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Chapter IX

Social policy, crime prevention
and human resource development

In 2000, the United Nations continued efforts to
advance social, cultural and human resource de-
velopment and to strengthen its crime preven-
tion and criminal justice programme.

In June, the General Assembly held its twenty-
fourth special session to review and appraise the
implementation of the Copenhagen Declaration
on Social Development and the Programme of
Action, adopted at the 1995 World Summit for
Social Development. The special session, entitled
"World Summit for Social Development and be-
yond: achieving social development for all in a
globalizing world", adopted further initiatives
for social development, which reaffirmed the
1995 Copenhagen Declaration and established a
broad framework for follow-up action by Govern-
ments, civil society and the international commu-
nity.

The Commission for Social Development, at
its February/March session, considered as its pri-
ority theme its contribution to the special session
and adopted a set of agreed conclusions, which it
transmitted to the Economic and Social Council
and to the Preparatory Committee for the special
session.

The Council, in other social development-
related action, renewed until 2002 the mandate
of the Special Rapporteur on disability of the
Commission for Social Development, following a
review of his report on the second monitoring
period (1997-2000) of the implementation of the
1993 Standard Rules on the Equalization of Op-
portunities for Persons with Disabilities.

The Tenth United Nations Congress on the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Of-
fenders, held in April, considered the state of
crime and criminal justice worldwide; interna-
tional cooperation in combating transnational
crime; promoting the rule of law and strengthen-
ing the criminal justice system; new develop-
ments in effective crime prevention; and account-
ability and fairness in the justice process for
offenders and victims. It adopted the Vienna
Declaration on Crime and Justice: Meeting the
Challenges of the Twenty-first Century, which
was endorsed by the Assembly in December. The
Ad Hoc Committee on the Elaboration of a Con-
vention against Transnational Organized Crime

finalized the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime, as well as the
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Traf-
ficking in Persons, Especially Women and Chil-
dren and the Protocol against the Smuggling of
Migrants by Land, Sea and Air. The Convention
and related Protocols, which were adopted in
November by the Assembly, were opened for sig-
nature from 12 to 15 December in Palermo, Italy,
and thereafter in New York until 12 December
2002. Other crime-related issues addressed by
the Assembly were the development of an inter-
national legal instrument against corruption,
combating the criminal misuse of information
technologies, and combating corrupt practices
and illegal transfer of funds and repatriation of
such funds to the countries of origin. The Com-
mission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Jus-
tice held its ninth session in April.

Regarding cultural development, the Assem-
bly took action relating to the United Nations
Year of Dialogue among Civilizations, the Olym-
pic Truce and the Bethlehem 2000 project.

Human resource development remained the
focus of the United Nations Institute for Train-
ing and Research and the United Nations Uni-
versity.

Social policy and cultural issues

Social development

Follow-up to 1995
World Summit for Social Development

In 2000, the General Assembly held its twenty-
fourth special session to review and appraise the
implementation of the Copenhagen Declaration
on Social Development and the Programme of
Action, adopted at the 1995 World Summit for
Social Development [YUN 1995, p. 1113]. Entitled
"World Summit for Social Development and be-
yond: achieving social development for all in a
globalizing world", the special session adopted
further initiatives for social development (resolu-
tion S-24/2), which included a political declara-
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tion by Member States on how to promote social
development in the context of globalization and a
series of recommendations for further initiatives
at the local, national, regional and international
levels for the further implementation of the 10
commitments adopted at the 1995 Summit.

Twenty-fourth special session
The twenty-fourth special session of the Gen-

eral Assembly to review and appraise the imple-
mentation of the Copenhagen Declaration on So-
cial Development and the Programme of Action
[YUN 1995, p. 1114], adopted at the 1995 World Sum-
mit for Social Development, was held in Geneva
from 26 June to 1 July [A/S-24/10]. The session was
convened in accordance with Assembly resolu-
tion 50/161 [YUN 1995, p. 1122], subsequent to a
recommendation of the Summit [ibid., p. 1118]. Par-
ticipants at the session included delegations from
178 countries, 11 observers and representatives of
500 non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

Preparations for the session were made by the
Preparatory Committee at its first [YUN 1999,
p. 1037] and second sessions (see below).

In resolution S-24/2 of 1 July (see p. 1013), the
Assembly adopted proposals for further initia-
tives for social development, including poverty
eradication, the promotion of full employment,
social integration, respect for human dignity, and
the attainment of the goals of universal and equi-
table access to quality education, the highest at-
tainable standard of physical and mental health,
and the access of all to primary health care. Other
proposals emphasized acceleration of the eco-
nomic, social and human resource development
of Africa and the least developed countries
(LDCs), structural adjustment programmes and
cooperation through the United Nations and
other multilateral institutions.

In other action, the Assembly approved the re-
port of the Credentials Committee on 30 June
(resolution S-24/1). Regarding procedural mat-
ters, the Assembly on 26 June appointed the mem-
bers of the Credentials Committee (decision
S-24/11); elected its President (decision S-24/12),
Vice-Presidents (decision S-24/13), Chairpersons
of the Main Committees (decision S-24/14) and
officers of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole
of the Twenty-fourth Special Session (decision
S-24/15); made arrangements with regard to the
organization of the session (decision S-24/21);
and adopted the agenda for the special session (de-
cision S-24/22). On 30 June, the Assembly de-
cided that nine NGOs might make statements in
the debate in plenary (decision S-24/23).

In his opening statement [A/S-24/PV.1], the As-
sembly President recalled that the signatories at
the 1995 Summit had promised to establish time-

bound targets to cut poverty, promote greater
equality between women and men, achieve full
employment and establish universal access to
education and primary health care. Since then,
some noticeable national efforts and pro-
grammes had been launched. However, overall,
many developing countries had continued to fall
behind. The most frequently cited indication
that social development was not yet secure on the
international agenda was the decline in official
development assistance (ODA) that had continued
since Copenhagen, where the goal of committing
0.7 per cent of gross national product for such
assistance was reaffirmed. The current task was
to build upon the strong foundation of consensus
reached in Copenhagen and to uphold the social
commitment expressed at the Summit.

Preparatory process
Preparatory Committee. The Preparatory

Committee for the special session, established by
General Assembly resolution 52/25 [YUN 1997,
p. 1109] to consider and decide on the process to
achieve the session's purpose, held its second ses-
sion in New York from 3 to 14 April 2000 [A/S-24/2].
It held a resumed session on 20 and 22 June
[A/S-24/ 2/Add.1,2], also in New York, to consider the
draft final document. The Committee's first ses-
sion took place in 1999 [YUN 1999, p. 1037].

In April, the Committee, in addition to taking
action on various procedural matters, adopted a
decision bringing to the Assembly's attention a se-
ries of documents it had considered, including re-
view reports and proposals for further action and
initiatives submitted by organs and specialized
agencies of the UN system and other concerned
organizations [A/AC.253/16 & Add.1-17]; reports of
the Secretary-General on implementation of the
outcome of the 1995 Summit [A/AC.253/13-E/CN.5/
2000/2] (see p. 1013), progress achieved in imple-
menting UN resolutions concerning the right
self- determination [A/AC.253/17], the development
of guidelines on the role and social responsibili-
ties of the private sector [A/AC.253/21], acceleration
of development in Africa and LDCs [A/AC.253/22],
promoting social integration in post-conflict
situations [A/AC.253/23], the impact of globaliza-
tion on social development [A/AC.253/25], the
social impact of economic measures taken in
response to financial crises in developing coun-
tries [A/AC.253/27], and resources for social devel-
opment: additional and innovative measures
[A/AC.253/28]; and the reports of the seminar on
values and market economies (Paris, 19-21 Janu-
ary) [A/AC.253/24], as well as of the 1999 symposi-
ums on States, markets and social progress [YUN
1999, p. 1038] and on socio-economic policies dur-
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ing macroeconomic stabilization in countries
with economies in transition [ibid.].

Commission for Social Development. At its
thirty-eighth session (New York, 8-17 February)
[E/2000/26 & Corr.1], the Commission for Social De-
velopment, the body responsible for Summit
follow-up and implementation of the Copenha-
gen Declaration, considered as its priority theme
the Commission's contribution to the overall re-
view of the implementation of the Summit. On
28 February, the Economic and Social Council
authorized the Commission to hold a resumed
session on an exceptional basis, which took place
on 14 and 17 March, to complete its work for the
special session of the General Assembly (decision
2000/211). The Commission, on 17 March [res.
38/1], adopted a set of agreed conclusions on the
review and appraisal of the implementation of
the outcome of the 1995 World Summit and
transmitted them to the Economic and Social
Council and to the Preparatory Committee for
the special session. The agreed conclusions ad-
dressed the themes of poverty eradication, full
employment, social integration, Africa and LDCs,
mobilization of resources for social development
and capacity-building to implement social pro-
grammes.

The Commission had before it a comprehen-
sive report of the Secretary-General on the imple-
mentation of the 1995 World Summit [A/AC.253/
13-E/CN.5/2000/2], which highlighted national
strategies and policies to implement the Summit
outcome based on information contained in na-
tional submissions. It described the scope of re-
gional and international cooperation for social
development based on information received
from regional commissions, specialized agencies,
funds and programmes and other national and
international bodies. A series of regional over-
views and analyses evaluated the implementation
of the Summit in the context of progress
achieved, constraints encountered and lessons
learned. An analytical overview and conclusions
of the report were based on 11 cross-cutting issues
(importance of rehabilitating the public sector;
growth of inequality; informalization of employ-
ment; the working poor; making economic growth
more employment-intensive; financing social pro-
tection; conflict, crises and social development; re-
versing the decline of ODA; debt reduction;
globalization and liberalization; and local devel-
opment and values in the global economy) arising
from national reports and regional and global
trends. Annexed to the report was a review of pro-
gress towards targets for 2000. The Commission
took note of the Secretary-General's report [dec.
38/101], which was also submitted to the Prepara-
tory Committee for the special session.

In other action related to the special session
[dec. 38/101], the Commission took note of the re-
port on the 1999 symposium on States, markets
and social progress [YUN 1099, p. 1038].

Workshops. In May [A/S-24/5], Austria trans-
mitted to the special session the outcome of work-
shops held during the Tenth United Nations
Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment of Offenders (see p. 1040) relating to
combating corruption and to community involve-
ment in crime prevention.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 1 July [meeting 10], the General Assembly, on
the recommendation of the Ad Hoc Committee
of the Whole [A/S-24/8/Rev.1], adopted resolution
S-24/2 without vote [agenda item 9].

Further initiatives for social development
The General Assembly
Adopts the proposals for further initiatives for social

development annexed to the present resolution.
ANNEX

Further initiatives for social development

I. Political declaration
1. Five years have passed since the World Summit

for Social Development, which marked the first time in
history that heads of State and Government had gath-
ered to recognize the significance of social develop-
ment and human well-being for all and to give these
goals the highest priority into the twenty-first century.
The Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development
and the Programme of Action of the World Summit for
Social Development established a new consensus to
place people at the centre of our concerns for sustain-
able development and pledged to eradicate poverty,
promote full and productive employment, and foster
social integration to achieve stable, safe and just socie-
ties for all.

2. We, the representatives of Governments, meet-
ing at this special session of the General Assembly at
Geneva to assess achievements and obstacles and to de-
cide on further initiatives to accelerate social develop-
ment for all, reaffirm our will and commitment to im-
plement the Copenhagen Declaration and Programme
of Action, including the strategies and agreed targets
contained therein. The Copenhagen Declaration and
Programme of Action will remain the basic framework
for social development in the years to come.

3. Since the Summit, recognition of the imperative
of social development requiring an enabling environ-
ment has spread and strengthened. Furthermore,
there is a growing awareness of the positive impact of
effective social policies on economic and social devel-
opment. Our review and appraisal has shown that Gov-
ernments, relevant international organizations as well
as actors of civil society have made continued efforts to
improve human well-being and eradicate poverty. How-
ever, further actions are needed for the full implemen-
tation of the Copenhagen Declaration and Programme
of Action. It has also become clear that there is no sin-
gle universal path to achieving social development and
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that all have experience, knowledge and information
worth sharing.

4. Globalization and continuing rapid technologi-
cal advances offer unprecedented opportunities for so-
cial and economic development. At the same time, they
continue to present serious challenges, including wide-
spread financial crises, insecurity, poverty, exclusion
and inequality within and among societies. Consider-
able obstacles to further integration and full participa-
tion in the global economy remain for developing
countries, in particular the least developed countries,
as well as for some countries with economies in transi-
tion. Unless the benefits of social and economic devel-
opment are extended to all countries, a growing num-
ber of people in all countries and even entire regions
will remain marginalized from the global economy. We
must act now in order to overcome those obstacles af-
fecting peoples and countries and to realize the full po-
tential of opportunities presented for the benefit of all.

5. We therefore reiterate our determination and
duty to eradicate poverty, promote full and productive
employment, foster social integration and create an
enabling environment for social development. The
maintenance of peace and security within and among
nations, democracy, the rule of law, the promotion and
protection of all human rights and fundamental free-
doms, including the right to development, effective,
transparent and accountable governance, gender
equality, full respect for fundamental principles and
rights at work and the rights of migrant workers are
some of the essential elements for the realization of so-
cial and people-centred sustainable development. So-
cial development requires not only economic activity
but also reduction in the inequality in the distribution
of wealth and more equitable distribution of the bene-
fits of economic growth within and among nations, in-
cluding the realization of an open, equitable, secure,
non-discriminatory, predictable, transparent and mul-
tilateral rule-based international trading system, maxi-
mizing opportunities and guaranteeing social justice,
and recognizing the interrelationship between social
development and economic growth.

6. Full and effective implementation of the Copen-
hagen Declaration and Programme of Action is neces-
sary at all levels. We reaffirm that while social devel-
opment is a national responsibility it cannot be
successfully achieved without the collective commit-
ment and efforts of the international community. We
invite Governments, the United Nations and other
relevant international organizations, within their re-
spective mandates, to strengthen the quality and con-
sistency of their support for sustainable development,
in particular in Africa and the least developed coun-
tries, as well as in some countries with economies in
transition, and to continue coordinating their efforts in
this regard. We also invite them to develop coordinated
and gender-sensitive social, economic and environ-
mental approaches in order to close the gap between
goals and achievements. This in turn requires not only
renewed political will but also the mobilization and al-
location of additional resources at both the national
and international levels. In this connection, we will
strive to fulfil the yet to be attained internationally
agreed target of 0.7 per cent of gross national product
of developed countries for overall official development
assistance as soon as possible.

7. We recognize that excessive debt-servicing has se-
verely constrained the capacity of many developing
countries, as well as countries with economies in transi-
tion, to promote social development. We also recognize
the efforts being made by indebted developing coun-
tries to fulfil their debt-servicing commitment despite
the high social cost incurred. We reaffirm our pledge
to find effective, equitable, development-oriented and
durable solutions to the external debt and debt-
servicing burdens of developing countries.

8. The fight against poverty requires the active par-
ticipation of civil society and people living in poverty.
We are convinced that universal access to high-quality
education, including opportunities for the acquisition
of skills required in the knowledge-based economy,
health and other basic social services, and equal oppor-
tunities for active participation and sharing the bene-
fits of the development process are essential for the
achievement of the objectives of the Copenhagen Dec-
laration and Programme of Action. Recognizing the
primary responsibility of Governments in this regard,
we acknowledge the importance of strengthening part-
nerships, as appropriate, among the public sector, the
private sector and other relevant actors of civil society.

9. We reaffirm our pledge to place particular focus
on, and give priority attention to, the fight against the
worldwide conditions that pose severe threats to the
health, safety, peace, security and well-being of our
people. Among these conditions are: chronic hunger;
malnutrition; illicit drug problems; organized crime;
corruption; natural disasters; foreign occupation;
armed conflicts; illicit arms trafficking; trafficking in
persons; terrorism; intolerance and incitement to ra-
cial, ethnic, religious and other hatreds; xenophobia;
and endemic, communicable and chronic diseases, in
particular the human immunodeficiency virus/ac-
quired immunodeficiency syndrome (HIV/AIDS), ma-
laria and tuberculosis.

10. We reiterate our resolve to reinforce solidarity
with people living in poverty and dedicate ourselves to
strengthening policies and programmes to create in-
clusive, cohesive societies for all—women and men,
children, young and older persons—particularly those
who are vulnerable, disadvantaged and marginalized.
We recognize that their special needs will require spe-
cific targeted measures to empower them to live more
productive and fulfilling lives.

11. Enhanced international cooperation is essential
to implement the Copenhagen Declaration and Pro-
gramme of Action as well as the further actions and ini-
tiatives adopted at the current special session, and to
address the challenges of globalization. We recognize
the need to continue to work on a wide range of re-
forms for a strengthened and more stable internation-
al financial system, enabling it to deal more effectively
and in a timely manner with new challenges of devel-
opment. We acknowledge the need for a coordinated
follow-up to all major conferences and summits by
Governments, regional organizations and all the bod-
ies and organizations of the United Nations system,
within their respective mandates.

12. Determined to give new momentum to our col-
lective efforts to improve the human condition, we here
set out further initiatives for the full implementation
of the Copenhagen Declaration and Programme of Ac-
tion. At the dawn of the new millennium, aware of our
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responsibilities towards future generations, we are
strongly committed to social development, including
social justice, for all in a globalizing world. We invite all
people in all countries and in all walks of life, as well as
the international community, to join in renewed dedi-
cation to our shared vision for a more just and equita-
ble world.
II. Review and assessment of the implementation of

the outcome of the World Summit for Social De-
velopment

1. One of the most important developments since
the World Summit for Social Development in March
1995 is the increased priority which social development
has been given in national and international policy ob-
jectives. The Summit also signified a recognition by
States of the importance of making social improvement
an integral part of development strategy at the national
and international levels, as well as placing people at the
centre of development efforts. The review and ap-
praisal of the implementation of the outcome of the
Summit shows that many new national policies and
programmes have been initiated. The Summit has
clearly also had an impact on the United Nations sys-
tem, leading to a refocusing of its activities and galva-
nizing action. However, it is equally clear that national
and international policy responses have been uneven.
Despite some advances, there has been little progress in
some key areas and regress is evident in others. As
noted in one of the key issues of the analytical report of
the Secretary-General, one major development since
the Summit is that inequality within and among States
continues to grow. Achieving the goals agreed upon at
the Summit will require much stronger and more com-
prehensive action and new, innovative approaches (see
sect. III below) by all actors, national and international,
governmental and non-governmental, taking into ac-
count the outcomes of the relevant United Nations
conferences and summits.

2. Since the Summit, globalization has presented
new challenges for the fulfilment of the commitments
made and the realization of the goals of the Summit.
Globalization and interdependence have provided
many beneficial opportunities but have also involved
potential damage and costs. If anything, these forces
have accelerated and often strained the capacity of
Governments and the international community to
manage them for the benefit of all. Economic growth
has been impressive in some places and disappointing
in others. Current patterns of globalization have con-
tributed to a sense of insecurity as some countries, par-
ticularly developing countries, have been marginalized
from the global economy. The growing interdepen-
dence of nations, which has caused economic shocks to
be transmitted across national borders, as well as in-
creased inequality, highlight weaknesses in current in-
ternational and national institutional arrangements
and economic and social policies, and reinforce the im-
portance of strengthening them through appropriate
reforms. There is wide recognition of the need for col-
lective action to anticipate and offset the negative social
and economic consequences of globalization and to
maximize its benefits for all members of society, in-
cluding those with special needs. For most developing
countries, the terms of international trade have wors-
ened and inflows of concessional financial resources
have declined. The high debt burden has weakened the

capacity of many Governments to service their increas-
ing external debt and eroded resources available for so-
cial development. Inappropriate design of structural
adjustment programmes has weakened the manage-
ment capacity of public institutions as well as the abil-
ity of Governments to respond to the social develop-
ment needs of the weak and vulnerable in society and
to provide adequate social services.

3. Since the Summit, policies and programmes to
achieve social development have been implemented
within the context of national economic, political, so-
cial, legal, cultural and historical environments. There
has been an increasing interest in strengthening an
enabling environment for sustainable development
through the interaction of economic and social develop-
ment and environmental protection. However, these
national environments have been increasingly affected
by global influences and forces beyond the control of in-
dividual Governments. Serious impediments to social
development, many of which were identified by the
Summit, still persist, including chronic hunger; malnu-
trition; illicit drug problems; organized crime; corrup-
tion; foreign occupation; armed conflicts; illicit arms
trafficking; terrorism; intolerance and incitement to ra-
cial, ethnic, religious and other hatreds; xenophobia;
endemic, communicable and chronic diseases, in par-
ticular HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis; and eco-
nomic sanctions and unilateral measures at variance
with international law and the Charter of the United
Nations.

4. The ultimate goals of development are to im-
prove living conditions for people and to empower
them to participate fully in the economic, political and
social arenas. Some Governments, in partnership with
other actors, have contributed to an enabling environ-
ment for social development through efforts to ensure
democracy and transparency in decision-making; the
rule of law; accountability of government institutions;
empowerment of women; and gender equality. Efforts
have also been made to promote peace and security; re-
spect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms,
including the right to development; and tolerance and
respect for cultural and ethnic diversity. However, pro-
gress in all these areas has been uneven and requires
further effort.

5. At the Summit, quantitative targets were adopted
and reaffirmed in the areas of basic social services and
official development assistance. Out of thirteen tar-
gets, for the following nine areas the target date set was
the year 2000: education; adult illiteracy; improved ac-
cess to safe water supply and sanitation; malnutrition
among children under five years of age; maternal mor-
tality; infant mortality and the under-five mortality;
life expectancy; malaria mortality and morbidity; and
affordable and adequate shelter for all. Available data
indicate that progress in these areas remains unsatis-
factory. In the field of education, for example, there
are still twenty-nine countries which have enrolment
rates of less than 50 per cent, instead of the target of 80
per cent of children attending primary school.

6. Gender mainstreaming is widely accepted, but in
some parts of the world the implementation of this
concept has often not started. In many countries,
women continue to suffer from discrimination with re-
gard to the full enjoyment of all human rights.
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7. The compilation by national Governments of
broad-based and disaggregated data, both qualitative
and quantitative indicators, to evaluate progress in the
areas covered by the targets, has presented an impor-
tant challenge. In this regard, Governments may, as ap-
propriate, seek assistance from international organiza-
tions. Since the Summit, efforts have been made to
improve the quality, timeliness and country coverage of
data.

8. Given the nature and the broad scope of many of
the goals and targets set in Copenhagen and the inevi-
table lag between the initiation of policies and measur-
able results, a comprehensive evaluation of the impact
of new policies and programmes will take time. How-
ever, it is possible to make the following early assess-
ments.
Poverty eradication

9. One of the most significant outcomes of the
World Summit for Social Development has been to
place the goal of eradicating poverty at the centre of
national and international policy agendas. At the inter-
national level, development targets adopted at Copen-
hagen have increasingly influenced the policies and
planning of bilateral and multilateral development
partners. Many Governments have set national poverty
reduction targets and formulated poverty eradication
plans and strategies, including by promoting employ-
ment and developing or reinforcing tools to evaluate
progress. Some have further developed existing pov-
erty eradication plans, programmes and measures. Mi-
crocredit and other financial instruments have re-
ceived increasing attention as effective means of
empowering the poor, and many countries have ex-
panded access to such programmes. Many countries
have achieved improvements in literacy, life expect-
ancy, school enrolment and the availability of basic so-
cial services, and have enhanced social protection sys-
tems and reduced infant mortality. However, progress
has been uneven, revealing continuing disparities in
access to basic social services, including a lack of access
to quality education. Of particular concern in this re-
gard is the increasing feminization of poverty and the
uneven access to education for girls. For example,
while countries in East Asia and the Pacific have
achieved enrolment rates similar to those in developed
countries, almost one third of school-age children in
Africa are still without access to any form of education.
In South Asia, it is estimated that fifty million children
are out of primary school. Also, enrolment rates in
some economies in transition have been declining.
Groups with special needs are also affected by social ex-
clusion and by poverty in different manners. In many
countries, there are insufficient measures for improv-
ing their situation.

10. Progress in eradicating poverty has been mixed.
In many countries, the number of people living in pov-
erty has increased since 1995. In many developing
countries, social service provision has deteriorated,
leaving many without access to basic social services.
Lack of resources, inadequate levels of economic de-
velopment and in most cases the worsening terms of in-
ternational trade, as well as weak infrastructures and
inefficient administrative systems, have all under-
mined measures to eradicate poverty. Demographic
changes in many parts of the world have led to new

challenges and caused new obstacles in eradicating
poverty. In Africa and the least developed countries,
economic growth has barely resumed. Also, in some
countries with economies in transition, economic re-
form has been slow and social security arrangements
have weakened. In several developed countries, eco-
nomic growth and rising incomes have improved the
living conditions of many people. In some developed
countries, however, unemployment has contributed to
situations of inequality, poverty and social exclusion.
Countries affected by the recent international crises
have experienced a sharp increase in poverty, especially
among women and groups with special needs, and un-
employment. Although there are now some signs that
growth is resuming, the sharp reversal in this area has
pushed back their progress in poverty reduction and
employment by several years.

11. At the Summit and at the Fourth World Confer-
ence on Women held in Beijing, the international com-
munity recognized expressly that women and men
experience poverty differently and unequally and be-
come impoverished through different processes, and
that if those differences are not taken into account the
causes of poverty cannot be understood or dealt with
by public actions. Persistent discrimination against
women in the labour market, the existing gap in their
wages, unequal access to productive resources and
capital as well as education and training, and the socio-
cultural factors that continue to influence gender rela-
tions and preserve the existing discrimination against
women continue to hinder women's economic empow-
erment and exacerbate the feminization of poverty.
Equality between women and men is widely accepted as
essential for social development, but its implementa-
tion, including by mainstreaming a gender perspective
into all policies and programmes aimed at eradicating
poverty and the empowerment of women, has been
slow.
Full employment

12. While overall progress since the World Summit
for Social Development in reducing unemployment
has been slow and uneven, there has been increased at-
tention by Governments as well as civil society, includ-
ing the private sector, to the goal of full employment
and to policies aimed at employment growth, as well as
a renewed perception that full employment is a feasible
goal. Employment promotion has increasingly been
put at the centre of socio-economic development, in
recognition of the central importance of employment
to poverty eradication and social integration.

13. The international community has also recog-
nized the need to promote employment that meets la-
bour standards as defined by relevant International
Labour Organization and other international instru-
ments, including prohibitions on forced and child la-
bour, guarantees of the rights of freedom of associa-
tion and bargaining collectively, equal remuneration
for men and women for work of equal value and non-
discrimination in employment. This is reflected in the
adoption of the International Labour Organization
Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at
Work and its Follow-up, and in the unanimous adop-
tion of International Labour Organization Convention
No. 182 concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Ac-
tion for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child
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Labour. While some progress has been made in this re-
spect, universal ratification of the relevant Internation-
al Labour Organization conventions has not yet been
achieved.

14. Many developed countries have strengthened
their active employment promotion measures, includ-
ing by the introduction of programmes to create jobs in
social services and the provision of other public goods.
These activities are sometimes relatively labour-
intensive and also meet a growing demand for personal
services, particularly for the elderly. In developing
countries and those with economies in transition,
labour-intensive public works programmes, in particu-
lar infrastructure investments in rural access roads, in-
cluding farm-to-market roads, environmental rehabili-
tation, irrigation and urban regeneration schemes,
have proven to be effective means of promoting em-
ployment and stimulating people-centred sustainable
development. The important role of education and of
vocational and skills development training at all levels
in promoting employment, particularly in the long
term, is increasingly recognized.

15. While in most countries the employment of
women has increased steadily, gender inequalities, re-
flected in particular in the wage gap and a dispropor-
tionate share of family responsibilities, have remained
obstacles to women's equal access to and participation
in the labour market. Furthermore, in countries expe-
riencing a lack of adequate employment and/or de-
clining employment rates, women are often dispropor-
tionately affected and forced into the low-paid
informal sector and out of social safety nets. In many
parts of the world, this situation has also led to poverty
and social exclusion, with inhuman consequences,
such as forced prostitution, trafficking in women and
children for the purposes of prostitution and sexual
and other forms of exploitation, and the worst forms of
child labour. At the same time, women's unpaid work
remains unrecognized and unaccounted for in na-
tional accounts. To date, no universal measurement
tools have been developed to evaluate women's unpaid
work.

16. There has been an increase in casual and infor-
mal employment since the Summit. Casual employ-
ment arrangements have tended to spread in industri-
alized economies, with increasingly flexible labour
markets and new mechanisms for subcontracting. In
developing countries, the lack of growth of employ-
ment in the formal sector, among other factors, has led
many people, especially women, into informal sector
work and has increased migration to more attractive la-
bour markets in other countries. While employment
growth still remains the most effective means of reduc-
ing poverty, there appears to be a growing number of
employed and underemployed persons, particularly
women, with little employment security, low wages and
low levels of social protection. In a number of coun-
tries, considerable attention has been focused on this
issue in recent years, including the development of new
initiatives. In some countries with economies in transi-
tion, there has been extensive growth of the shadow
economy.

17. As a means of combating social exclusion, there
have been efforts to integrate income support policies
with active labour market policies for those marginal-

ized from the labour market. It is increasingly being
recognized that these policies are an important tool to
reduce the dependency of individuals on social assist-
ance and to reintegrate them into the world of work
and into society.

18. In a number of countries, social dialogue among
employers, employees and Governments has contrib-
uted to social and economic development.
Social integration

19. Social integration is a prerequisite for creating
harmonious, peaceful and inclusive societies. Promo-
tion and protection of all human rights and fundamen-
tal freedoms, promotion of a culture of peace, toler-
ance and non-violence, respect for cultural and
religious diversity, elimination of all forms of discrimi-
nation, equal opportunities for access to productive re-
sources and participatory governance are important
for social integration. Governments have developed
new policy instruments, set up institutional arrange-
ments, strengthened participation and dialogue with
all social actors, and launched programmes to foster so-
cial cohesion and solidarity. However, lack of access to
education, the persistence of poverty and unemploy-
ment, and inequitable access to opportunities and re-
sources have caused social exclusion and marginaliza-
tion. A growing number of people are afflicted by
poverty because of the inequitable distribution of op-
portunities, resources, incomes and access to employ-
ment and to social services. In many countries, there is
a growing schism between those in high-quality, well-
paid employment and those in poorly remunerated, in-
secure jobs with low levels of social protection. Owing
to continued discrimination and exclusion, women and
girls face particular disadvantages in this regard.

20. Governments have made progress in promoting
more inclusive societies. The adoption of democratic
forms of government by an increasing number of coun-
tries offers opportunities for all to participate in all
spheres of public life. The devolution of political
power, the decentralization of administration and the
development of local and municipal authorities have
sometimes contributed to the creation of inclusive and
participatory societies. In some countries, there are
also consultative arrangements that enable wider in-
volvement in the planning and evaluation of policies.
In those countries, Governments as well as civil society,
including the private sector, are involved in these
processes. An encouraging development has been
the strengthening of civil society, including non-
governmental organizations and volunteers. In many
countries, this provides the means for people to work
together through partnerships with Governments,
thereby promoting and protecting common interests
and complementing the action of the public sector.
The promotion and protection of all human rights, in-
cluding the right to development, is an important ele-
ment in the promotion of social integration. In this
context, it is noted that the overall level of ratification
of international human rights instruments has in-
creased considerably since the World Summit for So-
cial Development; however, universal ratification has
not yet been achieved.

21. Governments have implemented a wide range
of policies and programmes to respond to the special
needs of vulnerable and disadvantaged groups and to
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strengthen their participation in development pro-
cesses through the provision of, inter alia, social serv-
ices, employment opportunities, credit, skill develop-
ment and training. However, further efforts in this
area are required.

22. The protection of immigrants and migrant
workers required the adoption of a broad range of tar-
geted policies. Governments were urged to ensure the
protection of the human rights and dignity of mi-
grants, irrespective of their legal status. Governments
were also urged to intensify efforts to provide basic so-
cial services, facilitate family reunification of docu-
mented migrants, promote social and economic inte-
gration of documented migrants, and ensure their
equal treatment before the law. There has not been
enough accession and ratification of the International
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Mi-
grant Workers and Members of Their Families for it to
come into force. Since the Summit, progress in imple-
menting international instruments on the protection
of migrants has been limited and problems concerning
the violation of the human rights of migrants have per-
sisted. In many parts of the world, migrants have been
subjected to discrimination and documented migrants
have not received adequate social protection.

23. Despite attempts to address the causes leading
to and the pressures resulting from the movement of
refugees and displaced persons, many countries, espe-
cially those hosting large refugee populations, have re-
quired international support to provide basic social
services.

24. While there has been incremental but uneven
movement towards equality and equity between
women and men in all regions of the world, the fact
remains that women are the most affected in times of
crisis and economic restructuring. Whereas many
countries have adopted national strategies on the im-
plementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform
for Action, including general policy recommendations
and specific plans of action, concrete progress in im-
proving the status of women and promoting gender
equality has been slow and uneven. All forms of vio-
lence against women and girls remain a persistent
problem for all countries and create obstacles to social
integration, hindering the advancement of gender
equality and the full enjoyment of human rights by
women.

25. There has been continued recognition that the
family is the basic unit of society and that it plays a key
role in social development and is a strong force of social
cohesion and integration. In different cultural, politi-
cal and social systems, various forms of the family exist.

26. The increase in violent conflicts, including
those around issues of local autonomy and ethnic iden-
tity, as well as conflicts over the distribution of re-
sources, have hampered social integration and di-
verted attention and resources from social and
economic development to conflict management. This
development has underlined the importance of social
integration and access to basic social services as preven-
tive measures against crises. Access to basic social serv-
ices in conflict situations and social integration in
post-conflict situations have also been underlined as
important preventive tools.

27. The obstacles to the realization of the right of
peoples to self-determination, in particular of peoples
living under colonial or other forms of alien domina-
tion or foreign occupation, have continued to adversely
affect the achievement of their social and economic de-
velopment.

28. In some countries, social development is ad-
versely affected by unilateral measures at variance with
international law and the Charter of the United Na-
tions that create obstacles to trade relations among
States, impede the full realization of social and eco-
nomic development and hinder the well-being of the
population in the affected countries.
Africa and the least developed countries

29. At the World Summit for Social Development,
Governments committed themselves to accelerating
the economic, social and human resources develop-
ment of Africa and the least developed countries.
Many of the objectives undertaken at the Summit have
yet to be fulfilled by the countries concerned and their
international partners, although in this regard donors
continue to support the efforts by Africa and the least
developed countries.

30. The deteriorating social and economic condi-
tion of the least developed countries requires priority
attention to the many international development com-
mitments towards those countries which have not been
met. Many least developed countries have seen their
share of official development assistance decrease, and
progress has not been achieved in fulfilling the agreed
target of earmarking 0.15 to 0.20 per cent of gross na-
tional product as official development assistance for
the least developed countries. Technical cooperation
provided by the United Nations and its affiliated agen-
cies has been cut back since the Summit.

31. African countries have made real efforts to im-
plement the commitments made at Copenhagen, but
internal and external constraints continue to make pro-
gress extremely difficult. The mobilization of re-
sources at the national and international levels to accel-
erate the economic and social development of Africa
and the least developed countries through a holistic ap-
proach is needed for the full implementation of the
commitments. Equitable access to education and
health services, income-earning opportunities, land,
credit, infrastructure and technology, as well as official
development assistance and debt reduction, are vital to
social development in Africa and the least developed
countries.

32. Social indicators in Africa show that the conti-
nent falls dramatically short of the targets set at the
Summit five years ago. About 90 per cent of countries
in sub-Saharan Africa will not meet the year 2000 goals
on child mortality. Life expectancy remained lower
than sixty years in forty-one of the fifty-three countries
during the period 1995-2000. The HIV/AIDS pandemic
is having severe social, economic, political and security
impacts in some of the hardest hit countries.

33. Progress has been achieved in the development
of democratic institutions in a number of countries.
Further progress needs to be made in Africa and the
least developed countries in strengthening institutions
which are transparent and accountable in order to
achieve faster economic and social development.
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34. In a rapidly globalizing economic world, Africa
continues to be marginalized. A persistent decline in
the international terms of trade for commodities ex-
ported from African countries has reduced real na-
tional income and savings to finance investment. The
external debt burden has drastically reduced resources
available for social development. Furthermore, prom-
ises made to provide official development assistance to
developing countries in general and the least devel-
oped countries in particular have not been fulfilled.
More concerted efforts and an internationally ena-
bling environment are necessary to integrate Africa as
well as the least developed countries into the world
economy.
Mobilization of resources for social development

35. The mobilization of domestic and international
resources for social development is an essential compo-
nent for the implementation of the commitments
made at the World Summit for Social Development in
Copenhagen. Since the Summit, reforms to promote
the effective and efficient utilization of existing re-
sources have received increasing attention. However,
inadequate national revenue generation and collec-
tion, combined with new challenges regarding social
services and social protection systems due, for instance,
to demographic changes and other factors, jeopardize
the financing of social services and social protection
systems in many countries. New budgeting and ac-
counting techniques have been adopted in several
countries. The involvement and cooperation of local
authorities, civil society and beneficiary communities
have been found to be valuable in raising efficiency in
the delivery of services.

36. In several countries and for various reasons, a
shift has been occurring in the modalities for financing
social protection away from universal, publicly pro-
vided coverage to income-based, targeted assistance.
Among those reasons are stagnant or declining public
revenues or the need to reduce fiscal deficits as well as
changing priorities for public expenditures. Also, the
need to create new employment opportunities and to
provide incentives for the unemployed or underem-
ployed and coverage for new social problems as well as
to address the specific needs of disadvantaged and
marginalized populations has motivated changes in so-
cial protection systems. In some countries, the princi-
ple of universal free provision of services, such as
health care, education and water supply, has been re-
placed by user fees and privatization and by more tar-
geted social service provision. However, in many coun-
tries, the impact of such measures, especially on the
poor and vulnerable, remains to be seen.

37. Despite the renewed commitment at the Sum-
mit by donor countries to meet the agreed target of 0.7
per cent of their gross national product for official de-
velopment assistance, overall official development
assistance has continued to decline. Only four coun-
tries now meet the agreed target, with one more coun-
try about to reach it. In the meantime, the relative role
of official development assistance within various forms
of financing for development has also been declining.
As a result of the Summit, however, earmarking of
funds for social development has been formulated
more explicitly in official development assistance pol-
icy. Official development assistance has been found to

be more effective when countries are committed to
growth-oriented strategies combined with poverty
eradication goals and strategies. Poverty eradication
through sustainable development is seen by most do-
nor countries as the main objective of development co-
operation. The Bretton Woods institutions have also
begun to pay more focused attention to the social devel-
opment dimension in their structural adjustment pro-
grammes and lending policies. This process is cur-
rently being further strengthened.

38. The 20/20 initiative has encouraged interested
Governments and donors to increase the amount of re-
sources earmarked for basic social services and to en-
hance equity and efficiency in their use. It has also em-
phasized the need for additional resources in order to
pursue effectively the social development agenda,
while highlighting the difficulties and limitations of
many countries, in particular developing countries, in
raising or reallocating domestic resources.

