic agreements, taking into considera-
tion existing special and differential treatment provisions, 
as appropriate, and taking note of the work conducted to 
date under the work programme on small economies of the 
World Trade Organization;

(b) To obtain technical assistance through trade-related 
assistance mechanisms and other programmes to strengthen 
their capacity to effectively participate in the multilateral 
trading system, including with respect to explaining trade 
rules and disciplines, negotiating and implementing trade 
agreements and formulating and administering coherent 
trade policies, with a view to improving trade competitive-
ness as well as development and growth prospects;

(c) To assess the implications and mitigate the impact 
of non-tariff barriers to their market access opportunities 
through, inter alia, appropriate technical assistance and the 
implementation of the Trade Facilitation Agreement of the 
World Trade Organization;

(d) To develop and strengthen partnerships to en-
hance the participation of small island developing States 
in the international trade in goods and services, build their 
productive capacities and address their supply side con-
straints.
Capacity-building

108. We affirm that small island developing States re-
quire continued and enhanced investments in education and 
training programmes to develop human and institutional 

101. In this regard, we request the Secretary-
General, in consultation with Member States, to pre-
sent recommendations, including through the use of 
existing intergovernmental mechanisms, for a partnership 
framework to monitor and ensure the full implementation 
of pledges and commitments through partnerships for 
small island developing States. The framework should 
ensure that partnerships focus on the priorities of small 
island developing States, identify new opportunities to ad-
vance their sustainable development of and ensure the full 
implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action, the 
Mauritius Strategy and the Samoa Pathway. The recom-
mendations should be presented to the General Assembly 
for consideration and action at its sixty-ninth session.

Financing
102. We recognize that financing from all sources, 

domestic and international, public and private, the 
development and transfer of reliable, affordable, modern 
technology on mutually agreed terms, capacity-building 
assistance and enabling institutional and policy environ-
ments at all levels are critically important means of advancing 
sustainable development in small island developing States. 
As those States have unique and particular vulnerabilities 
that require dedicated attention, they will continue to make 
use of a wide range of available financing mechanisms to 
implement the Barbados Programme of Action, the Mauri-
tius Strategy and the Samoa Pathway.

103. We recognize that international financing plays 
an important role in increasing the capacity of small island 
developing States to mitigate and effectively respond to 
multiple crises by increasing the impact of existing funds 
and mobilizing, catalysing and directly providing financial 
resources from a variety of public and private sources, in-
cluding international financial institutions, to support the 
implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action, the 
Mauritius Strategy and the Samoa Pathway.

104. We urge all countries to fulfil their commit-
ments to small island developing States, including through 
the provision of financial resources, to support the Bar-
bados Programme of Action, the Mauritius Strategy and 
the Samoa Pathway. In this regard, the fulfilment of all 
official development assistance commitments to developing 
countries, including the commitments by many developed 
countries to achieve the target of 0.7  per  cent of gross 
national income for official development assistance to 
developing countries by 2015, as well as the target of 
0.15 to 0.20 per cent of gross national income for official 
development assistance to least developed countries, is crucial.

105. We welcome increasing efforts to improve the 
quality of official development assistance and to increase its 
development impact. We also recognize the need to improve 
development effectiveness, increase programme-based ap-
proaches, use country systems for activities managed by the 
public sector, reduce transaction costs and improve mutual 
accountability and transparency, and in this regard we call 
upon all donors to untie aid to the maximum extent. Fur-
thermore, we will make development more effective and pre-
dictable by providing developing countries with regular and 
timely indicative information on planned support over the 
medium term. We recognize the importance of the efforts 
of developing countries to strengthen leadership regarding 
their own development, national institutions, systems and 
capacity to ensure the best results for effective development 
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achieving their sustainable development objectives and in 
fostering an environment that provides incentives for inno-
vation and entrepreneurship and that science, technology 
and innovation are essential enablers and drivers for sustain-
able development.

111. In this regard, we reaffirm our commitment to 
support the efforts of small island developing States to gain 
access, on mutually agreed terms, to appropriate, reliable, af-
fordable, modern and environmentally sound technologies 
and know-how and to increase connectivity and the use 
of information and communications technology through 
improved infrastructure, training and national legislation, 
as well as public and private sector involvement.

Data and statistics
112. We reaffirm the role that data and statistics 

play in development planning in small island developing 
States and the need for the United Nations system to col-
lect statistics from those States, irrespective of size and in 
the least burdensome way, by, inter alia, allowing electronic 
submission and, where appropriate, submissions through 
competent regional agencies.

113. We recognize that improved data collection 
and statistical analysis are required to enable small island 
developing States to effectively plan, follow up on, evaluate 
the implementation of and track successes in attaining the 
internationally agreed development goals.

114. In this regard, we reaffirm our commitment to 
support the efforts of small island developing States:

(a) To strengthen the availability and accessibility 
of their data and statistical systems, in accordance with 
national priorities and circumstances, and enhance their 
management of complex data systems, including geospatial 
data platforms, by launching new partnership initiatives or 
scaling up existing initiatives;

(b) To utilize existing United Nations statistical 
standards and resources in the areas of social and environ-
mental statistics;

(c) To improve the collection, analysis, dissemination 
and use of gender statistics and data disaggregated by sex, 
age, disability and other relevant variables in a systemic and 
coordinated manner at the national level, through appropri-
ate financial and technical support and capacity-building, 
while recognizing the need for international cooperation 
in this regard.

115. Furthermore, we call upon the United Nations, 
the specialized agencies and relevant intergovernmental 
organizations, in accordance with their respective mandates:

(a) To make greater use of the national statistics and 
development indicators of small island developing States, 
where available;

(b) To support a sustainable development statistics 
and information programme for small island developing 
States;

(c) To elaborate appropriate indices for assessing the 
progress made in the sustainable development of small 
island developing States that better reflect their vulner-
ability and guide them to adopt more informed policies 
and strategies for building and sustaining long-term re-
silience and to strengthen national disaggregated data 
and information systems as well as analytical capabili-
ties for decision-making, the tracking of progress and the 
development of vulnerability-resilience country profiles.

capacities so as to build the resilience of their societies and 
economies, while encouraging the use and retention of 
knowledge in all its forms, including traditional knowl-
edge, within those States and ensuring accountability and 
transparency in all capacity-building efforts by all parties.

109. In this regard, we strongly support the efforts of 
small island developing States:

(a) To improve existing mechanisms and resources to 
provide coordinated and coherent United Nations system-
wide capacity-building programmes for small island 
developing States through United Nations country teams, 
in collaboration with national agencies, regional commis-
sions and intergovernmental organizations, to enhance 
national capacities and institutions, building on the lessons 
and successes of the Capacity 2015 initiative;

(b) To strengthen their national institutions to com-
plement capacity-building;

(c) To ensure the inclusion of capacity-building and 
institution-strengthening, as appropriate, in all cooperation 
frameworks and partnerships and their integration in the 
priorities and work programmes of all United Nations 
agencies providing assistance to small island developing 
States in concert with other development efforts, within 
their existing mandates and resources;

(d ) To establish a dedicated intensive training 
programme for sustainable development for small island 
developing States in the University Consortium of Small 
Island States;

(e) To strengthen technical assistance programmes 
in partnership with the United Nations Development 
Programme and the United Nations Office for South-
South Cooperation and regional institutions in small island 
developing States;

( f ) To build national capacity, where appropriate, 
to utilize cost-benefit analysis for informed policymaking 
in the area of sustainable development, including models 
specific to small island developing States that evaluate 
the technical, financial, social, economic and environ-
mental aspects related to the accession, ratification and 
implementation of multilateral environmental agreements 
and related instruments;

(g) To build national capacity to fulfil reporting re-
quirements deriving from commitments made by small 
island developing States when signing international agree-
ments and commitments;

(h) To establish national and regional information and 
communications technology platforms and information dis-
semination hubs in small island developing States to facilitate 
information exchange and cooperation, building on existing 
information and communications platforms, as appropriate;

(i) To enhance regional and interregional cooperation 
among small island developing States on education and 
training so as to identify and apply appropriate good prac-
tices as solutions to shared challenges;

( j) To ensure that women are fully and equally able to 
benefit from capacity development and that institutions are 
inclusive and supportive of women at all levels, including at 
the senior leadership levels.

Technology
110. We recognize that access by small island 

developing States to appropriate reliable, affordable, mod-
ern and environmentally sound technologies is critical to 
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sure the mainstreaming of the Samoa Pathway and issues 
related to small island developing States in the work of the 
United Nations system and enhance the coherence of the 
issues of those States in United Nations processes, includ-
ing at the national, regional and global levels, and continue 
to mobilize international support and resources to support 
the implementation of the Samoa Pathway by small island 
developing States.

Priorities of the small island developing States for the 
post-2015 development agenda

121. Recalling that the small island developing States 
have identified their priorities for the post-2015 development 
agenda in the outcome document of the interregional pre-
paratory meeting for the third International Conference on 
Small Island Developing States, as further refined in the 
present outcome document, we recognize the need to give 
due consideration to those priorities in the elaboration of 
the post-2015 development agenda.

Monitoring and accountability
122. To ensure the realization of a transformational 

strategy for the sustainable development of small island 
developing States, we call upon the General Assembly, 
the Economic and Social Council and their subsidiary 
bodies to monitor the full implementation of the Barba-
dos Programme of Action, the Mauritius Strategy and 
the Samoa Pathway, including through the monitoring 
frameworks of the regional commissions.

123. We recall that the General Assembly and the 
Economic and Social Council, as well as the high-level 
political forum on sustainable development convened 
under their auspices, will devote adequate time to the dis-
cussion of the sustainable development challenges facing 
small island developing States in order to enhance engage-
ment and implement commitments.

124. In this regard, we are committed to supporting 
the efforts of small island developing States:

(a) To request the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly and to the Economic and Social Council 
on the progress achieved in implementing the priorities, 
commitments, partnerships and other activities of the small 
island developing States;

(b) To request the Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs to continue to maintain a partnerships platform 
focused on the small island developing States and to regu-
larly convene the inter-agency consultative group to report 
on the full implementation of the Barbados Programme 
of Action, the Mauritius Strategy and the Samoa Pathway, 
with adequate and timely analysis based on relevant targets 
and indicators relevant to the small island developing States 
in order to ensure accountability at all levels.

Preparatory process. In accordance with 
Assembly resolution 68/238 [YUN 2013, p.  828], the 
Preparatory Committee for the third International 
Conference on Small Island Developing States held 
its first (24–26 February) and second (23–27 June and 
11 July) meetings; and a special meeting on 21 March 
[A/CONF.223/PC/8]. The Committee approved the draft 
outcome document [A/CONF.223/3], which it recom-
mended to the Conference for adoption, and approved 
the Committee’s draft report. The Committee 

Institutional support for small island developing States
116. We call upon the United Nations system, 

international and regional financial institutions and 
other multilateral development partners to continue to 
support small island developing States in their efforts to 
implement national sustainable development strategies and 
programmes by incorporating the priorities and activities of 
small island developing States into their relevant strategic 
and programmatic frameworks, including through the 
United Nations Development Assistance Framework, at 
both the national and regional levels, in line with their 
mandates and overall priorities.

117. In this regard, we call upon the United Nations 
system to provide support:

(a) To ensure that United Nations entities take fully 
into account the issues of small island developing States and 
include support for those States and the development of their 
capacities in their programmes at the appropriate levels;

(b) To continue to enhance, through national and 
regional initiatives, the voice and participation of small 
island developing States in the decision-making and norm-
setting processes of international financial institutions;

(c) To improve interregional and intraregional 
cooperation and collaboration among small island 
developing States, including, where required, through 
institutional mechanisms and capacity-building;

(d) To ensure that the issues of small island developing 
States are adequately addressed by the General Assembly 
and the Economic and Social Council, as well as the high-
level political forum on sustainable development convened 
under their auspices.

118. We call upon the Committee for Development 
Policy of the Economic and Social Council to continue to 
give due consideration to the unique and particular vulner-
abilities of small island developing States and to continue 
to monitor regularly, together with their Governments, the 
progress of small island developing States that have gradu-
ated from least developed country status.

