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upheld the application of the principle of self-
determination and considered the wishes of the
indigenous population as decisive. Spain's sole
objective, he said, was to give the inhabitants
of the territory an opportunity, by exercising
their right to self-determination, to decide to
have a Government of their own if they so
desired.

During the discussion, Algeria, Ghana, Syria
and Yemen urged Spain to give the people of
the territory an opportunity to exercise their
right to self-determination. The representative
of Algeria added that interference by outside
financial interests would be incompatible with
the rights of the people concerned and that care
should be taken to prevent such interference.

On 16 December 1969, at a plenary meet-
ing, the General Assembly, inter alia, reaffirmed
the inalienable right of the people of the so-
called Spanish Sahara to self-determination in
accordance with its Declaration of 14 December
1960 on granting independence to colonial coun-
tries and peoples.29 It regretted that it had not
been possible for the consultations to take place
which the administering power was to conduct
in connexion with the holding of a referendum
in the territory.

The Assembly again invited the administering
power to determine at the earliest possible date,
in conformity with the aspirations of the in-
digenous people of the territory and in consulta-
tion with the Governments of Mauritania and
Morocco and any other interested party, the

procedures for the holding of a referendum
with a view to enabling the indigenous popula-
tion to exercise freely its right to self-determina-
tion. To this end, the Assembly invited the
administering power to create a favourable
climate for the referendum, to take all the
necessary steps to ensure that only the indigenous
people of the territory participated in it, to
comply with the resolutions of the Assembly
on the activities of foreign interests operating
in colonial countries, and to provide the neces-
sary facilities to a United Nations mission so
that it might be able to participate actively
in the organization and holding of the ref-
erendum.

Finally, the Assembly requested the Secretary-
General to appoint a special mission and to
expedite its dispatch to the to-called Spanish
Sahara, and it requested its Special Committee
to continue its consideration of the question.

These decisions were embodied in resolution
2591 (XXIV), adopted by a recorded vote of
110 to O, with 5 abstentions, on the recommenda-
tion of the Assembly's Fourth Committee. The
Fourth Committee had approved the text on
9 December 1969, by a roll-call vote of 89 to
O, with 7 abstentions, on a proposal by Ghana,
Iraq, Mali, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,
Syria, Tunisia and Yugoslavia. (For text of
resolution, see DOCUMENTARY REFERENCES be-
low. )

29 See footnote 21.
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