39. There is greater acceptance that the increasing
debt burden faced by the most indebted developing
countries is unsustainable and constitutes one of the
principal obstacles to achieving progress in people-
centred sustainable development and poverty eradica-
tion. For many developing countries, as well as coun-
tries with economies in transition, excessive debt
servicing has severely constrained their capacity to pro-
mote social development and provide basic services.
Although the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Debt
Initiative has the potential to reduce debt-servicing
costs significantly for the countries it covers, the fact re-
mains that it has so far benefited only a few of them.
This initiative has recently been strengthened to pro-
vide faster, deeper and broader debt relief, in the
context of poverty reduction strategies in which Gov-
ernments and civil society cooperate to make commit-
ments to utilize the financial benefits to alleviate pov-
erty. A few lender countries have adopted bilateral
debt-cancellation initiatives which go beyond the Heav-
ily Indebted Poor Countries Debt Initiative.

40. Microcredit and other financial instruments
provide financial and other services to people who are
often overlooked by the traditional banking sector,
thus trying to reach the poorest families. Women play a
very important role in such initiatives. Experience
shows that women are creditworthy and when they earn
an income they are able to contribute more directly to
the economy.

41. Since the Summit, the external debt problems
of the middle-income developing countries have crip-
pled their social development efforts. A need has
arisen for concerted national and international action
to address effectively the debt problems of middle-
income developing countries with a view to resolving
their potential long-term debt-sustainability problems.
Capacity-building to implement
social policies and programmes

42. Capacity-building is an important means of
creating a national political, socio-economic and legal
environment conducive to development and social pro-
gress. Member States have taken a number of actions to
enhance their capacities to achieve the goals of the
World Summit for Social Development, including
adopting long-term strategies for social development;
conducting national assessments of their institutional
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capacities; taking legislative action to create an ena-
bling environment; establishing partnerships with civil
society; involving people in the management of their
local affairs; mainstreaming a gender perspective into
policies and programmes; improving transparent and
accountable governance; strengthening the implemen-
tation, monitoring and evaluation of social policies,
programmes and projects; and providing technical co-
operation. However, the years since the Summit have
also been marked by growing constraints on the capac-
ity for public action. In some countries, increased con-
straints, including fiscal and political ones on Govern-
ments, have resulted in a reduction of the programmes
and activities of the State.

43. The State has an important role in the provision
of basic social services. However, in several countries,
the State is no longer the sole provider of social services
but rather the enabler of an overall favourable environ-
ment for social development, with increased responsi-
bility for ensuring equitable delivery of and access to
quality social services. This development has increased
the need for stronger public institutions to provide an
effective framework to ensure an equitable provision of
basic social services for all. It is also recognized that an
effective and accountable public sector is vital to ensur-
ing the provision of social services.

44. International cooperation has been a critical
element in the efforts of Governments towards
capacity-building for social development. Technical
cooperation, including that provided by the United
Nations, has been supportive of such efforts by Govern-
ments, although in many areas such cooperation
should be strengthened and broadened.
III. Further actions and initiatives to implement the

commitments made at the World Summit for So-
cial Development

1. Governments should adopt an integrated focus
in order to ensure that social development objectives
are incorporated in all areas of governmental
decision-making. In this connection, the General As-
sembly recommends taking the following further ini-
tiatives at the local, national, regional and internation-
al levels for the further implementation of the ten
commitments adopted at the World Summit for Social
Development as contained in the report of the Summit:

Commitment 1
To create an economic, political, social, cultural and
legal environment that will enable people to achieve
social development:

2. Governments, while designing and implement-
ing their development policies, should ensure that peo-
ple are placed at the centre of development. Therefore,
people must have the right and the ability to participate
fully in the social, economic and political life of their
societies. Our global drive for social development and
the recommendations for action contained in the pre-
sent document are made in a spirit of consensus and in-
ternational cooperation, in full conformity with the
purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations, recognizing that the formulation and imple-
mentation of strategies, policies, programmes and ac-
tions for social development are the responsibility of
each country and should take into account the diverse
economic, social and environmental conditions in each

country, with full respect for the various religious and
ethical values, cultural backgrounds and philosophical
convictions of its people, and in conformity with all hu-
man rights and fundamental freedoms. In this context,
international cooperation is essential for the full im-
plementation of social development programmes and
actions.

3. Make a renewed commitment to effective, trans-
parent and accountable governance and democratic in-
stitutions that are responsive to the needs of people
and enable them to take an active part in decision-
making about priorities, policies and strategies.

4. Reaffirm the crucial role of Government in ad-
vancing people-centred sustainable development
through actions to develop and maintain increased
equality and equity, including gender equality; mar-
kets which function efficiently within a framework of
ethical values; policies to eradicate poverty and en-
hance productive employment; universal and equal ac-
cess to basic social services; social protection; and sup-
port for disadvantaged and vulnerable groups.

5. Reaffirm, promote and strive to ensure the reali-
zation of the rights set out in relevant international in-
struments and declarations, such as the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights, the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the Dec-
laration on the Right to Development, including those
relating to education, food, shelter, employment,
health and information, particularly in order to assist
people living in poverty and to ensure the strengthen-
ing of national and local institutions in charge of their
implementation.

6. Urge the international community, particularly
creditor and debtor countries and pertinent interna-
tional financial institutions, to identify and implement
development-oriented and durable solutions to exter-
nal debt and debt-servicing problems of developing
countries, which constitute an element affecting the
development efforts and economic growth, inter alia,
through debt relief, including the option of debt can-
cellation within the framework of official development
assistance, and thereby strengthen the efforts of the
Governments of such countries to attain the full reali-
zation of the economic, social and cultural rights of
their people.

7. Enhance positive interaction among environ-
mental, economic and social policies as also being es-
sential for the successful attainment of Summit goals,
by promoting the coordinated and simultaneous con-
sideration of this objective in the process of policy for-
mulation and recognizing continuously the impact of
social, economic and financial policies on employment
and sustainable livelihoods, poverty and social devel-
opment.

8. Institute systems for ensuring the ex ante assess-
ment and continuous monitoring of the social impact
of economic policies at both the international and na-
tional levels, with a particular focus on the formulation
of macroeconomic policies for dealing with financial
crises and the design of economic reform programmes.

9. Develop national and, where appropriate, re-
gional guidelines, taking into account broad defini-
tions of productivity and efficiency, in order to under-
take comprehensive assessments of the social and
economic costs of unemployment and poverty to facili-
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tate appropriate strategies for employment generation
and poverty eradication.

10. Acknowledging that there is no single universal
path to achieving social development, and recognizing
the importance of Member States sharing information
on their national experiences and best practices in so-
cial development on the basis of equality and mutual
respect, request the Economic and Social Council to
consider, through the Commission for Social Develop-
ment, ways of sharing these experiences and practices
to assist Member States in the development of policies
to promote the goals of the Summit.

11. Strengthen the capacities of developing coun-
tries and countries with economies in transition to ad-
dress the obstacles that hinder their participation in an
increasingly globalized economy by:

(a) Stimulating and strengthening the industriali-
zation process in developing countries;

(b) Facilitating the transfer to developing countries
and countries with economies in transition of appropri-
ate technology, know-how, knowledge and information,
including for social development and capacity-building,
complementing efforts of these countries in this regard
through enhanced international cooperation, including
technical cooperation and adequate financial resources;

(c) Increasing and improving access of products
and services of developing countries to international
markets through, inter alia, the negotiated reduction
of tariff barriers and the elimination of non-tariff bar-
riers, which unjustifiably hinder trade of developing
countries, according to the multilateral trading system;

(d) Increasing and improving access of products
and services of countries with economies in transition
to international markets;

(e) Attaining, according to existing multilateral
trading rules, greater universality of the multilateral
trading system and accelerating the process directed
towards the further accession to the World Trade Or-
ganization of developing countries and countries with
economies in transition;

(f) Providing technical assistance bilaterally and
through the auspices of the World Trade Organization,
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment, the International Trade Centre and other or-
ganizations to developing countries and countries with
economies in transition for capacity-building and to
address the ability to trade, as well as to participate
effectively in international economic forums, and in in-
ternational trade negotiations, including the dispute
settlement mechanism of the World Trade Organiza-
tion.

12. Take steps with a view to the avoidance of and
refrain from any unilateral measure at variance with
international law and the Charter of the United Na-
tions that impedes the full achievement of economic
and social development by the population of the af-
fected countries, in particular women, children and
persons with special needs, that hinders their well-
being and that creates obstacles to the full enjoyment
of their human rights, including the right of everyone
to a standard of living adequate for their health and
well-being and their right to food, medical care and the
necessary social services. Ensure that food and medi-
cine are not used as tools for political pressure.

13. Reduce negative impacts of international finan-
cial turbulence on social and economic development,
inter alia, by:

(a) Improving preventive and other measures and
early warning capabilities to address the excessive vola-
tility of short-term capital flows, including considera-
tion, inter alia, of a temporary debt standstill;

(b) Enhancing institutional capacities at the na-
tional and international levels to improve transparency
of financial flows, and developing, strengthening and
enforcing regulatory frameworks for monitoring op-
erations, inter alia, to reduce the potential negative im-
pact of financial operations;

(c) Where appropriate, establishing or strengthen-
ing at the regional level intergovernmental coordina-
tion mechanisms in economic, financial and social
fields to promote economic and financial stability and
social development at that level;

(d) Providing technical assistance to developing
countries and countries with economies in transition to
strengthen their domestic capital markets and to en-
sure their proper regulation by national Governments;

(e) Taking measures to protect basic social services,
in particular education and health, in the policies and
programmes adopted by countries when dealing with
international financial crises;

(f) Acting to strengthen national institutions and
consultative mechanisms for economic policy formula-
tion, involving improved transparency and consulta-
tion with civil society;

(g) Encouraging international financial institu-
tions and other related mechanisms to be vigilant
about potential financial crises in countries, and assist
countries in developing their capacities to forestall and
mitigate crises with a view to providing a timely and
effective response.

14. Ensure the effective involvement of developing
countries and countries with economies in transition in
the international economic decision-making process
through, inter alia, greater participation in interna-
tional economic forums, ensuring transparency and
accountability of international financial institutions to
accord a central position for social development in
their policies and programmes.

15. Enhance development cooperation in order to
augment the productive potential of people in develop-
ing countries and to build the capacity, among others,
of the private sector to compete more effectively in the
global marketplace in order to create the basis for gen-
erating greater resources for social development.

16. Support the Cologne initiative for the reduction
of debt, particularly the speedy implementation of the
enhanced Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Debt Ini-
tiative, and welcome commitments to ensure that addi-
tional financing is mobilized to fully fund debt relief to
heavily indebted poor countries over the longer term
and the provision that funds saved should be used to
support anti-poverty programmes and social develop-
ment.

17. Bearing in mind that corporations must abide by
national legislation, encourage corporate social re-
sponsibility so that it contributes to social development
goals, inter alia, by:

(a) Promoting increased corporate awareness of the
interrelationship between social development and eco-
nomic growth;
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(b) Providing a legal, economic and social policy
framework that is just and stable to support and stimu-
late private sector initiatives aimed at achieving these
goals;

(c) Enhancing partnerships with business, trade
unions and civil society at the national level in support
of the goals of the Summit.

18. Take further effective measures to remove the
obstacles to the realization of the right of peoples to
self-determination, in particular peoples living under
colonial and foreign occupation, which continue to ad-
versely affect their economic and social development
and are incompatible with the dignity and worth of the
human person and must be combatted and eliminated.

19. Enhance international cooperation, including
burden-sharing, and coordination of humanitarian
assistance to countries affected by natural disasters and
other humanitarian emergencies and post-conflict
situations in ways that will be supportive of recovery
and long-term development.

20. Create and improve conditions to allow for the
voluntary repatriation of refugees in safety and dignity
to their countries of origin, and the voluntary and safe
return of internally displaced persons to their places of
origin and their smooth reintegration into their socie-
ties.

21. Encourage relevant bodies of the United Nations
system to address the issue of corruption which under-
mines the efforts made and efficient use of resources for
social development, and in that context take note of the
recommendation of the Commission on Crime Preven-
tion and Criminal Justice that the General Assembly
adopt a resolution to start the elaboration of an effective
international legal instrument against corruption, and
encourage relevant bodies of the United Nations system
to give it serious consideration.

22. Encourage the ongoing work on a draft conven-
tion against transnational organized crime and the ad-
ditional protocols thereto, with a view to the speedy
finalization of this work.

23. Give proper consideration to urgent and effec-
tive measures regarding the issue of the social and hu-
manitarian impact of sanctions, in particular on
women and children, with a view to minimizing social
and humanitarian effects of sanctions.

24. Support countries with economies in transition
to establish effective regulatory environments, includ-
ing adequate legal frameworks and institutions, to de-
velop progressive and efficient tax systems to provide
adequate resources for social development, and to bet-
ter utilize existing material and labour resources, inter
alia, by implementing measures to reduce the social
costs of transition, in particular in order to reverse the
trend of cuts in public spending for social services, and
encouraging efforts to integrate non-governmental or-
ganizations, trade unions, employer organizations and
other organizations of civil society into the operation
of social policy.

Commitment 2
To eradicate poverty in the world, through decisive
national actions and international cooperation, as an
ethical, social, political and economic imperative of
humankind:

25. Place poverty eradication at the centre of eco-
nomic and social development and build consensus

with all relevant actors at all levels on policies and
strategies to reduce the proportion of people living in
extreme poverty by one half by the year 2015 with a view
to eradicating poverty.

26. Urge countries that have not yet done so to in-
corporate goals and targets for combating poverty into
their national strategies for socio-economic develop-
ment and to adjust their national strategies, as appro-
priate to the country context, by striving to establish or
strengthen institutional mechanisms that ensure a
multisectoral approach to poverty eradication, and en-
hancing the capacity of local government to address
poverty while maintaining accountability, both to the
central Government for funds allocated by it and to the
constituents concerning the use of those funds.

27. In the context of comprehensive national strate-
gies on poverty eradication, integrate policies at all lev-
els, including economic and fiscal policies, capacity-
building and institution-building, giving priority to
investments in education and health, social protection
and basic social services, in order to help to empower
people living in poverty, by:

(a) Promoting coherence between national and in-
ternational strategies and programmes to combat pov-
erty at all levels;

(b) Assisting developing countries in improving ca-
pacities for poverty-related data collection and analy-
sis, which is necessary for formulation of poverty re-
duction policies;

(c) Ensuring that macroeconomic policies reflect
and fully integrate, inter alia, employment growth and
poverty reduction goals;

(d) Encouraging Governments to re-evaluate, as ap-
propriate, their national fiscal policies, including pro-
gressive tax mechanisms, with the aim of reducing in-
come inequalities and promoting social equity;

(e) Restructuring public expenditure policies to
make them more efficient, transparent and with clear
lines of accountability to maximize their impact on
poverty eradication;

(f) Improving access for people living in poverty to
productive resources by implementing measures, such
as skills training and microcredit schemes;

(g) Using employment policies, including self-
employment, to reduce poverty;

(h) Encouraging the growth of small and medium-
sized enterprises by formulating a consistent, long-
term policy to support such enterprises, and by, inter
alia, furthering access to capital and credit, promoting
training opportunities and appropriate technology, re-
ducing bureaucratic regulations, promoting gender
equality and labour standards, and fostering improved
access of small and medium-sized enterprises to con-
tracts for infrastructure projects;

(i) Devising ways and means to allow for better ac-
knowledgement of the nature of the informal sector so
as to evaluate its share in the national economy and,
where appropriate, to improve its productivity by in-
creasing training and access to capital, including mi-
crocredit, to progressively improve working conditions
through respect for basic workers' rights, to enhance
social protection and to facilitate its eventual integra-
tion into the formal economy;

(j) Establishing, strengthening and expanding mi-
crocredit and other financial instruments adapted to
the needs and potentials of marginalized people and
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vulnerable groups in order to make microcredit avail-
able to a greater number of people, particularly
women, and disadvantaged groups, especially people
living in poverty, and to make information and training
on its effective operation and benefits widely available;

(k) Encouraging and facilitating the development
of cooperatives, where appropriate;

(l) Encouraging sustainable rural development, es-
pecially in areas low in agricultural potential;

(m) Expanding advisory services and technical
assistance in the areas of agriculture, including animal
husbandry and fisheries, and promoting small busi-
nesses and self-employment for rural workers, in par-
ticular women, in the light of increasing rural poverty,
landlessness and rural-urban migration, and, similarly,
promoting industrialization in rural areas for employ-
ment generation;

(n) Developing and promoting institutional capaci-
ties (e.g., by management training);

(o) Ensuring a gender equality perspective at all lev-
els and taking measures to counteract the feminization
of poverty, keeping in mind the potential role of
women and girls in poverty eradication;

(p) Promoting participatory poverty assessments as
well as social impact assessments which include sex, age
and relevant socio-economic categories, defining, inter
alia, the extent and localization of poverty and the
groups most severely affected, in order to design anti-
poverty strategies;

(q) Targeting the special needs of vulnerable and
disadvantaged groups;

(r) Supporting initiatives that help to empower peo-
ple living in poverty, especially female heads of house-
holds, and promote their capacities for self-
organization to enable them to better utilize available
opportunities, basic social services and productive re-
sources;

(s) Ensuring community participation in the for-
mulation and implementation of poverty reduction
strategies and programmes with a view to increasing
people's self-reliance and promoting a holistic ap-
proach to the various needs of the people. Civil society
can play an important role in cooperation with national
Governments in planning, organizing and providing
basic social services;

(t) Ensuring access for all to basic social services,
even during financial crises;

(u) Using health policies as an instrument for pov-
erty eradication, along the lines of the World Health
Organization strategy on poverty and health, develop-
ing sustainable and effectively managed pro-poor
health systems which focus on the major diseases and
health problems affecting the poor, achieving greater
equity in health financing, and also taking into account
the provision of and universal access to high-quality
primary health care throughout the life cycle, includ-
ing sexual and reproductive health care, not later than
2015, as well as health education programmes, clean
water and safe sanitation, nutrition, food security and
immunization programmes;

(v) Encouraging decentralization in the delivery of
basic social services as a means of responding more ef-
ficiently to the needs of the people.

28. Develop and implement sustainable pro-poor
growth strategies that enhance the potential and in-
crease the ability of women and men living in poverty

to improve their lives; such strategies could include im-
proving access to productive resources and microfi-
nance and establishing programmes to raise productiv-
ity and improve knowledge, skills and capabilities.

29. Share best practices on how to establish or im-
prove social protection systems covering risks that can-
not be mastered by the beneficiaries themselves and
trap people into poverty, ensuring access to social pro-
tection, including social safety nets, for people living in
poverty, and promoting the role of systems of self-help
and mutual benefits, including small, community-
based innovative schemes, thereby supporting social
cohesion and contributing to more universal and com-
prehensive systems of protection, taking into account
country-specific circumstances, by:

(a) Exploring ways and means, supported by re-
sources, including, as appropriate, through the reallo-
cation of resources and financial assistance from do-
nors, to develop social protection systems for
vulnerable, unprotected and uninsured people, and in
this context call upon the International Labour
Organization and other relevant international organi-
zations, within their mandates, to render technical
assistance to developing countries and countries with
economies in transition, upon their request;

(b) Developing, as required, new mechanisms to en-
sure the sustainability of these systems in the appropri-
ate country context, especially that of ageing popula-
tions and increased unemployment.

30. Improve national capacity to address hunger,
malnutrition and food insecurity at the household
level, in cooperation with the World Food Programme,
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations and other concerned agencies, in particular by
recognizing and supporting women in their pivotal
role in providing food security. In this regard, call
upon Governments which have not done so to place
food security as an essential element of their poverty
eradication strategies and social policies.

31. Encourage international support to countries
with economies in transition in order to assist them in:

(a) Combining universal coverage of social services,
with targeted assistance to the most vulnerable groups
to ease the pain of transition;

(b) Implementing policies to involve those individ-
uals marginalized by the transition and to overcome ex-
clusion and further deprivation;

(c) Maintaining adequate social programmes.

Commitment 3
To promote the goal of full employment as a basic pri-
ority of economic and social policies, and to enable all
men and women to attain secure and sustainable liveli-
hoods through freely chosen productive employment
and work:

32. Reassess, as appropriate, their macroeconomic
policies with the aim of greater employment genera-
tion and reduction in the poverty level while striving
for and maintaining low inflation rates.

33. Create an enabling environment for social dia-
logue by ensuring effective representation and partici-
pation of workers' and employers' organizations in or-
der to contribute to the development of policies for
achieving broad-based social progress.

34. Expand opportunities for productive employ-
ment, including self-employment, with particular
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focus on small and medium-sized enterprises, by in-
vesting in the development of human resources, entre-
preneurship and employability, especially through
education, vocational and management training,
occupational safety and health, and by, inter alia,
strengthening technical cooperation and cooperation
with the private sector in this area.

35. Support the comprehensive International La-
bour Organization programme on decent work, which
includes promoting equal opportunities for all women
and men, including persons with disabilities, to obtain
decent and productive work, with full respect for the
basic rights of workers as defined by relevant Interna-
tional Labour Organization and other international in-
struments, including prohibitions on forced labour
and child labour, safeguarding of the rights of free-
dom of association and collective bargaining, equal re-
muneration for women and men for work of equal
value, and non-discrimination in employment, and im-
proving social protection and promoting social dia-
logue.

36. Recognize the need to elaborate a coherent and
coordinated international strategy on employment to
increase opportunities for people to achieve sustain-
able livelihoods and gain access to employment, and in
this connection support the convening of a world em-
ployment forum by the International Labour Organi-
zation in 2001.

37. Invite the International Labour Organization to
facilitate a coordinated exchange of best practices in
the field of employment policies to stimulate and ex-
pand employment generation, reduce unemployment,
enhance the quality of work and improve labour-
market and employment services.

38. Improve the quality of work and level of em-
ployment, inter alia, by:

(a) Making continued efforts towards ratifying—
where they have not done so—and fully implementing
the International Labour Organization conventions
concerning basic rights of workers, namely, freedom of
association and the effective recognition of the right to
organize and bargain collectively, the elimination of all
forms of forced or compulsory labour, the effective
abolition of child labour and the elimination of dis-
crimination in respect of employment and occupation;

(b) Strongly considering the ratification and full
implementation of other International Labour Or-
ganization conventions concerning the employment
rights of minors, women, youth, persons with disabili-
ties, migrants and indigenous people;

(c) Respecting, promoting and realizing the princi-
ples contained in the International Labour Organiza-
tion Declaration on Fundamental Principles and
Rights at Work and its Follow-up;

(d) Supporting and participating in the global cam-
paign for the immediate elimination of the worst forms
of child labour, including by promoting universal rati-
fication and implementation of International Labour
Organization Convention No. 182 concerning the Pro-
hibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of
the Worst Forms of Child Labour;

(e) Promoting safe and healthy settings at work in
order to improve working conditions and to reduce the
impact on individuals and health-care systems of occu-
pational accidents and diseases.

39. Ensure effective and comprehensive action to
eliminate harmful child labour, inter alia, by designing
and implementing national plans of action; ensuring
access to basic education; strengthening employment
and income-earning opportunities for families of child
workers; giving special attention to the girl child; pro-
moting cooperation among Governments, employers'
and workers' organizations, families of child workers
and civil society; and stressing the need for close co-
operation among the International Labour Organiza-
tion, the United Nations Children's Fund, the World
Bank and other relevant actors.

40. Call upon relevant organizations of the United
Nations system to provide national Governments with
technical assistance in a coordinated manner in order
to help them in their efforts to promote social develop-
ment and achieve the goals of poverty eradication, full
employment and social integration, including gender
equality.

41. Encourage the private sector to respect basic
worker rights as reaffirmed in the International La-
bour Organization Declaration on the Fundamental
Principles and Rights at Work and its Follow-up.

42. Improve methods for collection and analysis of
basic employment data, disaggregated by, inter alia,
age, sex and relevant socio-economic categories, as ap-
propriate in the country context, including with regard
to the informal, agricultural and service sectors and
new forms of employment, and assess the feasibility of
developing and improving mechanisms to measure un-
remunerated work.

43. Consider the possibility of a major event on the
informal sector in the year 2002, to be organized by the
International Labour Organization.

44. Invite the International Labour Organization
to help Member States, upon their request, to extend a
range of support measures to informal sector workers,
including legal rights, social protection and access to
credit.

45. Devise and strengthen the modalities of cover-
age of social protection systems, as appropriate, to
meet the needs of people engaged in flexible forms of
employment.

46. Wherever appropriate, adopt and/or strength-
en legislation or other mechanisms for determining
minimum wages.

47. Ensure that migrant workers benefit from the
protection provided by relevant national and interna-
tional instruments, take concrete and effective meas-
ures against the exploitation of migrant workers, and
encourage all countries to consider the ratification and
full implementation of the relevant international in-
struments on migrant workers, including the Interna-
tional Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All
Migrant Workers and Members of their Families.

48. Undertake appropriate measures, in co-
operation with employers' and workers' organizations,
as well as other relevant actors of civil society, to address
the specific employment issues of youth, ageing work-
ers, persons with disabilities, single parents and long-
term unemployed, with particular regard to women,
including:

(a) Improving access to new technologies, vocational
training and counselling, implementing programmes
for job placement and facilitating the acquisition of
work experience, including on-the-job training, as well
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as by the recognition of work experience acquired
through voluntary activities and unpaid work;

(b) Promoting lifelong learning and access to la-
bour market information, and tailoring programmes
to meet the specific needs of those groups in the acqui-
sition of skills required in the knowledge-based econ-
omy;

(c) Involving the private sector in skill training pro-
grammes;

(d) Adapting and improving access of youth to tech-
nical, secondary and higher education curricula, to
meet the needs of a rapidly changing labour market,
and easing transition between learning and work;

(e) Enabling older workers to remain and actively
participate in working life.

49. Promote gender equality and eliminate gender
discrimination in the labour market by:

(a) Promoting the principles of equal remunera-
tion and the elimination of discrimination, and
strongly considering ratifying International Labour
Organization Conventions No. 100 concerning Equal
Remuneration for Men and Women Workers for Work
of Equal Value, and No. 111 concerning Discrimina-
tion in Respect of Employment and Occupation and
fully implementing them once ratified;

(b) Ensuring the right to equal pay for equal work or
work of equal value for women and men;

(c) Assisting women and men in reconciling em-
ployment and family responsibilities, inter alia, by
flexible working arrangements, including parental
voluntary part-time employment and work-sharing, as
well as accessible and affordable quality child-care and
dependant-care facilities, paying particular attention
to the needs of single-parent households.

Commitment 4
To promote social integration by fostering societies
that are stable, safe and just and that are based on the
promotion and protection of all human rights, as well
as on non-discrimination, tolerance, respect for diver-
sity, equality of opportunity, solidarity, security and
participation of all people, including disadvantaged
and vulnerable groups and persons:

50. Strengthen mechanisms for the participation of
all people, and promote cooperation and dialogue
among all levels of government and civil society as con-
tributions to social integration.

51. Strengthen support for civil society, including
community organizations working with groups with
special needs, and accelerate the implementation of
United Nations instruments relating to those groups,
encouraging sustained investment in social institu-
tions and social capital and enhancing social networks,
particularly with respect to people living in poverty
and other marginalized groups.

52. Ensure an enabling environment for civil soci-
ety organizations, inter alia, to facilitate their participa-
tion in the delivery of social services in a coordinated,
democratic, transparent and accountable manner.
Efforts should also be made to facilitate the contribu-
tion of civil society organizations, particularly from de-
veloping countries, to relevant international forums.

53. Promote the effective participation and contri-
bution of disadvantaged and vulnerable groups and
persons when drawing up legislation and programmes
for poverty eradication and social inclusion.

54. Promote the contribution that voluntarism can
make to the creation of caring societies as an additional
mechanism in the promotion of social integration. The
Commission for Social Development is invited to con-
sider the issue in 2001, the International Year of Volun-
teers.

55. Promote the involvement of volunteers in social
development, inter alia, by encouraging Governments,
taking into account the views of all actors, to develop
comprehensive strategies and programmes, by raising
public awareness about the value and opportunities of
voluntarism, and by facilitating an enabling environ-
ment for individuals and other actors of civil society to
engage in voluntary activities and for the private sector
to support such activities.

56. Recognize that the family is the basic unit of so-
ciety and that it plays a key role in social development
and is a strong force of social cohesion and integration.
In different cultural, political and social systems, vari-
ous forms of the family exist. Further recognize that
equality and equity between women and men and re-
spect for the rights of all family members are essential
for family well-being and for society at large, and pro-
mote appropriate actions to meet the needs of families
and their individual members, particularly in the areas
of economic support and provision of social services.
Greater attention should be paid to helping the family
in its supporting, educating and nurturing roles, to the
causes and consequences of family disintegration, and
to the adoption of measures to reconcile work and fam-
ily life for women and men.

57. Encourage the media, including via the Internet
and other forms of information technology, to contrib-
ute to the promotion of social integration by adopting
inclusive and participatory approaches in the produc-
tion, dissemination and use of information, including
by its accessibility to disadvantaged and marginalized
groups.

58. While recognizing the positive role of the media
and information technology, including the Internet,
identify and take measures to counter the increasing
dissemination of child pornography and other obscene
materials, intolerance, including religious intolerance,
hatred, racism, discrimination based on sex and age and
the incitement to violence through the media and infor-
mation technology, including the Internet.

59. Ensure that education at all levels promotes all
human rights and fundamental freedoms, tolerance,
peace, understanding of and respect for cultural diver-
sity and solidarity in a globally interdependent world,
as expressed in the Declaration and Programme of Ac-
tion on a Culture of Peace, as well as in the context of
the United Nations Year of Dialogue among Civiliza-
tions (2001), the United Nations Decade for Human
Rights Education and the Third Decade to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination.

60. Eliminate all forms of discrimination, includ-
ing racial discrimination, xenophobia and related
intolerance, and in this context support the imple-
mentation of the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and
the convening of the World Conference against Rac-
ism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related
Intolerance, to be held in South Africa in 2001.

61. Ensure continued and intensified action to com-
bat all forms of gender-based violence, and recognize
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that violence against women, whether in private or
public life, both violates and impairs or nullifies the en-
joyment by women of their human rights and funda-
mental freedoms.

62. Recognize the contribution of indigenous peo-
ple to society, promote ways of giving them greater re-
sponsibility for their own affairs, inter alia, by:

(a) Seeking means of giving them effective voice in
decisions directly affecting them;

(b) Encouraging United Nations agencies within
their respective mandates to take effective program-
matic measures for engaging indigenous people in
matters relevant to their interests and concerns.

63. Encourage the ongoing work on a draft declara-
tion on the rights of indigenous people with the aim of
achieving completion prior to the conclusion of the In-
ternational Decade on the World's Indigenous People
in 2004, and support the establishment of a United Na-
tions permanent forum to discuss indigenous issues,
within the mandate of the Economic and Social Coun-
cil, relating to economic and social development, cul-
ture, the environment, education, health and human
rights.

64. Exchange views and information on national
experience and best practices in designing and imple-
menting policies and programmes on ageing, and in
promoting full integration and continued participa-
tion of older persons in society as full actors in the de-
velopment process, and in this context support the con-
vening of the Second World Assembly on Ageing, to be
held in Spain in the year 2002.

65. Support, on an urgent basis, research on the ac-
tual and projected situation of older persons, particu-
larly in developing countries, especially on their pro-
ductive role and contributions to development, in
order to contribute significantly to the revision of the
International Plan of Action on Ageing at the Second
World Assembly on Ageing.

66. Expand the range of policies and measures, in-
ter alia, by promoting the implementation of the
Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities
for Persons with Disabilities, to empower persons with
disabilities to play their full role in society. Special at-
tention should be given to women and children with
disabilities and to persons with developmental, mental
and psychiatric disabilities.

67. Ensure access to employment for persons with
disabilities through the organization and design of the
workplace environment, and improve their employabil-
ity through measures which enhance education and ac-
quisition of skills, through rehabilitation within the
community wherever possible and other direct meas-
ures, which may include incentives to enterprises to
employ people with disabilities.

68. Intensify efforts to ensure the protection of the
human rights and dignity of migrants irrespective of
their legal status, the social and economic integration
of documented migrants, the provision of effective pro-
tection for migrants, particularly by implementing the
relevant provisions of the Vienna Convention on Con-
sular Relations, the provision of basic social services,
the facilitation of family reunification of documented
migrants and their equal treatment under the law.

69. Promote measures, at the national and interna-
tional levels, to prevent trafficking and illegal trans-
port of migrants and trafficking in persons, particu-

larly women and children, for the purposes of
prostitution, economic exploitation and any other
form of exploitation, such as domestic servitude and
bonded labour. Develop clear penalties for trafficking
in persons and trafficking and illegal transport of mi-
grants, backed by effective administrative procedures
and laws, ensuring the punishment of those who have
been convicted of such crimes.

70. Finalize as soon as possible the trafficking and
smuggling protocols which are currently being negoti-
ated in Vienna by the Ad Hoc Committee on the Elabo-
ration of a Convention against Transnational Organ-
ized Crime.

71. Support the efforts of the United Nations Inter-
national Drug Control Programme to implement its
mandate, within the framework of international drug
control treaties and the outcome of the twentieth spe-
cial session of the General Assembly devoted to com-
bating the world drug problem, in a balanced and
comprehensive approach, which includes reducing de-
mand, fighting trafficking and reducing the supply of
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances.

72. Recognize that stable, supportive and nurtur-
ing family relationships, supported by communities
and, where available, professional services, can provide
a vital shield against substance abuse, particularly
among minors. Schools and the media, inter alia,
through the use of information technologies, includ-
ing the Internet, should be encouraged to provide
young people with information on the dangers of sub-
stance abuse and addiction and on how to seek help.

73. Recognize that the consumption of tobacco and
the abuse of alcohol, especially by young women and
men, pose a major threat to health, and support the
development in each country of comprehensive pro-
grammes to reduce the consumption of tobacco, expo-
sure to environmental tobacco smoke and the abuse of
alcohol.

74. Further strengthen the effectiveness of organi-
zations and mechanisms working for the prevention
and peaceful resolution of conflicts and to address
their social roots and consequences.

75. Strengthen the capability of relevant United
Nations bodies, within their respective mandates, to
promote measures for social integration in their post-
conflict management strategies and activities, includ-
ing in their research, analyses, training and opera-
tional activities, so as to better address trauma recovery,
rehabilitation, reconciliation and reconstruction in
post-conflict situations, inter alia, by promoting par-
ticipatory development initiatives. Greater attention
should be given to children, including unaccompanied
refugee minors, displaced children, children sepa-
rated from their families, those acting as soldiers and
those involved in armed conflicts.

Commitment 5
To promote full respect for human dignity and to
achieve equality and equity between women and men,
and to recognize and enhance the participation and
leadership roles of women in political, civil, eco-
nomic, social and cultural life and in development:

76. Promote the full enjoyment of all human rights
and fundamental freedoms by all women and girls as
one of the prerequisites of gender equality. Govern-
ments should ensure that the human rights of women
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and girls are respected, protected and promoted
through the development, implementation and effect-
ive enforcement of gender-sensitive policies and legis-
lation.

77. The elimination of discrimination against
women and their empowerment and full participation
in all areas of life and at all levels should be priority ob-
jectives at the national as well as at the international lev-
els and an intrinsic part of social development. Equita-
ble social development requires full respect for human
dignity, equality and equity between women and men,
and the mainstreaming of gender considerations in all
levels of policy-making and in the planning of pro-
grammes and projects. Despite some progress, gender
mainstreaming is not yet universal, and gender-based
inequality continues in many areas of most societies.

78. Take fully into account and implement the out-
come of the twenty-third special session of the General
Assembly entitled "Women 2000: gender equality, de-
velopment and peace for the twenty-first century".

79. Ensure gender mainstreaming in the imple-
mentation of each of the further initiatives related to
each of the commitments made at the World Summit
for Social Development, considering the specific roles
and needs of women in all areas of social development,
inter alia, by evaluating the gender implications of pro-
posals and taking action to correct situations in which
women are disadvantaged. The use of positive or af-
firmative action and empowerment programmes is
commended to both Governments and international
organizations.

80. Strengthen national efforts, including with
assistance from the international community, to pro-
mote the empowerment of women, inter alia, by:

(a) Closing the gender gap in primary and secon-
dary education by 2005 and ensuring free compulsory
and universal primary education for both girls and
boys by 2015;

(b) Increasing the access of women and girls to all
levels and forms of education;

(c) Achieving a 50 per cent improvement in levels of
adult literacy by 2015, especially for women;

(d) Increasing the participation of women and
bringing about a balanced representation of women
and men in all sectors and occupations in the labour
market and closing the gender gap in earnings;

(e) Ensuring the reduction of maternal morbidity
and mortality as a health sector priority;

(f) Eliminating all forms of violence against
women, in the domestic as well as in the public sphere;

(g) Promoting programmes to enable women and
men to reconcile their work and family responsibilities
and to encourage men to share equally with women
household and child care responsibilities.

81. Promote international cooperation to support
regional and national efforts in the development and
use of gender-related analysis and statistics, inter alia,
by providing national statistical offices, upon their re-
quest, with institutional and financial support in order
to enable them to respond to requests for data disag-
gregated by sex and age for use by national Govern-
ments in the formulation of gender-sensitive statistical
indicators for monitoring and policy and programme
impact assessment, as well as to undertake regular stra-
tegic surveys.

82. Support Governments in their efforts to insti-
tute action-oriented programmes and measures to ac-
celerate the full implementation of the Copenhagen
Programme of Action and the Beijing Platform for Ac-
tion, with time-bound targets and/or measurable goals
and evaluation methods, including gender-impact as-
sessments, with the full participation of women for
measuring and analysing progress.

83. Consider signing and ratifying the Optional
Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women.

84. Increased efforts are needed to provide equal
access to education, health, and social services and to
ensure the rights of women and girls to education and
the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of
physical and mental health and well-being throughout
the life cycle, as well as adequate, affordable and uni-
versally accessible health care and services, including
as regards sexual and reproductive health, particularly
in the face of the HIV/AIDS pandemic; they are also
needed with regard to the growing proportion of older
women.

85. Ensure that the reduction of maternal morbid-
ity and mortality is a health sector priority and that
women have ready access to essential obstetric care,
well-equipped and adequately staffed maternal health-
care services, skilled attendants at delivery, emergency
obstetric care, effective referral and transport to higher
levels of care, when necessary, post-partum care and
family planning, in order to, inter alia, promote safe
motherhood, and give priority attention to measures to
prevent, detect and treat breast, cervical and ovarian
cancer and osteoporosis, and sexually transmitted in-
fections, including HIV/AIDS.

Commitment 6
To promote and attain the goals of universal and equi-
table access to quality education, the highest attain-
able standard of physical and mental health, and the
access of all to primary health care, making particular
efforts to rectify inequalities relating to social condi-
tions, without distinction as to race, national origin,
gender, age or disability, respecting and promoting
our common and particular cultures, striving to
strengthen the role of culture in development, pre-
serving the essential bases of people-centred sus-
tainable development, and contributing to the full
development of human resources and to social
development, with the purpose of eradicating poverty,
promoting full and productive employment and fos-
tering social integration:

86. Recognize the primary responsibility of Gov-
ernments for providing or ensuring access to basic so-
cial services for all; develop sustainable, pro-poor
health and education systems by promoting commu-
nity participation in planning and managing basic so-
cial services, including health promotion and disease
prevention; and diversify approaches to meet local
needs, to the extent possible, utilizing local skills and
resources.