119. We request that the Secretary-General conduct a 
comprehensive review of United Nations system support for 
small island developing States with a view to enhancing the 
overall effectiveness of such support and the respective roles 
in supporting the sustainable development of small island 
developing States, and we invite the General Assembly, at 
its sixty-ninth session, to determine the parameters of the 
review. We request the Secretary-General, building on pre-
vious reports, to provide to the Assembly at its seventieth 
session the findings of the review and his recommendations 
thereon in his regular report entitled “Follow-up to and 
implementation of the Mauritius Strategy for the Further 
Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustain-
able Development of Small Island Developing States”.

120. We request the Secretary-General to ensure that 
the Small Island Developing States Unit of the Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat contin-
ues, pursuant to its support and advisory services mandate, 
its analysis and reporting on the situation of small island 
developing States, including in the implementation of the 
Barbados Programme of Action, the Mauritius Strategy 
and the Samoa Pathway, and that the Office of the 
High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, 
Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island 
Developing States, pursuant to its advocacy mandate, en-
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Follow-up to and implementation of the Mauritius 
Strategy for the Further Implementation 

of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable 
Development of Small Island Developing States

The General Assembly,
Reaffirming the Declaration of Barbados and the 

Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of 
Small Island Developing States, the Mauritius Declaration 
and the Mauritius Strategy for the Further Implementation 
of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable 
Development of Small Island Developing States, the sids 
Accelerated Modalities of Action (samoa) Pathway (Samoa 
Pathway) and the Plan of Implementation of the World 
Summit on Sustainable Development (Johannesburg Plan 
of Implementation), including chapter VII, on the sustain-
able development of small island developing States,

Recalling the outcome document of the high-level 
review meeting on the implementation of the Mauritius 
Strategy for the Further Implementation of the Programme 
of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island 
Developing States, held in New York on 24 and 25 Sep-
tember 2010,

Reaffirming the outcome document of the United 
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, held in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, entitled 
“The future we want”, including the call for the convening 
in 2014 of a third international conference on small island 
developing States,

Recalling its resolutions 67/206 of 21 December 2012, 
67/207 of 21 December 2012, 67/290 of 9 July 2013, 68/1 of 
20 September 2013, 68/6 of 9 October 2013 and 68/238 of 
27 December 2013, and its decision 67/558 of 17 May 2013,

Taking note of the Leaders’ Declarations of 2012 and 
2014, adopted at the meetings of the Heads of State and 
Government of the Alliance of Small Island States, held 
in New York on 27 September 2012 and in Apia on 1 Sep-
tember 2014,

Welcoming the holding of the third International 
Conference on Small Island Developing States, held in 
Apia from 1 to 4 September 2014, and the adoption of the 
Samoa Pathway,

Expressing its satisfaction that the International 
Conference and its preparatory process provided for the 
active participation of all States Members of the United 
Nations and members of the specialized agencies, observers 
and various intergovernmental organizations, including the 
funds, programmes and specialized agencies of the United 
Nations system, as well as civil society, the private sector and 
the major groups representing all the regions of the world,

Welcoming the partnerships announced at the 
International Conference by Governments, international 
and regional organizations, the private sector, civil society 
and major groups, and in this regard recognizing that 
international cooperation and partnerships of various kinds 
and across a wide variety of stakeholders are critical for the 
implementation of the sustainable development of small 
island developing States,

Welcoming also the meetings of the high-level political 
forum on sustainable development, and looking forward 
to the future meetings of the forum, at which adequate 
time shall be devoted to the discussion of the sustainable 
development challenges facing small island developing States,

adopted a draft decision on arrangements for accredi-
tation and participation of relevant non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) and other major groups in the 
preparatory process and in the Conference; approved 
requests for accreditation and participation of 
intergovernmental organizations; and endorsed the 
recommendations of the secretariat on the accredita-
tion of NGOs and other groups in the Conference.

Mauritius Strategy

In accordance with General Assembly resolu-
tion 68/238, the Secretary-General provided an 
August report [A/69/319] on the follow-up to and 
implementation of the Mauritius Strategy for the 
Further Implementation of the Programme of Action 
for the Sustainable Development of Small Island 
Developing States, and on the preparations for the third 
International Conference on Small Island Developing 
States. The sustainable development of sids remained 
an important consideration for the international 
community and the UN system. With regard to the 
implementation of the Mauritius Strategy, the majority 
of activities at the international level over the preced-
ing year had been focused on the third International 
Conference. Nevertheless, there were other activities 
of Member States from among sids that were geared 
towards the implementation of the Mauritius strategy, 
including the development of national sustainable 
development plans and strategies, and the strength-
ening of institutions to address priority areas; and 
activities from development partners, the UN system 
and intergovernmental organizations.

In accordance with Assembly resolution 67/206 
[YUN  2012, p.  851], the International Year of Small 
Island Developing States was launched in Febru-
ary. Many events and activities occurred during the 
International Year on the international, national, 
regional and local levels.

The Secretary-General concluded that the United 
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development 
[YUN 2012, p. 780] reaffirmed the special case of sids, 
and the preparatory process for the third International 
Conference had highlighted many of the challenges 
faced by those countries; however, those States also 
had the opportunity to address those challenges and 
pursue sustainable development in the post-2015 
development agenda. The deliberations at the Assem-
bly’s sixty-ninth session and those on the post-2015 
development agenda had the potential to become im-
portant opportunities for addressing sids priorities, as 
they transitioned towards a more sustainable future.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 75], the General Assembly, 
on the recommendation of the Second Committee 
[A/69/468/Add.2], adopted resolution 69/217 without 
vote [agenda item 19 (b)].
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production, management of chemicals and waste, in-
cluding hazardous waste, health and non-communicable 
diseases, gender equality and women’s empowerment, social 
development (culture and sport, promoting peaceful soci-
eties and safe communities, and education), biodiversity 
(desertification, land degradation and drought, and forests), 
invasive alien species, means of implementation, including 
partnerships (partnerships, financing, trade, capacity-
building, technology, data and statistics, and institutional 
support for small island developing States), the priorities 
of the small island developing States for the post-2015 
development agenda and monitoring and accountability;

5. Stresses the need to ensure the effective implementa-
tion, monitoring of and follow-up to the Samoa Pathway;

6. Acknowledges in this regard that small island 
developing States are committed to the implementation 
of the Samoa Pathway and to that effect are mobilizing 
resources at the national and regional levels, despite their 
limited resource base, and calls upon the international 
community to assist and support small island developing 
States in the implementation of the Samoa Pathway, in-
cluding by integrating its provisions into their national and 
regional policies and development frameworks;

7. Urges all partners to integrate the Samoa Pathway 
into their respective cooperation frameworks, programmes 
and activities, as appropriate, to ensure the effective 
follow-up to and implementation of the Samoa Pathway;

8. Calls upon the United Nations system, international 
and regional financial institutions and other multilateral 
development partners to continue to support small island 
developing States in their efforts to implement national 
sustainable development strategies and programmes 
by incorporating the priorities and activities of small 
island developing States into their relevant strategic and 
programmatic frameworks, including through the United 
Nations Development Assistance Framework process, at 
both the national and regional levels, in line with their 
mandates and overall priorities;

9. Urges the full and effective implementation of 
the commitments and partnerships announced at the 
Conference and the fulfilment of the provisions on all means 
of implementation, as contained in the Samoa Pathway;

10. Recalls the need to fully mainstream a gender per-
spective into all United Nations summits, conferences and 
special sessions and their follow-up processes;

11. Reaffirms paragraph 101 of the Samoa Pathway, 
and emphasizes that the partnership framework to monitor 
and ensure the full implementation of pledges and com-
mitments through partnerships for small island developing 
States should be open and adaptable to the priorities and 
realities of small island developing States and consistent 
with other relevant processes and mechanisms in order to 
promote efficient and effective follow-up to the existing 
partnerships, in particular the new ones launched in Samoa, 
and to encourage new, genuine and durable partnerships 
for the sustainable development of small island developing 
States based on the principles of national ownership, mu-
tual trust, transparency and accountability and focused 
on concrete action-oriented programmes addressing the 
priorities of small island developing States;

12. Recalls paragraphs 116 to 120 of the Samoa Path-
way, and in this regard requests the Joint Inspection Unit 
to make recommendations in order to facilitate the work 

Recognizing that it is crucial to mobilize resources from 
all sources for the effective implementation of the Samoa 
Pathway,

Expressing its profound gratitude to the Government and 
the people of Samoa for the excellent facilities, staff and 
services provided and the arrangements made in hosting 
the Conference, and for the hospitality extended to the 
participants,

Expressing its appreciation to partners for their contri-
butions in kind and to the Trust Fund for Small Island 
Developing States, to the members of the Bureaux, to the 
Secretariat of the United Nations, including the Secretary-
General of the Conference, the specialized agencies, the 
United Nations regional commissions and the United 
Nations funds and programmes, for their contributions to 
the success of the Conference,

Reaffirming that small island developing States remain 
a special case for sustainable development, in view of their 
unique and particular vulnerabilities, and that they remain 
constrained in meeting their goals in all three dimensions 
of sustainable development, and recognizing the ownership 
and leadership of small island developing States in over-
coming some of these challenges, while stressing that, in 
the absence of international cooperation, achieving success 
will remain difficult,

Recognizing that, in spite of the considerable efforts of 
small island developing States and the mobilization of their 
limited resources, their progress in the attainment of the 
internationally agreed development goals, including the 
Millennium Development Goals, and in implementing the 
Barbados Programme of Action and the Mauritius Strategy 
has been uneven, that some have regressed economically 
and that a number of significant challenges remain,

Reaffirming the need to mainstream sustainable 
development at all levels, integrating economic, social and 
environmental aspects, and recognizing their interlinkages, 
so as to enable small island developing States to achieve 
sustainable development in all its dimensions,

Taking note of the report of the third International 
Conference on Small Island Developing States,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;
2. Reaffirms the outcome document of the third 

International Conference on Small Island Developing 
States, the sids Accelerated Modalities of Action 
(samoa) Pathway (Samoa Pathway), and urges its speedy 
implementation;

3. Welcomes the renewed commitment of the 
international community to taking urgent and con-
crete action to address the vulnerabilities of small island 
developing States and to continuing to seek solutions, 
including additional ones, to the major challenges facing 
them in a concerted manner to support the implementation 
of the Samoa Pathway;

4. Recalls the sustainable development priorities for 
small island developing States identified in the Samoa 
Pathway, namely sustained and sustainable, inclusive 
and equitable economic growth with decent work for all 
(development models in small island developing States 
for the implementation of sustainable development and 
poverty eradication and sustainable tourism), climate 
change, sustainable energy, disaster risk reduction, oceans 
and seas, food security and nutrition, water and sanitation, 
sustainable transportation, sustainable consumption and 
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Landlocked developing countries
Preparations for 10-year Review Conference 
of the Almaty Programme of Action

The General Assembly, in resolutions 66/214 
[YUN 2011, p. 834] and 67/222 [YUN 2012, p. 852], had de-
cided to hold, in 2014, a comprehensive 10-year Review 
Conference of the Almaty Programme of Action: Ad-
dressing the Special Needs of Landlocked Developing 
Countries within a New Global Framework [YUN 2003, 
p. 875]. Responding to General Assembly resolution 
68/225 [YUN 2013, p. 832], the Secretary-General, in 
January, submitted a note [A/68/708] outlining the pro-
posed organizational aspects of the 10-year Review 
Conference on the Implementation of the Almaty 
Programme of Action (second United Nations 
conference on landlocked developing countries). He in-
dicated that Austria had agreed to host the conference 
scheduled to be held from 3 to 5 November.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 23 April [meeting 84], the General Assembly 
adopted resolution 68/270 [draft: A/68/L.38/Rev.1 & 
Add.1] without vote [agenda item 22 (b)].

