816

Part Two: Human rights

sources and root causes, as well as the political motivations
of mercenaries and for mercenary-related activities;

11.  Calls upon States to investigate the possibility of
mercenary involvement whenever and wherever criminal
acts of a terrorist nature occur and to bring to trial those
found responsible or to consider their extradition, if so
requested, in accordance with national law and applicable
bilateral or international treaties;

12. Condemns any form of impunity granted to perpe-
trators of mercenary activities and to those responsible for the
use, recruitment, financing and training of mercenaries, and
urges all States, in accordance with their obligations under
international law, to bring them, without distinction, to justice;

13.  Calls upon Member States, in accordance with
their obligations under international law, to cooperate with
and assist the judicial prosecution of those accused of mer-
cenary activities in transparent, open and fair trials;

14.  Recalls the holding of the third session of the
open-ended intergovernmental working group to consider
the possibility of elaborating an international regulatory
framework on the regulation, monitoring and oversight of
the activities of private military and security companies,
expresses satisfaction at the participation of experts, includ-
ing of the members of the Working Group on the use of
mercenaries, as resource persons at the above-mentioned
session, and requests the Working Group and other experts
to continue their participation during the fourth session of
the open-ended intergovernmental working group;

15.  Requests the Working Group on the use of merce-
naries to continue the work already done by previous Special
Rapporteurs on the use of mercenaries on the strengthening
of the international legal framework for the prevention and
sanction of the recruitment, use, financing and training of
mercenaries, taking into account the proposal for a new legal
definition of a mercenary drafted by the Special Rapporteur
on the use of mercenaries as a means of impeding the exer-
cise of the right of peoples to self-determination in his report
to the Commission on Human Rights at its sixtieth session;

16.  Requests the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, as a matter of priority,
to publicize the adverse effects of the activities of mercena-
ries on the right of peoples to self-determination and, when
requested and where necessary, to render advisory services
to States that are affected by those activities;

17.  Recommends that all Member States, including
those confronted with the phenomenon of private military
and security companies, as contracting States, States of
operations, home States or States whose nationals are em-
ployed to work for a private military and security company,
contribute to the work of the open-ended intergovernmental
working group, taking into account the initial work done
by the Working Group on the use of mercenaries;

18.  Urges all States to cooperate fully with the
Working Group on the use of mercenaries in the fulfil-
ment of its mandate;

19.  Requests the Secretary-General and the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to con-
tinue to provide the Working Group on the use of merce-
naries with all the assistance and support necessary for the
fulfilment of its mandate, both professional and financial,
including through the promotion of cooperation between
the Working Group and other components of the United
Nations system that deal with countering mercenary-

related activities, in order to meet the demands of its current
and future activities;

20.  Requests the Working Group on the use of mer-
cenaries to consult States and intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations in the implementation of the
present resolution and to report, with specific recommenda-
tions, to the General Assembly at its seventieth session its
findings on the use of mercenaries to undermine the enjoy-
ment of all human rights and to impede the exercise of the
right of peoples to self-determination;

21.  Decides to consider at its seventieth session the
question of the use of mercenaries as a means of violat-
ing human rights and impeding the exercise of the right
of peoples to self-determination under the item entitled
“Right of peoples to self-determination”.
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