87. Ensure appropriate and effective expenditure
of resources for universal access to basic education and
primary health care, within the country context, in rec-
ognition of the positive impact this can have on eco-
nomic and social development, with particular efforts



1028 Economic and social questions

to target the special needs of vulnerable and disadvan-
taged groups.

88. Improve the performance of health-care sys-
tems, in particular at the primary health-care level, by
broadening access to health care.

89. Make basic health services available to all mem-
bers of society and, where appropriate, explore the
possibility of promoting non-profit community-based
health insurance programmes among possible meth-
ods to support the Government in the promotion of ac-
cessible primary health care for all.

90. Encourage new action at the international level,
including examining the feasibility of proclaiming a
United Nations literacy decade, to support national
efforts to achieve universal access to basic education
and primary health services for all by the year 2015.

91. Invite international organizations, in particular
the international financial institutions, according to
their mandates, to keep in mind the overall objective of
facilitating long-term development to support national
health and education programmes.

92. Reaffirm the Dakar Framework for Action on
Education for All, adopted at the World Education Fo-
rum, held in Dakar from 26 to 28 April 2000, to develop
or strengthen national strategies or action plans at the
appropriate level to promote its goals: to ensure that by
2015 all children, particularly girls and children in dif-
ficult circumstances or with special needs, including
children with disabilities, have access to and complete
free and compulsory primary education of good qual-
ity; to improve early childhood care and education; to
ensure access to appropriate learning, life skills and
citizenship programmes; to achieve a 50 per cent im-
provement in levels of adult literacy; to improve the
quality of education; and to take action to eliminate
gender disparities and to ensure that girls and women
have full and equal access to education.

93. Recognize that achieving education for all will
require additional financial support by countries and
increased development assistance and debt relief for
education by bilateral and multilateral donors, esti-
mated to cost on the order of $8 billion a year. It is
therefore essential that new, concrete financial com-
mitments be made by national Governments and also
by bilateral and multilateral donors, including the
World Bank and the regional development banks, by
civil society and by foundations.

94. Take measures to better acknowledge and sup-
port the work of teachers and other educational
personnel, including, where appropriate, improved
compensation and benefits, relevant training and re-
training programmes, human resource and career de-
velopment strategies, and measures to encourage
teachers' sustained contributions to quality education.

95. Encourage and assist developing countries and
others in need in building capacities for secondary and
tertiary education, as well as in training students in the
skills and technologies necessary for effective partici-
pation in the modern, knowledge-based global econ-
omy, and promote international exchanges in the field
of education so as to foster greater self-reliance in
meeting the challenges of social and economic devel-
opment and to increase sensitivity for and better un-
derstanding of all cultures and awareness of global
issues.

96. Take all appropriate measures to ensure that in-
fectious and parasitic diseases, such as malaria, tuber-
culosis, leprosy and Schistosomiasis, neither continue
to take their devastating toll nor impede economic and
social progress; and strengthen national and interna-
tional efforts to combat these diseases, inter alia,
through capacity-building in the developing countries
with the cooperation of the World Health Organiza-
tion, including support for research centres.

97. Take multisectoral measures at the national
level to enable all women and men, including young
people, to protect themselves and others against, and
be protected from, HIV infection in order to counteract
the devastating impact of the epidemic on personal, so-
cial and economic development. It is particularly im-
portant to protect the dignity and the human rights of
and improve the quality of life for people living with
HIV/AIDS. Measures to enhance prevention and ad-
dress the consequences of the transmission of HIV/
AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections may
include:

(a) Strengthening health-care services, including
sexual and reproductive health;

(b) Strengthening information, education and com-
munication campaigns to raise awareness of HIV/AIDS
and to promote safe and responsible sexual behaviour,
in full partnership with youth, parents, families, edu-
cators and health-care providers;

(c) Training health-care providers in all areas of
prevention and control of HIV/AIDS and sexually trans-
mitted infections, and giving special attention to the
avoidance of contaminating equipment and blood
products, the need to ensure a safe blood supply and
the avoidance of reusing or sharing needles among in-
jecting drug users;

(d) Developing and implementing strategies to pre-
vent mother-to-child transmission;

(e) Promoting analyses of the political, cultural, so-
cial, economic and legal aspects of HIV/AIDS in order
to develop strategies and measures to address the epi-
demic and its impact on national development;

(f) Providing social and educational support to
communities, households, orphans and children
affected by HIV/AIDS.

98. Strengthen political commitment and efforts at
the international and national levels against HIV/AIDS,
with a focus on developing countries and countries
with economies in transition, through partnership
among the Joint United Nations Programme on Hu-
man Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired Immunode-
ficiency Syndrome (HIV/AIDS) and its co-sponsors, bi-
lateral donors, Governments and non-governmental
organizations, including youth organizations, and the
private sector, based on a multisectoral approach en-
compassing, among other things, education and pre-
vention programmes and services, care, including pre-
natal care, access to affordable medications and other
pharmaceutical agents, and support for people living
with HIV/AIDS, including home-based care, family
planning programmes and the empowerment of
women.

99. Provide support to countries with economies in
transition to revitalize systems of primary health care
and to promote more vigorous campaigns for health
education and the promotion of healthy lifestyles.
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100. Encourage, at all levels, arrangements and in-
centives to mobilize commercial enterprises, especially
in pharmaceuticals, to invest in research aimed at find-
ing remedies that can be provided at affordable prices
for diseases that particularly afflict people in develop-
ing countries, and invite the World Health Organiza-
tion to consider improving partnerships between the
public and private sectors in the area of health research.

101. Recognize the right of everyone to the enjoy-
ment of the highest attainable standards of physical
and mental health as contained in relevant internation-
al human rights instruments as well as in the Constitu-
tion of the World Health Organization. Further recog-
nize the critical importance of access to essential
medicines at affordable prices. Acknowledge the con-
tribution of intellectual property rights to promote
further research, development and distribution of
drugs, and the fact that these intellectual property
rights should contribute to the mutual advantage of
producers and users of technological knowledge and in
a manner conducive to social and economic welfare.
Agree that Member States may freely exercise, consis-
tent with national laws and international agreements
acceded to, in an unrestricted manner, the options
available to them under international agreements to
protect and advance access to life-saving, essential
medicines.

102. Invite the World Health Organization, in col-
laboration with the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development, the World Trade Organiza-
tion and other concerned agencies, to help to strength-
en the capacities of the developing countries, particu-
larly the least developed countries, to analyse the
consequences of agreements on trade in health services
for health equity and the ability to meet the health
needs of people living in poverty, and to develop poli-
cies to ensure the promotion and protection of national
health services.

103. Invite the World Health Organization to coop-
erate with Governments, at their request, and with in-
ternational organizations, in monitoring and analysing
the pharmaceutical and public health implications of
relevant international agreements, including trade
agreements, so that Governments can effectively assess
and subsequently develop pharmaceutical and health
policies and regulatory measures that address their
concerns and priorities, and can maximize the positive
and mitigate the negative impact of those agreements.

104. Invite the organizations of the United Nations
system to cooperate with the World Health Organiza-
tion to integrate the health dimension into their poli-
cies and programmes, in view of the close interdepen-
dence between health and other fields and the fact that
solutions to good health may often be found outside of
the health sector itself; such cooperation may build on
initiatives undertaken in one or more of the following
areas: health and employment, health and education,
health and macroeconomic policy, health and environ-
ment, health and transport, health and nutrition,
health and food security, health and housing, develop-
ment of more equitable health financing systems, and
trade in health goods and services.

105. Invite the United Nations system to support
national efforts, where appropriate, to build on initia-
tives undertaken in one or more of the above-
mentioned fields.

Commitment 7
To accelerate the economic, social and human re-
source development of Africa and the least developed
countries:

106. Encourage concerted national and interna-
tional efforts to promote an integrated approach to
people-centred sustainable development.

107. Make concerted national and international
efforts for promoting an enabling environment that
will facilitate the integration of Africa and the least de-
veloped countries into the global economy and pro-
mote their participation in the multilateral trading sys-
tem, inter alia, by:

(a) Implementing appropriate debt-relief initia-
tives that can lead to a sustainable solution to their debt
burden;

(b) Improving market access for export products of
Africa and the least developed countries, including
through tariff- and quota-free treatment for essentially
all products originating in least developed countries on
as broad and liberal a basis as possible;

(c) Supporting programmes to assist them in tak-
ing full advantage of the multilateral trading regime,
both on a bilateral basis and through multilateral
efforts, inter alia, through the World Trade Organiza-
tion, the International Trade Centre, United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development and other
relevant regional and subregional economic organiza-
tions;

(d) Pursuing structural adjustment programmes
relevant to the needs of these countries by supporting
growth-enhancing, poverty-reducing economic re-
forms;

(e) Supporting, inter alia, initiatives in the develop-
ment of venture capital funds for investment in these
countries in fields conducive to sustainable develop-
ment.

108. Assist Governments in Africa and the least de-
veloped countries in enhancing the productive capac-
ity and competitiveness of their countries through,
inter alia, policies and programmes to support agricul-
tural and industrial diversification, the establishment
of cooperative business networks, public and private
systems for sharing information, promoting technol-
ogy and encouraging domestic and foreign invest-
ment, especially in the field of technology.

109. Call upon donor Governments and interna-
tional organizations to encourage investment in critical
infrastructure services, including reconstruction in
post-conflict and natural disaster situations, and invite
Governments in Africa and the least developed coun-
tries to utilize infrastructure investments to also pro-
mote employment.

110. Encourage interested Governments to con-
sider the establishment of a world solidarity fund to be
financed on a voluntary basis in order to contribute to
the eradication of poverty and to promote social devel-
opment in the poorest regions of the world.

111. Call upon the World Food Programme and
other concerned agencies to strengthen food-for-work
activities in low-income food-deficit countries, in par-
ticular in Africa, as an important measure to expand or
rehabilitate needed community infrastructure, create
employment and enhance household food security.

112. Strengthen support for South-South co-
operation as a means to promote development in Af-
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rica and the least developed countries by enhancing
investment and transfer of appropriate technology
through mutually agreed arrangements, as well as
promoting regional human resource development
and development of technology through, inter alia,
technology-promotion centres.

113. Support increased efforts of Governments to
promote and strengthen human-resource develop-
ment in Africa and the least developed countries, in
partnership with civil society, to achieve quality basic
education for all, while at the same time continuing to
invest in secondary and tertiary education, and with
enhanced cooperation of the international community.

114. Support the efforts of Governments to allocate
additional resources to education and the manage-
ment capacities of the educational sector, and improve
enrolment ratios, particularly for girls and women.

115. Support steps taken by Governments to en-
courage skilled and highly educated Africans to re-
main in the region and to utilize and further develop
their skills.

116. Urge developed countries to strive to fulfil as
soon as possible the agreed target of earmarking 0.15 to
0.20 per cent of gross national product as official devel-
opment assistance for the least developed countries.

117. Accord priority to the least developed countries
by the international community, including by United
Nations funds and programmes, as well as interna-
tional and regional financial institutions, in the alloca-
tion of resources on concessional terms for economic
and social development.

118. Encourage the United Nations and its affili-
ated agencies to enhance the provision of technical co-
operation to the least developed countries. In this con-
text, call for the strengthening of the integrated
framework for trade-related technical assistance to the
least developed countries.

119. Encourage creditor countries to implement bi-
lateral debt relief arrangements for the African and
the least developed countries and stress that debt relief
should contribute to national development objectives,
including poverty eradication.

120. Give special attention to the least developed
countries, in particular those in sub-Saharan Africa, in
the implementation of the 20/20 initiative in co-
operation with civil society in order to ensure access to
basic social services for all.

121. Support the recommendations contained in
the report of the Secretary-General and in that context
await the outcome of the open-ended ad hoc working
group on the causes of conflict and promotion of dura-
ble peace and sustainable development in Africa.

122. Encourage the twenty-five African countries
most affected by HIV/AIDS to adopt time-bound targets
for reducing infection levels, such as a target for reduc-
ing infection levels in young people by 25 per cent by
2005, and invite the Joint United Nations Programme
on HIV/AIDS, in conjunction with its co-sponsoring
agencies, to prepare and propose means for imple-
menting a strategy for achieving this target.

123. Support African Governments in expanding
and strengthening programmes related to young peo-
ple and HIV/AIDS by developing a collective strategy
with the donor community, international organiza-
tions and non-governmental organizations, facilitated
by the establishment of national young people's task

forces, in order to ensure the necessary multisectoral
response and the interventions to raise the awareness
and address the needs of young people, as well as the
needs of those living with HIV/AIDS and children or-
phaned by AIDS.

124. Invite the Joint United Nations Programme on
HIV/AIDS and its co-sponsors, as part of the Interna-
tional Partnership Against AIDS in Africa, to support
countries most affected by the HIV/AIDS pandemic,
upon request, in their efforts:

(a) To allocate adequate resources, in particular fi-
nancial resources, as well as wider access to quality
medication by ensuring the provision and affordability
of drugs, including a reliable distribution and delivery
system; implementation of a strong generic drug pol-
icy; bulk purchasing; negotiation with pharmaceutical
companies; appropriate financing systems; and en-
couragement of local manufacturing and import prac-
tices consistent with national laws and international
agreements acceded to;

(b) To develop a strategy for resource mobilization
for programmes on young people with their full in-
volvement;

(c) To consolidate resources by creating or
strengthening technical resource networks and identi-
fying best practices at the country and regional levels;

(d) To develop a core set of indicators and tools to
monitor implementation of youth programmes and
progress towards achievement of the target to reduce
infection levels in young people by 25 per cent by 2005.

125. Support African Governments and civil society
organizations, inter alia, through the International
Partnership Against AIDS in Africa and national pro-
grammes, in the provision of key services linked to so-
cial security, care and support, prevention and treat-
ment of sexually transmitted infections, reduction of
mother-to-child transmission, access to voluntary and
confidential counselling and testing, and support of
behavioural change and responsible sexual behaviour
in order to scale up significantly efforts in Africa to
curtail the spread of HIV, reduce the impact of
HIV/AIDS and halt the further reversal of human, so-
cial and economic development.

126. Support and assist research and development
centres in Africa and the least developed countries in
the field of vaccines, medicine and public health,
thereby strengthening training of medical personnel
and counsellors, improving control and treatment of
communicable and infectious diseases, such as HIV/
AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis, as well as assisting in
making vaccines and medicines for the control and
treatment of these diseases widely available at afford-
able prices.

127. Encourage the international community to give
its full support to an effective and successful outcome of
the Third United Nations Conference on the Least De-
veloped Countries to be held in Brussels in 2001.

Commitment 8
To ensure that when structural adjustment pro-
grammes are agreed to they include social develop-
ment goals, in particular eradicating poverty, promot-
ing full and productive employment and enhancing
social integration:

128. Encourage international financial institutions
and national Governments to adopt the principle of in-
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tegration of social as well as economic aspects in the de-
sign of structural adjustment as well as reform pro-
grammes.

129. Adjustment programmes to address economic
crises, including those negotiated between national
Governments and the International Monetary Fund,
should strive to ensure that this process does not lead to
a severe drop in economic activity or sharp cuts in so-
cial spending.

130. Encourage Governments and international fi-
nancial institutions to improve the ongoing dialogue
on the design, implementation and reform of struc-
tural adjustment programmes, ensuring the full inte-
gration of social and economic frameworks for protect-
ing social policies and programmes so that such
programmes are genuinely nationally owned and
driven; such dialogue would benefit from consulta-
tions by Governments with relevant actors and organi-
zations of civil society. Encourage the international fi-
nancial institutions to take into account the specific
circumstances of countries concerned in providing
support to their structural adjustment programmes.

131. Encourage the development of nationally
owned poverty reduction strategies as a way to facilitate
the dialogue of Governments with development part-
ners and as a tool for the integration of social goals in
national development strategies.

132. Design national policies, taking into account
concerns of people living in poverty, by incorporating
social development goals in the formulation of struc-
tural adjustment programmes, including poverty re-
duction strategies, in consultation with civil society,
with a particular emphasis on:

(a) Designing economic policies for more equitable
and enhanced access to income and resources to pro-
mote sustained economic growth and sustainable de-
velopment, taking fully into account economic and so-
cial programmes aimed at poverty reduction;

(b) Protecting core social development expendi-
tures identified by individual Governments from bud-
getary cuts, especially in times of crises, and encourag-
ing international development banks to support
national efforts in this regard;

(c) Ensuring that public services reach people liv-
ing in poverty and vulnerable groups as a matter of pri-
ority, particularly through strengthening existing so-
cial programmes;

(d) Implementing adjustment and stabilization
policies in ways that protect people living in poverty as
well as vulnerable groups;

(e) Preserving and enhancing the social capital and
strengthening the social fabric of society;

(f) Taking into account the evolving concept of pov-
erty reduction strategy papers.

133. Ensure transparency and accountability by
both Governments and international financial institu-
tions for improved efficacy of structural adjustment
programmes and fulfilment of social development
goals.

134. Establish participatory mechanisms to under-
take assessment of the social impact of structural ad-
justment programmes and reform packages before,
during and after the implementation process with a
view to mitigating their negative impact and develop-
ing policies to improve their positive impact on social
development goals. Such assessments might involve

the support and cooperation of the United Nations
system, including the Bretton Woods institutions, re-
gional development banks and organizations of civil
society.

135. Improve information-sharing and coordina-
tion between the Economic and Social Council and the
relevant organizations of the United Nations system, in-
cluding the Bretton Woods institutions, with a view to
promoting social development and exploring ways and
means to reduce the negative effects and improve the
positive impact of structural adjustment programmes.

136. Ensure that gender issues are taken into ac-
count in the formulation and implementation of struc-
tural adjustment programmes.

Commitment 9
To increase significantly and/or utilize more effi-
ciently the resources allocated to social development
in order to achieve the goals of the Summit through
national action and regional and international co-
operation:

137. Recommend that the high-level intergovern-
mental event on financing for development, to be held
in 2001, consider the mobilization of national and in-
ternational resources for social development for the
implementation of the Copenhagen Declaration and
Programme of Action.

138. With the assistance of the international com-
munity, upon request, strengthen national informa-
tion systems to produce reliable and disaggregated sta-
tistics on social development in order to assess the
impact of social policies on economic and social devel-
opment as well as to ensure that economic and social re-
sources are used efficiently and effectively.

139. Undertake efforts to mobilize domestic re-
sources for social development in accordance with na-
tional priorities and policies, inter alia, by:

(a) Reallocating public resources for investment in
social development, inter alia, through the appropriate
reduction of excessive military expenditures, including
global military expenditures and the arms trade, and in-
vestments for arms production and acquisition, taking
into consideration national security requirements;

(b) Endeavouring to enhance the cost-effectiveness
of social spending;

(c) Strengthening mechanisms and policies to at-
tract and manage private investment, thus freeing and
also increasing public resources for social investments;

(d) Facilitating ways and means for the involvement
and active partnership of civil society in the provision
of social services.

140. Taking into account the challenges of globali-
zation facing developing countries, support Govern-
ments, at their request, in the establishment of guide-
lines for policies aimed at generating domestic revenue
to pay for social services, social protection and other so-
cial programmes, inter alia, by:

(a) Promoting equitable and progressive broaden-
ing of the tax base;

(b) Improving the efficiency of tax administration,
including tax collection;

(c) Seeking new sources of revenue which simulta-
neously may discourage public bads;

(d) Undertaking various forms of public borrow-
ing, including issuance of bonds and other financial
instruments to finance capital works.
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141. Promote, through national action, the mobili-
zation of new and additional resources for social devel-
opment, inter alia, by:

(a) Extending access to microcredit and other f i -
nancial instruments to people living in poverty, par-
ticularly women;

(b) Supporting community participation in the
planning, provision and maintenance of local infra-
structure, through mechanisms such as community
contracting of labour-based works;

(c) Improving and restructuring, as appropriate,
national tax regimes and administration in order to es-
tablish an equitable and efficient system that supports
social development policies and programmes and, in-
ter alia, take measures to reduce tax evasion;

(d) Requesting the international community to sup-
port the efforts of all countries aimed at strengthening
institutional capacity for preventing corruption, brib-
ery, money-laundering and illegal transfer of funds, as
well as repatriating these funds to their countries of
origin.

142. Promote, through international action, the
mobilization of new and additional resources for social
development, inter alia, by:

(a) Developing appropriate means of international
cooperation in tax matters;

(b) Exploring methods for dividing the liability of
multinational corporations to pay taxes on profits
among the various jurisdictions in which they operate;

(c) Exploring ways to combat the use of tax shelters
and tax havens that undermine national tax systems;

(d) Improving the existing mechanisms for helping
to stabilize commodity export earnings so as to re-
spond to the real concerns of developing country pro-
ducers, taking into account the fact that commodity
price instability has remained extremely high, with de-
clining trends for a number of commodities;

(e) Preventing tax avoidance and promoting treaties
for avoiding double taxation;

(f) Exploring ways and means to increase and widen
flows of public and private financial resources to devel-
oping countries, especially least developed countries;

(g) Conducting a rigorous analysis of advantages,
disadvantages and other implications of proposals for
developing new and innovative sources of funding,
both public and private, for dedication to social devel-
opment and poverty eradication programmes;

(h) Exploring ways and means of promoting the
micro- and small enterprise sector whereby it becomes
a possible vehicle for a new development model.

143. Urge international action to support national
efforts to attract additional resources for social devel-
opment, in several important areas:

(a) Encouraging creditor countries and institutions
to take action to achieve rapid progress towards faster,
broader and deeper debt relief as agreed under the en-
hanced Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Debt Initia-
tive, which already considers increased flexibility with
regard to eligibility criteria and through other means,
to help to alleviate the debt burdens of those countries
covered by the Initiative, stressing that debt relief
should contribute to development objectives, includ-
ing poverty reduction, and in this regard urging coun-
tries to direct those resources freed through debt relief,
in particular through debt cancellation and reduction,

towards these objectives, consistent with General As-
sembly resolution 54/202 of 22 December 1999;

(b) Strengthening the institutional capacity of de-
veloping countries in debt management, calling upon
the international community to support the efforts
towards this end, and in this regard stressing the im-
portance of such initiatives as the Debt Management
and Financial Analysis System and the debt-
management capacity-building programme;

(c) Calling for concerted national and international
action to address effectively debt problems of low and
middle-income developing countries with a view to re-
solving their potential long-term debt-sustainability
problems through various debt-treatment measures,
including, as appropriate, orderly mechanisms for
debt reduction, and encouraging all creditor and
debtor countries to utilize to the fullest extent possible,
where appropriate, all existing mechanisms for debt
reduction;

(d) Calling for continued international coopera-
tion, including the reaffirmation to strive to fulfil the
yet to be attained internationally agreed target of 0.7
per cent of the gross national product of developed
countries for overall official development assistance as
soon as possible, thereby increasing the flow of re-
sources for social development;

(e) Encouraging donor and recipient countries,
based on mutual agreement and commitment, to im-
plement fully the 20/20 initiative, in line with the Oslo
and Hanoi Consensus documents, to ensure universal
access to basic social services;

(f) Providing concessional financing for social de-
velopment programmes and projects to support the
efforts of developing countries to achieve social devel-
opment goals and targets;

(g) Providing landlocked countries and transit de-
veloping countries with appropriate technical and fi-
nancial assistance in their efforts to implement the out-
come of the Summit, particularly in addressing their
special needs and problems;

(h) Implementing the commitments regarding the
special needs and vulnerabilities of the small island de-
veloping States, in particular by providing effective
means, including adequate, predictable, new and addi-
tional resources for social development programmes,
in accordance with the Programme of Action for the
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing
States and the results of the twenty-second special ses-
sion of the General Assembly and on the basis of the
relevant provisions of the Programme of Action.

144. Promote greater efficiency and effectiveness in
the use of resources for social development.

145. Invite Governments to consider sector-wide
approaches for the achievement of social development
goals, in accordance with overall national development
goals and priorities.

Commitment 10
To promote an improved and strengthened frame-
work for international, regional and subregional co-
operation for social development, in a spirit of part-
nership, through the United Nations and other
multilateral institutions:

146. Develop, strengthen and make more effective
indicators at the national level for assessing and guid-
ing social development, in collaboration with research



Social policy, crime prevention and human resource development 1033

institutions and civil society, as appropriate. These
could include quantitative and qualitative indicators
for assessing, inter alia, the social and gender impact of
policies. Also develop and strengthen national infor-
mation systems to produce reliable statistics on social
and economic development. The relevant bodies of the
United Nations and other relevant institutions should
support, upon request, these national efforts.

147. Invite the Statistical Commission, with the
assistance of the Statistics Division of the Department
of Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat and
in close cooperation with other relevant bodies of the
United Nations system, including the Administrative
Committee on Coordination, and, as appropriate,
other relevant international organizations, to review,
with a view to facilitating future consideration by the
Economic and Social Council, the work undertaken in
harmonizing and rationalizing basic indicators in the
context of follow-up to United Nations conferences
and summits, taking fully into account the decisions
taken in other functional and regional commissions,
and in that process to identify a limited number of
common indicators from among those currently ac-
cepted and widely used by the States Members of the
United Nations in order to lessen the data-provision
burden on Member States, bearing in mind the work
done so far in this area.

148. Strengthen cooperation at the regional level,
which might include:

(a) Promoting dialogue among regional and sub-
regional groups and organizations;

(b) Encouraging regional commissions to initiate or
continue evaluation of the implementation of the Co-
penhagen Declaration and Programme of Action and
the further initiatives contained in the present docu-
ment;

(c) Encouraging the implementation of regional so-
cial development agendas where they exist; encourag-
ing recipient countries, donor Governments and agen-
cies and multilateral financial institutions to take
greater account of the regional social development
agenda of regional commissions and regional and sub-
regional organizations, including in their funding
policies and programmes.

149. Further strengthen the Economic and Social
Council as the body primarily responsible for coordi-
nating international action in follow-up to United Na-
tions conferences and summits, which could include:

(a) Fostering a closer working relationship with the
United Nations funds and programmes and the spe-
cialized agencies;

(b) Supporting continuing existing cooperation be-
tween the Economic and Social Council and the Bret-
ton Woods institutions and joint meetings with the
World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, so
that the objectives and policy approaches of the United
Nations conferences and summits are given due con-
sideration by those institutions.

150. Promote South-South cooperation, particu-
larly in terms of economic and technical cooperation,
and support triangular mechanisms whereby donors
would provide appropriate support.

151. Promote the full realization of the right to de-
velopment and the elimination of obstacles to develop-
ment through, inter alia, the implementation of the
provisions of the Declaration on the Right to Develop-

ment as reaffirmed by the Vienna Declaration and Pro-
gramme of Action adopted by the World Conference
on Human Rights on 25 June 1993.

152. Continue work on a wide range of reforms to
create a strengthened and more stable international fi-
nancial system, enabling it to deal more effectively and
in a timely manner with the new challenges of develop-
ment.

153. Consider the establishment, as appropriate, of
national mechanisms, where they do not already exist,
for the implementation of the Copenhagen Declara-
tion and Programme of Action and the further initia-
tives contained in the present document.

154. Invite parliamentarians to continue to adopt
legislative measures and to expand awareness-raising,
necessary for implementing the commitments of the
World Summit for Social Development and the further
initiatives contained in the present document, and en-
courage the contribution of the Inter-Parliamentary
Union in this effort.

155. Invite the Economic and Social Council to con-
solidate the ongoing initiatives and actions established
in the Copenhagen Declaration and Programme of Ac-
tion, the first United Nations Decade for the Eradica-
tion of Poverty (1997-2006) and the recommendations
contained in the present document with a view to
launching a global campaign to eradicate poverty.

156. Commit ourselves and encourage the United
Nations system and all other relevant actors to take fur-
ther determined sustained action to implement the
commitments of the Copenhagen Declaration and Pro-
gramme of Action and the results of the current special
session of the General Assembly, entitled "World Sum-
mit for Social Development and beyond: achieving so-
cial development for all in a globalizing world", and
request the Economic and Social Council to assess
regularly, through the Commission for Social Develop-
ment, the further implementation of the Copenhagen
commitments and the outcome of the special session,
not excluding the possibility of bringing together, at
the appropriate time, all parties involved to evaluate
progress and to consider new initiatives.

Outcome of special session
Report of Secretary-General. A September re-

port of the Secretary-General on the twenty-
fourth special session [A/55/344], prepared in re-
sponse to General Assembly resolution 54/23
[YUN 1999, p. 1038], contained an analysis of the out-
come document, particularly new initiatives re-
garding the role of Governments; the relationship
between social policies and economic develop-
ment; financial stability and international finan-
cial architecture; poverty eradication; employ-
ment; social integration; gender equality and
mainstreaming; health and education for all;
greater integration of developing countries, Af-
rica and LDCs and those with economies in transi-
tion; debt relief; and resources for social develop-
ment. It discussed further follow-up action by the
UN system, particularly the Economic and Social
Council, and presented an overview of the new
initiatives.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 29 November [meeting 74], the General As-
sembly adopted resolution 55/46 [draft: A/55/L.40
& Add.1] without vote [agenda item 37].

Implementation of the outcome of the World
Summit for Social Development and of the special

session of the General Assembly in this regard
The General Assembly,
Recalling the World Summit for Social Development,

held in Copenhagen from 6 to 12 March 1995, and the
twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly
entitled "World Summit for Social Development and be-
yond: achieving social development for all in a globaliz-
ing world", held in Geneva from 26 June to 1 July 2000,

Stressing the importance of the outcome of the
twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly
which reviewed and assessed the implementation of
the Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development
and the Programme of Action and adopted further ac-
tions and initiatives to implement the commitments
made at the Summit,

Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declara-
tion and the outcome of the twenty-third special session
of the General Assembly entitled "Women 2000: Gen-
der equality, development and peace for the twenty-first
century",

1. Reaffirms the commitments made by heads of
State and Government at the World Summit for Social
Development, contained in the Copenhagen Declara-
tion on Social Development and the Programme of Ac-
tion, which established a new consensus to place people
at the centre of the concerns for sustainable develop-
ment and pledged to eradicate poverty, promote full
and productive employment and foster social integra-
tion so as to achieve stable, safe and just societies for all,
and the decisions on further action and initiatives to ac-
celerate social development for all, adopted at the
twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly
and contained in the further initiatives for social devel-
opment;

2. Also reaffirms that the Copenhagen Declaration
and the Programme of Action and the further initia-
tives for social development adopted at the twenty-
fourth special session will constitute the basic frame-
work for the further promotion of social development
in the forthcoming years;

3. Emphasizes the vital importance of placing the
goals of social development, as contained in the Copen-
hagen Declaration and the Programme of Action and
in the outcome document of the twenty-fourth special
session, at the centre of economic policy-making, in-
cluding in policies that influence domestic and global
market forces and the global economy;

4. Invites the Secretary-General, the Economic and
Social Council, the Commission for Social Develop-
ment, the regional commissions, the relevant agencies,
funds and programmes of the United Nations system
and other relevant intergovernmental forums, within
their respective mandates, to take on a priority basis all
steps necessary to ensure the effective implementation
of all commitments and undertakings contained in the
Copenhagen Declaration and the Programme of Ac-
tion and in the outcome document of the twenty-fourth
special session;

5. Expresses its appreciation to the Government and
people of Switzerland for contributing to the success-
ful outcome of the twenty-fourth special session;

6. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
on the outcome of the twenty-fourth special session;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-sixth session an item entitled "Implementation of
the outcome of the World Summit for Social Develop-
ment and of the twenty-fourth special session of the
General Assembly", and requests the Secretary-
General to submit to the General Assembly at its fifty-
sixth session a report on this question.

Commission for Social Development
The Commission for Social Development held

its thirty-eighth session from 8 to 17 February and
on 14 and 17 March in New York [E/2000/26 &
Corr. 1]. In addition to adopting a set of agreed con-
clusions on the review and appraisal of the imple-
mentation of the outcome of the 1995 World Sum-
mit for Social Development (see p. 1013), the
Commission recommended to the Economic and
Social Council the adoption of draft resolutions
on further promotion of equalization of opportu-
nities by, for and with persons with disabilities (see
p. 1036) and follow-up to the 1999 International
Year of Older Persons (see p. 1140).

In the context of preparations for the Commis-
sion's 2001 session, the Secretariat organized, in co-
operation with Germany and South Africa, expert
group meetings on the challenge of social protec-
tion in a globalizing world (Berlin, 10-12 October)
and on traditional and modern schemes of social
protection in the context of development (Cape
Town, 30 October-1 November) [E/CN.5/2001/2].
The meetings aimed to explore the development
of social protection systems for vulnerable and
unprotected people, as well as to make sugges-
tions on new mechanisms to ensure the sustain-
ability of the systems in various country contexts.

On 27 July, the Economic and Social Council,
taking note of the Commission's report on its
thirty-eighth session, endorsed the Commis-
sion's resolutions and decisions and approved its
provisional agenda and documentation for 2001
(decision 2000/238).

On 18 October, the Council decided to invite
those NGOs accredited to the twenty-fourth spe-
cial session of the General Assembly to attend the
Commission's thirty-ninth (2001) session, pro-
vided that they had started the process of apply-
ing for consultative status (decision 2000/310).

2000 Report on the World Social Situation
An overview of the 2000 Report on the World

Social Situation [E/2000/9], presented by the
Secretary-General in April, summarized global
developments from a social perspective. It re-
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viewed demographic and economic trends; socie-
tal changes affecting and affected by the situation
of families, civil society and public institutions;
trends in living conditions; contemporary social
problems, such as discrimination, armed con-
flicts, violence, corruption and crime; and educa-
tion, technology and information. The report
identified developments that were expected to in-
fluence and shape society, radically affecting life
in far-reaching and fundamental ways.

The report was to be issued as a sales publica-
tion in 2001.

On 28 July, the Economic and Social Council
took note of the overview of the report (decision
2000/289).

UN Research Institute for
Social Development

In 2000, the United Nations Research Insti-
tute for Social Development (UNRISD) continued
to conduct research into the social dimensions
of development. A November report of the UN-
RISD Board [E/CN.5/2001/3] described the Insti-
tute's activities, including participation in the
twenty-fourth special session of the General As-
sembly (see p. 1012), for which UNRISD had pro-
duced the report Visible Hands: Taking Responsi-
bility for Social Development, a synthesis of 40
commissioned papers that highlighted pat-
terns of economic growth, liberalization and
inequality which continued to obstruct prog-
ress. UNRISD commissioned papers and held a
public workshop to coincide with the Assem-
bly's special session on women (see p. 1082),
and began a project to strengthen the empiri-
cal basis for the 2001 World Conference
against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xeno-
phobia and Related Intolerance (see p. 641). A
special initiative was begun on improving re-
search and knowledge on social development
within international organizations (Bellagio,
Italy, November).

Research continued within six projects initi-
ated during the previous biennium: information
technologies and social development; gender,
poverty and well-being; business responsibility
for sustainable development; public sector re-
form and crisis-ridden States; grass-roots initia-
tives for land reform; and urban governance. In
addition, four new projects initiated during
1999-2000 were under way on neo-liberalism and
institutional reform in East Asia; social policy
in a development context; technocratic policy-
making and democratization; and HIV/AIDS and
development.

Although it was part of the UN system, UN-
RISD activities were financed through voluntary

contributions from Governments, international
agencies and foundations.

Persons with disabilities
Report of Special Rapporteur. During the

year, the Commission for Social Development
considered the final report of its Special Rap-
porteur on disability, Bengt Lindqvist (Sweden)
[E/CN.5/2000/3 & Corr.1], describing the second
monitoring period (1997-2000) of implementa-
tion of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of
Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities, con-
tained in General Assembly resolution 48/96
[YUN 1993, p. 977]. During the period under review,
the Special Rapporteur continued to advise Gov-
ernments upon request, participate in seminars
and conferences to discuss the practical imple-
mentation of the Rules, and study the imple-
mentation of the Rules worldwide through the
use of surveys. He had visited countries in transi-
tion (Armenia, Bulgaria, Mongolia, Romania,
Russian Federation), where he observed that they
had not yet developed guidelines for a modern
disability policy. In visits to developing countries
(Chile, Costa Rica, Jordan, Thailand, Uruguay),
he noted that programmes varied considerably.
The Special Rapporteur reported on the results
of the third global survey, conducted in collabo-
ration with the World Health Organization
(WHO), the body responsible for three of the
Rules under preconditions for equal opportu-
nity (medical care, rehabilitation, support serv-
ices). The survey aimed to identify government
policies regarding medical care, rehabilitation,
support services and personnel training, as well
as strategies adopted and problems encoun-
tered when working in the area of medical care
and rehabilitation of persons with disabilities.
The Special Rapporteur stated that a high pro-
portion of Governments indicated the existence
of medical services (99 countries of 104 re-
sponding), rehabilitation (73 of 102) and the
provision of devices and equipment (87 of 96).
He noted positive developments regarding chil-
dren with disabilities and legislation, but more
needed to be done, in particular to improve liv-
ing conditions for girls and women with disabili-
ties and for persons with developmental and
psychiatric disabilities.

Report of Secretary-General. In a December
interim report [E/CN.5/2001/7] on implementation
of the World Programme of Action concerning
Disabled Persons [YUN 1982, p. 981], the Secretary-
General stated that in 2000 the Special Rap-
porteur had formulated a multi-year work pro-
gramme and travelled, on request, to Belarus,
Brazil, Bulgaria, Hungary, the Russian Federation
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and Uganda. He participated in the Nineteenth
World Congress of Rehabilitation International
(Rio de Janiero, Brazil, 25-29 August) and the
Sixth Congress on the Inclusion of Children with
Disabilities (Edmonton, Canada, 22-24 October),
and organized an international seminar on hu-
man rights and disability (Stockholm, Sweden,
4-10 November).

Regarding activities under the African Decade
of Disabled People (2000-2009), proclaimed by
the Organization of African Unity, the UN Vol-
untary Fund on Disability supported an interna-
tional workshop on environmental accessibility
and universal design in developing countries
(Providence, Rhode Island, United States, 14-18
June) and the Eastern Africa regional workshop
on application of universal design concepts and
principles and information technologies (Nai-
robi, 6-10 November). Within the context of the
Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons
(1993-2002), proclaimed in 1992 by the Economic
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
[YUN 1992, p. 490], a series of regional and sub-
regional technical meetings on accessibility fo-
cused on training related to barrier-free design.

The Secretary-General reported that, from
1 September 1999 to 31 October 2000, the UN Vol-
untary Fund on Disability provided $763,901 in
grants to 26 disability-related projects. Annexed
to the report was a description of the projects.

NGO Summit. The World NGO Summit on Dis-
ability (Beijing, 10-12 March) [A/54/861-E/2000/47,
A/S-24/3] adopted the Beijing Declaration on the
Rights of People with Disabilities in the New Cen-
tury, which called for an initiative that would
lead to the adoption of an international conven-
tion on the rights of all people with disabilities.

(For information on persons with disabilities
and human rights, see p. 733.)

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION

On 27 July [meeting 43], the Economic and Social
Council, on the recommendation of the Commis-
sion for Social Development [E/2000/26 & Corr.1],
adopted resolution 2000/10 without vote [agenda
item 14 (b)].