Second United Nations Conference 
on Landlocked Developing Countries

The General Assembly,
Recalling the Almaty Declaration and the Almaty 

Programme of Action: Addressing the Special Needs 
of Landlocked Developing Countries within a New 
Global Framework for Transit Transport Cooperation for 
Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries,

Recalling also the outcome document of the United 
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, held in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, entitled 
“The future we want”,

Recalling further its resolutions 66/214 of 22 December 
2011, 67/222 of 21 December 2012 and 68/225 of 20 De-
cember 2013,

1. Welcomes and accepts with appreciation the generous 
offer of the Government of Austria to host the second United 
Nations Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries 
in Vienna;

2. Decides to convene the Conference from 3 to 5 No-
vember 2014;

3. Also decides that two sessions of the intergovernmental 
Preparatory Committee shall be held in New York on 12 and 
13 June and on 2 and 3 October 2014;

4. Further decides that the Preparatory Committee shall 
have a Bureau consisting of two members of each regional 
group, that the Bureau shall elect its own co-Chairs and 
that Austria and the Chair of the Group of Landlocked 
Developing Countries shall serve as ex officio members of 
the Bureau;

5. Decides that the Bureau shall be co-chaired by two 
Member States, comprising one developed State and one 
developing State;

6. Invites regional groups to nominate their candidates 
for the 10-member Bureau of the Preparatory Committee 

of the General Assembly at its sixty-ninth session in deter-
mining, as soon as possible, and by no later than March 
2015, the parameters of a comprehensive review of United 
Nations system support for small island developing States, 
with a view to enhancing the overall effectiveness of such 
support and respective roles in supporting the sustainable 
development of small island developing States in order 
to ensure a coherent and coordinated approach by the 
United Nations system to further improve and strengthen 
its overall effectiveness and delivery with respect to small 
island developing States and the implementation of the 
Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development 
of Small Island Developing States, the Mauritius Strategy 
for the Further Implementation of the Programme of 
Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island 
Developing States and the Samoa Pathway;

13. Also recalls that the initial findings of the review 
and the recommendations thereon should be included in 
the regular report of the Secretary-General to be submitted 
to the General Assembly at its seventieth session and to 
be entitled “Follow-up to and implementation of the sids 
Accelerated Modalities of Action (samoa) Pathway and the 
Mauritius Strategy for the Further Implementation of the 
Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of 
Small Island Developing States”, notes that the complete 
results should be included as an addendum to the report 
before the end of the seventieth session, and emphasizes 
that the review should be undertaken by the appropriate 
independent entity within the United Nations system in 
the most efficient and cost-effective manner;

14. Further recalls paragraph 121 of the Samoa Path-
way and the need to give due consideration to the priorities 
of small island developing States in the elaboration of the 
post-2015 development agenda;

15. Underlines the need to give due consideration to 
the issues and concerns of small island developing States 
in all relevant major United Nations conferences and 
processes;

16. Recalls paragraph 123 of the Samoa Pathway and 
the need for the high-level political forum on sustainable 
development to devote adequate time at the 2015 meeting and 
at future meetings to address the sustainable development 
challenges facing small island developing States and the 
follow-up to and implementation of the Samoa Pathway;

17. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its seventieth session a report on the 
implementation of the present resolution;

18. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its seventieth session, under the item entitled “Sustain-
able development”, a sub-item entitled “Follow-up to and 
implementation of the sids Accelerated Modalities of Action 
(samoa) Pathway and the Mauritius Strategy for the Further 
Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustain-
able Development of Small Island Developing States”.

Also on the same date, the Assembly adopted 
resolution 69/216 entitled “Towards the sustain-
able development of the Caribbean Sea for present 
and future generations” (see p. 1191); and decision 
69/546, by which it took note of the report of the 
Secretary-General entitled “Towards the sustainable 
development of the Caribbean Sea for present and fu-
ture generations” (see p. 1191).
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the applicants on the basis of their background and involve-
ment in all issues relevant to the Conference;

14. Decides that the Secretariat shall publish the list 
of applications received and disseminate the list in advance 
to members of the Preparatory Committee, at least one 
month before the first meeting of the second session of the 
Committee, at which time a decision on such applications 
will be taken;

15. Requests the Office of the High Representative for 
the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing 
Countries and Small Island Developing States, as the United 
Nations system-wide focal point for the preparations for 
the 10-year Review Conference, pursuant to its resolution 
66/214, and invites the Secretary-General, to take the meas-
ures necessary, within existing resources, to ensure effective, 
efficient and timely preparations for the Conference and to 
further mobilize and coordinate the active involvement of 
the organizations of the United Nations system;

16. Reiterates its invitation to Member States, 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, 
major groups and other donors to contribute to the trust 
fund established by the Secretary-General to support the 
activities related to the follow-up to the implementation 
of the outcome of the Almaty International Ministerial 
Conference and the participation of representatives of the 
landlocked developing countries in both the preparatory 
process and the Conference itself;

17. Decides that the Conference shall be organized in 
accordance with the organization of work set forth in the 
annex to the present resolution.

Annex

Proposed organization of work 
of the second United Nations Conference 

on Landlocked Developing Countries
Vienna, 3 to 5 November 2014

1. The arrangements set out below have been formu-
lated pursuant to General Assembly resolutions 66/214 
of 22 December 2011, 67/222 of 21 December 2012 and 
68/225 of 20 December 2013.

2. The second United Nations Conference on 
Landlocked Developing Countries will be held in Vienna 
from 3 to 5 November 2014.

Plenary meetings
3. The Conference will consist of an opening meeting, 

a closing meeting and four plenary meetings.

Committee of the Whole
4. A Committee of the Whole, established in accor-

dance with the rules of procedure of the Conference, will 
meet if necessary in parallel with plenary meetings, except 
during the opening and closing meetings. The Committee 
of the Whole will be responsible for finalizing any outstand-
ing matters.

Report of Secretary-General. Pursuant to 
Assembly resolution 68/225, the Secretary-General, in 
July, submitted a report [A/69/170] on the ten-year review 
of the implementation of the Almaty Programme 
of Action. The report was based on the national 
and regional reports on the implementation of the 

no later than 5 May 2014, so that they can be involved in 
the preparations for the first meeting of the Committee;

7. Invites the Bureau to convene further meetings on 
an informal basis in New York, as required and in the most 
efficient and effective manner to discuss the draft outcome 
document of the Conference;

8. Decides that the Conference and the meetings of 
its Preparatory Committee shall provide for the full and 
effective participation of all States Members of the United 
Nations and members of specialized agencies, that the 
rules of procedure of the functional commissions of the 
Economic and Social Council, as well as the supplementary 
arrangements established for the Commission on Sustain-
able Development by the Council in its decisions 1993/215 
of 12 February 1993 and 1995/201 of 8 February 1995, 
shall apply to the meetings of the Committee, as applica-
ble, and that the Committee shall consider and adopt the 
provisional rules of procedure of the Conference, taking 
into consideration the established practice of the General 
Assembly, except as otherwise provided in the present 
resolution;

9. Encourages the active participation of all States 
Members of the United Nations, in particular landlocked 
and transit developing countries and donor countries, as 
well as of the United Nations system and international and 
regional organizations, in the Conference at the highest 
level possible;

10. Stresses, while recognizing the intergovernmental 
nature of the Conference, the importance of the effective 
participation of all relevant stakeholders, including civil 
society and the private sector, in the Conference and its 
preparatory processes as well as in the interactive thematic 
round tables and side events during the Conference;

11. Decides that the major groups and the non-
governmental organizations in consultative status with the 
Economic and Social Council, as well as those that were 
accredited to the International Ministerial Conference of 
Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries and Donor 
Countries and International Financial and Development 
Institutions on Transit Transport Cooperation and to the 
high-level meeting of the General Assembly on the midterm 
review of the Almaty Programme of Action, must register 
in order to participate;

12. Also decides that non-governmental organizations 
not in consultative status with the Economic and 
Social Council wishing to attend and contribute to the 
Conference, and whose work is relevant to the subject of the 
Conference, may participate as observers in the Conference 
as well as in the preparatory meetings, in accordance with 
the provisions contained in part VII of Council resolution 
1996/31 of 25 July 1996, and subject to the approval of 
the Preparatory Committee in plenary meeting, and that, 
while respecting fully the provisions contained in rule 57 
of the rules of procedure of the functional commissions of 
the Council, such a decision should be made by consensus;

13. Further decides that, in accordance with Economic 
and Social Council resolution 1996/31, the secretariat of 
the Conference shall be responsible for the receipt and 
preliminary evaluation of requests for accreditation to the 
Conference and its preparatory process and that, in the dis-
charge of its functions, the secretariat of the Conference 
shall work in close cooperation and coordination with 
the Non-Governmental Organizations Branch of the 
Secretariat and shall review the relevance of the work of 



1014 Part Three: Economic and social questions

Developing Countries for the Decade 2014–2024 to 
the report of the session, with the understanding that 
delegations would continue to meet informally before 
the Conference to reach consensus on the text for fina-
lization by the Conference.

Communication. On 4  September [A/68/986], 
Azerbaijan transmitted to the Secretary-General the 
full text of the statement made by its delegate at the 
first meeting of the intergovernmental Preparatory 
Committee, stating that the report on that session 
(see above) did not contain a complete and precise 
reflection of its statement.

Second United Nations Conference 
on Landlocked Developing Countries

The second United Nations Conference on 
Landlocked Developing Countries was held (Vienna, 
Austria, 3–5 November) [A/CONF.225/7], pursuant to 
General Assembly resolution 68/270 (see p. 1012). It 
was attended by high-level officials from 129 States 
Members of the United Nations, including Heads 
of State and Government, and representatives of the 
private sector, academia, civil society, the UN system 
and other international organizations. The Conference 
adopted its agenda [A/CONF.225/1] and organization of 
work. On 3 November, the Conference established a 
Committee of the Whole, and allocated the considera-
tion of the agenda item “Adoption of the final outcomes 
of the Conference” to the Committee. On 4 Novem-
ber, the representative of Azerbaijan made a statement 
[A/CONF.225/8] in exercise of the right of reply. The 
Conference held six plenary meetings; and four high-
level thematic round tables on structural transformation; 
regional integration and transit cooperation; priorities 
of landlocked developing countries in the post-2015 
development framework (see p. 960); and harnessing 
international trade and investment for the development 
of landlocked developing countries. The Conference 
adopted draft resolutions [A/CONF.225/L.1] entitled “Vi-
enna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing 
Countries for the Decade 2014–2024” (see below); and 
the “Vienna Declaration” [A/CONF.225/L.2] (see below). 
In addition to 18 side events, a business and investment 
forum was organized on the margins of the Conference.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 12 December [meeting 71], the General Assembly 
adopted resolution 69/137 [draft: A/69/L.28] without 
vote [agenda item 22 (b)].

Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing 
Countries for the Decade 2014–2024

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 66/214 of 22 December 2011, 

in which it decided to convene the second United Nations 
Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries in 2014, 

Almaty Programme of Action; reports of the regional 
review meetings in Africa, Asia and Europe and Latin 
America (see below); outcomes of 17 pre-conference 
events; and substantive reports. The Secretary-
General stated that since its adoption, tangible pro-
gress had been registered in the implementation of 
the Almaty Programme of Action, which had contrib-
uted to creating awareness about the challenges faced 
by landlocked developing countries globally. In the 
preceding 10 years, landlocked developing countries 
had registered faster economic growth and increased 
trade; however, progress was uneven. Landlocked 
developing countries remained fragile because of their 
vulnerability to external shocks, given their limited 
productive capacities, lack of export competitiveness 
and high transport and transit costs. Furthermore, 
those countries’ value addition from manufacturing 
and agriculture had declined and their export concen-
tration ratios had increased dramatically. The report 
concluded that the Almaty Programme of Action 
was designed largely as a sectoral programme, with a 
strong emphasis on infrastructure and transit, but did 
not address other growth and trade-determining fac-
tors, such as value addition, economic diversification, 
industrialization, job creation and resilience-building 
measures to deal with external shocks and climate 
change challenges. The coming development decade 
would need to address the special needs of landlocked 
developing countries in a holistic manner to ensure 
they could structurally transform their economies and 
achieve sustainable development and thus overcome 
the negative effects that their geographic constraints 
had on the livelihoods of people.

Review meetings. Regional-level preparatory 
review meetings were held for Europe and Asia (Vien-
tiane, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 5–7 March 
2013) [A/CONF.225/PC/4], Africa (Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, 16–18  July 2013) [A/CONF.225/PC/2] and 
Latin America (Asunción, Paraguay, 19 November 
2013) [A/CONF.225/PC/3].