Further promotion of equalization of opportunities
by, for and with persons with disabilities

The Economic and Social Council,
Recalling General Assembly resolution 37/52 of 3

December 1982, by which the Assembly adopted the
World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Per-
sons, resolution 48/96 of 20 December 1993, by which
it adopted the Standard Rules on the Equalization of
Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities, and reso-
lutions 52/82 of 12 December 1997 and 54/121 of 17
December 1999,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolu-
tions 1997/19 on equalization of opportunities for per-

sons with disabilities and 1997/20 on children with dis-
abilities, of 21 July 1997, Commission on Human Rights
resolution 1998/31 on the human rights of persons with
disabilities of 17 April 1998 and other relevant resolu-
tions of the General Assembly and the Economic and
Social Council and its functional commissions,

Recalling further the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations, and reaffirming the ob-
ligations contained in relevant human rights instru-
ments, including the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the
Convention on the Rights of the Child,

Recalling the Copenhagen Declaration on Social De-
velopment and Programme of Action of the World
Summit for Social Development, in which Govern-
ments are requested to promote the Standard Rules
and to develop strategies for their implementation,

Reaffirming the outcomes of the major United Na-
tions conferences and summits and their respective
follow-up reviews, in particular as they pertain to the
promotion of the rights and well-being of persons with
disabilities on the basis of their full participation and
equality,

Mindful of the need to adopt and implement effec-
tive strategies and policies to promote the rights and
the full and effective participation of persons with dis-
abilities in economic, social, cultural and political life,
on the basis of equality, to achieve a society for all,

Noting with great concern that persons with disabilities
in some circumstances are among the poorest of the
poor and continue to be excluded from the benefits of
development, such as education and access to gainful
employment,

Noting with satisfaction that the Standard Rules play
an important role in influencing the promotion, for-
mulation and evaluation of policies, plans, pro-
grammes and actions at the national, regional and
international levels to further the equalization of op-
portunities by, for and with persons with disabilities,

Acknowledging the active role played by non-
governmental organizations, including organizations
of persons with disabilities, in cooperation with Gov-
ernments and relevant intergovernmental bodies and
organizations, to promote awareness and support im-
plementation and evaluation of the Standard Rules at
the national, regional and international levels,

Recognizing that the United Nations Voluntary Fund
on Disability has relied on a narrow donor base, and
that a sustained and predictable financial basis for the
execution of the World Programme of Action concern-
ing Disabled Persons and the implementation of the
Standard Rules needs a broadening of its donor base,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the valuable work
done by the Special Rapporteur for monitoring the im-
plementation of the Standard Rules on the Equaliza-
tion of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities of
the Commission for Social Development, and wel-
comes his report on his second mission, 1997-2000;

2. Also takes note with appreciation of the important
efforts of Governments as well as non-governmental
organizations and academic institutions during the
first and second missions of the Special Rapporteur to
build capacities to implement the Standard Rules at
the national, regional and interregional levels;

3. Welcomes the many initiatives and actions of Gov-
ernments, relevant United Nations bodies and organi-
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zations, including the Bretton Woods institutions, as
well as non-governmental organizations to implement
further the goal of full participation and equality for
persons with disabilities in accordance with the Stand-
ard Rules;

4. Urges Governments, intergovernmental organi-
zations as well as non-governmental organizations to
take practical action to create greater awareness and
support to implement further the Standard Rules, and
to consider taking further initiatives, as appropriate,
with special emphasis accorded, as noted in the report
of the Special Rapporteur, to the human rights of per-
sons with disabilities, children with disabilities and
their families, gender aspects, in particular the issue of
discrimination against women and girls with disabili-
ties, and the situation of persons with developmental
and psychiatric disabilities, with a focus on integrating
such persons into society;

5. Urges the relevant bodies and organizations of
the United Nations system, including relevant human
rights treaty bodies, within their respective mandates,
the regional commissions, intergovernmental organi-
zations as well as non-governmental organizations to
work closely with the programme on disability of the
Division for Social Policy and Development of the
Secretariat to promote the rights of persons with dis-
abilities, including activities at the field level, by shar-
ing knowledge, experiences, findings and recommen-
dations concerning persons with disabilities;

6. Encourages the United Nations system, the Bret-
ton Woods institutions and Governments to enhance
cooperation, through appropriate mechanisms, with
organizations of persons with disabilities or concerned
with disability issues so as to implement the Standard
Rules in an effective and coordinated manner;

7. Decides to renew the mandate of the Special Rap-
porteur for a further period through the year 2002 so
that the results of his continued promotion and moni-
toring of the implementation of the Standard Rules, in
accordance with section IV of the Standard Rules, will
be available to the fourth quinquennial review and ap-
praisal of the World Programme of Action concerning
Disabled Persons, in accordance with General Assem-
bly resolution 52/82, and to request the Special Rap-
porteur, assisted by the Secretariat and in consultation
with his panel of experts, to prepare a report for sub-
mission to the Commission for Social Development at
its fortieth session, in which he should, inter alia, pre-
sent his views on further developing the proposals con-
tained in his report on his second mission and on forms
for complementing and developing the Standard
Rules, and on ways to enhance the involvement of the
relevant bodies and organizations of the United Na-
tions system and relevant intergovernmental regional
organizations regarding the implementation of the
Standard Rules;

8. Encourages States parties to include in their re-
ports to the relevant treaty bodies information on per-
sons with disabilities, and reiterates its invitation to the
Special Rapporteur and the relevant human rights
treaty bodies, including the Committee on the Rights
of the Child, within their respective mandates, to en-
hance their cooperation, as appropriate, to ensure that
the rights of persons with disabilities are appropriately
addressed;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to invite relevant
organizations of the United Nations system to provide,
upon request, advisory services to Governments, inter
alia, on formulating and evaluating disability-sensitive
policies and programmes, on reinforcing the disability
dimension in mainstream technical cooperation activi-
ties, and for building national capacities and institu-
tions to further equalization of opportunities in
accordance with the Standard Rules, and to submit a
report to the Commission at its fortieth session;

10. Also requests the Secretary-General to strengthen
and improve mechanisms for consultation, exchange
of information and coordination, as appropriate, and
active participation of relevant United Nations bodies,
specialized agencies and related organizations to im-
plement further the Standard Rules, inter alia, within
the framework of the Administrative Committee on
Coordination;

11. Urges relevant bodies and organizations of the
United Nations system to identify ways and means and
to develop within their existing programmes support
services and related initiatives to improve living condi-
tions for persons with developmental and psychiatric
disabilities, in particular women and children;

12. Encourages Governments, non-governmental or-
ganizations and the private sector to continue to con-
tribute to the United Nations Voluntary Fund on Dis-
ability so that it is able to support on a predictable and
sustained basis new and expanded initiatives at the re-
gional, subregional and national levels to strengthen
national capacities for equalization of opportunities
by, for and with persons with disabilities, and the activi-
ties of the Special Rapporteur during his renewed
mandate;

13. Urges Governments to observe the International
Day of Disabled Persons, 3 December, as an opportu-
nity for promoting the human rights of persons with
disabilities and for raising awareness of their special
needs with a view towards their full and effective parti-
cipation in society;

14. Encourages international support for the African
Decade of Disabled People during the years 2000-
2009, to promote equalization of opportunities by, for
and with persons with disabilities as well as to promote
and protect their human rights.

Cultural development

Follow-up to 1998 intergovernmental conference
In response to General Assembly resolution

53/184 [YUN 1998, p. 1030], the Secretary-General,
in August, transmitted a report of the Director-
General of the United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) on
cultural development [A/55/339], which described
activities taken by Member States, international
organizations and UNESCO to implement the Ac-
tion Plan adopted by the 1998 Intergovernmental
Conference on Cultural Policies for Develop-
ment [YUN 1998, p. 1030].



1038 Economic and social questions

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 20 December [meeting 87], on the recom-
mendation of the Second (Economic and Finan-
cial) Committee [A/55/581/Add.3], the General As-
sembly adopted resolution 55/192 without vote
[agenda item 94 (c)].

Culture and development
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 41/187 of 8 December 1986,

46/158 of 19 December 1991, 51/179 of 16 December
1996, 52/197 of 18 December 1997 and 53/184 of 15 De-
cember 1998 on cultural development,

Encouraged by the positive international response to
the results of the work of the World Commission on
Culture and Development and of the Intergovernmen-
tal Conference on Cultural Policies for Development
organized by the United Nations Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organization at Stockholm from 30
March to 2 April 1998,

Noting the steps taken by Member States, organiza-
tions of the United Nations system and non-
governmental organizations to implement the recom-
mendations in the Action Plan on Cultural Policies for
Development adopted at the Conference,

Bearing in mind the importance of cultural values
and cultural diversity as elements of sustainable devel-
opment,

Underlining the fact that tolerance and respect for
cultural diversity and universal promotion and protec-
tion of human rights, including the right to develop-
ment, are mutually supportive,

Emphasizing the need to enhance the potential of cul-
ture as a means of prosperity, sustainable development
and global coexistence,

1. Takes note of the report of the Director-General of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization;

2. Invites all Member States, intergovernmental
bodies, organizations of the United Nations system
and non-governmental organizations:

(a) To ensure, in cooperation with the United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion, continuous and effective implementation of the
Action Plan on Cultural Policies for Development;

(b) To intensify further their efforts to integrate
cultural factors into their development programmes
and projects, so as to ensure sustainable development
that fully respects cultural diversity;

(c) To implement fully the Declaration and Pro-
gramme of Action on a Culture of Peace adopted by the
General Assembly on 13 September 1999;

(d) To commit themselves to promoting the dia-
logue among civilizations as an essential process for hu-
man development and mutual understanding and for
strengthening international cooperation;

(e) To analyse the connection between culture and
development and the elimination of poverty in the con-
text of the first United Nations Decade for the Eradica-
tion of Poverty (1997-2006), as recommended in the
Action Plan;

(f) To safeguard cultural and linguistic diversity in
the context of globalization and to support action by
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization in this regard;

3. Encourages the United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization to continue its work
to promote a greater awareness of the crucial relation-
ship between culture and development;

4. Also encourages the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, in conjunction,
as appropriate, with other relevant United Nations
bodies and multilateral development institutions, to
continue to provide support, upon request, to develop-
ing countries, in particular in national capacity-
building, for the implementation of international cul-
tural conventions, including conservation of heritage
and protection of cultural property, and for the restitu-
tion of cultural property, in accordance with General
Assembly resolution 54/190 of 17 December 1999, as
well as support and opportunities for the promotion
and enhancement of cultural goods and services and
of cultural tourism respectful of the integrity of cul-
tural and natural heritage;

5. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation
with the Director-General of the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization, to submit
to the General Assembly at its fifty-seventh session a re-
port on the implementation of the present resolution.

International Year of
Dialogue among Civilizations (2001)

Pursuant to General Assembly resolution
54/113 [YUN 1999, p. 1044], the Secretary-General
presented a November report [A/55/492/Rev.1], de-
scribing activities taken to implement the United
Nations Year of Dialogue among Civilizations
(2001), proclaimed by the Assembly in resolution
53/22 [YUN 1998, p. 1031]. A number of initiatives
were launched to celebrate and defuse the fear of
diversity and to underline the importance of in-
clusion. Governments, academic institutions and
NGOs conducted seminars, debates and research.
On 5 September, dialogue among civilizations
was the subject of a meeting at the head-of-State
level held at Headquarters. Reports on prepara-
tions for the Year received from Governments,
UN bodies, specialized agencies and intergovern-
mental organizations were available for consulta-
tion in the UN Department of Economic and So-
cial Affairs.

The Trust Fund established for the dialogue
among civilizations had received limited contri-
butions.

Communication. In October [A/55/455], Uzbeki-
stan transmitted the text of the Declaration of
the UNESCO International Congress on Inter-
religious Dialogue and a Culture of Peace (Tash-
kent, 14-16 September).

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 13 November [meeting 60], the General As-
sembly adopted resolution 55/23 [draft: A/55/L.30
& Add.1] without vote [agenda item 32].
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United Nations Year of Dialogue
among Civilizations

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 53/22 of 4 November 1998

and 54/113 of 10 December 1999 entitled "United Na-
tions Year of Dialogue among Civilizations",

Reaffirming the purposes and principles embodied in
the Charter of the United Nations, which, inter alia,
call for collective effort to strengthen friendly relations
among nations, remove threats to peace and foster in-
ternational cooperation in resolving international
issues of an economic, social, cultural and humanita-
rian character and in promoting and encouraging uni-
versal respect for human rights and fundamental free-
doms for all,

Noting that civilizations are not confined to individ-
ual nation-States, but rather encompass different cul-
tures within the same civilization, and reaffirming that
civilizational achievements constitute the collective
heritage of humankind, providing a source of inspira-
tion and progress for humanity at large,

Bearing in mind the specificities of each civilization
and the United Nations Millennium Declaration of 8
September 2000, which considers, inter alia, that toler-
ance is one of the fundamental values essential to inter-
national relations in the twenty-first century and
should include the active promotion of a culture of
peace and dialogue among civilizations, with human
beings respecting one another, in all their diversity of
belief, culture and language, neither fearing nor re-
pressing differences within and between societies but
cherishing them as a precious asset of humanity,

Noting that globalization brings greater interrelated-
ness among people and increased interaction among
cultures and civilizations, and encouraged by the fact
that the celebration of the United Nations Year of Dia-
logue among Civilizations, at the beginning of the
twenty-first century, will provide the opportunity to
emphasize that globalization not only is an economic,
financial and technological process which could offer
great benefit, but also constitutes a profoundly human
challenge that invites us to embrace the interdepen-
dence of humankind and its rich cultural diversity,

Recognizing the diverse civilizational achievements of
humankind, crystallizing cultural pluralism and crea-
tive human diversity,

Bearing in mind the valuable contribution that dia-
logue among civilizations can make to an improved
awareness and understanding of the common values
shared by all humankind,

Stressing the need for the universal protection and
promotion of all human rights and fundamental free-
doms, including the right of all peoples to self-
determination, by virtue of which they freely deter-
mine their political status and freely pursue their
economic, social and cultural development,

Underlining the fact that tolerance and respect for di-
versity and universal promotion and protection of hu-
man rights are mutually supportive, and recognizing
that tolerance and respect for diversity effectively pro-
mote and are supported by, inter alia, the empower-
ment of women,

Emphasizing the need to acknowledge and respect the
richness of all civilizations, to seek common grounds
among and within civilizations in order to address

threats to global peace and common challenges to hu-
man values and achievements, taking into considera-
tion, inter alia, cooperation, partnership and inclusion,

Welcoming the collective endeavour of the interna-
tional community to enhance understanding through
constructive dialogue among civilizations,

Encouraged by the positive reception of Govern-
ments, international organizations, civil society organi-
zations and international public opinion to the procla-
mation of the United Nations Year of Dialogue among
Civilizations, and welcoming the initiatives undertaken
by governmental and non-governmental actors to pro-
mote dialogue,

Expressing its firm determination to facilitate and pro-
mote dialogue among civilizations,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-General;

2. Welcomes the convening, at the level of heads of
State, of a round table on dialogue among civilizations,
organized by the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, held at United Nations Headquarters
on 5 September 2000 and which further contributed to
the promotion of dialogue among civilizations;

3. Invites Governments, the United Nations system,
including the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, and other relevant interna-
tional and non-governmental organizations to con-
tinue and further intensify planning and organizing
appropriate cultural, educational and social pro-
grammes to promote the concept of dialogue among
civilizations, inter alia, through organizing confer-
ences and seminars and disseminating information
and scholarly material on the subject, and to inform the
Secretary-General of their activities;

4. Calls upon Governments to encourage all mem-
bers of society to take part in promoting dialogue
among civilizations and provide them with an opportu-
nity to make contributions to the United Nations Year
of Dialogue among Civilizations;

5. Encourages all Governments to expand their edu-
cational curricula relative to the teaching of respect for
various cultures and civilizations, human rights educa-
tion, the teaching of languages, the history and phi-
losophy of various civilizations as well as the exchange
of knowledge, information and scholarships among
Governments and civil society in order to promote a
better understanding of all cultures and civilizations;

6. Encourages all Member States, regional and
international organizations, civil society and non-
governmental organizations to continue to develop
appropriate initiatives at all levels to promote dialogue
in all fields with a view to fostering mutual recognition
and understanding among and within civilizations;

7. Notes with interest the activities undertaken and
proposals made by Member States, the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and
international and regional organizations, including
the Organization of the Islamic Conference and non-
governmental organizations, for the preparation of the
United Nations Year of Dialogue among Civilizations;

8. Decides to devote two days of plenary meetings at
the fifty-sixth session of the General Assembly, on 3
and 4 December 2001, to the consideration of the item,
including consideration of any follow-up measures,
and commemoration of the United Nations Year of
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Dialogue among Civilizations, and encourages Mem-
ber States and observers to be represented at the high-
est possible political level;

9. Invites all Governments, funding institutions,
civil society organizations and the private sector to con-
sider contributing to the Trust Fund established by the
Secretary-General in 1999 to promote dialogue among
civilizations;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
provide the necessary support for strengthening the
activities pertaining to dialogue among civilizations;

11. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to
the General Assembly at its fifty-sixth session a sub-
stantive report on the prospect of dialogue among civi-
lizations and the activities pertaining to the United Na-
tions Year of Dialogue among Civilizations;

12. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of
its fifty-sixth session the item entitled "United Nations
Year of Dialogue among Civilizations".

Olympic Truce
On 1 September [A/54/971], the President of the

General Assembly appealed to States to observe
the Olympic Truce at the XXVII Olympic Games
(Sydney, Australia, 15 September-1 October).

The General Assembly, on 5 September, took
note of its President's appeal (decision 54/487).

Communication. On 5 September [A/54/972],
Greece appealed for the observance of the Olym-
pic Truce.

Bethlehem 2000
On 7 November [meeting 54], the General Assem-

bly adopted resolution 55/18 [draft: A/55/L.3 &
Add.1] without vote [agenda item 36].

Bethlehem 2000
The General Assembly,
Recalling the fact that the Palestinian city of Bethle-

hem is the birthplace of Jesus Christ and one of the
most historic and significant sites on earth,

Noting that the world is continuing to celebrate in
Bethlehem, a city of peace, the onset of the new millen-
nium in a global vision of hope for all peoples,

Stressing again the monumental importance of the
event for the Palestinian people, for the peoples of the
region and for the international community as a whole,
as it comprises significant religious, historical and cul-
tural dimensions,

Aware of the Bethlehem 2000 Project as a multifac-
eted undertaking for commemoration of the event,
which began at Christmas, 1999, and will come to a
close at Easter, 2001,

Aware also of the assistance needed with regard to the
above-mentioned Project, and expressing appreciation
for the steps already taken towards increasing the en-
gagement and participation of the international com-
munity, including donor countries, and organizations
of the United Nations system, in particular the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi-
zation, the United Nations Development Programme
and the World Bank, as well as the European Commis-
sion, religious institutions and others,

Recalling the convening of the Bethlehem 2000 In-
ternational Conference in Rome, on 18 and 19 Febru-
ary 1999, and its impact on the promotion of the
Bethlehem 2000 Project and the mobilization of pub-
lic awareness in all regions in support of this endeav-
our,

Welcoming the participation in the Bethlehem cele-
brations of several heads of State and Government and
many other eminent personalities, including religious
leaders, and expressing appreciation for the Palestin-
ian preparations for this event,

Welcoming also the historic Jubilee 2000 pilgrimage
of His Holiness Pope John Paul II to the Holy Land, his
landmark visit to the holy sites in Bethlehem and the
important message delivered by the Pontiff at Manger
Square,

Expressing the need for immediate change in the situa-
tion on the ground in the vicinity of Bethlehem, espe-
cially with regard to ensuring freedom of movement,

Stressing the need for ensuring free and unhindered
access to the holy places in Bethlehem to the faithful of
all religions and the citizens of all nationalities,

Expressing the renewed hope for a successful outcome of
the Middle East peace process and the achievement of a
final settlement between the Palestinian and Israeli
sides, so that the millennium may be celebrated in an
atmosphere of peace and reconciliation,

1. Welcomes this global and historic celebration in
Bethlehem and the onset of the third millennium as a
symbol of the shared hope for peace among all peoples
of the world;

2. Expresses support for the Bethlehem 2000 Project,
and commends the efforts undertaken by the Palestin-
ian Authority in this regard;

3. Notes with appreciation the worldwide support for
the Bethlehem 2000 Project, and calls for sustained
assistance and engagement by the international com-
munity as a whole, including private sector participa-
tion, in ensuring the success of the Project and of this
monumental commemoration;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
mobilize the pertinent organizations and agencies of
the United Nations system to increase their efforts to
ensure the successful completion of the Bethlehem
2000 Project;

5. Decides to conclude, at the current session, con-
sideration by the General Assembly of the item entitled
"Bethlehem 2000".

Crime prevention
and criminal justice

Tenth UN Crime Congress
The Tenth United Nations Congress on the

Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Of-
fenders, held in Vienna from 10 to 17 April
[A/CONF.187/15], with a high-level segment on 14
and 15 April, adopted the Vienna Declaration on
Crime and Justice: Meeting the Challenges of the
Twenty-first Century. The Declaration was sub-
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sequently submitted to the General Assembly's
millennium session, in accordance with Assem-
bly resolution 54/125 [YUN 1999, p. 1050]. In other
action, the Congress approved the report of the
Credentials Committee.

The Congress, which was attended by 134 States,
as well as observers from UN offices and organs and
the specialized agencies, intergovernmental or-
ganizations, NGOs and over 300 experts, was held
under the theme crime and justice: meeting the
challenges of the twenty-first century. It considered
five major topics with a corresponding working pa-
per prepared by the Secretariat: the state of crime
and criminal justice worldwide [A/CONF.187/5]; in-
ternational cooperation in combating trans-
national crime: new challenges in the twenty-first
century [A/CONF. 187/6]; promoting the rule of law
and strengthening the criminal justice system
[A/CONF.187/3); effective crime prevention: keeping
pace with new developments [A/CONF.187/7]; and
offenders and victims: accountability and fair-
ness in the justice process [A/CONF.187/8]. During
the Congress, workshops were convened on com-
bating corruption [A/CONF.187/9]; crimes related to
computer networks [A/CONF.187/10]; community
involvement in crime prevention [A/CONF.187/11];
and women in the criminal justice system
[A/CONF.187/12].

Penuell Mpapa Maduna, Minister of Justice of
South Africa, was elected President of the Con-
gress.

In opening remarks, the Deputy Secretary-
General of the United Nations, on behalf of the
Secretary-General, noted that unprecedented
challenges posed by increasingly global criminal
networks fostered the recognition that no coun-
try could cope with the growth of transnational
crime on its own. She stressed that new forms of
transnational crime undermined confidence in
political institutions and affected the stability
and prosperity of societies. Fighting crime
should be part of a global effort to create a more
peaceful and prosperous world.

Follow-up to the Tenth Congress
On 18 and 19 April, the Commission on Crime

Prevention and Criminal Justice (see p. 1044)
considered the report of the Tenth Congress and
an April note by the Secretariat [E/CN.15/2000/6],
recalling that the General Assembly, in resolu-
tion 54/125 [YUN 1999, p. 1050], had requested the
Commission to give priority in 2000 to the con-
clusions and recommendations of the Tenth
Congress, with a view to recommending, through
the Economic and Social Council, follow-up by
the Assembly at its fifty-fifth (2000) session. The
Assembly had also asked the Congress to submit,

through the Commission and the Council, the Vi-
enna Declaration to the Millennium Assembly.

Following deliberations, the Commission rec-
ommended to the Council two draft texts, which
were adopted as resolutions 2000/11 and
2000/12.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION

On 27 July [meeting 43], the Economic and Social
Council, on the recommendation of the Commis-
sion on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
[E/2000/30], adopted resolution 2000/11 without
vote [agenda item 14 (c)].

Vienna Declaration on Crime and Justice:
Meeting the Challenges of the Twenty-first Century

The Economic and Social Council
Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of

the following draft resolution:
[For text, see General Assembly resolution 55/59 below.]

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 4 December [meeting 81], the General As-
sembly, on the recommendation of the Third
(Social, Humanitarian and Cultural) Committee
[A/55/593], adopted resolution 55/59 without
vote [agenda item 105].

Vienna Declaration on Crime and Justice:
Meeting the Challenges of the Twenty-first Century

The General Assembly,
Recalling that, in its resolution 54/125 of 17 Decem-

ber 1999, it requested the Tenth United Nations Con-
gress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders to submit, through the Commission on
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice and the Eco-
nomic and Social Council, its declaration to the Millen-
nium Assembly for consideration and action, and re-
quested the Commission to give priority attention at its
ninth session to the conclusions and recommendations
of the Tenth Congress, with a view to recommending,
through the Economic and Social Council, appropriate
follow-up by the General Assembly at its fifty-fifth ses-
sion,

Endorses the Vienna Declaration on Crime and Jus-
tice: Meeting the Challenges of the Twenty-first Cen-
tury, adopted by the States Members of the United
Nations and the other States participating in the high-
level segment of the Tenth United Nations Congress
on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Of-
fenders, as contained in the annex to the present reso-
lution.

ANNEX
Vienna Declaration on Crime and Justice:

Meeting the Challenges of the Twenty-first Century
We the States Members of the United Nations,
Concerned about the impact on our societies of the

commission of serious crimes of a global nature, and
convinced of the need for bilateral, regional and inter-
national cooperation in crime prevention and criminal
justice,

Concerned in particular about transnational organ-
ized crime and the relationships between its various
forms,
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Convinced that adequate prevention and rehabilita-
tion programmes are fundamental to an effective
crime control strategy and that such programmes
should take into account social and economic factors
that may make people more vulnerable to and likely to
engage in criminal behaviour,

Stressing that a fair, responsible, ethical and efficient
criminal justice system is an important factor in the
promotion of economic and social development and of
human security,

Aware of the promise of restorative approaches to
justice that aim to reduce crime and promote the heal-
ing of victims, offenders and communities,

Having assembled at the Tenth United Nations Con-
gress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders in Vienna from 10 to 17 April 2000 to decide
to take more effective concerted action, in a spirit of co-
operation, to combat the world crime problem,

Declare as follows:
1. We note with appreciation the results of the re-

gional preparatory meetings for the Tenth United Na-
tions Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment of Offenders.

2. We reaffirm the goals of the United Nations in
the field of crime prevention and criminal justice, spe-
cifically the reduction of criminality, more efficient
and effective law enforcement and administration of
justice, respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms, and promotion of the highest standards of
fairness, humanity and professional conduct.

3. We emphasize the responsibility of each State to
establish and maintain a fair, responsible, ethical and
efficient criminal justice system.

4. We recognize the necessity of closer coordina-
tion and cooperation among States in combating the
world crime problem, bearing in mind that action
against it is a common and shared responsibility. In this
regard, we acknowledge the need to develop and pro-
mote technical cooperation activities to assist States in
their efforts to strengthen their domestic criminal jus-
tice systems and their capacity for international co-
operation.

5. We shall accord high priority to the completion
of the negotiation of the United Nations Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime and the proto-
cols thereto, taking into account the concerns of all
States.

6. We support efforts to assist States in capacity-
building, including in obtaining training and technical
assistance and in developing legislation, regulations
and expertise, with a view to facilitating the implemen-
tation of the Convention and the protocols thereto.

7. Consistent with the goals of the Convention and
the protocols thereto, we shall endeavour:

(a) To incorporate a crime prevention component
into national and international development strate-
gies;

(b) To intensify bilateral and multilateral co-
operation, including technical cooperation, in the
areas to be covered by the Convention and the protocols
thereto;

(c) To enhance donor cooperation in areas with
crime prevention aspects;

(d) To strengthen the capability of the United Na-
tions Centre for International Crime Prevention, as
well as the United Nations Crime Prevention and

Criminal Justice Programme network, to assist States,
at their request, in building capacity in areas to be cov-
ered by the Convention and the protocols thereto.

8. We welcome the efforts being made by the
United Nations Centre for International Crime Pre-
vention to develop, in cooperation with the United Na-
tions Interregional Crime and Justice Research Insti-
tute, a comprehensive global overview of organized
crime as a reference tool and to assist Governments in
policy and programme development.

9. We reaffirm our continued support for and com-
mitment to the United Nations and to the United Na-
tions Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Pro-
gramme, especially the Commission on Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice and the United Na-
tions Centre for International Crime Prevention, the
United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Re-
search Institute and the institutes of the Programme
network, and resolve to strengthen the Programme
further through sustained funding, as appropriate.

10. We undertake to strengthen international co-
operation in order to create a conducive environment
for the fight against organized crime, promoting
growth and sustainable development and eradicating
poverty and unemployment.

11. We commit ourselves to taking into account and
addressing, within the United Nations Crime Preven-
tion and Criminal Justice Programme, as well as within
national crime prevention and criminal justice strate-
gies, any disparate impact of programmes and policies
on women and men.

12. We also commit ourselves to the development of
action-oriented policy recommendations based on the
special needs of women as criminal justice practitio-
ners, victims, prisoners and offenders.

13. We emphasize that effective action for crime
prevention and criminal justice requires the involve-
ment, as partners and actors, of Governments, na-
tional, regional, interregional and international insti-
tutions, intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations and various segments of civil society, in-
cluding the mass media and the private sector, as well
as the recognition of their respective roles and contri-
butions.

14. We commit ourselves to the development of
more effective ways of collaborating with one another
with a view to eradicating the scourge of trafficking in
persons, especially women and children, and the smug-
gling of migrants. We shall also consider supporting
the global programme against trafficking in persons
developed by the United Nations Centre for Interna-
tional Crime Prevention and the United Nations Inter-
regional Crime and Justice Research Institute, which
is subject to close consultation with States and review by
the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice, and we establish 2005 as the target year for
achieving a significant decrease in the incidence of
those crimes worldwide and, where that is not attained,
for assessing the actual implementation of the meas-
ures advocated.

15. We also commit ourselves to the enhancement
of international cooperation and mutual legal assist-
ance to curb illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in
firearms, their parts and components and ammuni-
tion, and we establish 2005 as the target year for achiev-
ing a significant decrease in their incidence worldwide.
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16. We further commit ourselves to taking en-
hanced international action against corruption, build-
ing on the United Nations Declaration against Cor-
ruption and Bribery in International Commercial
Transactions, the International Code of Conduct for
Public Officials, relevant regional conventions and re-
gional and global forums. We stress the urgent need to
develop an effective international legal instrument
against corruption, independent of the United Na-
tions Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime, and we invite the Commission on Crime Pre-
vention and Criminal Justice to request the Secretary-
General to submit to it at its tenth session, in consulta-
tion with States, a thorough review and analysis of all
relevant international instruments and recommenda-
tions as part of the preparatory work for the develop-
ment of such an instrument. We shall consider sup-
porting the global programme against corruption
developed by the United Nations Centre for Interna-
tional Crime Prevention and the United Nations Inter-
regional Crime and Justice Research Institute, which
is subject to close consultation with States and review by
the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice.

17. We reaffirm that combating money-laundering
and the criminal economy constitutes a major element
of the strategies against organized crime, established
as a principle in the Naples Political Declaration and
Global Action Plan against Organized Transnational
Crime, adopted by the World Ministerial Conference
on Organized Transnational Crime, held at Naples, It-
aly, from 21 to 23 November 1994. We are convinced
that the success of this action rests upon setting up
broad regimes and coordinating appropriate mecha-
nisms to combat the laundering of the proceeds of
crime, including the provision of support to initiatives
focusing on States and territories offering offshore fi-
nancial services that allow the laundering of the pro-
ceeds of crime.

18. We decide to develop action-oriented policy rec-
ommendations on the prevention and control of
computer-related crime, and we invite the Commission
on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice to under-
take work in this regard, taking into account the
ongoing work in other forums. We also commit our-
selves to working towards enhancing our ability to pre-
vent, investigate and prosecute high-technology and
computer-related crime.

19. We note that acts of violence and terrorism con-
tinue to be of grave concern. In conformity with the
Charter of the United Nations and taking into account
all the relevant General Assembly resolutions, we shall
together, in conjunction with our other efforts to pre-
vent and to combat terrorism, take effective, resolute
and speedy measures with respect to preventing and
combating criminal activities carried out for the pur-
pose of furthering terrorism in all its forms and mani-
festations. With this in view, we undertake to do our ut-
most to foster universal adherence to the international
instruments concerned with the fight against terror-
ism.

20. We also note that racial discrimination, xeno-
phobia and related forms of intolerance continue, and
we recognize the importance of taking steps to incor-
porate into international crime prevention strategies
and norms measures to prevent and combat crime asso-

ciated with racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia
and related forms of intolerance.

21. We affirm our determination to combat vio-
lence stemming from intolerance on the basis of eth-
nicity, and we resolve to make a strong contribution, in
the area of crime prevention and criminal justice, to
the planned World Conference against Racism, Racial
Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance.

22. We recognize that the United Nations stand-
ards and norms in crime prevention and criminal jus-
tice contribute to efforts to deal with crime effectively.
We also recognize the importance of prison reform, the
independence of the judiciary and the prosecution
authorities, and the International Code of Conduct for
Public Officials. We shall endeavour, as appropriate, to
use and apply the United Nations standards and norms
in crime prevention and criminal justice in national
law and practice. We undertake to review relevant legis-
lation and administrative procedures, as appropriate,
with a view to providing the necessary education and
training to the officials concerned and ensuring the
necessary strengthening of institutions entrusted with
the administration of criminal justice.

23. We also recognize the value of the model treat-
ies on international cooperation in criminal matters as
important tools for the development of international
cooperation, and we invite the Commission on Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice to call upon the
United Nations Centre for International Crime Pre-
vention to update the Compendium of United Nations
Standards and Norms in Crime Prevention and Criminal Jus-
tice in order to provide the most up-to-date versions of
the model treaties to States seeking to utilize them.

24. We further recognize with great concern that
juveniles in difficult circumstances are often at risk of
becoming delinquent or easy candidates for recruit-
ment by criminal groups, including groups involved in
transnational organized crime, and we commit our-
selves to undertaking countermeasures to prevent this
growing phenomenon and to including, where neces-
sary, provisions for juvenile justice in national develop-
ment plans and international development strategies
and to including the administration of juvenile justice
in our funding policies for development cooperation.

25. We recognize that comprehensive crime pre-
vention strategies at the international, national, re-
gional and local levels must address the root causes and
risk factors related to crime and victimization through
social, economic, health, educational and justice poli-
cies. We urge the development of such strategies, aware
of the proven success of prevention initiatives in nu-
merous States and confident that crime can be reduced
by applying and sharing our collective expertise.

26. We commit ourselves to according priority to
containing the growth and overcrowding of pre-trial
and detention prison populations, as appropriate, by
promoting safe and effective alternatives to incarcera-
tion.

27. We decide to introduce, where appropriate, na-
tional, regional and international action plans in sup-
port of victims of crime, such as mechanisms for me-
diation and restorative justice, and we establish 2002 as
a target date for States to review their relevant prac-
tices, to develop further victim support services and
awareness campaigns on the rights of victims and to
consider the establishment of funds for victims, in ad-
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dition to developing and implementing witness protec-
tion policies.

28. We encourage the development of restorative
justice policies, procedures and programmes that are
respectful of the rights, needs and interests of victims,
offenders, communities and all other parties.

29. We invite the Commission on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice to design specific measures for
the implementation of and follow-up to the commit-
ments that we have undertaken in the present Declara-
tion.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION

On 27 July [meeting 43], the Economic and Social
Council, on the recommendation of the Commis-
sion on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
[E/2000/30], adopted resolution 2000/12 without
vote [agenda item 14 (c)].

Follow-up to the Tenth United Nations Congress on
the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders

The Economic and Social Council
Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of

the following draft resolution:
[For text, see General Assembly resolution 55/60 below.]

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 4 December [meeting 81], the General As-
sembly, on the recommendation of the Third
Committee [A/55/593], adopted resolution 55/60
without vote [agenda item 105].

Follow-up to the Tenth United Nations Congress on
the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 54/125 of 17 December 1999,
Taking note with appreciation of the results of the

Tenth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, including the
Vienna Declaration on Crime and Justice: Meeting the
Challenges of the Twenty-first Century, adopted by the
Tenth Congress during its high-level segment, which
were considered by the Commission on Crime Preven-
tion and Criminal Justice at its ninth session, held in
Vienna from 18 to 20 April 2000,

1. Urges Governments, in their efforts to prevent
and combat crime, especially transnational crime, and
to maintain well-functioning criminal justice systems,
to be guided by the results of the Tenth United Nations
Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treat-
ment of Offenders;

2. Requests the Commission on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice to continue at its tenth session its
consideration of the findings and recommendations
embodied in the Vienna Declaration on Crime and Jus-
tice: Meeting the Challenges of the Twenty-first Cen-
tury adopted by the Tenth Congress and, as appropri-
ate, the report of the Tenth Congress, and to take
appropriate action;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare, in
consultation with Member States, draft plans of action
to include specific measures for the implementation of
and follow-up to the commitments undertaken in the
Declaration for consideration and action by the Com-
mission at its tenth session.

Commission on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice

The Commission on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice, at its ninth session (Vienna,
18-20 April) [E/2000/30], recommended the adop-
tion of three draft resolutions by the General As-
sembly, and two draft resolutions and one draft
decision by the Economic and Social Council.

The Commission brought to the Council's at-
tention its resolution on strategic management
[res. 9/1], by which the Commission decided that
the theme of its tenth (2001) session would be
progress made in global action against corrup-
tion.

By decision 2000/239 of 27 July, the Council
took note of the report of the Commission on its
ninth session and approved the provisional
agenda and documentation for the tenth session.

Note by Secretariat. An April note by the
Secretariat [E/2000/3] informed the Commission
that the Secretary-General had issued his sixth
quinquennial report on capital punishment and
implementation of the safeguards guaranteeing
protection of the rights of those facing the death
penalty (see p. 672).

UN Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice Programme

A July report of the Secretary-General
[A/55/119] provided an overview of progress made
in implementing General Assembly resolution
54/131 [YUN 1999, p. 1052] on strengthening the UN
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Pro-
gramme. It updated information contained in a
February report of the Executive Director of the
Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention
[E/CN.15/2000/2].

The report noted that advances had been
made in reinforcing reform measures to combat
uncivil elements of society and achieve synergy in
fighting crime and drug abuse. Further progress
was made in strengthening the Programme's op-
erations, particularly the global programmes
against corruption, trafficking in human beings
and transnational organized crime. Secretariat
support for the programmes and for developing
international legal instruments continued, and
traditional crime and justice issues were ad-
dressed. Those measures had led to greater do-
nor confidence, as evidenced through increased
voluntary contributions to the UN Crime Preven-
tion and Criminal Justice Fund, which in turn en-
abled the Programme to expand its operational
activities.

The report described action taken at the Tenth
Crime Congress (see p. 1040) and the Commis-
sion's ninth session (see above) and noted that



Social policy, crime prevention and human resource development 1045

significant progress had been achieved in draft-
ing a Convention against Transnational Organ-
ized Crime and related Protocols (see p. 1048).

Regarding the technical cooperation activities
of the Centre for International Crime Preven-
tion, as at 30 June the total value of ongoing proj-
ects amounted to $5.4 million for: an assessment
of corruption in Hungary; support to Lebanon's
anti-corruption strategy and strengthening its
legislative and institutional capacity for juvenile
justice; assistance to the Philippines for coali-
tions against trafficking in human beings; the
control and prevention of drugs and related or-
ganized crime in the Russian Federation; meas-
ures to counteract domestic violence and organ-
ized crime and for capacity-building in the area
of youth justice in South Africa; preventing and
controlling economic and financial crime in the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia; and a
global programme relating to the UN trans-
national organized crime survey. Under the
global programme against corruption, following
assessment missions, pilot projects were being fi-
nalized for Benin, Nicaragua, Nigeria, South Af-
rica and Uganda. An expert group meeting (Vi-
enna, 13-14 April) reviewed and strengthened an
anti-corruption tool kit. In collaboration with
Transparency International, the Centre organ-
ized a meeting of chief justices on the global pro-
gramme's component element of strengthening
judicial integrity. The Centre advanced the im-
plementation of the global programme against
trafficking in human beings, in cooperation with
the UN Interregional Crime and Justice Re-
search Institute (UNICRI). Two missions were un-
dertaken to Brazil in connection with a project to
assess routes and methods used by organized
crime groups to traffic human beings in the Latin
American region. A project was being developed
to assess trafficking flows and countermeasures
in Benin, Nigeria and Togo and support govern-
ment efforts to combat the disappearance of chil-
dren believed to be sold by traffickers as slave la-
bour. Progress was made in implementing the
first phase of global studies on transnational or-
ganized crime, aimed at assessing transnational
organized crime groups worldwide according to
their level of danger. Information was collected
on the most dangerous organized crime groups
active in 12 countries (Australia, Canada, Colom-
bia, Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, Japan, Neth-
erlands, Russian Federation, South Africa,
United Kingdom, United States) and one region
(Caribbean). In cooperation with UNICRI, the
Centre drew up a project aimed at analysing and
assessing the threat posed by Nigerian criminal
networks active in Côte d'Ivoire, Ghana, Nigeria

and Senegal. Another project aimed at analysing
and assessing transnational organized crime in
Central Asia.

Projects outside the global programmes in-
cluded a juvenile justice programme in Guate-
mala, a project to support the establishment of a
unified data bank, and a project to assess the
situation of and enhance cooperation in combat-
ing organized crime among countries of the
Commonwealth of Independent States. A prison
reform project was designed for the Caribbean
region, as was a project on crime prevention in
Senegal.

Contributions and pledges to the UN Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice Fund during
1999 and 2000, as at 30 June 2000, totalled
$3.3 million and $1.6 million, respectively.

In an April report [A/55/6 (Prog. 12)], the
Secretary-General discussed the proposed
medium-term plan for 2002-2005 on crime pre-
vention and criminal justice, noting that its over-
all objective was to strengthen international co-
operation and assistance to Governments in
tackling crime problems, particularly those posed
by transnational organized crime, trafficking in
persons, and economic and financial crime, in-
cluding money-laundering, corruption and ter-
rorism.

1998 OIOS report
On 7 April, on the recommendation of the

Fifth (Administrative and Budgetary) Commit-
tee, the General Assembly adopted resolution
54/257, by which it took note of the 1998 report
of the Office of Internal Oversight Services
(OIOS) [YUN 1998, p. 1035] on the review of pro-
gramme management in the Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice Division, which had be-
come the Centre for International Crime Preven-
tion. The Assembly reaffirmed that the discon-
tinuation of mandates on crime prevention and
criminal justice was within the prerogative of the
pertinent legislative bodies.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 4 December [meeting 81], the General As-
sembly, on the recommendation of the Third
Committee [A/55/593], adopted resolution 55/64
without vote [agenda item 105].

Strengthening of the United Nations Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme, in

particular its technical cooperation capacity
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 46/152 of 18 December 1991

on the creation of an effective United Nations crime
prevention and criminal justice programme, in which
it approved the statement of principles and pro-
gramme of action annexed to that resolution,
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Emphasizing the role of the United Nations in the
field of crime prevention and criminal justice, specifi-
cally the reduction of criminality, more efficient and
effective law enforcement and administration of jus-
tice, respect for human rights and promotion of the
highest standards of fairness, humanity and profes-
sional conduct,

Convinced of the desirability of closer coordination
and cooperation among States in combating crime,
including drug-related crimes such as money-
laundering, illicit arms trade and terrorist crimes,
bearing in mind the role that could be played by both
the United Nations and regional organizations in this
respect,

Recognizing the urgent need to increase technical co-
operation activities to assist countries, in particular de-
veloping countries and countries with economies in
transition, with their efforts in translating United Na-
tions policy guidelines into practice,

Recognizing also the need to maintain a balance in the
technical cooperation capacity of the United Nations
Centre for International Crime Prevention of the
United Nations Office for Drug Control and Crime
Prevention between the immediate priority of the
United Nations Convention against Transnational Or-
ganized Crime and the protocols thereto and other pri-
orities identified by the Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its relevant resolutions in which it re-
quested the Secretary-General, as a matter of urgency,
to provide the United Nations Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice Programme with sufficient resources
for the full implementation of its mandate, in
conformity with the high priority attached to the Pro-
gramme,

Bearing in mind the Vienna Declaration on Crime
and Justice: Meeting the Challenges of the Twenty-
first Century, which was adopted by the Tenth United
Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment of Offenders, and endorsed by the General
Assembly in its resolution 55/59 of 4 December 2000,
in which Member States renewed their commitment to
combat organized crime in all its forms and manifesta-
tions and to promote crime prevention in all its areas,

Welcoming the successful completion of the work of
the Ad Hoc Committee on the Elaboration of a Con-
vention against Transnational Organized Crime, estab-
lished by its resolution 53/111 of 9 December 1998, and
the progress achieved in the elaboration of the three
supplementary protocols, namely the Protocol against
the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, the
Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Traf-
ficking in Firearms, Their Parts and Components and
Ammunition and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress
and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women
and Children,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-General on the progress made in the imple-
mentation of General Assembly resolution 54/131 of 17
December 1999;

2. Reaffirms the importance of the United Nations
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme in
promoting effective action to strengthen international
cooperation in crime prevention and criminal justice,
in responding to the needs of the international com-
munity in the face of both national and transnational
criminality and in assisting Member States in achieving

the goals of preventing crime within and among States
and improving the response to crime;

3. Also reaffirms the role of the United Nations Cen-
tre for International Crime Prevention in providing to
Member States, upon request, technical cooperation,
advisory services and other forms of assistance in the
field of crime prevention and criminal justice, includ-
ing in the area of prevention and control of organized
crime;

4. Notes the programme of work of the Centre, in-
cluding the three global programmes addressing, re-
spectively, trafficking in human beings, corruption and
organized crime, formulated on the basis of close con-
sultations with Member States and review by the Com-
mission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice,
and calls upon the Secretary-General further to
strengthen the Centre by providing it with the re-
sources necessary for the full implementation of its
mandate;

5. Supports the high priority given to technical co-
operation and advisory services in the field of crime
prevention and criminal justice, including in the area
of prevention and control of transnational organized
crime, and stresses the need to enhance the operational
activities of the Centre to assist, in particular, develop-
ing countries and countries with economies in transi-
tion;

6. Welcomes the increased number of technical as-
sistance projects in the field of juvenile justice, reflect-
ing an increased awareness among Member States of the
importance of juvenile justice reform in establishing
and maintaining stable societies and the rule of law;

7. Invites all States to support, through voluntary
contributions to the United Nations Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice Fund, the operational activities of
the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice Programme;

8. Encourages relevant programmes, funds and or-
ganizations of the United Nations system, in particular
the United Nations Development Programme, inter-
national financial institutions, in particular the World
Bank, and regional and national funding agencies to
support the technical operational activities of the Cen-
tre;

9. Urges States and funding agencies to review, as
appropriate, their funding policies for development
assistance and to include a crime prevention and crimi-
nal justice component in such assistance;

10. Welcomes the efforts undertaken by the Commis-
sion on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice to exer-
cise more vigorously its mandated function of resource
mobilization, and calls upon the Commission to
strengthen further its activities in this direction;

11. Expresses its appreciation to non-governmental or-
ganizations and other relevant sectors of civil society
for their support to the United Nations Crime Preven-
tion and Criminal Justice Programme;

12. Welcomes the efforts of the Executive Director of
the United Nations Office for Drug Control and Crime
Prevention to enhance the synergies between the
United Nations International Drug Control Pro-
gramme and the United Nations Centre for Interna-
tional Crime Prevention, in conformity with the re-
form proposals of the Secretary-General;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to take all neces-
sary measures to assist the Commission on Crime Pre-



Social policy, crime prevention and human resource development 1047

vention and Criminal Justice, as the principal policy-
making body in this field, in performing its activities,
including cooperation and coordination with other
relevant bodies, such as the Commission on Narcotic
Drugs, the Commission on Human Rights, the Com-
mission on the Status of Women and the Commission
for Social Development;

14. Invites States to make adequate voluntary contri-
butions to the United Nations Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice Fund in order to strengthen the ca-
pacity of the Centre to provide technical assistance to
requesting States for the implementation of the com-
mitments entered into at the Tenth United Nations
Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treat-
ment of Offenders and, in particular, to implement
programmes designed to combat and prevent the traf-
ficking in human beings, the smuggling of migrants
and corruption, and to study and bring about action to
combat and prevent transnational organized crime;

15. Encourages States to begin making adequate and
regular voluntary contributions for the implementa-
tion of the United Nations Convention against Trans-
national Organized Crime and the protocols thereto,
which will be open for signature in Palermo, Italy, on
12 December 2000, through the United Nations fund-
ing mechanism specifically designed for that purpose
in the Convention;

16. Requests the Secretary-General to take all neces-
sary measures and provide adequate support to the
Centre during the biennium 2002-2003 so as to enable
it to promote the speedy entry into force of the Conven-
tion and the protocols thereto;

17. Welcomes the decision of the Commission on
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice to mainstream
a gender perspective into its activities and its request to
the Secretariat that a gender perspective be integrated
into all activities of the Centre;

18. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a re-
port on the implementation of the present resolution
to the General Assembly at its fifty-sixth session.

On 23 December, the Assembly decided that
the agenda item on crime prevention and crimi-
nal justice would remain for consideration dur-
ing its resumed fifty-fifth (2001) session (deci-
sion 55/458).

UN African crime prevention institute
In response to General Assembly resolution

54/130 [YUN 1999, p. 1056], the Secretary-General,
in July [A/55/156], updated information on the ac-
tivities, operations and funding of the African
Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment of Offenders (UNAFRI).

UNAFRI implemented the final phase of a proj-
ect on regional extradition and mutual legal
assistance and undertook the second phase of a
project on trafficking in firearms and ammuni-
tion in Africa. The Institute, in cooperation with
other concerned agencies, was developing a pro-
gramme to counter the proliferation of illicit
small arms in Africa. Studies on penal reform
continued, as did the development of strategies

to assist Governments in implementing UN
standards and norms related to juvenile justice.
A crime victimization survey continued to be im-
plemented in cooperation with the University of
South Africa, and a survey report on Lesotho was
published.

Although UNAFRI continued to receive politi-
cal support from its member States, the Govern-
ing Board, the General Assembly, the Commis-
sion and the Tenth Crime Congress, its financial
situation remained precarious, constraining its
capacity to deliver effective and comprehensive
services to African countries. The sixth session of
the Institute's Governing Board (Kampala, Uganda,
29-30 May) approved the proposed programme of
work, including measures to address the serious fi-
nancial situation. UNAFRI was directed to adopt
innovative and attractive programmes designed
as a package to enhance their market appeal. The
Director was requested to undertake an evalua-
tion of the Institute to serve as a basis for a review
of its mission, functions, funding and support,
and methods of work.

The Institute's total resources for 2000
amounted to $423,689, which came from mem-
ber States' assessed contributions, a UN grant
and specific project grants, and income received
from the rental of parts of its premises and facili-
ties, in addition to other sources. As at 30 June,
member States' outstanding balances totalled
some $2.5 million for the period 1989 to 2000.
Contributions had been received from 15 mem-
bers, while 13 had never paid.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 4 December [meeting 81], the General As-
sembly, on the recommendation of the Third
Committee [A/55/593], adopted resolution 55/62
without vote [agenda item 105].

United Nations African Institute for the Prevention
of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 54/130 of 17 December 1999

and all other relevant resolutions,
Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,
Bearing in mind the urgent need to establish effective

crime prevention strategies for Africa, as well as the im-
portance of law enforcement agencies and the judi-
ciary at the regional and subregional levels,

Noting that, the financial situation of the United Na-
tions African Institute for the Prevention of Crime and
the Treatment of Offenders has greatly affected its ca-
pacity to deliver its services to African Member States
in an effective and comprehensive manner,

1. Commends the United Nations African Institute
for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Of-
fenders for its efforts to promote and coordinate re-
gional technical cooperation activities related to crime
prevention and criminal justice systems in Africa;
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2. Also commends the Secretary-General for his
efforts to mobilize the financial resources necessary to
provide the Institute with the core professional staff re-
quired to enable it to function effectively in the fulfil-
ment of its mandated obligations;

3. Reiterates the need to strengthen further the ca-
pacity of the Institute to support national mechanisms
for crime prevention and criminal justice in African
countries;

4. Urges the States members of the Institute to make
every possible effort to meet their obligations to the
Institute;

5. Calls upon all Member States and non-
governmental organizations to adopt concrete practi-
cal measures to support the Institute in the develop-
ment of the requisite capacity and implement its
programmes and activities aimed at strengthening
crime prevention and criminal justice systems in Af-
rica;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to intensify efforts
to mobilize all relevant entities of the United Nations
system to provide the necessary financial and technical
support to the Institute to enable it to fulfil its mandate;

7. Also requests the Secretary-General to deploy his
efforts to mobilize the financial resources necessary to
maintain the Institute with the core professional staff
required to enable it to function effectively in the fulfil-
ment of its mandated obligations;

8. Calls upon the United Nations Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice Programme and the United Na-
tions International Drug Control Programme to work
closely with the Institute;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to enhance the
promotion of regional cooperation, coordination and
collaboration in the fight against crime, especially in its
transnational dimension, which cannot be dealt with
adequately by national action alone;

10. Also requests the Secretary-General to make con-
crete proposals, including the provision of additional
core professional staff, in order to strengthen the pro-
grammes and activities of the Institute and to report to
the General Assembly at its fifty-sixth session on the
implementation of the present resolution.

Transnational crime
Efforts were made in 2000 to complete the

drafting of an international instrument against
organized transnational crime, central to the im-
plementation of the Naples Political Declaration
and Global Action Plan against Organized Trans-
national Crime adopted by the 1994 World Minis-
terial Conference on Organized Transnational
Crime [YUN 1994, p. 1160] and in accordance with
General Assembly resolution 54/126 [YUN 1999,
p. 1058]. To that end, the Ad Hoc Committee on
the Elaboration of a Convention against Trans-
national Organized Crime finalized, in 2000, the
Convention and two of the three supplementary
legal instruments: the Protocol to Prevent, Sup-
press and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Espe-
cially Women and Children and the Protocol
against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea

and Air. The Committee was unable to achieve
consensus on the draft Protocol against the Illicit
Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms,
Their Parts and Components and Ammunition.

International convention
In 2000, the Ad Hoc Committee on the Elabora-

tion of a Convention against Transnational Or-
ganized Crime held five sessions in Vienna, dur-
ing which it finalized the Convention and the
draft Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants
by Land, Sea and Air, and the draft Protocol to
Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in
Persons, Especially Women and Children: 17-28
January [A/AC.254725]; 21 February-3 March
[A/AC.254/28]; 5-16 June [A/AC.254/31]; 17-28 July
[A/AC.254/34]; and 2-29 October [A/AC.254/38]. The
Ad Hoc Committee was unable to finalize the
draft Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of
and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and
Components and Ammunition, due to a lack of
consensus. Many delegations emphasized the im-
portance of finalizing the draft Protocol prior to
the 2001 Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small
Arms and Light Weapons in All its Aspects (see
p. 518). The reports of the Ad Hoc Committee on
its 1999 [YUN 1999, p. 1057] and 2000 sessions were
summarized in a November report [A/55/383].

At a High-level Political Signing Conference
in Palermo, Italy [A/CONF.195/2 & Corr.1], the Con-
vention and its Protocols thereto were opened for
signature from 12 to 15 December, and thereafter
in New York until 12 December 2002. As at 31 De-
cember, 124 States had signed the Convention; 81,
the Protocol on illegal trafficking in persons, es-
pecially women and children; and 78, the Proto-
col on smuggling migrants.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 15 November [meeting 62], the General As-
sembly, on the recommendation of the Ad Hoc
Committee on the Elaboration of a Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime [A/55/
383], adopted resolution 55/25 without vote
[agenda item 105].

United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 53/111 of 9 December 1998,

in which it decided to establish an open-ended inter-
governmental ad hoc committee for the purpose of
elaborating a comprehensive international convention
against transnational organized crime and of discuss-
ing the elaboration, as appropriate, of international in-
struments addressing trafficking in women and chil-
dren, combating the illicit manufacturing of and
trafficking in firearms, their parts and components
and ammunition, and illegal trafficking in and trans-
porting of migrants, including by sea,
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Recalling also its resolution 54/126 of 17 December
1999, in which it requested the Ad Hoc Committee on
the Elaboration of a Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime to continue its work, in accordance
with resolutions 53/111 and 53/114 of 9 December
1998, and to intensify that work in order to complete it
in 2000,

Recalling further its resolution 54/129 of 17 Decem-
ber 1999, in which it accepted with appreciation the of-
fer of the Government of Italy to host a high-level polit-
ical signing conference in Palermo for the purpose of
signing the United Nations Convention against Trans-
national Organized Crime (Palermo Convention) and
the protocols thereto, and requested the Secretary-
General to schedule the conference for a period of up
to one week before the end of the Millennium Assem-
bly in 2000,

Expressing its appreciation to the Government of Po-
land for submitting to it at its fifty-first session a first
draft United Nations convention against transnational
organized crime and for hosting the meeting of the
inter-sessional open-ended intergovernmental group
of experts, established pursuant to resolution 52/85 of
12 December 1997, on the elaboration of a preliminary
draft of a possible comprehensive international con-
vention against transnational organized crime, held in
Warsaw from 2 to 6 February 1998,

Expressing its appreciation to the Government of Ar-
gentina for hosting the informal preparatory meeting
of the Ad Hoc Committee, held in Buenos Aires from
31 August to 4 September 1998,

Expressing its appreciation to the Government of Thai-
land for hosting the Asia-Pacific Ministerial Seminar
on Building Capacities for Fighting Transnational Or-
ganized Crime, held in Bangkok on 20 and 21 March
2000,

Deeply concerned by the negative economic and social
implications related to organized criminal activities,
and convinced of the urgent need to strengthen co-
operation to prevent and combat such activities more
effectively at the national, regional and international
levels,

Noting with deep concern the growing links between
transnational organized crime and terrorist crimes,
taking into account the Charter of the United Nations
and the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly,

Determined to deny safe havens to those who engage
in transnational organized crime by prosecuting their
crimes wherever they occur and by cooperating at the
international level,

Strongly convinced that the United Nations Conven-
tion against Transnational Organized Crime will con-
stitute an effective tool and the necessary legal frame-
work for international cooperation in combating, inter
alia, such criminal activities as money-laundering, cor-
ruption, illicit trafficking in endangered species of
wild flora and fauna, offences against cultural heritage
and the growing links between transnational organized
crime and terrorist crimes,

1. Takes note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee
on the Elaboration of a Convention against Trans-
national Organized Crime, which carried out its work
at the headquarters of the United Nations Office for
Drug Control and Crime Prevention in Vienna, and
commends the Ad Hoc Committee for its work;

2. Adopts the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime and the Protocol to
Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons,
Especially Women and Children, supplementing the
United Nations Convention against Transnational Or-
ganized Crime, and the Protocol against the Smuggling
of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, supplementing the
United Nations Convention against Transnational Or-
ganized Crime annexed to the present resolution, and
opens them for signature at the High-level Political
Signing Conference to be held in Palermo, Italy, from
12 to 15 December 2000 in accordance with resolution
54/129;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a com-
prehensive report on the High-level Political Signing
Conference to be held in Palermo in accordance with
resolution 54/129;

4. Notes that the Ad Hoc Committee has not yet
completed its work on the draft Protocol against the Il-
licit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms,
Their Parts and Components and Ammunition, sup-
plementing the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime;

5. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to continue its
work in relation to this draft Protocol, in accordance
with resolutions 53/111, 53/114 and 54/126, and to fi-
nalize such work as soon as possible;

6. Calls upon all States to recognize the links be-
tween transnational organized criminal activities and
acts of terrorism, taking into account the relevant Gen-
eral Assembly resolutions, and to apply the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime in combating all forms of criminal activity, as
provided therein;

7. Recommends that the Ad Hoc Committee estab-
lished by the General Assembly in its resolution 51/210
of 17 December 1996, which is beginning its delibera-
tions with a view to developing a comprehensive con-
vention on international terrorism, pursuant to resolu-
tion 54/110 of 9 December 1999, should take into
consideration the provisions of the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime;

8. Urges all States and regional economic organiza-
tions to sign and ratify the United Nations Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime and the proto-
cols thereto as soon as possible in order to ensure the
speedy entry into force of the Convention and the pro-
tocols thereto;

9. Decides that, until the Conference of the Parties to
the Convention established pursuant to the United Na-
tions Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime decides otherwise, the account referred to in ar-
ticle 30 of the Convention will be operated within the
United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Jus-
tice Fund, and encourages Member States to begin
making adequate voluntary contributions to the
above-mentioned account for the provision to develop-
ing countries and countries with economies in transi-
tion of the technical assistance that they might require
for implementation of the Convention and the proto-
cols thereto, including for the preparatory measures
needed for that implementation;

10. Also decides that the Ad Hoc Committee on the
Elaboration of a Convention against Transnational Or-
ganized Crime will complete its tasks arising from the
elaboration of the United Nations Convention against
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Transnational Organized Crime by holding a meeting
well before the convening of the first session of the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention, in order
to prepare the draft text of the rules of procedure for
the Conference of the Parties and other rules and
mechanisms described in article 32 of the Convention,
which will be communicated to the Conference of the
Parties at its first session for consideration and action;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to designate the
Centre for International Crime Prevention of the
United Nations Office for Drug Control and Crime
Prevention to serve as the secretariat for the Confer-
ence of the Parties to the Convention in accordance
with article 33 of the Convention;

12. Also requests the Secretary-General to provide the
Centre for International Crime Prevention with the re-
sources necessary to enable it to promote in an effective
manner the expeditious entry into force of the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime and to discharge the functions of secretariat of
the Conference of the Parties to the Convention, and to
support the Ad Hoc Committee in its work pursuant to
paragraph 10 above.

ANNEX I
United Nations Convention against

Transnational Organized Crime

Article 1
Statement of purpose

The purpose of this Convention is to promote co-
operation to prevent and combat transnational organ-
ized crime more effectively.

Article 2
Use of terms

For the purposes of this Convention:
(a) "Organized criminal group" shall mean a struc-

tured group of three or more persons, existing for a pe-
riod of time and acting in concert with the aim of com-
mitting one or more serious crimes or offences
established in accordance with this Convention, in or-
der to obtain, directly or indirectly, a financial or other
material benefit;

(b) "Serious crime" shall mean conduct constitut-
ing an offence punishable by a maximum deprivation
of liberty of at least four years or a more serious pen-
alty;

(c) "Structured group" shall mean a group that is
not randomly formed for the immediate commission
of an offence and that does not need to have formally
defined roles for its members, continuity of its mem-
bership or a developed structure;

(d) "Property" shall mean assets of every kind,
whether corporeal or incorporeal, movable or immov-
able, tangible or intangible, and legal documents or in-
struments evidencing title to, or interest in, such assets;

(e) "Proceeds of crime" shall mean any property de-
rived from or obtained, directly or indirectly, through
the commission of an offence;

(f) "Freezing" or "seizure" shall mean temporarily
prohibiting the transfer, conversion, disposition or
movement of property or temporarily assuming cus-
tody or control of property on the basis of an order
issued by a court or other competent authority;

(g) "Confiscation", which includes forfeiture
where applicable, shall mean the permanent depriva-

tion of property by order of a court or other competent
authority;

(h) "Predicate offence" shall mean any offence as a
result of which proceeds have been generated that may
become the subject of an offence as defined in article 6
of this Convention;

(i) "Controlled delivery" shall mean the technique
of allowing illicit or suspect consignments to pass out
of, through or into the territory of one or more States,
with the knowledge and under the supervision of their
competent authorities, with a view to the investigation
of an offence and the identification of persons involved
in the commission of the offence;

(j) "Regional economic integration organization"
shall mean an organization constituted by sovereign
States of a given region, to which its member States
have transferred competence in respect of matters gov-
erned by this Convention and which has been duly
authorized, in accordance with its internal procedures,
to sign, ratify, accept, approve or accede to it; refer-
ences to "States Parties" under this Convention shall
apply to such organizations within the limits of their
competence.

Article 3
Scope of application

1. This Convention shall apply, except as otherwise
stated herein, to the prevention, investigation and
prosecution of:

(a) The offences established in accordance with ar-
ticles 5, 6, 8 and 23 of this Convention; and

(b) Serious crime as defined in article 2 of this Con-
vention;
where the offence is transnational in nature and in-
volves an organized criminal group.

2. For the purpose of paragraph 1 of this article, an
offence is transnational in nature if:

(a) It is committed in more than one State;
(b) It is committed in one State but a substantial

part of its preparation, planning, direction or control
takes place in another State;

(c) It is committed in one State but involves an or-
ganized criminal group that engages in criminal activi-
ties in more than one State; or

(d) It is committed in one State but has substantial
effects in another State.

Article 4
Protection of sovereignty

1. States Parties shall carry out their obligations un-
der this Convention in a manner consistent with the
principles of sovereign equality and territorial integ-
rity of States and that of non-intervention in the do-
mestic affairs of other States.

2. Nothing in this Convention entitles a State Party
to undertake in the territory of another State the exer-
cise of jurisdiction and performance of functions that
are reserved exclusively for the authorities of that other
State by its domestic law.

Article 5
Criminalization of participation in an organized criminal group

1. Each State Party shall adopt such legislative and
other measures as may be necessary to establish as
criminal offences, when committed intentionally:

(a) Either or both of the following as criminal of-
fences distinct from those involving the attempt or
completion of the criminal activity:
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(i) Agreeing with one or more other persons to
commit a serious crime for a purpose relating di-
rectly or indirectly to the obtaining of a financial
or other material benefit and, where required by
domestic law, involving an act undertaken by one
of the participants in furtherance of the agree-
ment or involving an organized criminal group;

(ii) Conduct by a person who, with knowledge of ei-
ther the aim and general criminal activity of an
organized criminal group or its intention to
commit the crimes in question, takes an active
part in:
a. Criminal activities of the organized criminal

group;
b. Other activities of the organized criminal

group in the knowledge that his or her parti-
cipation will contribute to the achievement
of the above-described criminal aim;

(b) Organizing, directing, aiding, abetting, facilitat-
ing or counselling the commission of serious crime in-
volving an organized criminal group.

2. The knowledge, intent, aim, purpose or agree-
ment referred to in paragraph 1 of this article may be
inferred from objective factual circumstances.

3. States Parties whose domestic law requires in-
volvement of an organized criminal group for pur-
poses of the offences established in accordance with
paragraph 1 (a) (i) of this article shall ensure that their
domestic law covers all serious crimes involving organ-
ized criminal groups. Such States Parties, as well as
States Parties whose domestic law requires an act in
furtherance of the agreement for purposes of the of-
fences established in accordance with paragraph 1 (a)
(i) of this article, shall so inform the Secretary-General
of the United Nations at the time of their signature or
of deposit of their instrument of ratification, accept-
ance or approval of or accession to this Convention.

Article 6
Criminalization of the laundering of proceeds of crime
1. Each State Party shall adopt, in accordance with

fundamental principles of its domestic law, such legis-
lative and other measures as may be necessary to estab-
lish as criminal offences, when committed intention-
ally:

(a) (i) The conversion or transfer of property, know-
ing that such property is the proceeds of
crime, for the purpose of concealing or dis-
guising the illicit origin of the property or of
helping any person who is involved in the
commission of the predicate offence to evade
the legal consequences of his or her action;

(ii) The concealment or disguise of the true na-
ture, source, location, disposition, movement
or ownership of or rights with respect to prop-
erty, knowing that such property is the pro-
ceeds of crime;

(b) Subject to the basic concepts of its legal system:
(i) The acquisition, possession or use of prop-

erty, knowing, at the time of receipt, that such
property is the proceeds of crime;

(ii) Participation in, association with or conspir-
acy to commit, attempts to commit and aid-
ing, abetting, facilitating and counselling the
commission of any of the offences established
in accordance with this article.

2. For purposes of implementing or applying para-
graph 1 of this article:

(a) Each State Party shall seek to apply paragraph 1
of this article to the widest range of predicate offences;

(b) Each State Party shall include as predicate of-
fences all serious crime as defined in article 2 of this
Convention and the offences established in accordance
with articles 5, 8 and 23 of this Convention. In the case
of States Parties whose legislation sets out a list of spe-
cific predicate offences, they shall, at a minimum, in-
clude in such list a comprehensive range of offences as-
sociated with organized criminal groups;

(c) For the purposes of subparagraph (b), predicate
offences shall include offences committed both within
and outside the jurisdiction of the State Party in ques-
tion. However, offences committed outside the juris-
diction of a State Party shall constitute predicate of-
fences only when the relevant conduct is a criminal
offence under the domestic law of the State where it is
committed and would be a criminal offence under the
domestic law of the State Party implementing or apply-
ing this article had it been committed there;

(d) Each State Party shall furnish copies of its laws
that give effect to this article and of any subsequent
changes to such laws or a description thereof to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations;

(e) If required by fundamental principles of the do-
mestic law of a State Party, it may be provided that the
offences set forth in paragraph 1 of this article do not
apply to the persons who committed the predicate of-
fence;

(f) Knowledge, intent or purpose required as an ele-
ment of an offence set forth in paragraph 1 of this arti-
cle may be inferred from objective factual circum-
stances.

Article 7
Measures to combat money-laundering

1. Each State Party:
(a) Shall institute a comprehensive domestic regu-

latory and supervisory regime for banks and non-bank
financial institutions and, where appropriate, other
bodies particularly susceptible to money-laundering,
within its competence, in order to deter and detect all
forms of money-laundering, which regime shall em-
phasize requirements for customer identification,
record-keeping and the reporting of suspicious trans-
actions;

(b) Shall, without prejudice to articles 18 and 27 of
this Convention, ensure that administrative, regula-
tory, law enforcement and other authorities dedicated
to combating money-laundering (including, where ap-
propriate under domestic law, judicial authorities)
have the ability to cooperate and exchange information
at the national and international levels within the con-
ditions prescribed by its domestic law and, to that end,
shall consider the establishment of a financial intelli-
gence unit to serve as a national centre for the collec-
tion, analysis and dissemination of information re-
garding potential money-laundering.

2. States Parties shall consider implementing feasi-
ble measures to detect and monitor the movement of
cash and appropriate negotiable instruments across
their borders, subject to safeguards to ensure proper
use of information and without impeding in any way
the movement of legitimate capital. Such measures
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may include a requirement that individuals and busi-
nesses report the cross-border transfer of substantial
quantities of cash and appropriate negotiable instru-
ments.

3. In establishing a domestic regulatory and super-
visory regime under the terms of this article, and with-
out prejudice to any other article of this Convention,
States Parties are called upon to use as a guideline the
relevant initiatives of regional, interregional and mul-
tilateral organizations against money-laundering.

4. States Parties shall endeavour to develop and
promote global, regional, subregional and bilateral co-
operation among judicial, law enforcement and finan-
cial regulatory authorities in order to combat money-
laundering.

Article 8
Criminalization of corruption

1. Each State Party shall adopt such legislative and
other measures as may be necessary to establish as
criminal offences, when committed intentionally:

(a) The promise, offering or giving to a public offi-
cial, directly or indirectly, of an undue advantage, for
the official himself or herself or another person or en-
tity, in order that the official act or refrain from acting
in the exercise of his or her official duties;

(b) The solicitation or acceptance by a public offi-
cial, directly or indirectly, of an undue advantage, for
the official himself or herself or another person or en-
tity, in order that the official act or refrain from acting
in the exercise of his or her official duties.

2. Each State Party shall consider adopting such
legislative and other measures as may be necessary to
establish as criminal offences conduct referred to in
paragraph 1 of this article involving a foreign public of-
ficial or international civil servant. Likewise, each State
Party shall consider establishing as criminal offences
other forms of corruption.

3. Each State Party shall also adopt such measures
as may be necessary to establish as a criminal offence
participation as an accomplice in an offence estab-
lished in accordance with this article.

4. For the purposes of paragraph 1 of this article
and article 9 of this Convention, "public official" shall
mean a public official or a person who provides a pub-
lic service as defined in the domestic law and as applied
in the criminal law of the State Party in which the per-
son in question performs that function.

Article 9
Measures against corruption

1. In addition to the measures set forth in article 8
of this Convention, each State Party shall, to the extent
appropriate and consistent with its legal system, adopt
legislative, administrative or other effective measures
to promote integrity and to prevent, detect and punish
the corruption of public officials.

2. Each State Party shall take measures to ensure
effective action by its authorities in the prevention, de-
tection and punishment of the corruption of public
officials, including providing such authorities with
adequate independence to deter the exertion of inap-
propriate influence on their actions.

Article 10
Liability of legal persons

1. Each State Party shall adopt such measures as
may be necessary, consistent with its legal principles, to

establish the liability of legal persons for participation
in serious crimes involving an organized criminal
group and for the offences established in accordance
with articles 5, 6, 8 and 23 of this Convention.

2. Subject to the legal principles of the State Party,
the liability of legal persons may be criminal, civil or
administrative.

3. Such liability shall be without prejudice to the
criminal liability of the natural persons who have com-
mitted the offences.

4. Each State Party shall, in particular, ensure that
legal persons held liable in accordance with this article
are subject to effective, proportionate and dissuasive
criminal or non-criminal sanctions, including mone-
tary sanctions.

Article U
Prosecution, adjudication and sanctions

1. Each State Party shall make the commission of an
offence established in accordance with articles 5, 6, 8
and 23 of this Convention liable to sanctions that take
into account the gravity of that offence.

2. Each State Party shall endeavour to ensure that
any discretionary legal powers under its domestic law
relating to the prosecution of persons for offences cov-
ered by this Convention are exercised to maximize the
effectiveness of law enforcement measures in respect of
those offences and with due regard to the need to deter
the commission of such offences.

3. In the case of offences established in accordance
with articles 5, 6, 8 and 23 of this Convention, each
State Party shall take appropriate measures, in accord-
ance with its domestic law and with due regard to the
rights of the defence, to seek to ensure that conditions
imposed in connection with decisions on release pend-
ing trial or appeal take into consideration the need to
ensure the presence of the defendant at subsequent
criminal proceedings.

4. Each State Party shall ensure that its courts or
other competent authorities bear in mind the grave na-
ture of the offences covered by this Convention when
considering the eventuality of early release or parole of
persons convicted of such offences.

5. Each State Party shall, where appropriate, estab-
lish under its domestic law a long statute of limitations
period in which to commence proceedings for any of-
fence covered by this Convention and a longer period
where the alleged offender has evaded the adminis-
tration of justice.

6. Nothing contained in this Convention shall af-
fect the principle that the description of the offences
established in accordance with this Convention and of
the applicable legal defences or other legal principles
controlling the lawfulness of conduct is reserved to the
domestic law of a State Party and that such offences
shall be prosecuted and punished in accordance with
that law.

Article 12
Confiscation and seizure

1. States Parties shall adopt, to the greatest extent
possible within their domestic legal systems, such
measures as may be necessary to enable confiscation of:

(a) Proceeds of crime derived from offences cov-
ered by this Convention or property the value of which
corresponds to that of such proceeds;
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(b) Property, equipment or other instrumentalities
used in or destined for use in offences covered by this
Convention.

2. States Parties shall adopt such measures as may
be necessary to enable the identification, tracing, freez-
ing or seizure of any item referred to in paragraph 1 of
this article for the purpose of eventual confiscation.

3. If proceeds of crime have been transformed or
converted, in part or in full, into other property, such
property shall be liable to the measures referred to in
this article instead of the proceeds.

4. If proceeds of crime have been intermingled
with property acquired from legitimate sources, such
property shall, without prejudice to any powers relat-
ing to freezing or seizure, be liable to confiscation up to
the assessed value of the intermingled proceeds.

5. Income or other benefits derived from proceeds
of crime, from property into which proceeds of crime
have been transformed or converted or from property
with which proceeds of crime have been intermingled
shall also be liable to the measures referred to in this ar-
ticle, in the same manner and to the same extent as pro-
ceeds of crime.

6. For the purposes of this article and article 13 of
this Convention, each State Party shall empower its
courts or other competent authorities to order that
bank, financial or commercial records be made avail-
able or be seized. States Parties shall not decline to act
under the provisions of this paragraph on the ground
of bank secrecy.

7. States Parties may consider the possibility of re-
quiring that an offender demonstrate the lawful origin
of alleged proceeds of crime or other property liable to
confiscation, to the extent that such a requirement is
consistent with the principles of their domestic law and
with the nature of the judicial and other proceedings.

8. The provisions of this article shall not be con-
strued to prejudice the rights of bona fide third par-
ties.

9. Nothing contained in this article shall affect the
principle that the measures to which it refers shall be
defined and implemented in accordance with and sub-
ject to the provisions of the domestic law of a State
Party.

Article 13
International cooperation for purposes of confiscation
1. A State Party that has received a request from an-

other State Party having jurisdiction over an offence
covered by this Convention for confiscation of pro-
ceeds of crime, property, equipment or other instru-
mentalities referred to in article 12, paragraph 1, of this
Convention situated in its territory shall, to the great-
est extent possible within its domestic legal system:

(a) Submit the request to its competent authorities
for the purpose of obtaining an order of confiscation
and, if such an order is granted, give effect to it; or

(b) Submit to its competent authorities, with a view
to giving effect to it to the extent requested, an order of
confiscation issued by a court in the territory of the re-
questing State Party in accordance with article 12,
paragraph 1, of this Convention insofar as it relates to
proceeds of crime, property, equipment or other in-
strumentalities referred to in article 12, paragraph 1,
situated in the territory of the requested State Party.

2. Following a request made by another State Party
having jurisdiction over an offence covered by this Con-
vention, the requested State Party shall take measures
to identify, trace and freeze or seize proceeds of crime,
property, equipment or other instrumentalities re-
ferred to in article 12, paragraph 1, of this Convention
for the purpose of eventual confiscation to be ordered
either by the requesting State Party or, pursuant to a
request under paragraph 1 of this article, by the re-
quested State Party.

3. The provisions of article 18 of this Convention
are applicable, mutatis mutandis, to this article. In ad-
dition to the information specified in article 18, para-
graph 15, requests made pursuant to this article shall
contain:

(a) In the case of a request pertaining to paragraph
1 (a) of this article, a description of the property to be
confiscated and a statement of the facts relied upon by
the requesting State Party sufficient to enable the re-
quested State Party to seek the order under its domes-
tic law;

(b) In the case of a request pertaining to paragraph
1 (b) of this article, a legally admissible copy of an order
of confiscation upon which the request is based issued
by the requesting State Party, a statement of the facts
and information as to the extent to which execution of
the order is requested;

(c) In the case of a request pertaining to paragraph
2 of this article, a statement of the facts relied upon by
the requesting State Party and a description of the ac-
tions requested.