Preparatory Committee. In accordance 
with Assembly resolution 68/270 (see above), the 
Intergovernmental Preparatory Committee for the 
second United Nations Conference on Landlocked 
Developing Countries held its first (New York, 12–
13 June) [A/CONF.225/PC/5] and second (2–3 and 22 Oc-
tober) [A/CONF.225/5] sessions. On 13 June, the Prepar-
atory Committee recommended to the Conference the 
adoption of the draft provisional rules of procedure and 
the provisional agenda [A/CONF.225/PC/L.3]. On 3 Oc-
tober, the Preparatory Committee heard a statement by 
the representative of Azerbaijan [A/CONF.225/PC/8]. On 
22 October, the Preparatory Committee approved the 
list of private sector and civil society organizations, as 
contained in a note by the Secretariat [A/CONF.225/PC/7 
& Add.1], to participate as observers at the Conference. 
Also, on 22 October, the Committee decided to an-
nex the draft Programme of Action for Landlocked 
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many of them are also least developed countries, with lim-
ited capacities and dependence on a very limited number of 
commodities for their export earnings.

2. In most cases, the transit neighbours of landlocked 
developing countries are themselves developing countries, 
often with broadly similar economic structures and beset 
by similar scarcities of resources. The least developed transit 
countries are in an especially difficult situation. Further-
more, transit developing countries bear additional burdens, 
deriving from transit transport and its financial, infrastruc-
tural and social impacts. Transit developing countries are 
themselves in need of improvement of the technical and 
administrative arrangements of their transport and cus-
toms and administrative systems, to which their landlocked 
neighbours are expected to link.

3. The Almaty Programme of Action: Addressing the 
Special Needs of Landlocked Developing Countries within a 
New Global Framework for Transit Transport Cooperation 
for Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries, adopted 
in 2003, reflected the strong commitment of all actors to 
address the special development needs and challenges 
faced by landlocked developing countries and to promote 
their full and more effective integration into the global 
economy through the implementation of specific actions 
in the priority areas of fundamental transit policy issues, 
infrastructure development and maintenance, international 
trade and trade facilitation, international support measures 
and implementation and review.

4. There has been increased visibility and recognition 
of landlocked developing countries and their special needs 
at the international level, including at the United Nations. 
The international community has recognized the need to 
address the special challenges of landlocked developing 
countries in the outcomes of the 2005 World Summit and 
other high-level meetings on the Millennium Development 
Goals, as well as in the outcome document of the United 
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, held 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 2012, entitled “The future 
we want”. Although there has been some progress in the 
implementation of the Almaty Programme of Action during 
the review period, there is a need for further global support 
for landlocked developing countries, including in the areas 
of financial and technical assistance, as they have a long 
way to go to fully benefit from globalization and to achieve 
sustained and inclusive economic growth, sustainable 
development, poverty eradication, employment generation 
and structural transformation.

5. There is therefore an urgent need for an innovative, ho-
listic and results-oriented 10-year programme of action, based 
on renewed and strengthened partnerships to accompany 
landlocked developing countries in harnessing benefits from 
international trade, structurally transforming their econo-
mies and achieving more inclusive and sustainable growth. 
The special challenges and needs of landlocked developing 
countries are recognized, and there is a need to give appropri-
ate consideration to landlocked developing countries in the 
formulation of the post-2015 development agenda.

II. Review and assessment of the implementation of 
the Almaty Programme of Action

6. Economic growth has been somewhat accelerated 
in landlocked developing countries: since the adoption of 
the Almaty Programme of Action, landlocked developing 
countries have achieved moderate economic growth. 

as well as its resolutions 67/222 of 21 December 2012, 
68/225 of 20 December 2013 and 68/270 of 23 April 2014,

1. Expresses its profound gratitude to the Government 
and the people of Austria for hosting the second United 
Nations Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries 
in Vienna, from 3 to 5 November 2014, and for providing 
all the necessary support;

2. Endorses the Vienna Declaration and the Vienna 
Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries 
for the Decade 2014–2024 adopted by the second United 
Nations Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries, 
which are contained in annexes I and II, respectively, to the 
present resolution.

Annex I
Vienna Declaration

We, the Heads of State and Government and representa-
tives of the States gathered here in Vienna from 3 to 5 No-
vember 2014 to participate in the second United Nations 
Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries,

Having adopted the Vienna Programme of Action for 
Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 2014–2024,

Declare that:
1. We are strongly committed to the implementation 

of the Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked 
Developing Countries for the Decade 2014–2024 to ad-
dress in a holistic manner the special development needs 
and challenges of landlocked developing countries arising 
from their landlockedness, remoteness and geographical 
constraints;

2. We express our sincere appreciation for the constant 
efforts undertaken by the Government of Zambia in its 
capacity as Chair of the Group of Landlocked Developing 
Countries;

3. We express our profound appreciation to the 
Government of Austria as well as the City of Vienna and 
the people of Austria for hosting the second United Nations 
Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries.

Annex II
Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked 

Developing Countries for the Decade 2014–2024
I. Introduction

1. Thirty-two landlocked developing countries situ-
ated in Africa, Asia, Europe and South America, with a 
population of about 440 million, face special challenges 
that are associated with their lack of direct territorial access 
to the sea and their remoteness and isolation from world 
markets. Their international trade depends on transit 
through other countries. Additional border crossings and 
long distances from major markets, coupled with cumber-
some transit procedures and inadequate infrastructure, sub-
stantially increase the total expenses for transport and other 
transaction costs, which erodes the competitive edge of 
landlocked developing countries, reduces economic growth 
and subsequently negatively affects their capacity to pro-
mote sustained economic development, human and social 
progress and environmental sustainability. Landlockedness 
is a major contributor to the relatively high incidence of 
extreme poverty and structural constraints in landlocked 
developing countries. Landlocked developing countries, as 
a group, are among the poorest of developing countries, and 
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developing countries as a group increased from an esti-
mated 200,000 in 2003 to about 362,800 in 2013. The 
major challenges faced by landlocked developing countries 
with regard to the air transport industry include the enor-
mous resources required for infrastructure investment and 
the maintenance, rehabilitation and replacement of aged 
fleets. This limits the shipment by air of goods of high unit 
value or of a time-sensitive nature, such as documents, 
pharmaceuticals, fashion garments, electronic consumer 
goods and perishable agricultural and seafood products.

10. Despite some progress, landlocked developing 
countries lag behind other developing countries in terms 
of their telecommunications infrastructure, including 
broadband Internet access, which can play a crucial role 
in increasing connectivity, boosting the competitiveness of 
enterprises and facilitating international trade.

11. Owing, in large part, to an increase in world com-
modity prices, total merchandise exports from landlocked 
developing countries grew from an estimated $44 billion in 
2003 to $228 billion in 2013. Imports have also increased 
to some extent. Although the global share of merchandise 
exports from landlocked developing countries has doubled 
in the last decade, they still account for a very low propor-
tion, about 1.2 per cent, of such exports.

12. Furthermore, many landlocked developing 
countries rely heavily on a few mineral resources and low-
value agricultural products for their exports to a limited 
number of markets, making them highly vulnerable to 
commodity price and demand volatility. The problem is 
further exacerbated by their low productive capacities and 
structural weaknesses, which limit the adding of meaning-
ful value to their exports and the diversification of their 
exports and markets.

13. Official development assistance disbursements to 
landlocked developing countries more than doubled be-
tween 2003 and 2012, from an estimated $12.2 billion to 
$25.9 billion. Official development assistance accounts for 
more than 20 per cent of central Government expenditure 
in 16 landlocked developing countries. Aid-for-trade dis-
bursements to landlocked developing countries grew from 
an estimated $3.5 billion in 2006 to over $5.9 billion in 
2012. Aid for trade has helped to improve trade facilitation 
and trade-related infrastructure development.

14. While there has been some integration of 
the Almaty Programme of Action into the national 
development strategies of landlocked developing countries, 
there is a need for its better integration into development 
strategies at the national, regional and global levels.

15. While climate change was not part of the review 
of the Almaty Programme of Action, it remains true that 
landlocked developing countries are also vulnerable to 
climate change, which is exacerbating desertification and 
land degradation. Landlocked developing countries remain 
disproportionately affected by, inter alia, desertification, 
land degradation and drought as an estimated 54 per cent 
of their land is classified as dryland. Of the 29 countries in 
which at least 20 per cent of the population is estimated 
to live on degraded land, 14 are landlocked developing 
countries. Some landlocked developing countries are also 
affected by flooding, including glacial lake outburst floods. 
Landlocked developing countries also remain highly vul-
nerable to external economic shocks and to the multiple 
other challenges faced by the international community.

The gross domestic product growth rate for landlocked 
developing countries is estimated to have increased from 
4.5 per cent in 2003 to 6.3 per cent in 2013. However, 
there are wide disparities among landlocked developing 
countries, with many of them showing high vulnerability to 
external shocks. High economic growth has not translated 
into a speedy reduction of extreme poverty. Per capita gross 
domestic product in two thirds of landlocked developing 
countries is still well below $1,000. Despite some progress 
in social development, half of the landlocked developing 
countries are still in the lowest ranks of the human 
development index, and there is still widespread poverty, 
high levels of food insecurity, high levels of child and ma-
ternal mortality and poor sanitation in many landlocked 
developing countries.

7. Landlocked developing countries and transit 
countries have initiated important policy reforms to ad-
dress physical and non-physical aspects of transit transport. 
Landlocked developing countries have increased the har-
monization of transport and transit policies, laws, proce-
dures and practices with transit countries. A number of 
regional and subregional transit facilitation agreements have 
been concluded and adopted for implementation. Some 
landlocked developing countries and transit countries, 
through regional trade agreements, free trade areas and 
customs unions, have developed supportive institutional 
frameworks, such as transport and trade facilitation bodies 
or coordination committees, and road funds. Border facili-
ties and procedures have been streamlined and harmonized, 
leading to increased efficiency and fewer delays. Yet there 
is a need to deepen the reforms, enhance efficiency and ef-
fectiveness and ensure that the achievements reached are 
sustained.

8. High transport and trade transaction costs re-
main a major stumbling block in the pursuit of landlocked 
developing countries to achieve their trade potential. Al-
though the estimated time that landlocked developing 
countries take to import goods has decreased from 57 days 
in 2006 to 47 days in 2014 and to export from 49 to 42 days, 
that is still almost twice the time taken by transit countries. 
The average cost of exporting a container for landlocked 
developing countries is estimated at $3,204, compared with 
$1,268 for transit countries, and $3,884 compared with 
$1,434 for importing a container. The establishment of a se-
cure, reliable and efficient transit transport system remains 
critical for landlocked developing countries to enable them 
to reduce transport costs and enhance the competitiveness 
of their exports to regional and global markets. Land-
lockedness, thus, has an enormous negative impact on the 
overall development of landlocked developing countries. It 
is estimated that the level of development in landlocked 
developing countries is, on average, 20 per cent lower than 
what it would be were they not landlocked.

9. There have been progressive efforts to develop and 
upgrade road and rail infrastructure and to provide main-
tenance for the existing infrastructure at the national, sub-
regional and regional levels. Dry ports and one-stop border 
crossings are being established in all regions. Despite such 
progress, the development of physical infrastructure is 
still inadequate, posing a major obstacle to the ability of 
landlocked developing countries to utilize their full trade 
potential. With regard to air transport, cargo airfreight has 
increased in some landlocked developing countries, and the 
number of registered flight carrier departures in landlocked 



Chapter I: Development policy and international economic cooperation 1017

challenges of landlocked developing countries arising from 
landlockedness, remoteness and geographical constraints in 
a more coherent manner and thus to contribute to an en-
hanced rate of sustainable and inclusive growth, which can 
contribute to the eradication of poverty by moving towards 
the goal of ending extreme poverty. Particular attention 
should therefore be given in the period until 2024 to the 
development and expansion of efficient transit systems and 
transport development, enhancement of competitiveness, 
expansion of trade, structural transformation, regional 
cooperation and the promotion of inclusive economic 
growth and sustainable development to reduce poverty, 
build resilience, bridge economic and social gaps and ul-
timately help to transform landlocked countries into land-
linked countries.