4. The decisions or actions provided for in para-
graphs 1 and 2 of this article shall be taken by the re-
quested State Party in accordance with and subject to
the provisions of its domestic law and its procedural
rules or any bilateral or multilateral treaty, agreement
or arrangement to which it may be bound in relation to
the requesting State Party.

5. Each State Party shall furnish copies of its laws
and regulations that give effect to this article and of any
subsequent changes to such laws and regulations or a
description thereof to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations.

6. If a State Party elects to make the taking of the
measures referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this arti-
cle conditional on the existence of a relevant treaty, that
State Party shall consider this Convention the neces-
sary and sufficient treaty basis.

7. Cooperation under this article may be refused by
a State Party if the offence to which the request relates
is not an offence covered by this Convention.

8. The provisions of this article shall not be con-
strued to prejudice the rights of bona fide third par-
ties.

9. States Parties shall consider concluding bilateral
or multilateral treaties, agreements or arrangements to
enhance the effectiveness of international cooperation
undertaken pursuant to this article.

Article 14
Disposal of confiscated proceeds of crime or property

1. Proceeds of crime or property confiscated by a
State Party pursuant to articles 12 or 13, paragraph 1, of
this Convention shall be disposed of by that State Party
in accordance with its domestic law and administrative
procedures.
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2. When acting on the request made by another
State Party in accordance with article 13 of this Conven-
tion, States Parties shall, to the extent permitted by do-
mestic law and if so requested, give priority considera-
tion to returning the confiscated proceeds of crime or
property to the requesting State Party so that it can give
compensation to the victims of the crime or return such
proceeds of crime or property to their legitimate own-
ers.

3. When acting on the request made by another
State Party in accordance with articles 12 and 13 of this
Convention, a State Party may give special considera-
tion to concluding agreements or arrangements on:

(al Contributing the value of such proceeds of
crime or property or funds derived from the sale of
such proceeds of crime or property or a part thereof to
the account designated in accordance with article 30,
paragraph 2 (c), of this Convention and to intergovern-
mental bodies specializing in the fight against organ-
ized crime;

(b) Sharing with other States Parties, on a regular or
case-by-case basis, such proceeds of crime or property,
or funds derived from the sale of such proceeds of
crime or property, in accordance with its domestic law
or administrative procedures.

Article 15
Jurisdiction

1. Each State Party shall adopt such measures as
may be necessary to establish its jurisdiction over the
offences established in accordance with articles 5, 6, 8
and 23 of this Convention when:

(a) The offence is committed in the territory of that
State Party; or

(b) The offence is committed on board a vessel that
is flying the flag of that State Party or an aircraft that is
registered under the laws of that State Party at the time
that the offence is committed.

2. Subject to article 4 of this Convention, a State
Party may also establish its jurisdiction over any such
offence when:

(a) The offence is committed against a national of
that State Party;

(b) The offence is committed by a national of that
State Party or a stateless person who has his or her ha-
bitual residence in its territory; or

(c) The offence is:
(i) One of those established in accordance with ar-

ticle 5, paragraph 1, of this Convention and is
committed outside its territory with a view to
the commission of a serious crime within its ter-
ritory;

(ii) One of those established in accordance with ar-
ticle 6, paragraph 1 (b) (ii), of this Convention
and is committed outside its territory with a
view to the commission of an offence established
in accordance with article 6, paragraph 1 (a) (i)
or (ii) or (b) (i), of this Convention within its ter-
ritory.

3. For the purposes of article 16, paragraph 10, of
this Convention, each State Party shall adopt such
measures as may be necessary to establish its jurisdic-
tion over the offences covered by this Convention when
the alleged offender is present in its territory and it
does not extradite such person solely on the ground
that he or she is one of its nationals.

4. Each State Party may also adopt such measures as
may be necessary to establish its jurisdiction over the
offences covered by this Convention when the alleged
offender is present in its territory and it does not extra-
dite him or her.

5. If a State Party exercising its jurisdiction under
paragraph 1 or 2 of this article has been notified, or has
otherwise learned, that one or more other States Par-
ties are conducting an investigation, prosecution or ju-
dicial proceeding in respect of the same conduct, the
competent authorities of those States Parties shall, as
appropriate, consult one another with a view to coordi-
nating their actions.

6. Without prejudice to norms of general interna-
tional law, this Convention does not exclude the exer-
cise of any criminal jurisdiction established by a State
Party in accordance with its domestic law.

Article 16
Extradition

1. This article shall apply to the offences covered by
this Convention or in cases where an offence referred
to in article 3, paragraph 1 (a) or (b), involves an organ-
ized criminal group and the person who is the subject
of the request for extradition is located in the territory
of the requested State Party, provided that the offence
for which extradition is sought is punishable under the
domestic law of both the requesting State Party and the
requested State Party.

2. If the request for extradition includes several
separate serious crimes, some of which are not covered
by this article, the requested State Party may apply this
article also in respect of the latter offences.

3. Each of the offences to which this article applies
shall be deemed to be included as an extraditable
offence in any extradition treaty existing between
States Parties. States Parties undertake to include such
offences as extraditable offences in every extradition
treaty to be concluded between them.

4. If a State Party that makes extradition condi-
tional on the existence of a treaty receives a request for
extradition from another State Party with which it has
no extradition treaty, it may consider this Convention
the legal basis for extradition in respect of any offence
to which this article applies.

5. States Parties that make extradition conditional
on the existence of a treaty shall:

(a) At the time of deposit of their instrument of
ratification, acceptance, approval of or accession to this
Convention, inform the Secretary-General of the
United Nations whether they will take this Convention
as the legal basis for cooperation on extradition with
other States Parties to this Convention; and

(b) If they do not take this Convention as the legal
basis for cooperation on extradition, seek, where ap-
propriate, to conclude treaties on extradition with
other States Parties to this Convention in order to im-
plement this article.

6. States Parties that do not make extradition condi-
tional on the existence of a treaty shall recognize of-
fences to which this article applies as extraditable of-
fences between themselves.

7. Extradition shall be subject to the conditions pro-
vided for by the domestic law of the requested State
Party or by applicable extradition treaties, including,
inter alia, conditions in relation to the minimum pen-
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ally requirement for extradition and the grounds upon
which the requested State Party may refuse extradi-
tion.

8. States Parties shall, subject to their domestic law,
endeavour to expedite extradition procedures and to
simplify evidentiary requirements relating thereto in
respect of any offence to which this article applies.

9. Subject to the provisions of its domestic law and
its extradition treaties, the requested State Party may,
upon being satisfied that the circumstances so warrant
and are urgent and at the request of the requesting
State Party, take a person whose extradition is sought
and who is present in its territory into custody or take
other appropriate measures to ensure his or her pres-
ence at extradition proceedings.

10. A State Party in whose territory an alleged of-
fender is found, if it does not extradite such person in
respect of an offence to which this article applies solely
on the ground that he or she is one of its nationals,
shall, at the request of the State Party seeking extradi-
tion, be obliged to submit the case without undue delay
to its competent authorities for the purpose of prosecu-
tion. Those authorities shall take their decision and
conduct their proceedings in the same manner as in the
case of any other offence of a grave nature under the
domestic law of that State Party. The States Parties con-
cerned shall cooperate with each other, in particular
on procedural and evidentiary aspects, to ensure the
efficiency of such prosecution.

11. Whenever a State Party is permitted under its
domestic law to extradite or otherwise surrender one
of its nationals only upon the condition that the person
will be returned to that State Party to serve the sentence
imposed as a result of the trial or proceedings for which
the extradition or surrender of the person was sought
and that State Party and the State Party seeking the ex-
tradition of the person agree with this option and other
terms that they may deem appropriate, such condi-
tional extradition or surrender shall be sufficient to
discharge the obligation set forth in paragraph 10 of
this article.

12. If extradition, sought for purposes of enforcing
a sentence, is refused because the person sought is a na-
tional of the requested State Party, the requested Party
shall, if its domestic law so permits and in conformity
with the requirements of such law, upon application of
the requesting Party, consider the enforcement of the
sentence that has been imposed under the domestic
law of the requesting Party or the remainder thereof.

13. Any person regarding whom proceedings are
being carried out in connection with any of the of-
fences to which this article applies shall be guaranteed
fair treatment at all stages of the proceedings, includ-
ing enjoyment of all the rights and guarantees pro-
vided by the domestic law of the State Party in the terri-
tory of which that person is present.

14. Nothing in this Convention shall be interpreted
as imposing an obligation to extradite if the requested
State Party has substantial grounds for believing that
the request has been made for the purpose of prosecut-
ing or punishing a person on account of that person's
sex, race, religion, nationality, ethnic origin or political
opinions or that compliance with the request would
cause prejudice to that person's position for any one of
these reasons.

15. States Parties may not refuse a request for extra-
dition on the sole ground that the offence is also con-
sidered to involve fiscal matters.

16. Before refusing extradition, the requested State
Party shall, where appropriate, consult with the re-
questing State Party to provide it with ample opportu-
nity to present its opinions and to provide information
relevant to its allegation.

17. States Parties shall seek to conclude bilateral and
multilateral agreements or arrangements to carry out
or to enhance the effectiveness of extradition.

Article 17
Transfer of sentenced persons

States Parties may consider entering into bilateral or
multilateral agreements or arrangements on the trans-
fer to their territory of persons sentenced to imprison-
ment or other forms of deprivation of liberty for of-
fences covered by this Convention, in order that they
may complete their sentences there.

Article 18
Mutual legal assistance

1. States Parties shall afford one another the widest
measure of mutual legal assistance in investigations,
prosecutions and judicial proceedings in relation to the
offences covered by this Convention as provided for in
article 3 and shall reciprocally extend to one another
similar assistance where the requesting State Party has
reasonable grounds to suspect that the offence referred
to in article 3, paragraph 1 (a) or (b), is transnational in
nature, including that victims, witnesses, proceeds, in-
strumentalities or evidence of such offences are lo-
cated in the requested State Party and that the offence
involves an organized criminal group.

2. Mutual legal assistance shall be afforded to the
fullest extent possible under relevant laws, treaties,
agreements and arrangements of the requested State
Party with respect to investigations, prosecutions and
judicial proceedings in relation to the offences for
which a legal person may be held liable in accordance
with article 10 of this Convention in the requesting
State Party.

3. Mutual legal assistance to be afforded in accord-
ance with this article may be requested for any of the
following purposes:

(a) Taking evidence or statements from persons;
(b) Effecting service of judicial documents;
(c) Executing searches and seizures, and freezing;
(d) Examining objects and sites;
(e) Providing information, evidentiary items and

expert evaluations;
(f) Providing originals or certified copies of rele-

vant documents and records, including government,
bank, financial, corporate or business records;

(g) Identifying or tracing proceeds of crime, prop-
erty, instrumentalities or other things for evidentiary
purposes;

(h) Facilitating the voluntary appearance of per-
sons in the requesting State Party;

(i) Any other type of assistance that is not contrary
to the domestic law of the requested State Party.

4. Without prejudice to domestic law, the compe-
tent authorities of a State Party may, without prior re-
quest, transmit information relating to criminal mat-
ters to a competent authority in another State Party
where they believe that such information could assist



1056 Economic and social questions

the authority in undertaking or successfully conclud-
ing inquiries and criminal proceedings or could result
in a request formulated by the latter State Party pursu-
ant to this Convention.

5. The transmission of information pursuant to
paragraph 4 of this article shall be without prejudice to
inquiries and criminal proceedings in the State of the
competent authorities providing the information. The
competent authorities receiving the information shall
comply with a request that said information remain
confidential, even temporarily, or with restrictions on
its use. However, this shall not prevent the receiving
State Party from disclosing in its proceedings informa-
tion that is exculpatory to an accused person. In such a
case, the receiving State Party shall notify the transmit-
ting State Party prior to the disclosure and, if so re-
quested, consult with the transmitting State Party. If, in
an exceptional case, advance notice is not possible, the
receiving State Party shall inform the transmitting
State Party of the disclosure without delay.

6. The provisions of this article shall not affect the
obligations under any other treaty, bilateral or multilat-
eral, that governs or will govern, in whole or in part,
mutual legal assistance.

7. Paragraphs 9 to 29 of this article shall apply to re-
quests made pursuant to this article if the States Parties
in question are not bound by a treaty of mutual legal
assistance. If those States Parties are bound by such a
treaty, the corresponding provisions of that treaty shall
apply unless the States Parties agree to apply para-
graphs 9 to 29 of this article in lieu thereof. States Par-
ties are strongly encouraged to apply these paragraphs
if they facilitate cooperation.

8. States Parties shall not decline to render mutual
legal assistance pursuant to this article on the ground
of bank secrecy.

9. States Parties may decline to render mutual legal
assistance pursuant to this article on the ground of ab-
sence of dual criminality. However, the requested State
Party may, when it deems appropriate, provide assist-
ance, to the extent it decides at its discretion, irrespec-
tive of whether the conduct would constitute an offence
under the domestic law of the requested State Party.

10. A person who is being detained or is serving a
sentence in the territory of one State Party whose pres-
ence in another State Party is requested for purposes of
identification, testimony or otherwise providing assist-
ance in obtaining evidence for investigations, prosecu-
tions or judicial proceedings in relation to offences cov-
ered by this Convention may be transferred if the
following conditions are met:

(a) The person freely gives his or her informed con-
sent;

(b) The competent authorities of both States Parties
agree, subject to such conditions as those States Parties
may deem appropriate.

11. For the purposes of paragraph 10 of this article:
(a) The State Party to which the person is trans-

ferred shall have the authority and obligation to keep
the person transferred in custody, unless otherwise re-
quested or authorized by the State Party from which
the person was transferred;

(b) The State Party to which the person is trans-
ferred shall without delay implement its obligation to
return the person to the custody of the State Party from
which the person was transferred as agreed before-

hand, or as otherwise agreed, by the competent
authorities of both States Parties;

(c) The State Party to which the person is trans-
ferred shall not require the State Party from which the
person was transferred to initiate extradition proceed-
ings for the return of the person;

(d) The person transferred shall receive credit for
service of the sentence being served in the State from
which he or she was transferred for time spent in the
custody of the State Party to which he or she was trans-
ferred.

12. Unless the State Party from which a person is to
be transferred in accordance with paragraphs 10 and 11
of this article so agrees, that person, whatever his or her
nationality, shall not be prosecuted, detained, pun-
ished or subjected to any other restriction of his or her
personal liberty in the territory of the State to which
that person is transferred in respect of acts, omissions
or convictions prior to his or her departure from the
territory of the State from which he or she was trans-
ferred.

13. Each State Party shall designate a central au-
thority that shall have the responsibility and power to
receive requests for mutual legal assistance and either
to execute them or to transmit them to the competent
authorities for execution. Where a State Party has a
special region or territory with a separate system of
mutual legal assistance, it may designate a distinct cen-
tral authority that shall have the same function for that
region or territory. Central authorities shall ensure the
speedy and proper execution or transmission of the re-
quests received. Where the central authority transmits
the request to a competent authority for execution, it
shall encourage the speedy and proper execution of the
request by the competent authority. The Secretary-
General of the United Nations shall be notified of the
central authority designated for this purpose at the
time each State Party deposits its instrument of ratifi-
cation, acceptance or approval of or accession to this
Convention. Requests for mutual legal assistance and
any communication related thereto shall be trans-
mitted to the central authorities designated by the
States Parties. This requirement shall be without
prejudice to the right of a State Party to require that
such requests and communications be addressed to it
through diplomatic channels and, in urgent circum-
stances, where the States Parties agree, through the In-
ternational Criminal Police Organization, if possible.

14. Requests shall be made in writing or, where pos-
sible, by any means capable of producing a written rec-
ord, in a language acceptable to the requested State
Party, under conditions allowing that State Party to es-
tablish authenticity. The Secretary-General of the
United Nations shall be notified of the language or
languages acceptable to each State Party at the time it
deposits its instrument of ratification, acceptance or
approval of or accession to this Convention. In urgent
circumstances and where agreed by the States Parties,
requests may be made orally, but shall be confirmed in
writing forthwith.

15. A request for mutual legal assistance shall con-
tain:

(a) The identity of the authority making the re-
quest;

(b) The subject matter and nature of the investiga-
tion, prosecution or judicial proceeding to which the
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request relates and the name and functions of the
authority conducting the investigation, prosecution or
judicial proceeding;

(c) A summary of the relevant facts, except in rela-
tion to requests for the purpose of service of judicial
documents;

(d) A description of the assistance sought and de-
tails of any particular procedure that the requesting
State Party wishes to be followed;

(e) Where possible, the identity, location and na-
tionality of any person concerned; and

(f) The purpose for which the evidence, informa-
tion or action is sought.

16. The requested State Party may request addi-
tional information when it appears necessary for the
execution of the request in accordance with its domes-
tic law or when it can facilitate such execution.

17. A request shall be executed in accordance with
the domestic law of the requested State Party and, to
the extent not contrary to the domestic law of the re-
quested State Party and where possible, in accordance
with the procedures specified in the request.

18. Wherever possible and consistent with funda-
mental principles of domestic law, when an individual
is in the territory of a State Party and has to be heard as
a witness or expert by the judicial authorities of an-
other State Party, the first State Party may, at the re-
quest of the other, permit the hearing to take place by
video conference if it is not possible or desirable for the
individual in question to appear in person in the terri-
tory of the requesting State Party. States Parties may
agree that the hearing shall be conducted by a judicial
authority of the requesting State Party and attended by
a judicial authority of the requested State Party.

19. The requesting State Party shall not transmit or
use information or evidence furnished by the re-
quested State Party for investigations, prosecutions or
judicial proceedings other than those stated in the re-
quest without the prior consent of the requested State
Party. Nothing in this paragraph shall prevent the re-
questing State Party from disclosing in its proceedings
information or evidence that is exculpatory to an ac-
cused person. In the latter case, the requesting State
Party shall notify the requested State Party prior to the
disclosure and, if so requested, consult with the re-
quested State Party. If, in an exceptional case, advance
notice is not possible, the requesting State Party shall
inform the requested State Party of the disclosure with-
out delay.

20. The requesting State Party may require that the
requested State Party keep confidential the fact and
substance of the request, except to the extent necessary
to execute the request. If the requested State Party can-
not comply with the requirement of confidentiality, it
shall promptly inform the requesting State Party.

21. Mutual legal assistance may be refused:
(a) If the request is not made in conformity with the

provisions of this article;
(b) If the requested State Party considers that exe-

cution of the request is likely to prejudice its sover-
eignty, security, ordre public or other essential interests;

(c) If the authorities of the requested State Party
would be prohibited by its domestic law from carrying
out the action requested with regard to any similar of-
fence, had it been subject to investigation, prosecution
or judicial proceedings under their own jurisdiction;

(d) If it would be contrary to the legal system of the
requested State Party relating to mutual legal assist-
ance for the request to be granted.

22. States Parties may not refuse a request for mu-
tual legal assistance on the sole ground that the offence
is also considered to involve fiscal matters.

23. Reasons shall be given for any refusal of mutual
legal assistance.

24. The requested State Party shall execute the re-
quest for mutual legal assistance as soon as possible
and shall take as full account as possible of any dead-
lines suggested by the requesting State Party and for
which reasons are given, preferably in the request. The
requested State Party shall respond to reasonable re-
quests by the requesting State Party on progress of its
handling of the request. The requesting State Party
shall promptly inform the requested State Party when
the assistance sought is no longer required.

25. Mutual legal assistance may be postponed by
the requested State Party on the ground that it inter-
feres with an ongoing investigation, prosecution or ju-
dicial proceeding.

26. Before refusing a request pursuant to para-
graph 21 of this article or postponing its execution pur-
suant to paragraph 25 of this article, the requested
State Party shall consult with the requesting State Party
to consider whether assistance may be granted subject
to such terms and conditions as it deems necessary. If
the requesting State Party accepts assistance subject to
those conditions, it shall comply with the conditions.

27. Without prejudice to the application of para-
graph 12 of this article, a witness, expert or other per-
son who, at the request of the requesting State Party,
consents to give evidence in a proceeding or to assist in
an investigation, prosecution or judicial proceeding in
the territory of the requesting State Party shall not be
prosecuted, detained, punished or subjected to any
other restriction of his or her personal liberty in that
territory in respect of acts, omissions or convictions
prior to his or her departure from the territory of the
requested State Party. Such safe conduct shall cease
when the witness, expert or other person having had,
for a period of fifteen consecutive days or for any pe-
riod agreed upon by the States Parties from the date on
which he or she has been officially informed that his or
her presence is no longer required by the judicial
authorities, an opportunity of leaving, has neverthe-
less remained voluntarily in the territory of the re-
questing State Party or, having left it, has returned of
his or her own free will.

28. The ordinary costs of executing a request shall
be borne by the requested State Party, unless otherwise
agreed by the States Parties concerned. If expenses of a
substantial or extraordinary nature are or will be re-
quired to fulfil the request, the States Parties shall con-
sult to determine the terms and conditions under
which the request will be executed, as well as the man-
ner in which the costs shall be borne.

29. The requested State Parly:
(a) Shall provide to the requesting State Party cop-

ies of government records, documents or information
in its possession that under its domestic law are avail-
able to the general public;

(b) May, at its discretion, provide to the requesting
State Party in whole, in part or subject to such condi-
tions as it deems appropriate, copies of any govern-
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ment records, documents or information in its posses-
sion that under its domestic law are not available to the
general public.

30. States Parties shall consider, as may be neces-
sary, the possibility of concluding bilateral or multilat-
eral agreements or arrangements that would serve the
purposes of, give practical effect to or enhance the pro-
visions of this article.

Article 19
Joint investigations

States Parties shall consider concluding bilateral or
multilateral agreements or arrangements whereby, in
relation to matters that are the subject of investigations,
prosecutions or judicial proceedings in one or more
States, the competent authorities concerned may estab-
lish joint investigative bodies. In the absence of such
agreements or arrangements, joint investigations may
be undertaken by agreement on a case-by-case basis.
The States Parties involved shall ensure that the sover-
eignty of the State Party in whose territory such investi-
gation is to take place is fully respected.

Article 20
Special investigative techniques

1. If permitted by the basic principles of its domes-
tic legal system, each State Party shall, within its possi-
bilities and under the conditions prescribed by its do-
mestic law, take the necessary measures to allow for the
appropriate use of controlled delivery and, where it
deems appropriate, for the use of other special investi-
gative techniques, such as electronic or other forms of
surveillance and undercover operations, by its compe-
tent authorities in its territory for the purpose of effec-
tively combating organized crime.

2. For the purpose of investigating the offences cov-
ered by this Convention, States Parties are encouraged
to conclude, when necessary, appropriate bilateral or
multilateral agreements or arrangements for using
such special investigative techniques in the context of
cooperation at the international level. Such agree-
ments or arrangements shall be concluded and imple-
mented in full compliance with the principle of sover-
eign equality of States and shall be carried out strictly
in accordance with the terms of those agreements or
arrangements.

3. In the absence of an agreement or arrangement
as set forth in paragraph 2 of this article, decisions to
use such special investigative techniques at the interna-
tional level shall be made on a case-by-case basis and
may, when necessary, take into consideration financial
arrangements and understandings with respect to the
exercise of jurisdiction by the States Parties concerned.

4. Decisions to use controlled delivery at the inter-
national level may, with the consent of the States Parties
concerned, include methods such as intercepting and
allowing the goods to continue intact or be removed or
replaced in whole or in part.

Article 21
Transfer of criminal proceedings

States Parties shall consider the possibility of trans-
ferring to one another proceedings for the prosecution
of an offence covered by this Convention in cases where
such transfer is considered to be in the interests of the
proper administration of justice, in particular in cases
where several jurisdictions are involved, with a view to
concentrating the prosecution.

Article 22
Establishment of criminal record

Each State Party may adopt such legislative or other
measures as may be necessary to take into considera-
tion, under such terms as and for the purpose that it
deems appropriate, any previous conviction in another
State of an alleged offender for the purpose of using
such information in criminal proceedings relating to
an offence covered by this Convention.

Article 23
Criminalization of obstruction of justice

Each State Party shall adopt such legislative and
other measures as may be necessary to establish as
criminal offences, when committed intentionally:

(a) The use of physical force, threats or intimida-
tion or the promise, offering or giving of an undue ad-
vantage to induce false testimony or to interfere in the
giving of testimony or the production of evidence in a
proceeding in relation to the commission of offences
covered by this Convention;

(b) The use of physical force, threats or intimida-
tion to interfere with the exercise of official duties by a
justice or law enforcement official in relation to the
commission of offences covered by this Convention.
Nothing in this subparagraph shall prejudice the right
of States Parties to have legislation that protects other
categories of public officials.

Article 24
Protection of witnesses

1. Each State Party shall take appropriate measures
within its means to provide effective protection from
potential retaliation or intimidation for witnesses in
criminal proceedings who give testimony concerning
offences covered by this Convention and, as appropri-
ate, for their relatives and other persons close to them.

2. The measures envisaged in paragraph 1 of this
article may include, inter alia, without prejudice to the
rights of the defendant, including the right to due pro-
cess:

(a) Establishing procedures for the physical protec-
tion of such persons, such as, to the extent necessary
and feasible, relocating them and permitting, where
appropriate, non-disclosure or limitations on the dis-
closure of information concerning the identity and
whereabouts of such persons;

(b) Providing evidentiary rules to permit witness
testimony to be given in a manner that ensures the
safety of the witness, such as permitting testimony to be
given through the use of communications technology
such as video links or other adequate means.

3. States Parties shall consider entering into agree-
ments or arrangements with other States for the reloca-
tion of persons referred to in paragraph 1 of this arti-
cle.

4. The provisions of this article shall also apply to
victims insofar as they are witnesses.

Article 25
Assistance to and protection of victims

1. Each State Party shall take appropriate measures
within its means to provide assistance and protection to
victims of offences covered by this Convention, in par-
ticular in cases of threat of retaliation or intimidation.

2. Each State Party shall establish appropriate pro-
cedures to provide access to compensation and restitu-
tion for victims of offences covered by this Convention.
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3. Each State Party shall, subject to its domestic law,
enable views and concerns of victims to be presented
and considered at appropriate stages of criminal pro-
ceedings against offenders in a manner not prejudicial
to the rights of the defence.

Article 26
Measures to enhance cooperation with

law enforcement authorities
1. Each State Party shall take appropriate measures

to encourage persons who participate or who have par-
ticipated in organized criminal groups:

(a) To supply information useful to competent
authorities for investigative and evidentiary purposes
on such matters as:

(i) The identity, nature, composition, structure, lo-
cation or activities of organized criminal groups;

(ii) Links, including international links, with other
organized criminal groups;

(iii) Offences that organized criminal groups have
committed or may commit;

(b) To provide factual, concrete help to competent
authorities that may contribute to depriving organized
criminal groups of their resources or of the proceeds of
crime.

2. Each State Party shall consider providing for the
possibility, in appropriate cases, of mitigating punish-
ment of an accused person who provides substantial co-
operation in the investigation or prosecution of an of-
fence covered by this Convention.

3. Each State Party shall consider providing for the
possibility, in accordance with fundamental principles
of its domestic law, of granting immunity from prose-
cution to a person who provides substantial co-
operation in the investigation or prosecution of an of-
fence covered by this Convention.

4. Protection of such persons shall be as provided
for in article 24 of this Convention.

5. Where a person referred to in paragraph 1 of this
article located in one State Party can provide substan-
tial cooperation to the competent authorities of an-
other State Party, the States Parties concerned may con-
sider entering into agreements or arrangements, in
accordance with their domestic law, concerning the po-
tential provision by the other State Party of the treat-
ment set forth in paragraphs 2 and 3 of this article.

Article 27
Law enforcement cooperation

1. States Parties shall cooperate closely with one an-
other, consistent with their respective domestic legal
and administrative systems, to enhance the effective-
ness of law enforcement action to combat the offences
covered by this Convention. Each State Party shall, in
particular, adopt effective measures:

(a) To enhance and, where necessary, to establish
channels of communication between their competent
authorities, agencies and services in order to facilitate
the secure and rapid exchange of information con-
cerning all aspects of the offences covered by this Con-
vention, including, if the States Parties concerned
deem it appropriate, links with other criminal activi-
ties;

(b) To cooperate with other States Parties in con-
ducting inquiries with respect to offences covered by
this Convention concerning:

(i) The identity, whereabouts and activities of per-
sons suspected of involvement in such offences
or the location of other persons concerned;

(ii) The movement of proceeds of crime or property
derived from the commission of such offences;

(iii) The movement of property, equipment or other
instrumentalities used or intended for use in the
commission of such offences;

(c) To provide, when appropriate, necessary items
or quantities of substances for analytical or investiga-
tive purposes;

(d) To facilitate effective coordination between
their competent authorities, agencies and services and
to promote the exchange of personnel and other ex-
perts, including, subject to bilateral agreements or ar-
rangements between the States Parties concerned, the
posting of liaison officers;

(e) To exchange information with other States Par-
ties on specific means and methods used by organized
criminal groups, including, where applicable, routes
and conveyances and the use of false identities, altered
or false documents or other means of concealing their
activities;

(f) To exchange information and coordinate ad-
ministrative and other measures taken as appropriate
for the purpose of early identification of the offences
covered by this Convention.

2. With a view to giving effect to this Convention,
States Parties shall consider entering into bilateral or
multilateral agreements or arrangements on direct co-
operation between their law enforcement agencies and,
where such agreements or arrangements already exist,
amending them. In the absence of such agreements or
arrangements between the States Parties concerned,
the Parties may consider this Convention as the basis
for mutual law enforcement cooperation in respect of
the offences covered by this Convention. Whenever ap-
propriate, States Parties shall make full use of agree-
ments or arrangements, including international or re-
gional organizations, to enhance the cooperation
between their law enforcement agencies.

3. States Parties shall endeavour to cooperate with-
in their means to respond to transnational organized
crime committed through the use of modern technol-
ogy.

Article 28
Collection, exchange and analysis of information on

the nature of organized crime
1. Each State Party shall consider analysing, in con-

sultation with the scientific and academic communi-
ties, trends in organized crime in its territory, the cir-
cumstances in which organized crime operates, as well
as the professional groups and technologies involved.

2. States Parties shall consider developing and shar-
ing analytical expertise concerning organized criminal
activities with each other and through international
and regional organizations. For that purpose, common
definitions, standards and methodologies should be
developed and applied as appropriate.

3. Each State Party shall consider monitoring its
policies and actual measures to combat organized
crime and making assessments of their effectiveness
and efficiency.
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Article 29
Training and technical assistance

1. Each State Party shall, to the extent necessary, ini-
tiate, develop or improve specific training programmes
for its law enforcement personnel, including prosecu-
tors, investigating magistrates and customs personnel,
and other personnel charged with the prevention, de-
tection and control of the offences covered by this Con-
vention. Such programmes may include secondments
and exchanges of staff. Such programmes shall deal, in
particular and to the extent permitted by domestic law,
with the following:

(a) Methods used in the prevention, detection and
control of the offences covered by this Convention;

(b) Routes and techniques used by persons sus-
pected of involvement in offences covered by this Con-
vention, including in transit States, and appropriate
countermeasures;

(c) Monitoring of the movement of contraband;
(d) Detection and monitoring of the movements of

proceeds of crime, property, equipment or other in-
strumentalities and methods used for the transfer, con-
cealment or disguise of such proceeds, property, equip-
ment or other instrumentalities, as well as methods
used in combating money-laundering and other finan-
cial crimes;

(e) Collection of evidence;
(f) Control techniques in free trade zones and free

ports;
(g) Modern law enforcement equipment and tech-

niques, including electronic surveillance, controlled
deliveries and undercover operations;

(h) Methods used in combating transnational or-
ganized crime committed through the use of comput-
ers, telecommunications networks or other forms of
modern technology; and

(i) Methods used in the protection of victims and
witnesses.

2. States Parties shall assist one another in planning
and implementing research and training programmes
designed to share expertise in the areas referred to in
paragraph 1 of this article and to that end shall also,
when appropriate, use regional and international con-
ferences and seminars to promote cooperation and to
stimulate discussion on problems of mutual concern,
including the special problems and needs of transit
States.

3. States Parties shall promote training and techni-
cal assistance that will facilitate extradition and mutual
legal assistance. Such training and technical assistance
may include language training, secondments and ex-
changes between personnel in central authorities or
agencies with relevant responsibilities.

4. In the case of existing bilateral and multilateral
agreements or arrangements, States Parties shall
strengthen, to the extent necessary, efforts to maximize
operational and training activities within international
and regional organizations and within other relevant
bilateral and multilateral agreements or arrangements.

Article 30
Other measures: implementation of the Convention through

economic development and technical assistance
1. States Parties shall take measures conducive to

the optimal implementation of this Convention to the
extent possible, through international cooperation,

taking into account the negative effects of organized
crime on society in general, in particular on sustain-
able development.

2. States Parties shall make concrete efforts to the
extent possible and in coordination with each other, as
well as with international and regional organizations:

(a) To enhance their cooperation at various levels
with developing countries, with a view to strengthen-
ing the capacity of the latter to prevent and combat
transnational organized crime;

(b) To enhance financial and material assistance to
support the efforts of developing countries to fight
transnational organized crime effectively and to help
them implement this Convention successfully;

(c) To provide technical assistance to developing
countries and countries with economies in transition to
assist them in meeting their needs for the implementa-
tion of this Convention. To that end, States Parties shall
endeavour to make adequate and regular voluntary
contributions to an account specifically designated for
that purpose in a United Nations funding mechanism.
States Parties may also give special consideration, in
accordance with their domestic law and the provisions
of this Convention, to contributing to the aforemen-
tioned account a percentage of the money or of the cor-
responding value of proceeds of crime or property
confiscated in accordance with the provisions of this
Convention;

(d) To encourage and persuade other States and fi-
nancial institutions as appropriate to join them in
efforts in accordance with this article, in particular by
providing more training programmes and modern
equipment to developing countries in order to assist
them in achieving the objectives of this Convention.

3. To the extent possible, these measures shall be
without prejudice to existing foreign assistance com-
mitments or to other financial cooperation arrange-
ments at the bilateral, regional or international level.

4. States Parties may conclude bilateral or multilat-
eral agreements or arrangements on material and
logistical assistance, taking into consideration the
financial arrangements necessary for the means of in-
ternational cooperation provided for by this Conven-
tion to be effective and for the prevention, detection
and control of transnational organized crime.

Article 31
Prevention

1. States Parties shall endeavour to develop and
evaluate national projects and to establish and promote
best practices and policies aimed at the prevention of
transnational organized crime.

2. States Parties shall endeavour, in accordance
with fundamental principles of their domestic law, to
reduce existing or future opportunities for organized
criminal groups to participate in lawful markets with
proceeds of crime, through appropriate legislative,
administrative or other measures. These measures
should focus on:

(a) The strengthening of cooperation between law
enforcement agencies or prosecutors and relevant pri-
vate entities, including industry;

(b) The promotion of the development of stand-
ards and procedures designed to safeguard the integ-
rity of public and relevant private entities, as well as
codes of conduct for relevant professions, in particular
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lawyers, notaries public, tax consultants and account-
ants;

(c) The prevention of the misuse by organized
criminal groups of tender procedures conducted by
public authorities and of subsidies and licences
granted by public authorities for commercial activity;

(d) The prevention of the misuse of legal persons
by organized criminal groups; such measures could in-
clude:

(i) The establishment of public records on legal
and natural persons involved in the establish-
ment, management and funding of legal per-
sons;

(ii) The introduction of the possibility of disqualify-
ing by court order or any appropriate means for
a reasonable period of time persons convicted of
offences covered by this Convention from acting
as directors of legal persons incorporated within
their jurisdiction;

(iii) The establishment of national records of per-
sons disqualified from acting as directors of le-
gal persons; and

(iv) The exchange of information contained in the
records referred to in subparagraphs (d) (i) and
(iii) of this paragraph with the competent
authorities of other States Parties.

3. States Parties shall endeavour to promote the re-
integration into society of persons convicted of of-
fences covered by this Convention.

4. States Parties shall endeavour to evaluate peri-
odically existing relevant legal instruments and admin-
istrative practices with a view to detecting their vulner-
ability to misuse by organized criminal groups.

5. States Parties shall endeavour to promote public
awareness regarding the existence, causes and gravity
of and the threat posed by transnational organized
crime. Information may be disseminated where appro-
priate through the mass media and shall include meas-
ures to promote public participation in preventing and
combating such crime.

6. Each State Party shall inform the Secretary-
General of the United Nations of the name and ad-
dress of the authority or authorities that can assist
other States Parties in developing measures to prevent
transnational organized crime.

7. States Parties shall, as appropriate, collaborate
with each other and relevant international and re-
gional organizations in promoting and developing the
measures referred to in this article. This includes parti-
cipation in international projects aimed at the preven-
tion of transnational organized crime, for example by
alleviating the circumstances that render socially mar-
ginalized groups vulnerable to the action of trans-
national organized crime.

Article 32
Conference of the Parties to the Convention

1. A Conference of the Parties to the Convention is
hereby established to improve the capacity of States
Parties to combat transnational organized crime and to
promote and review the implementation of this Con-
vention.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations
shall convene the Conference of the Parties not later
than one year following the entry into force of this Con-
vention. The Conference of the Parties shall adopt

rules of procedure and rules governing the activities
set forth in paragraphs 3 and 4 of this article (including
rules concerning payment of expenses incurred in car-
rying out those activities).

3. The Conference of the Parties shall agree upon
mechanisms for achieving the objectives mentioned in
paragraph 1 of this article, including:

(a) Facilitating activities by States Parties under ar-
ticles 29, 30 and 31 of this Convention, including by en-
couraging the mobilization of voluntary contributions;

(b) Facilitating the exchange of information among
States Parties on patterns and trends in transnational
organized crime and on successful practices for com-
bating it;

(c) Cooperating with relevant international and re-
gional organizations and non-governmental organiza-
tions;

(d) Reviewing periodically the implementation of
this Convention;

(e) Making recommendations to improve this Con-
vention and its implementation.

4. For the purpose of paragraphs 3 (d) and (e) of this
article, the Conference of the Parties shall acquire the
necessary knowledge of the measures taken by States
Parties in implementing this Convention and the diffi-
culties encountered by them in doing so through infor-
mation provided by them and through such supple-
mental review mechanisms as may be established by the
Conference of the Parties.

5. Each State Party shall provide the Conference of
the Parties with information on its programmes, plans
and practices, as well as legislative and administrative
measures to implement this Convention, as required by
the Conference of the Parties.

Article 33
Secretariat

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations
shall provide the necessary secretariat services to the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention.

2. The secretariat shall:
(a) Assist the Conference of the Parties in carrying

out the activities set forth in article 32 of this Conven-
tion and make arrangements and provide the necessary
services for the sessions of the Conference of the Par-
ties;

(b) Upon request, assist States Parties in providing
information to the Conference of the Parties as envis-
aged in article 32, paragraph 5, of this Convention; and

(c) Ensure the necessary coordination with the sec-
retariats of relevant international and regional organi-
zations.

Article 34
Implementation of the Convention

1. Each State Party shall take the necessary meas-
ures, including legislative and administrative meas-
ures, in accordance with fundamental principles of its
domestic law, to ensure the implementation of its obli-
gations under this Convention.

2. The offences established in accordance with
articles 5, 6, 8 and 23 of this Convention shall be estab-
lished in the domestic law of each State Party inde-
pendently of the transnational nature or the involve-
ment of an organized criminal group as described in
article 3, paragraph 1, of this Convention, except to the
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extent that article 5 of this Convention would require
the involvement of an organized criminal group.

3. Each State Party may adopt more strict or severe
measures than those provided for by this Convention
for preventing and combating transnational organized
crime.

Article 35
Settlement of disputes

1. States Parties shall endeavour to settle disputes
concerning the interpretation or application of this
Convention through negotiation.

2. Any dispute between two or more States Parties
concerning the interpretation or application of this
Convention that cannot be settled through negotiation
within a reasonable time shall, at the request of one of
those States Parties, be submitted to arbitration. If, six
months after the date of the request for arbitration,
those States Parties are unable to agree on the organiza-
tion of the arbitration, any one of those States Parties
may refer the dispute to the International Court of Jus-
tice by request in accordance with the Statute of the
Court.

3. Each State Party may, at the time of signature,
ratification, acceptance or approval of or accession to
this Convention, declare that it does not consider itself
bound by paragraph 2 of this article. The other States
Parties shall not be bound by paragraph 2 of this article
with respect to any State Party that has made such a res-
ervation.

4. Any State Party that has made a reservation in
accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may at any
time withdraw that reservation by notification to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 36
Signature, ratification, acceptance, approval and accession

1. This Convention shall be open to all States for
signature from 12 to 15 December 2000 in Palermo, It-
aly, and thereafter at United Nations Headquarters in
New York until 12 December 2002.

2. This Convention shall also be open for signature
by regional economic integration organizations pro-
vided that at least one member State of such organiza-
tion has signed this Convention in accordance with
paragraph 1 of this article.

3. This Convention is subject to ratification, accept-
ance or approval. Instruments of ratification, accept-
ance or approval shall be deposited with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations. A regional economic
integration organization may deposit its instrument of
ratification, acceptance or approval if at least one of its
member States has done likewise. In that instrument of
ratification, acceptance or approval, such organization
shall declare the extent of its competence with respect
to the matters governed by this Convention. Such or-
ganization shall also inform the depositary of any rele-
vant modification in the extent of its competence.

4. This Convention is open for accession by any
State or any regional economic integration organiza-
tion of which at least one member State is a Party to this
Convention. Instruments of accession shall be depos-
ited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
At the time of its accession, a regional economic inte-
gration organization shall declare the extent of its
competence with respect to matters governed by this
Convention. Such organization shall also inform the

depositary of any relevant modification in the extent of
its competence.

Article 37
Relation with protocols

1. This Convention may be supplemented by one or
more protocols.

2. In order to become a Party to a protocol, a State
or a regional economic integration organization must
also be a Party to this Convention.

3. A State Party to this Convention is not bound by a
protocol unless it becomes a Party to the protocol in
accordance with the provisions thereof.

4. Any protocol to this Convention shall be inter-
preted together with this Convention, taking into ac-
count the purpose of that protocol.

Article 38
Entry into force

1. This Convention shall enter into force on the
ninetieth day after the date of deposit of the fortieth in-
strument of ratification, acceptance, approval or acces-
sion. For the purpose of this paragraph, any instru-
ment deposited by a regional economic integration
organization shall not be counted as additional to those
deposited by member States of such organization.

2. For each State or regional economic integration
organization ratifying, accepting, approving or acced-
ing to this Convention after the deposit of the fortieth
instrument of such action, this Convention shall enter
into force on the thirtieth day after the date of deposit
by such State or organization of the relevant instru-
ment.

Article 39
Amendment

1. After the expiry of five years from the entry into
force of this Convention, a State Party may propose an
amendment and file it with the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, who shall thereupon communi-
cate the proposed amendment to the States Parties and
to the Conference of the Parties to the Convention for
the purpose of considering and deciding on the pro-
posal. The Conference of the Parties shall make every
effort to achieve consensus on each amendment. If all
efforts at consensus have been exhausted and no agree-
ment has been reached, the amendment shall, as a last
resort, require for its adoption a two-thirds majority
vote of the States Parties present and voting at the meet-
ing of the Conference of the Parties.

2. Regional economic integration organizations, in
matters within their competence, shall exercise their
right to vote under this article with a number of votes
equal to the number of their member States that are
Parties to this Convention. Such organizations shall not
exercise their right to vote if their member States exer-
cise theirs and vice versa.

3. An amendment adopted in accordance with
paragraph 1 of this article is subject to ratification,
acceptance or approval by States Parties.

4. An amendment adopted in accordance with
paragraph 1 of this article shall enter into force in re-
spect of a State Party ninety days after the date of the
deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Na-
tions of an instrument of ratification, acceptance or ap-
proval of such amendment.

5. When an amendment enters into force, it shall be
binding on those States Parties which have expressed
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their consent to be bound by it. Other States Parties
shall still be bound by the provisions of this Convention
and any earlier amendments that they have ratified, ac-
cepted or approved.

Article 40
Denunciation

1. A State Party may denounce this Convention by
written notification to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations. Such denunciation shall become
effective one year after the date of receipt of the notifi-
cation by the Secretary-General.

2. A regional economic integration organization
shall cease to be a Party to this Convention when all of
its member States have denounced it.

3. Denunciation of this Convention in accordance
with paragraph 1 of this article shall entail the denun-
ciation of any protocols thereto.

Article 41
Depositary and languages

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations is
designated depositary of this Convention.

2. The original of this Convention, of which the
Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish
texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned pleni-
potentiaries, being duly authorized thereto by their re-
spective Governments, have signed this Convention.

ANNEX II
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in

Persons, Especially Women and Children,
supplementing the United Nations Convention against

Transnational Organized Crime

Preamble
The States Parties to this Protocol,
Declaring that effective action to prevent and combat

trafficking in persons, especially women and children,
requires a comprehensive international approach in
the countries of origin, transit and destination that in-
cludes measures to prevent such trafficking, to punish
the traffickers and to protect the victims of such traf-
ficking, including by protecting their internationally
recognized human rights,

Taking into account the fact that, despite the existence
of a variety of international instruments containing
rules and practical measures to combat the exploitation
of persons, especially women and children, there is no
universal instrument that addresses all aspects of traf-
ficking in persons,

Concerned that, in the absence of such an instrument,
persons who are vulnerable to trafficking will not be
sufficiently protected,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 53/111 of 9
December 1998, in which the Assembly decided to es-
tablish an open-ended intergovernmental ad hoc com-
mittee for the purpose of elaborating a comprehensive
international convention against transnational organ-
ized crime and of discussing the elaboration of, inter
alia, an international instrument addressing traffick-
ing in women and children,

Convinced that supplementing the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime
with an international instrument for the prevention,
suppression and punishment of trafficking in persons,

especially women and children, will be useful in pre-
venting and combating that crime,

Have agreed as follows:

I. General provisions

Article 1
Relation with the United Nations Convention against

Transnational Organized Crime
1. This Protocol supplements the United Nations

Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. It
shall be interpreted together with the Convention.

2. The provisions of the Convention shall apply,
mutatis mutandis, to this Protocol unless otherwise
provided herein.

3. The offences established in accordance with arti-
cle 5 of this Protocol shall be regarded as offences es-
tablished in accordance with the Convention.

Article 2
Statement of purpose

The purposes of this Protocol are:
(a) To prevent and combat trafficking in persons,

paying particular attention to women and children;
(b) To protect and assist the victims of such traffick-

ing, with full respect for their human rights; and
(c) To promote cooperation among States Parties in

order to meet those objectives.
Article 3

Use of terms
For the purposes of this Protocol:
(a) "Trafficking in persons" shall mean the recruit-

ment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt
of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or
other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of de-
ception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vul-
nerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or
benefits to achieve the consent of a person having con-
trol over another person, for the purpose of exploita-
tion. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the ex-
ploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms
of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slav-
ery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the re-
moval of organs;

(b) The consent of a victim of trafficking in persons
to the intended exploitation set forth in subparagraph
(a) of this article shall be irrelevant where any of the
means set forth in subparagraph (a) have been used;

(c) The recruitment, transportation, transfer, har-
bouring or receipt of a child for the purpose of exploi-
tation shall be considered "trafficking in persons" even
if this does not involve any of the means set forth in sub-
paragraph (a) of this article;

(d) "Child" shall mean any person under eighteen
years of age.

Article 4
Scope of application

This Protocol shall apply, except as otherwise stated
herein, to the prevention, investigation and prosecu-
tion of the offences established in accordance with arti-
cle 5 of this Protocol, where those offences are trans-
national in nature and involve an organized criminal
group, as well as to the protection of victims of such of-
fences.
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Article 5
Criminalization

1. Each State Party shall adopt such legislative and
other measures as may be necessary to establish as
criminal offences the conduct set forth in article 3 of
this Protocol, when committed intentionally.

2. Each State Party shall also adopt such legislative
and other measures as may be necessary to establish as
criminal offences:

(a) Subject to the basic concepts of its legal system,
attempting to commit an offence established in accord-
ance with paragraph 1 of this article;

(b) Participating as an accomplice in an offence es-
tablished in accordance with paragraph 1 of this arti-
cle; and

(c) Organizing or directing other persons to com-
mit an offence established in accordance with para-
graph 1 of this article.

II. Protection of victims of trafficking in persons

Article 6
Assistance to and protection of victims of trafficking in persons

1. In appropriate cases and to the extent possible
under its domestic law, each State Party shall protect
the privacy and identity of victims of trafficking in per-
sons, including, inter alia, by making legal proceedings
relating to such trafficking confidential.

2. Each State Party shall ensure that its domestic
legal or administrative system contains measures that
provide to victims of trafficking in persons, in appro-
priate cases:

(a) Information on relevant court and administra-
tive proceedings;

(b) Assistance to enable their views and concerns to
be presented and considered at appropriate stages of
criminal proceedings against offenders, in a manner
not prejudicial to the rights of the defence.

3. Each State Party shall consider implementing
measures to provide for the physical, psychological
and social recovery of victims of trafficking in per-
sons, including, in appropriate cases, in cooperation
with non-governmental organizations, other relevant
organizations and other elements of civil society, and,
in particular, the provision of:

(a) Appropriate housing;
(b) Counselling and information, in particular as

regards their legal rights, in a language that the victims
of trafficking in persons can understand;

(c) Medical, psychological and material assistance;
and

(d) Employment, educational and training oppor-
tunities.

4. Each State Party shall take into account, in apply-
ing the provisions of this article, the age, gender and
special needs of victims of trafficking in persons, in
particular the special needs of children, including ap-
propriate housing, education and care.

5. Each State Party shall endeavour to provide for
the physical safety of victims of trafficking in persons
while they are within its territory.

6. Each State Party shall ensure that its domestic le-
gal system contains measures that offer victims of traf-
ficking in persons the possibility of obtaining compen-
sation for damage suffered.

Article 7
Status of victims of trafficking in persons in receiving States

1. In addition to taking measures pursuant to arti-
cle 6 of this Protocol, each State Party shall consider
adopting legislative or other appropriate measures that
permit victims of trafficking in persons to remain in its
territory, temporarily or permanently, in appropriate
cases.

2. In implementing the provision contained in
paragraph 1 of this article, each State Party shall give
appropriate consideration to humanitarian and com-
passionate factors.

Article 8
Repatriation of victims of trafficking in persons

1. The State Party of which a victim of trafficking in
persons is a national or in which the person had the
right of permanent residence at the time of entry into
the territory of the receiving State Party shall facilitate
and accept, with due regard for the safety of that per-
son, the return of that person without undue or unrea-
sonable delay.

2. When a State Party returns a victim of trafficking
in persons to a State Party of which that person is a na-
tional or in which he or she had, at the time of entry
into the territory of the receiving State Party, the right
of permanent residence, such return shall be with due
regard for the safety of that person and for the status of
any legal proceedings related to the fact that the person
is a victim of trafficking and shall preferably be volun-
tary.

3. At the request of a receiving State Party, a re-
quested State Party shall, without undue or unreason-
able delay, verify whether a person who is a victim of
trafficking in persons is its national or had the right of
permanent residence in its territory at the time of en-
try into the territory of the receiving State Party.

4. In order to facilitate the return of a victim of traf-
ficking in persons who is without proper documenta-
tion, the State Party of which that person is a national
or in which he or she had the right of permanent resi-
dence at the time of entry into the territory of the re-
ceiving State Party shall agree to issue, at the request of
the receiving State Party, such travel documents or
other authorization as may be necessary to enable the
person to travel to and re-enter its territory.

5. This article shall be without prejudice to any
right afforded to victims of trafficking in persons by
any domestic law of the receiving State Party.

6. This article shall be without prejudice to any ap-
plicable bilateral or multilateral agreement or arrange-
ment that governs, in whole or in part, the return of
victims of trafficking in persons.

III. Prevention, cooperation and other measures
Article 9

Prevention of trafficking in persons
1. States Parties shall establish comprehensive poli-

cies, programmes and other measures:
(a) To prevent and combat trafficking in persons;

and
(b) To protect victims of trafficking in persons, es-

pecially women and children, from revictimization.
2. States Parties shall endeavour to undertake

measures such as research, information and mass me-
dia campaigns and social and economic initiatives to
prevent and combat trafficking in persons.
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3. Policies, programmes and other measures estab-
lished in accordance with this article shall, as appropri-
ate, include cooperation with non-governmental or-
ganizations, other relevant organizations and other
elements of civil society.

4. States Parties shall take or strengthen measures,
including through bilateral or multilateral coopera-
tion, to alleviate the factors that make persons, espe-
cially women and children, vulnerable to trafficking,
such as poverty, underdevelopment and lack of equal
opportunity.

5. States Parties shall adopt or strengthen legisla-
tive or other measures, such as educational, social or
cultural measures, including through bilateral and
multilateral cooperation, to discourage the demand
that fosters all forms of exploitation of persons, espe-
cially women and children, that leads to trafficking.

Article 10
Information exchange and training

1. Law enforcement, immigration or other relevant
authorities of States Parties shall, as appropriate, co-
operate with one another by exchanging information,
in accordance with their domestic law, to enable them
to determine:

(a) Whether individuals crossing or attempting to
cross an international border with travel documents
belonging to other persons or without travel docu-
ments are perpetrators or victims of trafficking in per-
sons;

(b) The types of travel document that individuals
have used or attempted to use to cross an international
border for the purpose of trafficking in persons; and

(c) The means and methods used by organized
criminal groups for the purpose of trafficking in per-
sons, including the recruitment and transportation of
victims, routes and links between and among individ-
uals and groups engaged in such trafficking, and possi-
ble measures for detecting them.

2. States Parties shall provide or strengthen train-
ing for law enforcement, immigration and other rele-
vant officials in the prevention of trafficking in per-
sons. The training should focus on methods used in
preventing such trafficking, prosecuting the traffickers
and protecting the rights of the victims, including pro-
tecting the victims from the traffickers. The training
should also take into account the need to consider hu-
man rights and child- and gender-sensitive issues and it
should encourage cooperation with non-governmental
organizations, other relevant organizations and other
elements of civil society.

3. A State Party that receives information shall com-
ply with any request by the State Party that transmitted
the information that places restrictions on its use.

Article11
Border measures

1. Without prejudice to international commitments
in relation to the free movement of people, States Par-
ties shall strengthen, to the extent possible, such border
controls as may be necessary to prevent and detect traf-
ficking in persons.

2. Each State Party shall adopt legislative or other
appropriate measures to prevent, to the extent possible,
means of transport operated by commercial carriers
from being used in the commission of offences estab-
lished in accordance with article 5 of this Protocol.

3. Where appropriate, and without prejudice to ap-
plicable international conventions, such measures shall
include establishing the obligation of commercial car-
riers, including any transportation company or the
owner or operator of any means of transport, to ascer-
tain that all passengers are in possession of the travel
documents required for entry into the receiving State.

4. Each State Party shall take the necessary meas-
ures, in accordance with its domestic law, to provide for
sanctions in cases of violation of the obligation set forth
in paragraph 3 of this article.

5. Each State Party shall consider taking measures
that permit, in accordance with its domestic law, the
denial of entry or revocation of visas of persons impli-
cated in the commission of offences established in
accordance with this Protocol.

6. Without prejudice to article 27 of the Conven-
tion, States Parties shall consider strengthening co-
operation among border control agencies by, inter alia,
establishing and maintaining direct channels of com-
munication.

Article 12
Security and control of documents

Each State Party shall take such measures as may be
necessary, within available means:

(a) To ensure that travel or identity documents
issued by it are of such quality that they cannot easily be
misused and cannot readily be falsified or unlawfully
altered, replicated or issued; and

(b) To ensure the integrity and security of travel or
identity documents issued by or on behalf of the State
Party and to prevent their unlawful creation, issuance
and use.

Article 13
Legitimacy and validity of documents

At the request of another State Party, a State Party
shall, in accordance with its domestic law, verify within
a reasonable time the legitimacy and validity of travel
or identity documents issued or purported to have
been issued in its name and suspected of being used for
trafficking in persons.

IV. Final provisions
Article 14

Saving clause
1. Nothing in this Protocol shall affect the rights,

obligations and responsibilities of States and individ-
uals under international law, including international
humanitarian law and international human rights law
and, in particular, where applicable, the 1951 Conven-
tion and the 1967 Protocol relating to the Status of
Refugees and the principle of non-refoulement as con-
tained therein.

2. The measures set forth in this Protocol shall be
interpreted and applied in a way that is not discrimina-
tory to persons on the ground that they are victims of
trafficking in persons. The interpretation and applica-
tion of those measures shall be consistent with interna-
tionally recognized principles of non-discrimination.

Article 15
Settlement of disputes

1. States Parties shall endeavour to settle disputes
concerning the interpretation or application of this
Protocol through negotiation.
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2. Any dispute between two or more States Parties
concerning the interpretation or application of this
Protocol that cannot be settled through negotiation
within a reasonable time shall, at the request of one of
those States Parties, be submitted to arbitration. If, six
months after the date of the request for arbitration,
those States Parties are unable to agree on the organiza-
tion of the arbitration, any one of those States Parties
may refer the dispute to the International Court of Jus-
tice by request in accordance with the Statute of the
Court.

3. Each State Party may, at the time of signature,
ratification, acceptance or approval of or accession to
this Protocol, declare that it does not consider itself
bound by paragraph 2 of this article. The other States
Parties shall not be bound by paragraph 2 of this article
with respect to any State Party that has made such a res-
ervation.

4. Any State Party that has made a reservation in
accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may at any
time withdraw that reservation by notification to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 16
Signature, ratification, acceptance, approval and accession

1. This Protocol shall be open to all States for signa-
ture from 12 to 15 December 2000 in Palermo, Italy,
and thereafter at United Nations Headquarters in New
York until 12 December 2002.

2. This Protocol shall also be open for signature by
regional economic integration organizations provided
that at least one member State of such organization has
signed this Protocol in accordance with paragraph 1 of
this article.

3. This Protocol is subject to ratification, accept-
ance or approval. Instruments of ratification, accept-
ance or approval shall be deposited with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations. A regional economic
integration organization may deposit its instrument of
ratification, acceptance or approval if at least one of its
member States has done likewise. In that instrument of
ratification, acceptance or approval, such organization
shall declare the extent of its competence with respect
to the matters governed by this Protocol. Such organi-
zation shall also inform the depositary of any relevant
modification in the extent of its competence.

4. This Protocol is open for accession by any State
or any regional economic integration organization of
which at least one member State is a Party to this Proto-
col. Instruments of accession shall be deposited with
the Secretary-General of the United Nations. At the
time of its accession, a regional economic integration
organization shall declare the extent of its competence
with respect to matters governed by this Protocol. Such
organization shall also inform the depositary of any
relevant modification in the extent of its competence.

Article 17
Entry into force

1. This Protocol shall enter into force on the nineti-
eth day after the date of deposit of the fortieth instru-
ment of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession,
except that it shall not enter into force before the entry
into force of the Convention. For the purpose of this
paragraph, any instrument deposited by a regional
economic integration organization shall not be

counted as additional to those deposited by member
States of such organization.

2. For each State or regional economic integration
organization ratifying, accepting, approving or acced-
ing to this Protocol after the deposit of the fortieth in-
strument of such action, this Protocol shall enter into
force on the thirtieth day after the date of deposit by
such State or organization of the relevant instrument
or on the date this Protocol enters into force pursuant
to paragraph 1 of this article, whichever is the later.

Article 18
Amendment

1. After the expiry of five years from the entry into
force of this Protocol, a State Party to the Protocol may
propose an amendment and file it with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, who shall thereupon
communicate the proposed amendment to the States
Parties and to the Conference of the Parties to the Con-
vention for the purpose of considering and deciding
on the proposal. The States Parties to this Protocol
meeting at the Conference of the Parties shall make ev-
ery effort to achieve consensus on each amendment. If
all efforts at consensus have been exhausted and no
agreement has been reached, the amendment shall, as
a last resort, require for its adoption a two-thirds ma-
jority vote of the States Parties to this Protocol present
and voting at the meeting of the Conference of the Par-
ties.

2. Regional economic integration organizations, in
matters within their competence, shall exercise their
right to vote under this article with a number of votes
equal to the number of their member States that are
Parties to this Protocol. Such organizations shall not ex-
ercise their right to vote if their member States exercise
theirs and vice versa.

3. An amendment adopted in accordance with
paragraph 1 of this article is subject to ratification,
acceptance or approval by States Parties.

4. An amendment adopted in accordance with
paragraph 1 of this article shall enter into force in re-
spect of a State Party ninety days after the date of the
deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Na-
tions of an instrument of ratification, acceptance or ap-
proval of such amendment.

5. When an amendment enters into force, it shall be
binding on those States Parties which have expressed
their consent to be bound by it. Other States Parties
shall still be bound by the provisions of this Protocol
and any earlier amendments that they have ratified, ac-
cepted or approved.

Article 19
Denunciation

1. A State Party may denounce this Protocol by writ-
ten notification to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations. Such denunciation shall become effective one
year after the date of receipt of the notification by the
Secretary-General.

2. A regional economic integration organization
shall cease to be a Party to this Protocol when all of its
member States have denounced it.

Article 20
Depositary and languages

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations is
designated depositary of this Protocol.
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2. The original of this Protocol, of which the Ara-
bic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish
texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned pleni-
potentiaries, being duly authorized thereto by their re-
spective Governments, have signed this Protocol.

ANNEX III
Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land,

Sea and Air, supplementing the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime

Preamble
The States Parties to this Protocol,
Declaring that effective action to prevent and combat

the smuggling of migrants by land, sea and air requires
a comprehensive international approach, including co-
operation, the exchange of information and other ap-
propriate measures, including socio-economic meas-
ures, at the national, regional and international levels,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 54/212 of 22
December 1999, in which the Assembly urged Member
States and the United Nations system to strengthen in-
ternational cooperation in the area of international mi-
gration and development in order to address the root
causes of migration, especially those related to poverty,
and to maximize the benefits of international migra-
tion to those concerned, and encouraged, where rele-
vant, interregional, regional and subregional mecha-
nisms to continue to address the question of migration
and development,

Convinced of the need to provide migrants with hu-
mane treatment and full protection of their rights,

Taking into account the fact that, despite work under-
taken in other international forums, there is no univer-
sal instrument that addresses all aspects of smuggling
of migrants and other related issues,

Concerned at the significant increase in the activities
of organized criminal groups in smuggling of migrants
and other related criminal activities set forth in this
Protocol, which bring great harm to the States con-
cerned,

Also concerned that the smuggling of migrants can en-
danger the lives or security of the migrants involved,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 53/111 of 9
December 1998, in which the Assembly decided to es-
tablish an open-ended intergovernmental ad hoc com-
mittee for the purpose of elaborating a comprehensive
international convention against transnational organ-
ized crime and of discussing the elaboration of, inter
alia, an international instrument addressing illegal
trafficking in and transporting of migrants, including
by sea,

Convinced that supplementing the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime
with an international instrument against the smug-
gling of migrants by land, sea and air will be useful in
preventing and combating that crime,

Have agreed as follows:
I. General provisions

Article 1
Relation with the United Nations Convention against

Transnational Organized Crime
1. This Protocol supplements the United Nations

Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. It
shall be interpreted together with the Convention.

2. The provisions of the Convention shall apply,
mutatis mutandis, to this Protocol unless otherwise
provided herein.

3. The offences established in accordance with arti-
cle 6 of this Protocol shall be regarded as offences es-
tablished in accordance with the Convention.

Article 2
Statement of purpose

The purpose of this Protocol is to prevent and com-
bat the smuggling of migrants, as well as to promote co-
operation among States Parties to that end, while pro-
tecting the rights of smuggled migrants.

Article 3
Use of terms

For the purposes of this Protocol:
(a) "Smuggling of migrants" shall mean the pro-

curement, in order to obtain, directly or indirectly, a fi-
nancial or other material benefit, of the illegal entry of
a person into a State Party of which the person is not a
national or a permanent resident;

(b) "Illegal entry" shall mean crossing borders with-
out complying with the necessary requirements for le-
gal entry into the receiving State;

(c) "Fraudulent travel or identity document" shall
mean any travel or identity document:

(i) That has been falsely made or altered in some
material way by anyone other than a person or
agency lawfully authorized to make or issue the
travel or identity document on behalf of a State;
or

(ii) That has been improperly issued or obtained
through misrepresentation, corruption or du-
ress or in any other unlawful manner; or

(iii) That is being used by a person other than the
rightful holder;

(d) "Vessel" shall mean any type of water craft, in-
cluding non-displacement craft and seaplanes, used or
capable of being used as a means of transportation on
water, except a warship, naval auxiliary or other vessel
owned or operated by a Government and used, for the
time being, only on government non-commercial serv-
ice.

Article 4
Scope of application

This Protocol shall apply, except as otherwise stated
herein, to the prevention, investigation and prosecu-
tion of the offences established in accordance with arti-
cle 6 of this Protocol, where the offences are trans-
national in nature and involve an organized criminal
group, as well as to the protection of the rights of per-
sons who have been the object of such offences.

Article 5
Criminal liability of migrants

Migrants shall not become liable to criminal prose-
cution under this Protocol for the fact of having been
the object of conduct set forth in article 6 of this Proto-
col.

Article 6
Criminalization

1. Each State Party shall adopt such legislative and
other measures as may be necessary to establish as
criminal offences, when committed intentionally and
in order to obtain, directly or indirectly, a financial or
other material benefit:
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(a) The smuggling of migrants;
(b) When committed for the purpose of enabling

the smuggling of migrants:
(i) Producing a fraudulent travel or identity docu-

ment;
(ii) Procuring, providing or possessing such a docu-

ment;
(c) Enabling a person who is not a national or a per-

manent resident to remain in the State concerned with-
out complying with the necessary requirements for le-
gally remaining in the State by the means mentioned in
subparagraph (b) of this paragraph or any other illegal
means.

2. Each State Party shall also adopt such legislative
and other measures as may be necessary to establish as
criminal offences:

(a) Subject to the basic concepts of its legal system,
attempting to commit an offence established in accord-
ance with paragraph 1 of this article;

(b) Participating as an accomplice in an offence es-
tablished in accordance with paragraph 1 (a), (b) (i) or
(c) of this article and, subject to the basic concepts of its
legal system, participating as an accomplice in an of-
fence established in accordance with paragraph 1 (b)
(ii) of this article;

(c) Organizing or directing other persons to com-
mit an offence established in accordance with para-
graph 1 of this article.

3. Each State Party shall adopt such legislative and
other measures as may be necessary to establish as ag-
gravating circumstances to the offences established in
accordance with paragraph 1 (a), (b) (i) and (c) of this
article and, subject to the basic concepts of its legal sys-
tem, to the offences established in accordance with
paragraph 2 (b) and (c) of this article, circumstances:

(a) That endanger, or are likely to endanger, the
lives or safety of the migrants concerned; or

(b) That entail inhuman or degrading treatment,
including for exploitation, of such migrants.

4. Nothing in this Protocol shall prevent a State
Party from taking measures against a person whose
conduct constitutes an offence under its domestic law.

II. Smuggling of migrants by sea
Article 7

Cooperation
States Parties shall cooperate to the fullest extent

possible to prevent and suppress the smuggling of mi-
grants by sea, in accordance with the international law
of the sea.

Article 8
Measures against the smuggling of migrants by sea

1. A State Party that has reasonable grounds to sus-
pect that a vessel that is flying its flag or claiming its
registry, that is without nationality or that, though fly-
ing a foreign flag or refusing to show a flag, is in reality
of the nationality of the State Party concerned is en-
gaged in the smuggling of migrants by sea may request
the assistance of other States Parties in suppressing the
use of the vessel for that purpose. The States Parties so
requested shall render such assistance to the extent
possible within their means.

2. A State Party that has reasonable grounds to sus-
pect that a vessel exercising freedom of navigation in
accordance with international law and flying the flag

or displaying the marks of registry of another State
Party is engaged in the smuggling of migrants by sea
may so notify the flag State, request confirmation of
registry and, if confirmed, request authorization from
the flag State to take appropriate measures with regard
to that vessel. The flag State may authorize the request-
ing State, inter alia:

(a) To board the vessel;
(b) To search the vessel; and
(c) If evidence is found that the vessel is engaged in

the smuggling of migrants by sea, to take appropriate
measures with respect to the vessel and persons and
cargo on board, as authorized by the flag State.

3. A State Party that has taken any measure in
accordance with paragraph 2 of this article shall
promptly inform the flag State concerned of the results
of that measure.

4. A State Party shall respond expeditiously to a re-
quest from another State Party to determine whether a
vessel that is claiming its registry or flying its flag is en-
titled to do so and to a request for authorization made
in accordance with paragraph 2 of this article.

5. A flag State may, consistent with article 7 of this
Protocol, subject its authorization to conditions to be
agreed by it and the requesting State, including condi-
tions relating to responsibility and the extent of effec-
tive measures to be taken. A State Party shall take no ad-
ditional measures without the express authorization of
the flag State, except those necessary to relieve immi-
nent danger to the lives of persons or those which de-
rive from relevant bilateral or multilateral agreements.

6. Each State Party shall designate an authority or,
where necessary, authorities to receive and respond to
requests for assistance, for confirmation of registry or
of the right of a vessel to fly its flag and for authorization
to take appropriate measures. Such designation shall be
notified through the Secretary-General to all other
States Parties within one month of the designation.

7. A State Party that has reasonable grounds to sus-
pect that a vessel is engaged in the smuggling of mi-
grants by sea and is without nationality or may be as-
similated to a vessel without nationality may board and
search the vessel. If evidence confirming the suspicion
is found, that State Party shall take appropriate meas-
ures in accordance with relevant domestic and interna-
tional law.

Article 9
Safeguard clauses

1. Where a State Party takes measures against a ves-
sel in accordance with article 8 of this Protocol, it shall:

(a) Ensure the safety and humane treatment of the
persons on board;

(b) Take due account of the need not to endanger
the security of the vessel or its cargo;

(c) Take due account of the need not to prejudice
the commercial or legal interests of the flag State or
any other interested State;

(d) Ensure, within available means, that any meas-
ure taken with regard to the vessel is environmentally
sound.

2. Where the grounds for measures taken pursuant
to article 8 of this Protocol prove to be unfounded, the
vessel shall be compensated for any loss or damage that
may have been sustained, provided that the vessel has
not committed any act justifying the measures taken.
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3. Any measure taken, adopted or implemented in
accordance with this chapter shall take due account of
the need not to interfere with or to affect:

(a) The rights and obligations and the exercise of
jurisdiction of coastal States in accordance with the in-
ternational law of the sea; or

(b) The authority of the flag State to exercise juris-
diction and control in administrative, technical and so-
cial matters involving the vessel.

4. Any measure taken at sea pursuant to this chap-
ter shall be carried out only by warships or military air-
craft, or by other ships or aircraft clearly marked and
identifiable as being on government service and
authorized to that effect.

HI. Prevention, cooperation and other measures
Article 10

Information
1. Without prejudice to articles 27 and 28 of the

Convention, States Parties, in particular those with
common borders or located on routes along which mi-
grants are smuggled, shall, for the purpose of achiev-
ing the objectives of this Protocol, exchange among
themselves, consistent with their respective domestic
legal and administrative systems, relevant information
on matters such as:

(a) Embarkation and destination points, as well as
routes, carriers and means of transportation, known to
be or suspected of being used by an organized criminal
group engaged in conduct set forth in article 6 of this
Protocol;

(b) The identity and methods of organizations or
organized criminal groups known to be or suspected of
being engaged in conduct set forth in article 6 of this
Protocol;

(c) The authenticity and proper form of travel
documents issued by a State Party and the theft or re-
lated misuse of blank travel or identity documents;

(d) Means and methods of concealment and trans-
portation of persons, the unlawful alteration, repro-
duction or acquisition or other misuse of travel or iden-
tity documents used in conduct set forth in article 6 of
this Protocol and ways of detecting them;

(e) Legislative experiences and practices and meas-
ures to prevent and combat the conduct set forth in arti-
cle 6 of this Protocol; and

(f) Scientific and technological information useful
to law enforcement, so as to enhance each other's abil-
ity to prevent, detect and investigate the conduct set
forth in article 6 of this Protocol and to prosecute those
involved.

2. A State Party that receives information shall com-
ply with any request by the State Party that transmitted
the information that places restrictions on its use.

Article 11
Border measures

1. Without prejudice to international commitments
in relation to the free movement of people, States Par-
ties shall strengthen, to the extent possible, such border
controls as may be necessary to prevent and detect the
smuggling of migrants.

2. Each State Party shall adopt legislative or other
appropriate measures to prevent, to the extent possible,
means of transport operated by commercial carriers
from being used in the commission of the offence es-

tablished in accordance with article 6, paragraph 1 (a),
of this Protocol.

3. Where appropriate, and without prejudice to ap-
plicable international conventions, such measures shall
include establishing the obligation of commercial car-
riers, including any transportation company or the
owner or operator of any means of transport, to ascer-
tain that all passengers are in possession of the travel
documents required for entry into the receiving State.

4. Each State Party shall take the necessary meas-
ures, in accordance with its domestic law, to provide for
sanctions in cases of violation of the obligation set forth
in paragraph 3 of this article.

5. Each State Party shall consider taking measures
that permit, in accordance with its domestic law, the
denial of entry or revocation of visas of persons impli-
cated in the commission of offences established in
accordance with this Protocol.

6. Without prejudice to article 27 of the Conven-
tion, States Parties shall consider strengthening co-
operation among border control agencies by, inter alia,
establishing and maintaining direct channels of com-
munication.

Article 12
Security and control of documents

Each State Party shall take such measures as may be
necessary, within available means:

(a) To ensure that travel or identity documents
issued by it are of such quality that they cannot easily be
misused and cannot readily be falsified or unlawfully
altered, replicated or issued; and

(b) To ensure the integrity and security of travel or
identity documents issued by or on behalf of the State
Party and to prevent their unlawful creation, issuance
and use.

Article 13
Legitimacy and validity of documents

At the request of another State Party, a State Party
shall, in accordance with its domestic law, verify within
a reasonable time the legitimacy and validity of travel
or identity documents issued or purported to have
been issued in its name and suspected of being used for
purposes of conduct set forth in article 6 of this Proto-
col.

Article 14
Training and technical cooperation

1. States Parties shall provide or strengthen special-
ized training for immigration and other relevant offi-
cials in preventing the conduct set forth in article 6 of
this Protocol and in the humane treatment of migrants
who have been the object of such conduct, while re-
specting their rights as set forth in this Protocol.

2. States Parties shall cooperate with each other
and with competent international organizations, non-
governmental organizations, other relevant organiza-
tions and other elements of civil society as appropriate
to ensure that there is adequate personnel training in
their territories to prevent, combat and eradicate the
conduct set forth in article 6 of this Protocol and to pro-
tect the rights of migrants who have been the object of
such conduct. Such training shall include:

(a) Improving the security and quality of travel
documents;

(b) Recognizing and detecting fraudulent travel or
identity documents;
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(c) Gathering criminal intelligence, relating in par-
ticular to the identification of organized criminal
groups known to be or suspected of being engaged in
conduct set forth in article 6 of this Protocol, the meth-
ods used to transport smuggled migrants, the misuse of
travel or identity documents for purposes of conduct
set forth in article 6 and the means of concealment
used in the smuggling of migrants;

(d) Improving procedures for detecting smuggled
persons at conventional and non-conventional points
of entry and exit; and

(e) The humane treatment of migrants and the pro-
tection of their rights as set forth in this Protocol.

3. States Parties with relevant expertise shall con-
sider providing technical assistance to States that are
frequently countries of origin or transit for persons
who have been the object of conduct set forth in article
6 of this Protocol. States Parties shall make every effort
to provide the necessary resources, such as vehicles,
computer systems and document readers, to combat
the conduct set forth in article 6.

Article 15
Other prevention measures

1. Each State Party shall take measures to ensure
that it provides or strengthens information pro-
grammes to increase public awareness of the fact that
the conduct set forth in article 6 of this Protocol is a
criminal activity frequently perpetrated by organized
criminal groups for profit and that it poses serious risks
to the migrants concerned.

2. In accordance with article 31 of the Convention,
States Parties shall cooperate in the field of public in-
formation for the purpose of preventing potential mi-
grants from falling victim to organized criminal
groups.

3. Each State Party shall promote or strengthen, as
appropriate, development programmes and coopera-
tion at the national, regional and international levels,
taking into account the socio-economic realities of mi-
gration and paying special attention to economically
and socially depressed areas, in order to combat the
root socio-economic causes of the smuggling of mi-
grants, such as poverty and underdevelopment.

Article 16
Protection and assistance measures

1. In implementing this Protocol, each State Party
shall take, consistent with its obligations under inter-
national law, all appropriate measures, including legis-
lation if necessary, to preserve and protect the rights of
persons who have been the object of conduct set forth
in article 6 of this Protocol as accorded under applica-
ble international law, in particular the right to life and
the right not to be subjected to torture or other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

2. Each State Party shall take appropriate measures
to afford migrants appropriate protection against vio-
lence that may be inflicted upon them, whether by indi-
viduals or groups, by reason of being the object of con-
duct set forth in article 6 of this Protocol.

3. Each State Party shall afford appropriate assist-
ance to migrants whose lives or safety are endangered
by reason of being the object of conduct set forth in ar-
ticle 6 of this Protocol.

4. In applying the provisions of this article, States
Parties shall take into account the special needs of
women and children.

5. In the case of the detention of a person who has
been the object of conduct set forth in article 6 of this
Protocol, each State Party shall comply with its obliga-
tions under the Vienna Convention on Consular Rela-
tions, where applicable, including that of informing
the person concerned without delay about the provi-
sions concerning notification to and communication
with consular officers.

Article 17
Agreements and arrangements

States Parties shall consider the conclusion of bilat-
eral or regional agreements or operational arrange-
ments or understandings aimed at:

(a) Establishing the most appropriate and effective
measures to prevent and combat the conduct set forth
in article 6 of this Protocol; or

(b) Enhancing the provisions of this Protocol
among themselves.