22. The specific goals and objectives are:
(a) To promote unfettered, efficient and cost-effective 

access to and from the sea by all means of transport, on the 
basis of the freedom of transit, and other related measures, 
in accordance with applicable rules of international law;

(b) To reduce trade transaction costs and transport 
costs and improve international trade services through 
simplification and standardization of rules and regula-
tions, so as to increase the competitiveness of exports of 
landlocked developing countries and reduce the costs of 
imports, thereby contributing to the promotion of rapid 
and inclusive economic development;

(c) To develop adequate transit transport 
infrastructure networks and complete missing links con-
necting landlocked developing countries;

(d) To effectively implement bilateral, regional and 
international legal instruments and strengthen regional 
integration;

(e) To promote growth and increased participation 
in global trade, through structural transformation related 
to enhanced productive capacity development, value ad-
dition, diversification and reduction of dependency on 
commodities;

( f ) To enhance and strengthen international support 
for landlocked developing countries to address the needs 
and challenges arising from landlockedness in order to 
eradicate poverty and promote sustainable development.

V. Priorities for action
Priority 1: Fundamental transit policy issues.
Priority 2: Infrastructure development and mainte-

nance:
(a) Transport infrastructure;
(b) Energy and information and communications 

technology infrastructure.
Priority 3: International trade and trade facilitation:
(a) International trade;
(b) Trade facilitation.
Priority 4: Regional integration and cooperation.
Priority 5: Structural economic transformation.
Priority 6: Means of implementation.

Priority 1: Fundamental transit policy issues
23. Freedom of transit and transit facilities play a key 

role in the overall development of landlocked developing 
countries. It is important for those countries to have 
access to and from the sea, in accordance with applicable 

III. Renewed and strengthened partnerships for 
development

16. The present Vienna Programme of Action for 
Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 2014–
2024 is based on renewed and strengthened partnerships 
between landlocked developing countries and the transit 
countries and their development partners. Strengthened 
partnerships within the context of South-South and trian-
gular cooperation, as well as strengthened partnerships with 
the relevant international and regional organizations and 
between public and private sector actors, are also essential.

17. Partnerships between landlocked developing 
countries and transit countries is mutually benefi-
cial for the improvement and constant maintenance of 
their infrastructure connectivity and of technical and 
administrative arrangements in their transport, customs 
and logistic systems. Efficient transit transport systems, 
strong collaborative efforts in multimodal transport 
infrastructure development and interlinkage, the promo-
tion of an enabling legal environment and institutional ar-
rangements and strong national leadership on cooperative 
arrangements between landlocked developing countries 
and transit countries are also crucial for achieving struc-
tural transformation and sustainable economic growth 
and development. Transparency, good governance and ef-
ficient institutional arrangements in landlocked developing 
countries and transit countries should also play a very im-
portant role in promoting such partnerships. Collaboration 
must be promoted on the basis of the mutual interests of 
both landlocked and transit countries.

18. Renewed and strengthened partnerships with 
development partners will be crucial for the full and suc-
cessful implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action, 
given the immensity of the challenges faced by landlocked 
developing countries. The international community, in-
cluding financial and development institutions, multilateral 
organizations and agencies and donor countries, is encour-
aged to provide financial and technical support, as ap-
propriate, to advance the specific objectives listed herein. 
Regional and subregional cooperation or integration should 
also play an important role in successfully addressing the 
specific problems of landlocked developing countries.

19. Support from developing countries should take into 
full consideration the nature of South-South cooperation, 
in accordance with the Nairobi outcome document of the 
High-level United Nations Conference on South-South 
Cooperation. Guided by the spirit of solidarity with 
landlocked developing countries, developing countries, 
consistent with their capabilities, will provide financial 
and technical support for the effective implementation 
of the Vienna Programme of Action in mutually agreed 
areas of cooperation within the framework of South-South 
cooperation, which is a complement to, but not a substitute 
for, North-South cooperation.

20. The private sector and civil society are impor-
tant stakeholders, whose contribution will be critical to 
the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action, 
including through transparent, effective and accountable 
public-private partnerships.

IV. Objectives
21. The overarching goal of the Vienna Programme 

of Action is to address the special development needs and 
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requirements related to transit systems by all modes of tran-
sit transport, including border crossings, consular services, 
customs procedures and removal of internal checkpoints;

( f ) To develop effective logistics systems by aligning 
incentives for efficient transport and transit operations, 
promoting competition and phasing out anti-competitive 
practices such as cartels and queuing systems wherever 
possible;

(g) To promote the involvement of road, rail and in-
land waterway transport business associations in public-
private partnership projects, exchange knowledge and im-
plement transit cooperation initiatives and practices that 
have worked well in various regions around the world;

(h) To collaborate on exchanging trade and transport 
data with a view to conducting cross-border transactions 
faster and more efficiently;

(i) All landlocked developing countries should for-
mulate national transit policies and establish appropriate 
national mechanisms with the participation of all relevant 
stakeholders.

27. Actions by development partners are:
(a) To support landlocked and transit developing 

countries in the implementation of international conven-
tions and agreements relating to transit facilitation and 
initiatives that promote transit cooperation, reduce transit 
costs and establish smooth logistic arrangements;

(b) To assist landlocked and transit developing 
countries to establish multilateral sustainable and efficient 
transit transport regimes involving public and private stake-
holders and to encourage and support the sharing of best 
practices related to experiences, policies and initiatives;

(c) To encourage regional and subregional 
organizations to assist with technical and financial support 
to the landlocked developing countries and transit countries 
to implement initiatives that promote transit cooperation.

Priority 2: Infrastructure development and mainte-
nance

28. Infrastructure development plays a key role in re-
ducing the cost of development for landlocked developing 
countries. The development and maintenance of transit 
transport infrastructure, information and communications 
technology and energy infrastructure are crucial for 
landlocked developing countries in order to reduce high 
trading costs, improve their competitiveness and become 
fully integrated in the global market.

(a) Transport infrastructure
29. Despite improvement in transport infrastructure 

in landlocked developing countries, poor quality and gaps in 
physical infrastructure are still major obstacles to developing 
viable and predictable transit transport systems. There is 
inadequate physical infrastructure in rail transport, road 
transport, dry ports, inland waterways, pipelines and air 
transport in many landlocked developing countries, as well 
as few harmonized rules and procedures and limited cross-
border investment and private-sector participation. The 
physical links of landlocked developing countries to regional 
transport infrastructure networks fall well short of expecta-
tions. Landlocked developing countries have a lower logistics 
performance than other countries in the area of transport-
related infrastructure. Missing links need to be addressed 
urgently, and roads, railways and inland waterways need to 

international law, in order to fully integrate into the global 
trading system.

24. Harmonization, simplification and standardization 
of rules and documentation should be promoted, including 
the full and effective implementation of international con-
ventions on transport and transit and bilateral, subregional 
and regional agreements. Bilateral provisions should be no 
less favourable than what is provided for in the international 
conventions standards and best practices. The Agreement 
on Trade Facilitation adopted by consensus at the Ninth 
Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization, 
held in Bali, Indonesia, in December 2013, should further 
guide the work in this area. Cooperation on fundamental 
transit policies, laws and regulations between landlocked 
developing countries and their transit neighbours is cru-
cial for the effective and integrated solution to cross-border 
trade and transit transport problems. This cooperation 
should be promoted on the basis of the mutual interests of 
both landlocked and transit developing countries. Effective 
participation of key stakeholders, both public and private, 
is important to improve transit facilitation. It is important 
to promote free movement of people between landlocked 
developing countries and their transit neighbours through 
the development and implementation of simplified and 
harmonized visa systems for drivers involved in international 
transport (freight and passengers).

25. Specific objectives are:
(a) To reduce travel time along corridors, with the aim 

of allowing transit cargo to move a distance of 300 to 400 
kilometres every 24 hours;

(b) To significantly reduce the time spent at land bor-
ders;

(c) To significantly improve intermodal connectivity, 
with the aim of ensuring efficient transfers from rail to road 
and vice versa and from port to rail and/or road and vice 
versa.

26. Actions by the landlocked developing countries 
and transit countries are:

(a) To endeavour to accede to and ratify in a timely 
fashion relevant international, regional and subregional 
conventions and other legal instruments related to transit 
transport and trade facilitation;

(b) To ensure effective implementation of international 
and regional conventions and bilateral agreements on tran-
sit transport and trade facilitation, as applicable, also with 
a view to reducing transport prices and time;

(c) To enhance coordination and cooperation of 
national agencies responsible for border and customs con-
trols and procedures between them and with the respective 
agencies in transit countries. In this regard, transit countries 
are encouraged to share information with landlocked 
developing countries regarding any change in regulations 
and procedures governing transit policies as early as possible 
before their entry into force, in order to enable traders and 
other interested parties to become acquainted with them;

(d) To create an effective bilateral or regional mecha-
nism, as appropriate, to address challenges and bottlenecks 
in the implementation of bilateral, regional or multilateral 
agreements and to avoid maintaining, seeking or adopt-
ing bilateral or regional arrangements establishing quotas 
or other quantitative restrictions to international transit;

(e) To promote the simplification, transparency and 
harmonization of legal and administrative regulations and 
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(g) To develop the necessary policies and regula-
tory frameworks to promote private sector involvement 
in infrastructure development and promote an enabling 
environment to attract foreign direct investment;

(h) To promote public-private partnerships for the 
development and maintenance of transport infrastructure 
and their sustainability;

(i) To develop inland transport networks, includ-
ing ancillary infrastructure, such as all-weather road, rail 
and riverside support infrastructures that ensure road and 
rail safety and involve local businesses in those services 
along highways and railway networks, thereby creating 
development corridors along transit highways and railroads.

33. Actions by development partners are:
(a) To support efforts by landlocked developing 

countries in the field of infrastructure development and 
maintenance and support landlocked developing countries 
and transit developing countries in sharing experiences on 
transit transport development;

(b) To encourage multilateral and regional 
development banks to provide more support to landlocked 
developing countries and transit developing countries for 
investment in transport development, in accordance with 
their respective mandates;

(c) To continue assisting landlocked developing 
countries in the completion of missing links in railroads 
and road systems, as appropriate.

(b) Energy and information and communications 
technology infrastructure

34. Energy infrastructure and access to affordable, 
reliable and renewable energy and related technologies, on 
mutually agreed terms, are critically important for mod-
ernizing information and communications technology and 
transit systems, reducing delays and enhancing produc-
tive capacity to achieve sustained economic growth and 
sustainable development. The importance of the Secretary-
General’s Sustainable Energy for All initiative is stressed. 
In this context, regional efforts, including the creation of 
networks of regional renewable energy and energy efficiency 
centres, will be important and need support.

35. Information and communications technology 
can contribute to sustainable and inclusive growth by: in-
creasing productivity across all sectors; facilitating market 
expansion beyond borders to take advantage of econo-
mies of scale; and lowering costs and facilitating access to 
services, including access to broadband infrastructure and 
information via global media such as the Internet, thus 
contributing to increased participation in governance, ac-
countability and transparency. However, many landlocked 
developing countries face severe challenges in keeping up 
with the necessary infrastructure deployment and con-
comitant evolution of policy frameworks. Broadband costs, 
as a share of gross national income, are much higher in 
landlocked developing countries than in coastal countries 
that are located close to submarine communications cables. 
Because of their small market sizes, the lack of a region-
ally harmonized regulatory environment is also a serious 
hindrance to cheaper information and communications 
technology services and greater geographical coverage.

36. Specific objectives are:
(a) To expand and upgrade, as appropriate, 

infrastructure for supply, transmission and distribution of 

be upgraded to a level that can establish seamless and effi-
cient transport infrastructure networks within the countries 
and across their borders. The improvement and mainte-
nance of existing facilities is crucial. With regard to multi-
modal transport, railways are important for the landlocked 
developing countries whose exports are usually bulky pri-
mary commodities. Railway transport should be promoted 
where its use is viable and rail networks already exist.

30. The magnitude of the required resources to invest 
in infrastructure development and maintenance remains a 
major challenge. It requires forging international, regional, 
subregional and bilateral cooperation on infrastructure 
projects, allocating more from national budgets, effec-
tively deploying international development assistance and 
multilateral financing in the development and mainte-
nance of infrastructure and strengthening the role of the 
private sector. At the same time, it also requires a substan-
tial investment in capacity-building and legal, regulatory 
and policy reform to create an environment supportive of 
greater public and private investments in infrastructure. 
It is important to help landlocked developing countries 
to develop the capacity to prepare bankable, large-scale 
infrastructure projects and to explore innovative financing 
mechanisms for those projects, including public-private 
partnerships, where appropriate.

31. Specific objectives are:
(a) To significantly increase the quality of roads, in-

cluding increasing the share of paved roads, by nationally 
appropriate standards;

(b) To expand and upgrade the railway infrastructure 
in landlocked developing countries, where applicable;

(c) To complete missing links in the regional road and 
railway transit transport networks.

32. Actions by landlocked developing countries and 
transit developing countries are:

(a) To develop and implement comprehensive national 
policies for infrastructure development and maintenance, 
encompassing all modes of transportation, and to ensure 
that they are well coordinated with the transit countries in 
the areas where transit infrastructures intersect;

(b) To collaborate to promote sustainable and resilient 
transit systems through, inter alia, regular upgrading and 
maintenance, development of corridors along transit high-
ways, developing border-crossing mechanisms, including 
one-stop border crossings, as appropriate, and promoting 
economies of scale for transport systems through inter-
modal transport development, dry ports or inland container 
depots, trans-shipment facilities and similar logistic hubs;

(c) To work towards the harmonization of gauges to fa-
cilitate regional connectivity, where feasible, the development 
of reloading capacities, the expansion of training programmes 
and inter-railway staff exchange programmes;

(d ) To promote multilateral and regional permit 
systems for road transport and to endeavour to implement 
permit-free bilateral and transit road transport and the ex-
pansion of a multilateral quota system among landlocked 
developing countries and transit countries;

(e) To endeavour, at the bilateral, subregional and 
regional levels, to gradually liberalize road transport 
services, taking into account specific circumstances in 
landlocked and transit developing countries;

( f ) To encourage the development of international 
logistic hubs;
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Priority 3: International trade and trade facilitation
(a) International trade

39. Greater integration of landlocked developing 
countries into world trade and global value chains is vital 
for increasing their competitiveness and ensuring their 
economic development. Exporting goods produced in 
landlocked developing countries incurs additional transport 
costs, which may decrease competitiveness and reduce rev-
enue for producers from those countries. The export struc-
ture of many landlocked developing countries continues to 
be increasingly characterized by a reliance on the export 
of a limited number of products, in particular agricultural 
products and mineral resources. Priority should be given 
to policies and measures, with the support of development 
partners, to diversify the production and export structures 
of landlocked developing countries and to enhance their 
productivity and competitiveness in order to take full ad-
vantage of the multilateral trading system.

40. With the growing interlinkages between world 
trade, investment and production, global value chains ac-
count for a rising share of international trade. Landlocked 
developing countries have not been able to fully participate 
in regional or global value chains. Linking into global value 
chains presents an opportunity for landlocked developing 
countries to achieve greater integration within world mar-
kets, increase their competitiveness and become important 
links in production and distribution chains.

41. Services are important enablers of trade in goods 
and effective participation in international trade and global 
value chains. Efficient services enhance productivity, re-
duce the cost of doing business and promote job creation. 
Landlocked developing countries should be supported so 
as to increase the share of services in their economies and 
exports, including through enabling policies.

42. One of the main causes of marginalization of 
landlocked developing countries in the international trad-
ing system is high trade transaction costs. The importance 
of enhanced and predictable access to all markets for the 
exports of developing countries, including landlocked 
developing countries, was recognized in the Monterrey 
Consensus of the International Conference on Financing 
for Development. In accordance with the commitments 
contained in the Ministerial Declaration of the Fourth 
Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization 
and the rules of the World Trade Organization, full atten-
tion should be given in the Doha Development Round of 
trade negotiations to the needs and interests of developing 
countries, including landlocked and transit developing 
countries. Given the increasing growth in South-South 
trade, other developing countries could be important ex-
port destinations for the products of landlocked developing 
countries and sources of critical foreign direct investment.

43. Trade ministers at the Ninth Ministerial 
Conference of the World Trade Organization, held in Bali, 
Indonesia, in December 2013, agreed by consensus on 
a package of declarations and instruments, including the 
Agreement on Trade Facilitation, which clarifies and im-
proves articles V, VIII and X of the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade of 1994, with a view to further expedit-
ing the movement, release and clearance of goods, including 
goods in transit. The Agreement on Trade Facilitation and 
its timely implementation in the context of the Bali package 
are important for the facilitation of trade for landlocked 

modern and renewable energy services in rural and urban 
areas;

(b) All landlocked developing countries should make 
broadband policy universal;

(c) To promote open and affordable access to the 
Internet for all;

(d) Landlocked developing countries should actively 
engage to address the digital divide.

37. Actions by landlocked developing countries and 
transit developing countries are:

(a) To enhance their collaboration in promoting 
cross-border energy trade and energy transit through 
transmission lines to third countries;

(b) Landlocked developing countries should develop 
national energy policies to promote modern, reliable and 
renewable energy, with a view to significantly enhancing ca-
pacities in production, trade and distribution, with the aim 
of ensuring access to energy for all and the transformation 
of their economies;

(c) To work together to modernize transit and 
transport facilities and customs and other border facili-
ties by fully utilizing the capabilities of information and 
communications technologies;

(d) To further improve and harmonize legal and regu-
latory frameworks;

(e) Landlocked developing countries should develop a 
national broadband policy with a view to improving access 
to international high-capacity fibre-optic cables and high-
bandwidth backbone networks;

( f ) Landlocked developing countries should strive to 
develop their service sectors through the development of 
information and communications technology infrastruc-
tures and their integration into all relevant areas to promote 
competitiveness, innovation and inclusion and in order to 
reduce transit time and cost and modernize their transit 
and customs facilities;

(g) To promote digital bridges to interconnect 
national backbones so that countries far from the sea ca-
bles also have access to affordable broadband and are able to 
expand the telecommunications and related services sector 
in order to facilitate affordable, accessible and high-quality 
telecommunications services.

38. Actions by development partners are:
(a) To support efforts by landlocked developing 

countries to develop their energy and information and 
communications technology sectors;

(b) To promote energy-efficient investment in 
landlocked developing countries and facilitate the green 
economic transformation;

(c) To support landlocked developing countries in 
promoting their national broadband policy and developing 
necessary broadband infrastructure;

(d ) To provide capacity-building to landlocked 
developing countries for the use of modern and affordable 
communications technology;

(e) To continue to support efforts of landlocked 
developing countries with the respective transit developing 
countries to facilitate access to information and 
communications technologies and the transfer of relevant 
skills, knowledge and technology, on mutually agreed 
terms, for the development, maintenance and sustainability 
of infrastructure.
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when appropriate, strengthening institutions that support 
trade, fostering trade competitiveness, building spaces for 
private-public dialogue, fostering technical and vocational 
education and training and capacity-building and creating 
market linkages through business-to-business platforms;

(d) To promote the diffusion and uptake of appropri-
ate and environmentally sound technologies on mutually 
agreed terms and conditions, including through investment 
or cooperation projects to promote economic diversification 
and sustainable development, as appropriate;

(e) To offer appropriate technical assistance and 
capacity-building to landlocked developing countries to 
complete the process of their accession to the World Trade 
Organization, fulfil their commitments and integrate into 
the multilateral trading system;

( f ) To continue to provide aid for trade to landlocked 
developing countries, consistent with World Trade 
Organization guidelines.

(b) Trade facilitation
48. Non-physical barriers, delays and inefficiencies as-

sociated with border crossings and ports, including customs 
procedures and documentation requirements, uncertainty 
in logistical services, weak institutions and widespread lack 
of human and productive capacities, continue to make 
transport costs high. They are at the core of the continued 
marginalization of many landlocked developing countries. 
Further streamlining and harmonization of customs and 
transit procedures and formalities and transparent and ef-
ficient border management and coordination of agencies in-
volved in border clearance should have a concrete and direct 
impact on reducing the cost of doing trade and stimulat-
ing faster and competitive trade for landlocked developing 
countries. Such improved trade facilitation would help 
landlocked developing countries to enhance the competi-
tiveness of their export products and services.

49. In many landlocked developing countries, human 
and institutional capacities are not adequate in a number 
of areas, including in customs and border entities, transit 
transport agencies, the trade negotiation process and the 
implementation of transit and trade facilitation agree-
ments, including the Agreement on Trade Facilitation of 
the World Trade Organization, leading to a lack of effective 
implementation. Technical assistance and the improvement 
of trade- and transit-related logistics are crucial in enabling 
landlocked developing countries to fully participate in and 
benefit from multilateral trade negotiations, effectively 
implement policies and regulations aimed at facilitating 
transport and trade and diversify their export base.

50. Specific objectives are:
(a) To significantly simplify and streamline border 

crossing procedures with the aim of reducing port and 
border delays;

(b) To improve transit facilities and their efficiency 
with the aim of reducing transaction costs;

(c) To ensure that all transit regulations, formali-
ties and procedures for traffic in transit are published 
and updated in accordance with the Agreement on Trade 
Facilitation of the World Trade Organization.

51. Actions by landlocked developing countries include:
(a) To establish or strengthen, as appropriate, national 

committees on trade facilitation, with the involvement of all 
relevant stakeholders, including the private sector;

developing countries. The Agreement includes important pro-
visions on technical assistance and capacity-building to help 
landlocked developing countries to implement it effectively.

44. Specific objectives are:
(a) To significantly increase the participation of 

landlocked developing countries in global trade, with a fo-
cus on substantially increasing exports;

(b) To significantly increase the value added and 
manufactured component, as appropriate, of the exports 
of landlocked developing countries, with the objective of 
substantially diversifying their markets and products;

(c) To further strengthen economic and financial 
ties between landlocked developing countries and other 
countries in the same region so as to gradually and consist-
ently increase the landlocked developing countries’ share in 
intraregional trade;

(d) To invite Member States to consider the specific 
needs and challenges of landlocked developing countries 
in all international trade negotiations.

45. Actions by landlocked developing countries in-
clude:

(a) To develop a national trade strategy based on com-
parative advantages and regional and global opportunities;

(b) To integrate trade policies into national develop-
ment strategies;

(c) To promote a better business environment so as to 
assist national firms to integrate into regional and global 
value chains;

(d) To promote policies to help national firms, espe-
cially small and medium-sized enterprises, to participate 
more fully in international trade;

(e) To fully leverage bilateral and regional preferential 
trading arrangements with a view to broadening regional 
and global integration;

( f ) To implement policies and measures that will sig-
nificantly increase economic and export diversification and 
value added.

46. Actions by transit developing countries include:
(a) To promote investment in landlocked developing 

countries, with the aim of promoting their productive 
and trading capacity and supporting their participation in 
regional trade arrangements;

(b) To improve market access for products originating 
from landlocked developing countries, without arbitrary or 
unjustified non-tariff barriers that are not in conformity 
with the rules of the World Trade Organization;

(c) Transit countries and landlocked developing 
countries should carry out studies on logistical competitive-
ness and logistical costs based on internationally recognized 
methodologies.

47. Actions by development partners include:
(a) To support efforts by landlocked developing 

countries to diversify exports, integrate into global and 
regional value chains and effectively participate in multilateral 
trade negotiations;

(b) To address non-tariff measures and reduce or 
eliminate arbitrary or unjustified non-tariff barriers, that 
is, those that are not in conformity with the rules of the 
World Trade Organization;

(c) Landlocked developing countries and development 
partners should promote better integration of small and 
medium-sized enterprises within international trade by, 
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(b) To support activities, including trade facilitation, 
aimed at simplifying, streamlining, standardizing and har-
monizing import, export and customs procedures;

(c) To encourage the sharing of information on ex-
periences and best practices related to trade facilitation 
with a view to creating an environment that allows for the 
implementation of multi-country customs transit guarantee 
regimes through the implementation of either international 
transit agreements or functional regional agreements;

(d) To support capacity-building, including training 
programmes, in the areas of customs, border clearance and 
transport;

(e) To encourage regional aid for trade so as to pro-
mote trade integration among landlocked developing 
countries and transit countries.

Priority 4: Regional integration and cooperation
54. Close cooperation with transit countries is a 

sine qua non for improved connectivity in transport, 
energy and information and communications technology. 
Infrastructure, trade and regulatory policies, together with 
political stability of neighbouring countries, have signifi-
cant repercussions for the external trade of landlocked 
developing countries. The costs of reaching international 
markets for landlocked developing countries do not depend 
only on their geography, policies, infrastructure and ad-
ministration procedures, but also on those of neighbour-
ing countries. Thus, regional integration and coherent and 
harmonized regional policies provide an opportunity to 
improve transit transport connectivity and ensure greater 
intraregional trade, common regulatory policies, border 
agency cooperation and harmonized customs procedures 
to expand regional markets.

55. There is a need to promote meaningful regional 
integration to encompass cooperation among countries in a 
broader range of areas than just trade and trade facilitation, 
including investment, research and development 
and policies aimed at accelerating regional industrial 
development and regional connectivity. This approach is 
aimed at fostering structural change and economic growth 
in landlocked developing countries as a goal, and also as 
a means of collectively linking regions to global markets. 
This would enhance competitiveness and help to maxi-
mize benefits from globalization. Documentation and the 
sharing and dissemination of best practices is important 
to allow cooperating partners to benefit from each other’s 
experience.

56. Actions by landlocked developing countries 
include:

(a) To promote regional integration by strengthening 
regional trade, transport, communications and energy net-
works;

(b) To promote harmonization of regional policies 
so as to strengthen regional synergy, competitiveness and 
regional value chains;

(c) To strengthen participation of landlocked 
developing countries in bilateral and regional integration 
frameworks.

57. Actions by transit developing countries in-
clude their contribution to deepening regional inte-
gration through the coherent development of regional 
infrastructure, trade facilitation measures and regional 
trade agreements, including the establishment of effective 

(b) To scale up and implement trade facilitation 
initiatives such as single-stop inspections, single windows 
for documentation, electronic payment and transparency 
and modernization of border posts and customs services, 
among others;

(c) To effectively implement integrated border 
management systems and strive to establish one-stop border 
posts, where appropriate, with neighbouring landlocked 
or transit developing countries to allow for the joint pro-
cessing of legal and regulatory requirements, with a view 
to reducing clearance times at borders, while fully utilizing 
the tools for trade facilitation developed by international 
organizations to build national capacity;

(d) To ensure full and inclusive representation of the 
private sector, including public-private partnerships and 
transport business associations, in trade facilitation initia-
tives and policy, and to develop the necessary policies and 
regulatory framework to promote private sector involvement.

52. Actions by transit developing countries include:
(a) To ensure that trade facilitation initiatives, includ-

ing the Agreement on Trade Facilitation of the World Trade 
Organization, are developed and implemented together 
with landlocked developing countries in all relevant areas;

(b) To undertake further harmonization, simplifi-
cation and standardization of rules, documentation re-
quirements and border crossing and customs procedures; 
to enhance collaboration and cooperation among various 
customs and border-crossing agencies across borders; to 
promote the use of electronic (e-transaction) processes, 
the pre-arrival submission of customs declarations, risk 
management inspection systems and authorized economic 
operator systems; to improve transparency, predictability 
and consistency in customs activities; and to establish one-
stop border posts, as appropriate, joint customs controls 
and inspection at border sites and other forms of integrated 
border management at borders with landlocked developing 
countries;

(c) Sharing best practices in customs, border and 
corridor management and in the implementation of trade 
facilitation policies should be encouraged at the global, 
regional, subregional and South-South levels, including in 
the private sector;

(d ) To fully utilize the tools for trade facilitation 
developed by international organizations to build national 
capacity and ensure secure and reliable transport across 
borders by, inter alia, effectively implementing existing 
international standards and best practices for customs tran-
sit and safety and security of transport chains;

(e) To ensure transparency in border crossings, cus-
toms and transit transport rules, regulations, fees and 
charges and to accord non-discriminatory treatment so that 
the freedom of transit of goods is guaranteed to landlocked 
developing countries.

53. Actions by development partners include:
(a) To support landlocked and transit developing 

countries in the area of trade facilitation, in accordance 
with the Agreement on Trade Facilitation, which was 
agreed upon by consensus in Bali, Indonesia, in Decem-
ber 2013, at the Ninth Ministerial Conference of the 
World Trade Organization, and to encourage international 
organizations to help landlocked developing countries to 
assess their needs in implementing that Agreement and rel-
evant trade facilitation measures;
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63. Specific objectives are:
(a) To increase value addition in the manufacturing 

and agricultural sectors, with the aim of achieving inclusive 
growth and sustainable development;

(b) To increase economic and export diversification;
(c) To promote service-based growth, including from 

tourism, with a view to increasing its contribution to the 
national economy;

(d ) To encourage the inf low of foreign direct 
investment in high-value added sectors.

64. Actions by landlocked developing countries in-
clude:

(a) To develop a structural transformation strategy 
aimed at improving science, technology and innovation, 
export diversification, productivity, efficiency and com-
petitiveness in the agriculture, manufacturing and service 
sectors, including tourism;

(b) To encourage innovative solutions, entrepreneur-
ship and the use of modern, cost-effective and locally 
adapted technologies, with an emphasis on sectors such as 
agriculture, transport, information and communications, 
finance, energy, health, water and sanitation and education, 
as well as the development of effective public and private 
partnerships;

(c) To build a critical mass of viable and competitive 
productive capacity in manufacturing, agriculture and 
services;

(d ) To promote the attraction of more diversified 
foreign direct investment through the creation of a condu-
cive environment, with the aim of enhancing value addi-
tion, productive capacity, transit transport infrastructure 
and completion of missing links connecting landlocked 
developing countries within the regional network;

(e) To undertake measures to modernize the services 
sector by strengthening links between and among financial 
intermediaries, creative industries and business and legal 
and technical services;

( f ) To create industrial clusters, such as export-
processing zones and regional centres of excellence, with 
the aim of fostering knowledge networks and connected-
ness among companies;

(g) To prioritize private sector development, in partic-
ular small and medium-sized enterprises;

(h) To develop an industrial policy that takes into ac-
count the need for improved access to financial resources, 
development of appropriate human capacity and investment 
in supportive economic infrastructure as a way to further 
strengthen the private sector;

(i) To strengthen, as appropriate, an effective 
competition policy that supports business activity and 
further consolidates a supportive legal and regulatory 
framework, and to create macroeconomic conditions and 
systems that can facilitate the development of the private 
sector;

( j) To utilize the International Think Tank for 
Landlocked Developing Countries for sharing experi-
ences, know-how, research and other resources on issues 
related to trade, transit, transport and capacity-building 
among landlocked developing countries. Landlocked 
developing countries that have not yet done so should 
ratify the Multilateral Agreement for the Establishment of 
an International Think Tank for Landlocked Developing 
Countries.

and efficient customs guarantee systems to help landlocked 
developing countries to overcome constraints resulting 
from their landlockedness.

58. Actions by development partners include:
(a) To support efforts made by landlocked developing 

countries and their transit partners to deepen regional in-
tegration through the development and implementation 
of key regional transport projects and regional transport 
agreements for facilitating the cross-border movement of 
goods and passengers;

(b) To support ongoing regional integration processes 
involving landlocked developing countries;

(c) To share best practices in promoting regional in-
tegration.

Priority 5: Structural economic transformation
59. Many landlocked developing countries remain 

reliant on a few export commodities, which often have 
low value addition. In order for landlocked developing 
countries to fully utilize their export and trade potential, 
it is important to undertake measures that could promote 
structural economic transformation capable of reducing 
the negative impact of their geographical disadvantages 
and external shocks, creating jobs and ultimately lead-
ing to poverty eradication and inclusive and sustain-
able growth and development. Increased value addition 
and economic diversification are key to such structural 
economic transformation. Institutional capacity-building 
and human resources development are equally important 
for landlocked developing countries.

60. Improving the manufacturing capacity of 
landlocked developing countries, including their contribu-
tion to regional and global value chains, can achieve the 
triple objective of creating better-paying jobs, increasing 
revenue and reducing the bulk of their primary exports. 
Higher-value and low-bulk exports are particularly crucial 
for landlocked developing countries. In this context, it is 
important to place proper emphasis on the development of 
manufacturing, agriculture and the services sector, includ-
ing finance, information and communications technologies 
and tourism, as appropriate to national circumstances. 
Tourism can play an important role in building the 
economic sector, providing employment and generating 
foreign exchange.

61. Science, technology and innovation play a criti-
cal role in achieving structural economic transformation, 
productive capacity development and value addition. 
Conducive national policies, international support and 
foreign direct investment are necessary to facilitate access 
to science, technology and innovation, and landlocked 
developing countries should promote investment in science, 
technology and innovation for sustainable development.

62. The private sector contributes to economic growth 
and poverty eradication through the building of productive 
capacity, creation of decent jobs, promotion of innovation, 
economic diversification and competition. In landlocked 
developing countries, the private sector is actively involved 
in activities related to transit and trade facilitation, in-
cluding as traders, freight forwarders, insurance providers 
and transporters, and the sector is a source of tax revenue 
and domestic investment and a partner for foreign direct 
investment. Public-private partnerships can play an impor-
tant role in infrastructure development.
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mulation of trade policies, the implementation of trade 
facilitation measures and the development of trade-related 
infrastructure, with a view to increasing the competitive-
ness of their products in export markets. Aid for trade, in 
combination with complementary policies, has contrib-
uted to lower trade costs, with additional infrastructure, 
better border institutions and regulatory procedures and 
enhanced capacities. Aid for trade, along with the com-
mitment of landlocked developing countries to necessary 
reforms, is also important in linking to or advancing the 
position of landlocked developing countries in the global 
and regional value chains.

70. South-South cooperation is not a substitute for but 
rather a complement to North-South cooperation. South-
South and triangular cooperation also have a role to play 
in increasing the growth and development of landlocked 
developing countries, as well as transit developing countries, 
through their contribution, as appropriate, to the sharing 
of best practices, human and productive capacity-building, 
financial and technical assistance and technology transfer 
on mutually agreed terms.

71. The implementation of the Vienna Programme of 
Action would also require individual and concerted efforts 
by the organizations and bodies of the United Nations 
system, relevant international organizations, such as the 
World Bank, the regional development banks, the World 
Trade Organization, the World Customs Organization, the 
common funds for commodities, regional economic inte-
gration organizations and other relevant regional and subre-
gional organizations. These organizations are invited to give 
priority to requests for technical assistance and capacity-
building support from landlocked developing countries in 
the implementation of the Programme of Action in a well-
coordinated and coherent manner, within their respective 
mandates.

72. The private sector, including through foreign 
direct investment, also has a critical role to play in the 
implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action, for 
example through building and strengthening productive 
capacity, export growth, technology transfer on mutually 
agreed terms, diffusion of productive know-how, manage-
rial skill and capital, creation of wealth, the opening up of 
new markets for high-value added products and services 
and employment generation. Foreign direct investment can 
also play a key role in building the infrastructure that un-
derpins economic activities.

VI. Implementation, follow-up and review
73. Implementation, follow-up and review should be 

undertaken at the national, subregional, regional and global 
levels. Follow-up and review should be a continuous pro-
cess aimed at reinforcing partnerships and mutual account-
ability at all levels and by all actors.

74. At the national level, Governments are invited to 
mainstream the Vienna Programme of Action into their 
national and sectoral development strategies for its effec-
tive implementation. Landlocked developing countries 
and transit developing countries are encouraged to estab-
lish national coordination mechanisms, where appropriate. 
Monitoring and review should involve all relevant stake-
holders, as appropriate.

75. At the subregional and regional levels, monitoring 
and review should be undertaken through existing 
intergovernmental processes. Regional and subregional 

65. Actions by development partners include:
(a) To support the efforts of landlocked developing 

countries to improve their productive capacities and create 
economic diversification;

(b) To contribute to the efforts of landlocked developing 
countries to share innovative technologies, scientific knowl-
edge and technical know-how and best practices;

(c) To support the efforts of landlocked developing 
countries to increase the value addition of their agricultural 
and industrial output;

(d) To support landlocked developing countries in 
building institutional and human capacities aimed at im-
proving their ability to attract foreign direct investment in 
high-value added sectors and to enhance negotiation skills 
for bringing in responsible investment;

(e) To support landlocked developing countries to 
enable them to pursue the effective partnerships necessary 
for capacity-building, sustainability and quality enhance-
ment, as well as for sectoral development, including the 
development of tourism;

( f ) To support landlocked developing countries in 
building resilience, developing capacity to respond effec-
tively to external shocks and addressing their specific 
supply-side constraints.

Priority 6: Means of implementation
66. The development and progress of any country is 

the primary responsibility of that country itself. Landlocked 
developing countries have made efforts to mobilize 
domestic resources for the development of infrastructure 
and transit facilities, as well as for overall socioeconomic 
development. However, lack of adequate financial resources 
and capacity constraints are some of the biggest challenges 
facing landlocked developing countries in their efforts to 
achieve sustained growth and sustainable development. 
Landlocked developing countries and their transit neigh-
bours need to effectively mobilize adequate domestic and 
external resources for the effective implementation of the 
Vienna Programme of Action.

67. The support of development partners is needed to 
complement the efforts of landlocked developing countries 
to establish and maintain effective transit transport 
systems, integration into the world economy, structural 
transformation of their economies and enhancement of 
their productive capacities. Development partners are there-
fore encouraged to provide targeted technical and financial 
support, as appropriate, towards the implementation of the 
specific actions listed in the Vienna Programme of Action. 
Development partners should also encourage private sector 
investment in landlocked developing countries that are im-
plementing the Programme of Action.

68. Official development assistance flows remain a 
major source of external financing for many landlocked 
developing countries. It is important to urgently fulfil 
existing official development assistance commitments, and 
such assistance to landlocked developing countries should 
fully take into account the specific situation of each country. 
Development partners and multilateral organizations have 
a crucial role to play in supporting the efforts of landlocked 
developing countries to achieve sustainable development 
and the eradication of poverty.

69. Aid for trade plays a key role in assisting capacity-
building for landlocked developing countries on the for-
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of the Almaty Programme of Action was on transit 
transport cooperation between landlocked and tran-
sit developing countries, the Vienna Programme of 
Action was a holistic and results-oriented programme 
with an overarching goal, specific goals and time-
bound, specific, results-oriented objectives. The six 
specific goals were to promote unfettered, efficient and 
cost-effective access to and from the sea by all means of 
transport; reduce trade transaction costs and transport 
costs and improve international trade services through 
the simplification and standardization of rules and 
regulations; develop adequate transit transport 
infrastructure networks and complete missing links 
connecting landlocked developing countries; effec-
tively implement bilateral, regional and international 
legal instruments and strengthen regional integration; 
promote growth and increased participation in global 
trade through structural transformation; and enhance 
and strengthen international support for landlocked 
developing countries. The Vienna Programme of 
Action had six priority areas for action, which in-
cluded the three priorities previously found in the 
Almaty Programme of Action—fundamental transit 
policy issues, infrastructural development and main-
tenance, and international trade and trade facilitation; 
and three new priorities: regional integration and 
cooperation, structural economic transformation, and 
means of implementation.

The Vienna Programme of Action ref lected 
a deeper understanding of the challenges that 
landlocked developing countries faced, and contained 
a call for enhancing international trade performance, 
trade facilitation, productive capacities, economic 
diversification, value addition in manufacturing and 
agriculture, increased connectivity to regional and 
global value chains, regional integration and collabo-
ration with a vibrant private sector based on expanded 
partnerships. The Programme of Action demonstrated 
also the renewed and strengthened partnerships be-
tween landlocked developing countries, their tran-
sit neighbours and their development partners. 
One of the notable improvements in the Vienna 
Programme of Action related to regional integration 
and cooperation, which, for the first time, was a stand-
alone priority.

The Secretary-General concluded that the full 
and effective implementation of the goals and spe-
cific objectives and actions in the six priority areas, 
agreed upon in the Vienna Programme of Action, 
would not only facilitate the establishment of efficient 
transit transport systems in landlocked and transit 
developing countries, but would also help them build 
their productive capacities, diversify their exports, 
structurally transform their economies, integrate into 
the global and regional value chains and achieve more 
sustained economic growth. He said that it was im-
portant that the UN system support Member States 
in mainstreaming the Vienna Programme of Action 

organizations, including regional economic communities 
and regional development banks, are invited to main-
stream the implementation of the Vienna Programme of 
Action into their relevant programmes, in coordination 
with the Office of the High Representative for the Least 
Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries 
and Small Island Developing States, within their existing 
mandates, and the regional commissions. The regional 
commissions are encouraged to submit analytical reports 
on the implementation of the Programme of Action. The 
relevant regional and subregional organizations and the 
private sector should be actively involved in the sessions of 
the regional commissions in that regard.

76. At the global level, the General Assembly should 
continue to undertake reviews of the implementation of 
the Vienna Programme of Action through reports of the 
Secretary-General. The governing bodies of organizations 
in the United Nations system are invited to mainstream 
the implementation of the Programme of Action into their 
programme of work and to conduct sectoral and thematic 
reviews of the Programme of Action, as appropriate. The 
private sector should be involved in the reviews at the 
global level.

77. In accordance with the mandate given by the 
General Assembly, the Office of the High Representative 
for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing 
Countries and Small Island Developing States will ensure 
coordinated follow-up to and effective monitoring of and 
reporting on the implementation of the Vienna Programme 
of Action, and will undertake advocacy efforts at the 
national, regional and global levels. The Office of the High 
Representative, in collaboration with other relevant stake-
holders, should work on developing relevant indicators for 
measuring the progress on implementing the Programme 
of Action in landlocked developing countries, within their 
existing mandates.

78. The General Assembly is invited to consider con-
ducting a comprehensive high-level midterm review on 
the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action 
for Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 
2014–2024. The Assembly, towards the end of the dec-
ade, is also invited to consider holding a third United 
Nations Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries 
in order to undertake a comprehensive appraisal of the 
implementation of the present Programme of Action and 
to decide on subsequent action.

Follow-up to the Second UN Conference 
on Landlocked Developing Countries

Report of Secretary-General. In response to 
General Assembly resolution 68/225, the Secretary-
General, submitted a December report [A/69/708] on 
the outcome of the second United Nations Conference 
on Landlocked Developing Countries. The report 
contained an assessment of the main elements of the 
Conference’s outcome document and suggestions 
for implementing the Vienna Programme of Action 
(see p. 1014). The Secretary-General noted that the 
Vienna Programme of Action succeeded the Almaty 
Programme of Action [YUN 2003, p. 875] as a development 
blueprint for landlocked developing countries for 
the period 2014–2024. While the principal focus 
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of Landlocked Developing Countries within a New 
Global Framework for Transit Transport Cooperation for 
Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries,

Recognizing that the lack of territorial access to the 
sea, aggravated by remoteness from world markets and 
high transit costs and risks, continues to impose serious 
constraints on export earnings, private capital inflow and 
domestic resource mobilization of landlocked developing 
countries and therefore adversely affects their overall 
growth and socioeconomic development,

Acknowledging the need to promote meaningful regional 
integration to encompass cooperation among countries 
and the importance of enhancing existing transport 
infrastructure facilities for the implementation of the Vi-
enna Programme of Action,

Recognizing that the Vienna Programme of Action is 
based on renewed and strengthened partnerships to ac-
company landlocked developing countries in harnessing 
benefits from international trade, structurally transforming 
their economies and achieving more inclusive and sustain-
able growth,

Taking note of the communiqué of the Thirteenth 
Annual Ministerial Meeting of Landlocked Developing 
Countries, held at United Nations Headquarters on 25 Sep-
tember 2014,

Taking note also of the report of the second United 
Nations Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General 
entitled “Ten-year review of the implementation of the 
Almaty Programme of Action: addressing the special needs 
of landlocked developing countries within a new global 
framework for transit transport cooperation for landlocked 
and transit developing countries”;

2. Invites the landlocked developing countries, transit 
countries, their development partners, the United Nations 
system and all other actors to implement the actions that 
have been agreed upon in the Vienna Programme of Action 
for Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 
2014–2024 in its six priority areas, namely, fundamen-
tal transit policy issues, infrastructure development and 
maintenance, international trade and trade facilitation, 
regional integration and cooperation, structural economic 
transformation and means of implementation at all levels, 
in a coordinated, coherent and expeditious manner;

3. Invites Member States to mainstream the Vienna 
Programme of Action into their national and sectoral 
development strategies in order to ensure its effective 
implementation;

4. Invites the development partners to provide targeted 
technical and financial support, as appropriate, towards the 
implementation of the specific actions listed in the Vienna 
Programme of Action;

5. Calls upon the relevant organizations and bodies 
of the United Nations system, and invites international 
organizations, such as the World Bank, the regional 
development banks, the World Trade Organization, the 
World Customs Organization, the common funds for 
commodities, regional economic integration organizations 
and other relevant regional and subregional organizations, 
to integrate the Vienna Programme of Action into their 
programme of work, as appropriate, within their re-
spective mandates, and to support landlocked and tran-
sit developing countries in the implementation of the 

into their development strategies, and invited regional 
and subregional organizations to mainstream the 
implementation of the Programme of Action into their 
respective programmes, in coordination with ohrlls 
and the regional commissions. The Secretary-General 
urged ohrlls to ensure coordinated follow-up to 
and effective monitoring of and reporting on the 
implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action; 
to undertake advocacy efforts at the national, regional 
and global levels; and to work on developing relevant 
indicators for measuring progress in implementing 
the Programme of Action in landlocked developing 
countries. Clear reflection of the interests of the 
landlocked developing countries in the post-2015 
development agenda was also crucial for the successful 
implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action 
and coherence with the global process.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 75], the General Assembly, 
on the recommendation of the Second Committee 
[A/69/471/Add.2], adopted resolution 69/232 without 
vote [agenda item 22 (b)].

Specific actions related to the particular needs 
and problems of landlocked developing countries: 

follow-up to the second United Nations Conference 
on Landlocked Developing Countries

The General Assembly,
Recalling the Vienna Declaration and the Vienna 

Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries 
for the Decade 2014–2024, adopted at the second United 
Nations Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries, 
held in Vienna from 3 to 5 November 2014, at which all 
relevant stakeholders expressed their commitment to the 
implementation of the Programme of Action,

Reaffirming the overarching goal of the Vienna 
Programme of Action of addressing the special development 
needs and challenges of landlocked developing countries 
arising from their landlockedness, remoteness and geo-
graphical constraints in a more coherent manner and thus 
contributing to an enhanced rate of sustainable and inclusive 
growth, which can contribute to the eradication of poverty 
by moving towards the goal of ending extreme poverty,

Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declaration, 
the high-level plenary meeting of the General Assembly on 
the Millennium Development Goals and its outcome docu-
ment and the outcome document of the special event to 
follow up efforts made towards achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals, held on 25 September 2013,

Recalling also the outcome document of the United 
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, held in 
2012, entitled “The future we want”,

Recalling further the International Conference on Fi-
nancing for Development, held in Monterrey, Mexico, from 
18 to 22 March 2002, and the Follow-up International 
Conference on Financing for Development to Review the 
Implementation of the Monterrey Consensus, held in Doha 
from 29 November to 2 December 2008,

Recalling the Almaty Declaration and the Almaty 
Programme of Action: Addressing the Special Needs 
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10. Stresses that, in accordance with the mandate 
given by the General Assembly, the Office of the High 
Representative for the Least Developed Countries, 
Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island 
Developing States will ensure the coordinated follow-up to, 
effective monitoring of and reporting on the implementation 
of the Vienna Programme of Action and will undertake 
advocacy efforts at the national, regional and global levels, 
and also stresses that the Office, in collaboration with other 
relevant stakeholders, should work on developing relevant 
indicators for measuring the progress on implementing the 
Programme of Action in landlocked developing countries, 
within their existing mandates;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its seventieth session a report on the 
implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action;

12. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its seventieth session, under the item entitled “Groups 
of countries in special situations”, the sub-item entitled 
“Follow-up to the second United Nations Conference on 
Landlocked Developing Countries”.

Programme of Action in a well-coordinated and coherent 
manner;

6. Invites the developing countries, guided by the 
spirit of solidarity and consistent with their capabili-
ties, to provide support for the effective implementation 
of the Vienna Programme of Action in mutually agreed 
areas of cooperation within the framework of South-South 
cooperation, which is a complement to, but not a substitute 
for, North-South cooperation;

7. Invites the private sector to contribute to the 
implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action in the 
respective areas of competence and in line with the national 
priorities of the landlocked developing countries;

8. Reaffirms the need to give appropriate consid-
eration to the specific needs and challenges of landlocked 
developing countries in the formulation of the post-2015 
development agenda;

9. Underlines the importance of the successful 
implementation, follow-up and review of the Vienna 
Programme of Action at the national, subregional, regional 
and global levels;