Article 18
Return of smuggled migrants

1. Each State Party agrees to facilitate and accept,
without undue or unreasonable delay, the return of a
person who has been the object of conduct set forth in
article 6 of this Protocol and who is its national or who
has the right of permanent residence in its territory at
the time of return.

2. Each State Party shall consider the possibility of
facilitating and accepting the return of a person who
has been the object of conduct set forth in article 6 of
this Protocol and who had the right of permanent resi-
dence in its territory at the time of entry into the receiv-
ing State in accordance with its domestic law.

3. At the request of the receiving State Party, a re-
quested State Party shall, without undue or unreason-
able delay, verify whether a person who has been the
object of conduct set forth in article 6 of this Protocol is
its national or has the right of permanent residence in
its territory.

4. In order to facilitate the return of a person who
has been the object of conduct set forth in article 6 of
this Protocol and is without proper documentation, the
State Party of which that person is a national or in
which he or she has the right of permanent residence
shall agree to issue, at the request of the receiving State
Party, such travel documents or other authorization as
may be necessary to enable the person to travel to and
re-enter its territory.

5. Each State Party involved with the return of a
person who has been the object of conduct set forth in
article 6 of this Protocol shall take all appropriate meas-
ures to carry out the return in an orderly manner and
with due regard for the safety and dignity of the per-
son.

6. States Parties may cooperate with relevant inter-
national organizations in the implementation of this
article.

7. This article shall be without prejudice to any
right afforded to persons who have been the object of
conduct set forth in article 6 of this Protocol by any do-
mestic law of the receiving State Party.

8. This article shall not affect the obligations en-
tered into under any other applicable treaty, bilateral
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or multilateral, or any other applicable operational
agreement or arrangement that governs, in whole or in
part, the return of persons who have been the object of
conduct set forth in article 6 of this Protocol.

IV. Final provisions
Article 19

Saving clause
1. Nothing in this Protocol shall affect the other

rights, obligations and responsibilities of States and in-
dividuals under international law, including interna-
tional humanitarian law and international human
rights law and, in particular, where applicable, the 1951
Convention and the 1967 Protocol relating to the Status
of Refugees and the principle of non-refoulement as
contained therein.

2. The measures set forth in this Protocol shall be
interpreted and applied in a way that is not discrimina-
tory to persons on the ground that they are the object of
conduct set forth in article 6 of this Protocol. The inter-
pretation and application of those measures shall be
consistent with internationally recognized principles
of non-discrimination.

Article 20
Settlement of disputes

1. States Parties shall endeavour to settle disputes
concerning the interpretation or application of this
Protocol through negotiation.

2. Any dispute between two or more States Parties
concerning the interpretation or application of this
Protocol that cannot be settled through negotiation
within a reasonable time shall, at the request of one of
those States Parties, be submitted to arbitration. If, six
months after the date of the request for arbitration,
those States Parties are unable to agree on the organiza-
tion of the arbitration, any one of those States Parties
may refer the dispute to the International Court of Jus-
tice by request in accordance with the Statute of the
Court.

3. Each State Party may, at the time of signature,
ratification, acceptance or approval of or accession to
this Protocol, declare that it does not consider itself
bound by paragraph 2 of this article. The other States
Parties shall not be bound by paragraph 2 of this article
with respect to any State Party that has made such a res-
ervation.

4. Any State Party that has made a reservation in
accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may at any
time withdraw that reservation by notification to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 21
Signature, ratification, acceptance, approval and accession

1. This Protocol shall be open to all States for signa-
ture from 12 to 15 December 2000 in Palermo, Italy,
and thereafter at United Nations Headquarters in New
York until 12 December 2002.

2. This Protocol shall also be open for signature by
regional economic integration organizations provided
that at least one member State of such organization has
signed this Protocol in accordance with paragraph 1 of
this article.

3. This Protocol is subject to ratification, accept-
ance or approval. Instruments of ratification, accept-
ance or approval shall be deposited with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations. A regional economic

integration organization may deposit its instrument of
ratification, acceptance or approval if at least one of its
member States has done likewise. In that instrument of
ratification, acceptance or approval, such organization
shall declare the extent of its competence with respect
to the matters governed by this Protocol. Such organi-
zation shall also inform the depositary of any relevant
modification in the extent of its competence.

4. This Protocol is open for accession by any State
or any regional economic integration organization of
which at least one member State is a Party to this Proto-
col. Instruments of accession shall be deposited with
the Secretary-General of the United Nations. At the
time of its accession, a regional economic integration
organization shall declare the extent of its competence
with respect to matters governed by this Protocol. Such
organization shall also inform the depositary of any
relevant modification in the extent of its competence.

Article 22
Entry into force

1. This Protocol shall enter into force on the nineti-
eth day after the date of deposit of the fortieth instru-
ment of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession,
except that it shall not enter into force before the entry
into force of the Convention. For the purpose of this
paragraph, any instrument deposited by a regional
economic integration organization shall not be
counted as additional to those deposited by member
States of such organization.

2. For each State or regional economic integration
organization ratifying, accepting, approving or acced-
ing to this Protocol after the deposit of the fortieth in-
strument of such action, this Protocol shall enter into
force on the thirtieth day after the date of deposit by
such State or organization of the relevant instrument
or on the date this Protocol enters into force pursuant
to paragraph 1 of this article, whichever is the later.

Article 23
Amendment

1. After the expiry of five years from the entry into
force of this Protocol, a State Party to the Protocol may
propose an amendment and file it with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, who shall thereupon
communicate the proposed amendment to the States
Parties and to the Conference of the Parties to the Con-
vention for the purpose of considering and deciding on
the proposal. The States Parties to this Protocol meeting
at the Conference of the Parties shall make every effort
to achieve consensus on each amendment. If all efforts
at consensus have been exhausted and no agreement has
been reached, the amendment shall, as a last resort, re-
quire for its adoption a two-thirds majority vote of the
States Parties to this Protocol present and voting at the
meeting of the Conference of the Parties.

2. Regional economic integration organizations, in
matters within their competence, shall exercise their
right to vote under this article with a number of votes
equal to the number of their member States that are
Parties to this Protocol. Such organizations shall not ex-
ercise their right to vote if their member States exercise
theirs and vice versa.

3. An amendment adopted in accordance with
paragraph 1 of this article is subject to ratification,
acceptance or approval by States Parties.
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4. An amendment adopted in accordance with
paragraph 1 of this article shall enter into force in re-
spect of a State Party ninety days after the date of the
deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Na-
tions of an instrument of ratification, acceptance or ap-
proval of such amendment.

5. When an amendment enters into force, it shall be
binding on those States Parties which have expressed
their consent to be bound by it. Other States Parties
shall still be bound by the provisions of this Protocol
and any earlier amendments that they have ratified, ac-
cepted or approved.

Article 24
Denunciation

1. A State Party may denounce this Protocol by writ-
ten notification to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations. Such denunciation shall become effective one
year after the date of receipt of the notification by the
Secretary-General.

2. A regional economic integration organization
shall cease to be a Party to this Protocol when all of its
member States have denounced it.

Article 25
Depositary and languages

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations is
designated depositary of this Protocol.

2. The original of this Protocol, of which the Ara-
bic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish
texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned pleni-
potentiaries, being duly authorized thereto by their re-
spective Governments, have signed this Protocol.

Strategies for crime prevention

Corruption
In January [A/AC.254/25], the Ad Hoc Commit-

tee on the Elaboration of a Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime (see p. 1048), in
response to General Assembly resolution 54/128
[YUN 1999, p. 1062], discussed the desirability of an
international legal instrument against corrup-
tion. The Committee was of the view that the le-
gal instrument was desirable and that it should be
independent of the United Nations Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime (see
p. 1050).

The Committee transmitted its views to the
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice, which drafted a resolution for the Assem-
bly's adoption (see below).

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION

On 27 July [meeting43], the Economic and Social
Council, on the recommendation of the Commis-
sion on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
[E/2000/30], adopted resolution 2000/13 without
Vote [agenda item 14 (c)].

An effective international legal instrument
against corruption

The Economic and Social Council
Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of

the following draft resolution:
[For text, see General Assembly resolution 55/61 below.]

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 4 December [meeting 81], the General Assem-
bly, on the recommendation of the Third Com-
mittee [A/55/593], adopted resolution 55/61 with-
out vote [agenda item 105].

An effective international legal instrument
against corruption

The General Assembly,
Noting the corrosive effect that corruption has on de-

mocracy, development, the rule of law and economic
activity,

Recalling its resolutions 53/111 of 9 December 1998,
by which it established the Ad Hoc Committee on the
Elaboration of a Convention against Transnational Or-
ganized Crime, and 54/126 of 17 December 1999, in
which it requested the Ad Hoc Committee to complete
its work in 2000,

Recalling also its resolution 54/128 of 17 December
1999, in which it requested the Ad Hoc Committee to
explore the desirability of an international instrument
against corruption, either ancillary to or independent
of the United Nations Convention against Trans-
national Organized Crime,

Taking note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee
on its seventh session, during which it considered the
implementation of resolution 54/128,

Recalling the debates and especially the statements
made at the high-level segment and the results of the
Tenth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, in particular
the Vienna Declaration on Crime and Justice: Meeting
the Challenges of the Twenty-first Century,

Bearing in mind the need to prepare a broad instru-
ment that takes into account existing international con-
ventions against corruption,

1. Recognizes that an effective international legal in-
strument against corruption, independent of the
United Nations Convention against Transnational Or-
ganized Crime, is desirable;

2. Decides to begin the elaboration of such an instru-
ment in Vienna at the headquarters of the United Na-
tions Centre for International Crime Prevention of the
United Nations Office for Drug Control and Crime
Prevention;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a
report analysing all relevant international legal instru-
ments, other documents and recommendations ad-
dressing corruption, considering, inter alia, obliga-
tions as regards criminalization of all forms of
corruption and international cooperation, regulatory
aspects of corruption and the relationship between
corruption and money-laundering, and to submit it to
the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice at an inter-sessional meeting in order to allow
Member States to provide comments to the Commis-
sion prior to its tenth session;
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4. Requests the Commission, at its tenth session, to
review and assess the report of the Secretary-General
and, on that basis, to provide recommendations and
guidance as to future work on the development of a le-
gal instrument against corruption;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to convene, upon
completion of the negotiation of the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime
and the related protocols, an intergovernmental open-
ended expert group to examine and prepare, on the
basis of the report of the Secretary-General and of the
recommendations of the Commission at its tenth ses-
sion, draft terms of reference for the negotiation of the
future legal instrument against corruption;

6. Requests the intergovernmental open-ended ex-
pert group to submit the draft terms of reference for
the negotiation of the future legal instrument, through
the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice and the Economic and Social Council, to the
General Assembly at its fifty-sixth session for adoption;

7. Decides to establish an ad hoc committee for the
negotiation of such an instrument to start its work in
Vienna as soon as the draft terms of reference for such
negotiation are adopted;

8. Invites donor countries to assist the United Na-
tions in ensuring the effective participation of develop-
ing countries, in particular least developed countries,
in the work of the intergovernmental open-ended ex-
pert group and the ad hoc committee, including travel
and local expenses;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the
Commission and the intergovernmental open-ended
expert group with the required facilities and resources
to support their work.

ANNEX
Indicative list of international legal instruments,

documents and recommendations against corruption
(a) International Code of Conduct for Public Offi-

cials;
(b) United Nations Declaration against Corruption

and Bribery in International Commercial Transactions;
(c) General Assembly resolution 54/128, in which

the Assembly subscribed to the conclusions and recom-
mendations of the Expert Group Meeting on Corrup-
tion and its Financial Channels, held in Paris from 30
March to 1 April 1999;

(d) Report of the Tenth United Nations Congress
on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Of-
fenders;

(e) Inter-American Convention against Corruption
adopted by the Organization of American States on 29
March 1996;

(f) Recommendation 32 of the Senior Experts
Group on Transnational Organized Crime endorsed by
the Political Group of Eight in Lyon, France, on 29 June
1996;

(g) The Twenty Guiding Principles for the Fight
against Corruption adopted by the Committee of Min-
isters of the Council of Europe on 6 November 1997;

(h) Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign
Public Officials in International Business Transactions
adopted by the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development on 21 November 1997;

(i) Agreement Establishing the Group of States
against Corruption adopted by the Committee of Min-
isters of the Council of Europe on 1 May 1999, and the

Criminal Law Convention on Corruption adopted by
the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe
on 4 November 1998;

(j) Joint Action on corruption in the private sector
adopted by the Council of the European Union on 22
December 1998;

(k) Declarations made by the first Global Forum on
Fighting Corruption, held in Washington, D.C., from
24 to 26 February 1999, and the second Global Forum,
to be held in The Hague in 2001;

(l) Civil Law Convention on Corruption adopted by
the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe
on 9 September 1999;

(m) Model Code of Conduct for Public Officials
adopted by the Committee of Ministers of the Council
of Europe on 11 May 2000;

(n) Principles to Combat Corruption in African
Countries of the Global Coalition for Africa;

(o) Conventions and related protocols of the Euro-
pean Union on corruption;

(p) Best practices such as those compiled by the Basel
Committee on Banking Supervision, the Financial Ac-
tion Task Force on Money-Laundering and the Interna-
tional Organization of Securities Commissions.

Corrupt practices and
illegal transfer of funds

Pursuant to General Assembly resolutions
53/176 [YUN 1998, p. 1046] and 54/205 [YUN 1999,
p. 1063], the Secretary-General, in September
[A/55/405], submitted a report prepared by the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel-
opment, describing measures taken by 47 coun-
tries, as well as international organizations,
groups of countries and NGOs, to give effect to As-
sembly resolutions aimed at preventing corrupt
practices in international commercial transac-
tions and the illegal transfer of funds.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 20 December [meeting 87], on the recommen-
dation of the Second Committee [A/55/580], the
General Assembly adopted resolution 55/188
without vote [agenda item 93].

Preventing and combating corrupt practices and
illegal transfer of funds and repatriation of

such funds to the countries of origin
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 53/176 of 15 December 1998

on action against corruption and bribery in interna-
tional commercial transactions, 54/205 of 22 Decem-
ber 1999 on the prevention of corrupt practices and il-
legal transfer of funds and 55/61 of 4 December 2000
on an effective international legal instrument against
corruption,

Concerned about the seriousness of problems posed
by corruption, which may endanger the stability and
security of societies, undermine the values of democ-
racy and morality and jeopardize social, economic and
political development,

Recognizing the importance of international co-
operation and existing international and national laws
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for combating corruption in international commercial
transactions,

Noting with appreciation the recent adoption of the
United Nations Convention against Transnational Or-
ganized Crime and its two protocols,

Recognizing the important role of the business com-
munity, including, in particular, the private sector, in
enhancing the dynamic process of the development of
the agricultural, industrial and service sectors and the
need to create an enabling environment at the national
and international levels for business in order to facili-
tate economic growth and sustainable development of
developing countries, most especially African coun-
tries, taking into account the development priorities of
Governments,

Mindful of the very important role that the private
sector can play in fostering economic growth and devel-
opment and of the active involvement of the United
Nations system in facilitating the constructive partici-
pation and orderly interaction of the private sector in
the development process by embracing universal prin-
ciples and norms, such as honesty, transparency and ac-
countability,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
the prevention of corrupt practices and illegal transfer
of funds,

1. Reiterates its condemnation of corruption, bribery,
money-laundering and the illegal transfer of funds;

2. Calls for further international and national
measures to combat corrupt practices and bribery in
international transactions and for international co-
operation in support of those measures;

3. Also calls for, while recognizing the importance
of national measures, increased international coopera-
tion, inter alia, through the United Nations system, in
regard to devising ways and means of preventing and
addressing illegal transfers, as well as repatriating ille-
gally transferred funds to the countries of origin, and
calls upon all countries and entities concerned to co-
operate in this regard;

4. Requests the international community to support
the efforts of all countries to strengthen institutional
capacity and regulatory frameworks for preventing
corruption, bribery, money-laundering and illegal
transfer of funds, as well as for the repatriation of those
funds to the countries of origin;

5. Reiterates its request to the Secretary-General, as
contained in resolution 55/61, to convene an intergov-
ernmental open-ended expert group to examine and
prepare, on the basis of the report of the Secretary-
General and of recommendations of the Commission
on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice at its tenth
session, draft terms of reference for the negotiation of
the future legal instrument against corruption, and in-
vites the expert group on the same basis to examine the
question of illegally transferred funds and the
repatriation of such funds to the countries of origin;

6. Decides to keep this matter under review, and, in
this regard, requests the Secretary-General, in consul-
tation with Member States and relevant bodies of the
United Nations system, to prepare, without duplicat-
ing material contained in the report requested by the
Assembly in resolution 55/61, an analytical report con-
taining information on the progress made in the imple-
mentation of the present resolution and, bearing in
mind resolution 54/205, concrete recommendations,

inter alia, with regard to the repatriation of illegally
transferred funds to the countries of origin, and to sub-
mit the report to the General Assembly at its fifty-sixth
session under the item entitled "Sectoral policy ques-
tions: business and development".

Criminal misuse of information technologies

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 4 December [meeting 81], the General As-
sembly, on the recommendation of the Third
Committee [A/55/593], adopted resolution 55/63
without vote [agenda item 105].

Combating the criminal misuse of
information technologies

The General Assembly,
Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declara-

tion, in which Member States resolved to ensure that
the benefits of new technologies, especially informa-
tion and communication technologies, in conformity
with recommendations contained in the Ministerial
Declaration of the high-level segment of the substan-
tive session of 2000 of the Economic and Social Coun-
cil, are available to all,

Recalling also its resolution 45/121 of 14 December
1990, in which it endorsed the recommendations of the
Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, and noting in
particular the resolution on computer-related crimes,
in which the Eighth Congress called upon States to in-
tensify their efforts to combat computer-related abuses
more effectively,

Emphasizing the contributions that the United Na-
tions, in particular the Commission on Crime Preven-
tion and Criminal Justice, can make in the promotion
of more efficient and effective law enforcement and
administration of justice and of the highest standards
of fairness and human dignity,

Recognizing that the free flow of information can
promote economic and social development, education
and democratic governance,

Noting significant advancements in the development
and application of information technologies and
means of telecommunication,

Expressing concern that technological advancements
have created new possibilities for criminal activity, in
particular the criminal misuse of information tech-
nologies,

Noting that reliance on information technologies,
while it may vary from State to State, has resulted in a
substantial increase in global cooperation and coordi-
nation, with the result that the criminal misuse of in-
formation technologies may have a grave impact on all
States,

Recognizing that gaps in the access to and use of in-
formation technologies by States can diminish the
effectiveness of international cooperation in combat-
ing the criminal misuse of information technologies,
and noting the need to facilitate the transfer of infor-
mation technologies, in particular to developing coun-
tries,

Noting the necessity of preventing the criminal mis-
use of information technologies,
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Recognizing the need for cooperation between States
and private industry in combating the criminal misuse
of information technologies,

Under lining the need for enhanced coordination and
cooperation among States in combating the criminal
misuse of information technologies, and, in this con-
text, stressing the role that can be played by both the
United Nations and regional organizations,

Welcoming the work of the Tenth United Nations
Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treat-
ment of Offenders,

Noting the work of the Committee of Experts on
Crime in Cyberspace of the Council of Europe on a
draft convention on cybercrime, the principles agreed
to by the Ministers of Justice and the Interior of the
Group of Eight in Washington, D.C., on 10 December
1997, which were endorsed by the heads of State of the
Group of Eight in Birmingham, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, on 17 May 1998,
the work of the Conference of the Group of Eight on a
dialogue between government and industry on safety
and confidence in cyberspace, held in Paris from 15 to
17 May 2000, and the recommendations approved on 3
March 2000 by the Third Meeting of Ministers of Jus-
tice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Ameri-
cas, convened in San Jose, Costa Rica, from 1 to 3
March 2000 within the framework of the Organization
of American States,

1. Notes with appreciation the efforts of the above-
mentioned bodies to prevent the criminal misuse of in-
formation technologies, and also notes the value of, in-
ter alia, the following measures to combat such misuse:

(a) States should ensure that their laws and practice
eliminate safe havens for those who criminally misuse
information technologies;

(b) Law enforcement cooperation in the investiga-
tion and prosecution of international cases of criminal
misuse of information technologies should be coordi-
nated among all concerned States;

(c) Information should be exchanged between
States regarding the problems that they face in combat-
ing the criminal misuse of information technologies;

(d) Law enforcement personnel should be trained
and equipped to address the criminal misuse of infor-
mation technologies;

(e) Legal systems should protect the confidentiality,
integrity and availability of data and computer systems
from unauthorized impairment and ensure that crimi-
nal abuse is penalized;

(f) Legal systems should permit the preservation of
and quick access to electronic data pertaining to par-
ticular criminal investigations;

(g) Mutual assistance regimes should ensure the
timely investigation of the criminal misuse of informa-
tion technologies and the timely gathering and ex-
change of evidence in such cases;

(h) The general public should be made aware of the
need to prevent and combat the criminal misuse of in-
formation technologies;

(i) To the extent practicable, information technolo-
gies should be designed to help to prevent and detect
criminal misuse, trace criminals and collect evidence;

(j) The fight against the criminal misuse of infor-
mation technologies requires the development of solu-
tions taking into account both the protection of indi-
vidual freedoms and privacy and the preservation of

the capacity of Governments to fight such criminal
misuse;

2. Invites States to take into account the above-
mentioned measures in their efforts to combat the
criminal misuse of information technologies;

3. Decides to maintain the question of the criminal
misuse of information technologies on the agenda of
its fifty-sixth session, as part of the item entitled
"Crime prevention and criminal justice".

UN standards and norms

Juvenile justice reform
In an April report on juvenile justice reform

[E/CN.15/2000/5], prepared pursuant to Economic
and Social Council resolutions 1997/30 [YUN
1997, p. 1158] and 1998/21 [YUN 1998, p. 1047], the
Secretary-General analysed the roles, functions
and activities of partners, including UN entities,
within the parameters of relevant UN instru-
ments and policies, particularly the 1989 Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child, adopted by the
General Assembly in resolution 44/25 [YUN 1989,
p. 561], The report contained information pro-
vided by the Office of the UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights, the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF), the Committee on the
Rights of the Child and WHO.

Noting that the standards originating in the
United Nations were incorporated into the Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child, the report de-
scribed the activities of the Committee on the
Rights of the Child (see p. 614), the Convention's
monitoring body, and reviewed UN action with
regard to standard-setting, monitoring and im-
plementation of instruments and technical advi-
sory services.

Non-binding instruments establishing and
governing juvenile justice were described, in-
cluding the United Nations Standard Minimum
Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice
(the Beijing Rules), adopted by the Assembly in
resolution 40/33 [YUN 1985, p. 746]; the United Na-
tions Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile
Delinquency (the Riyadh Guidelines), adopted
by the Assembly in resolution 45/112 [YUN 1990,
p. 738]; and the United Nations Rules for the Pro-
tection of Juveniles Deprived of Their Liberty,
adopted by the Assembly in resolution 45/113
[ibid., p. 743].

Restorative justice
In April [A/CONF.187/15], following a discussion

on restorative justice, the Tenth United Nations
Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment of Offenders concluded that restora-
tive justice was desirable, as was quality control
and evaluation of relevant initiatives. It was sug-
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gested that the Commission on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice should be invited to formu-
late basic principles and standards to guide States
in the fair and effective use of mediation and
other processes of restorative justice.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION

On 27 July [meeting 43], the Economic and Social
Council, on the recommendation of the Commis-
sion on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
[E/2000/30], adopted resolution 2000/14 without
vote [agenda item 14 (c)].

Basic principles on the use of restorative
justice programmes in criminal matters

The Economic and Social Council,
Recalling its resolution 1999/26 of 28 July 1999, enti-

tled "Development and implementation of mediation
and restorative justice measures in criminal justice", in
which the Council requested the Commission on
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice to consider the
desirability of formulating United Nations standards
in the field of mediation and restorative justice,

Noting the discussions on restorative justice during
the Tenth United Nations Congress on the Prevention
of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in relation to
the agenda item entitled "Offenders and victims: ac-
countability and fairness in the justice process",

Recognizing that the use of restorative justice meas-
ures does not prejudice the right of States to prosecute
alleged offenders,

1. Takes note of the preliminary draft elements of a
declaration of basic principles on the use of restorative
justice programmes in criminal matters, annexed to
the present resolution;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to seek comments
from Member States and relevant intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations, as well as the in-
stitutes of the United Nations Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice Programme network, on the desirabil-
ity and the means of establishing common principles
on the use of restorative justice programmes in crimi-
nal matters, including the advisability of developing an
instrument, such as the preliminary draft elements of a
declaration annexed to the present resolution, and on
the contents of this draft;

3. Also requests the Secretary-General to convene,
subject to the availability of voluntary contributions, a
meeting of experts selected on the basis of equitable
geographical representation to review the comments
received and to examine proposals for further action in
relation to restorative justice, including mediation, as
well as the possibility of developing an instrument such
as a declaration of basic principles on the use of re-

ing into account the preliminary draft elements of a
declaration annexed to the present resolution;

4. Further requests the Secretary-General to report to
the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice at its eleventh session on the comments received
and the results of the meeting of experts;

5. Invites the Commission to take action at its elev-
enth session on the basis of the report of the Secretary-
General;

6. Calls upon Member States, building on the results
of the Tenth United Nations Congress on the Preven-
tion of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, to con-
tinue to exchange information on experiences in the
implementation and evaluation of programmes for re-

ANNEX
Preliminary draft elements of a declaration
of basic principles on the use of restorative

justice programmes in criminal matters

I. Definitions
1. "Restorative justice programme" means any pro-

gramme that uses restorative processes or aims to
achieve restorative outcomes.

2. "Restorative outcome" means an agreement
reached as the result of a restorative process. Examples
of restorative outcomes include restitution, community
service and any other programme or response designed
to achieve reparation for the victim and community and
reintegration of the victim and/or the offender.

3. "Restorative process" means any process in which
the victim, the offender and/or any other individuals or
community members affected by a crime participate to-
gether actively in the resolution of matters arising from
the crime, often with the help of a fair and impartial
third party. Examples of restorative processes include
mediation, conferencing and sentencing circles.

4. "Parties" means the victim, the offender and any
other individuals or community members affected by a
crime who may be involved in a restorative justice pro-
gramme.

5. "Facilitator" means a fair and impartial third
party whose role is to facilitate the participation of vic-
tims and offenders in an encounter programme.

II. Use of restorative justice programmes
6. Restorative justice programmes should be gener-

ally available at all stages of the criminal justice pro-
cess.

7. Restorative processes should be used only with
the free and voluntary consent of the parties. The par-
ties should be able to withdraw such consent at any time
during the process. Agreements should be arrived at
voluntarily by the parties and should contain only rea-
sonable and proportionate obligations.

8. All parties should normally acknowledge the ba-
sic facts of a case as a basis for participation in a restora-
tive process. Participation should not be used as evi-
dence of admission of guilt in subsequent legal
proceedings.

9. Obvious disparities with respect to factors such
as power imbalances and the age, maturity or intellec-
tual capacity of the parties should be taken into consid-
eration in referring a case to and in conducting a re-
storative process. Similarly, obvious threats to the safety
of any of the parties should also be considered in refer-
ring a case to and in conducting a restorative process.
The views of the parties themselves about the suitabil-
ity of restorative processes or outcomes should be given
great deference in this consideration.

10. Where restorative processes and/or outcomes
are not possible, criminal justice officials should do all
they can to encourage the offender to take responsibil-
ity vis-a-vis the victim and affected communities, and
reintegration of the victim and/or offender into the
community.

storative justice, including mediation.

storative justice programmes in criminal matters, tak-
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III. Operation of restorative justice programmes
11. Guidelines and standards should be estab-

lished, with legislative authority when necessary, that
govern the use of restorative justice programmes. Such
guidelines and standards should address:

(a) The conditions for the referral of cases to re-
storative justice programmes;

(b) The handling of cases following a restorative
process;

(c) The qualifications, training and assessment of
facilitators;

(d) The administration of restorative justice pro-
grammes;

(e) Standards of competence and ethical rules gov-
erning the operation of restorative justice pro-
grammes.

12. Fundamental procedural safeguards should be
applied to restorative justice programmes and in par-
ticular to restorative processes:

(a) The parties should have the right to legal advice
before and after the restorative process and, where nec-
essary, to translation and/or interpretation. Minors
should, in addition, have the right to parental assist-
ance;

(b) Before agreeing to participate in restorative pro-
cesses, the parties should be fully informed of their
rights, the nature of the process and the possible conse-
quences of their decision;

(c) Neither the victim nor the offender should be in-
duced by unfair means to participate in restorative pro-
cesses or outcomes.

13. Discussions in restorative processes should be
confidential and should not be disclosed subsequently,
except with the agreement of the parties.

14. Judicial discharges based on agreements arising
out of restorative justice programmes should have the
same status as judicial decisions or judgements and
should preclude prosecution in respect of the same
facts (non bis in idem).

15. Where no agreement can be made between the
parties, the case should be referred back to the criminal
justice authorities and a decision as to how to proceed
should be taken without delay. Lack of agreement may
not be used as justification for a more severe sentence
in subsequent criminal justice proceedings.

16. Failure to implement an agreement made in the
course of a restorative process should be referred back
to the restorative programme or to the criminal justice
authorities and a decision as to how to proceed should
be taken without delay. Failure to implement the agree-
ment may not be used as justification for a more severe
sentence in subsequent criminal justice proceedings.

IV. Facilitators
17. Facilitators should be recruited from all sections

of society and should generally possess good under-
standing of local cultures and communities. They
should be able to demonstrate sound judgement and
the interpersonal skills necessary for conducting re-
storative processes.

18. Facilitators should perform their duties in an
impartial manner, based on the facts of the case and on
the needs and wishes of the parties. They should always
respect the dignity of the parties and ensure that the
parties act with respect towards each other.

19. Facilitators should be responsible for providing
a safe and appropriate environment for the restorative
process. They should be sensitive to any vulnerability
of the parties.

20. Facilitators should receive initial training be-
fore taking up facilitation duties and should also re-
ceive in-service training. The training should aim at
providing skills in conflict resolution, taking into ac-
count the particular needs of victims and offenders, at
providing basic knowledge of the criminal justice sys-
tem and at providing a thorough knowledge of the op-
eration of the restorative programme in which they will
do their work.

V. Continuing development of
restorative justice programmes

21. There should be regular consultation between
criminal justice authorities and administrators of re-

derstanding of restorative processes and outcomes, to
increase the extent to which restorative programmes
are used and to explore ways in which restorative ap-
proaches might be incorporated into criminal justice
practices.

22. Member States should promote research on and
evaluation of restorative justice programmes to assess
the extent to which they result in restorative outcomes,
serve as an alternative to the criminal justice process
and provide positive outcomes for all parties.

23. Restorative justice processes may need to un-
dergo change in concrete form over time. Member
States should therefore encourage regular, rigorous
evaluation and modification of such programmes in
the light of the above definitions.

International fund
In accordance with Economic and Social

Council resolution 1998/21 [YUN 1998, p. 1047], a
working group of experts on the possible estab-
lishment of a fund for victims of crimes and
abuse of power was convened in January.

The group endorsed the creation of such an in-
ternational fund and suggested that it be used to
support the development and/or strengthening
of victim support services through technical
assistance, develop measures for special victim
types or groups, particularly with regard to
transnational crime, and design international
awareness-raising campaigns promoting victims'
rights and effective crime prevention.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION

On 27 July [meeting 43], the Economic and Social
Council, on the recommendation of the Commis-
sion on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
[E/2000/30], adopted resolution 2000/15 without
vote [agenda item 14 (c)].

Implementation of the Declaration of Basic Principles
of Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power

The Economic and Social Council,
Recognizing the importance of the Declaration of Ba-

sic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse

storative justice programmes to develop a common un-
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of Power, adopted by the General Assembly in its resolu -
tion 40/34 of 29 November 1985, and the adoption of
the Declaration as an important landmark in interna-
tional efforts to improve the treatment of victims,

Bearing in mind that the General Assembly, in its reso-
lution 40/34, called upon Member States to take
the necessary steps to give effect to the provisions of
the Declaration, and urged United Nations entities,
other intergovernmental organizations and non-
governmental organizations to cooperate in the imple-
mentation of those provisions,

Recalling its resolution 1998/21 of 28 July 1998, in
which it requested the Secretary-General to seek the
views of Member States regarding the desirability and
feasibility of establishing an international fund for vic-
tims of crime and abuse of power and to convene a
working group on this matter, consisting of Member
States that expressed an interest in such a fund,

Recalling also the plan of action for the implementa-
tion of the Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for
Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power, annexed to its
resolution 1998/21,

Deeply concerned about the continuing victimization
by crime, especially organized crime, violence, terror-
ism and abuse of power, in particular of vulnerable in-
dividuals such as women and children, which exacts a
vast human cost and impairs the quality of life in many
parts of the world,

1. Notes with appreciation the work done by the work-
ing group of experts that met in January 2000 pursuant
to resolution 1998/21;

2. Takes note of the finding of the working group of
experts that there is a need to provide adequate assist-
ance to initiatives in the area of victim care;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a report
on possible ways and means of providing adequate
assistance to initiatives in the area of victim care, taking
into account, inter alia, the existing mechanisms provid-
ing such assistance and the report of the working group
of experts, and to submit it to the Commission on Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice at its tenth session;

4. Calls upon the Secretary-General, Member States
and intergovernmental and non-governmental organi-
zations to continue to take the necessary steps to give
effect to the provisions of the Declaration of Basic Prin-
ciples of Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse of
Power in cooperation with United Nations entities and
other intergovernmental and non-governmental or-
ganizations;

5. Invites the Commission on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice to consider at its tenth session the re-
port of the working group of experts and the report of
the Secretary-General.

Human resource development

UN research and training institutes

UN Institute for Training and Research
Report of Executive Director. A report of the

Executive Director of the United Nations Insti-

tute for Training and Research (UNITAR)
[A/55/14], covering the period from 1 July 1998 to
30 June 2000, presented the accomplishments
achieved during the Institute's restructuring pe-
riod, as well as its current situation and future
challenges. The report described the activities of
UNITAR's training programme in multilateral di-
plomacy and international affairs management,
and training and capacity-building programmes
in social and economic development. Annexed to
the report was a chronological list of training ac-
tivities during the reporting period, statistical
data on participation, a list of materials published
during the reporting period and financial data.

Report of Secretary-General. A September re-
port of the Secretary-General [A/55/510], pre-
pared in accordance with General Assembly reso-
lution 54/229 [YUN 1999, p. 1069], noted that
UNITAR programmes had remained steady and
sustained. Some 120 programmes, seminars and
workshops had been organized throughout the
world each year since 1996. Project delivery on a
limited number of well-identified areas in which
UNITAR had expertise and sound track records,
introduced as part of the restructuring process,
had continued. The network of partnership with
national and regional academic and specialized
centres had been expanded, particularly in Af-
rica. Research on the design and development of
new pedagogic methodologies was continued
and efforts were made to develop distance learn-
ing, including e-training.

The Secretary-General said that UNITAR's fi-
nancial situation had improved, but remained
fragile. The funding of Special Purpose Grants
was satisfactory but voluntary contributions to
the General Fund remained insufficient. The
Secretary-General discussed the provision of ad-
ditional facilities to the Institute.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 20 December [meeting 87], the General As-
sembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee [A/55/584], adopted resolution 55/208
without vote [agenda item 97].

United Nations Institute for Training and Research
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 49/125 of 19 December

1994, 50/121 of 20 December 1995, 51/188 of 16 De-
cember 1996, 52/206 of 18 December 1997, 53/195 of
15 December 1998 and 54/229 of 22 December 1999,

Having considered the reports of the Secretary-
General and the Executive Director of the United Na-
tions Institute for Training and Research,

Welcoming the efforts made towards consolidation of
the restructuring process of the Institute and the
recent progress made by the Institute in its various pro-
grammes and activities, including the improved co-
operation that has been established with other organi-
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zations of the United Nations system and with regional
and national institutions,

Expressing its appreciation to the Governments and pri-
vate institutions that have made or pledged financial
and other contributions to the Institute,

Noting that contributions to the General Fund have
not increased and that the participation of the devel-
oped countries in training programmes in New York
and Geneva is increasing,

Noting also that the bulk of the resources contributed
to the Institute are directed to the Special Purpose
Grants Fund rather than to the General Fund, and
stressing the need to address that unbalanced situa-
tion,

Noting further that the Institute receives no subsidy
from the United Nations regular budget, that it pro-
vides training programmes to all Member States free of
charge and that similar United Nations institutions
based at Geneva are not charged rent or maintenance
costs,

Reiterating that training activities should be accorded
a more visible and larger role in support of the man-
agement of international affairs and in the execution
of the economic and social development programmes
of the United Nations system,

1. Reaffirms the importance of a coordinated,
United Nations system-wide approach to research and
training based on an effective coherent strategy and an
effective division of labour among the relevant institu-
tions and bodies;

2. Also reaffirms the relevance of the United Nations
Institute for Training and Research in view of the
growing importance of training within the United Na-
tions and the training requirements of States and the
relevance of training-related research activities under-
taken by the Institute within its mandate;

3. Stresses the need for the Institute to strengthen
further its cooperation with other United Nations in-
stitutes and relevant national, regional and interna-
tional institutes;

4. Welcomes the progress made in building partner-
ships between the Institute and other agencies and
bodies of the United Nations system with respect to
their training programmes, and, in this context, under-
lines the need to develop further and to expand the
scope of these partnerships, in particular at the coun-
try level;

5. Welcomes also the decisions taken so far by the
Secretary-General to ensure continuity in the manage-
ment of the Institute and to consider the proper grade
for the post of Executive Director;

6. Requests the Board of Trustees of the United Na-
tions Institute for Training and Research to intensify
its efforts to attract experts from developing countries
and countries with economies in transition for the
preparation of relevant training materials for the pro-
grammes and activities of the Institute, and stresses
that the courses of the Institute should focus primarily
on development issues;

7. Renews its appeal to all Governments, in particular
those of developed countries, and to private institu-
tions that have not yet contributed financially or other-
wise to the Institute, to give it their generous financial
and other support, and urges the States that have inter-
rupted their voluntary contributions to consider re-

suming them in view of the successful restructuring
and revitalization of the Institute;

8. Calls upon developed countries, which are in-
creasingly participating in the training programmes
conducted in New York and Geneva, to make contribu-
tions or consider increasing their contributions to the
General Fund;

9. Encourages the Board of Trustees of the Institute
to continue its efforts to resolve the critical financial
situation of the Institute, in particular with a view to
broadening its donor base and increasing the contribu-
tions made to the General Fund;

10. Also encourages the Board of Trustees to consider
diversifying further the venues of the events organized
by the Institute and to include the cities hosting re-
gional commissions, in order to promote greater parti-
cipation and reduce costs;

11. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation
with the Institute and United Nations funds and pro-
grammes, to continue to explore ways and means of
systematically utilizing the Institute in the execution of
training and capacity-building programmes for the
economic and social development of developing coun-
tries;

12. Notes with appreciation the services rendered by
the Executive Director of the Institute in the light of
the challenges emanating from the increased responsi-
bilities encountered by his office;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to consider re-
classifying the rental rates and maintenance costs
charged to the Institute with a view to alleviating its
current financial difficulties, which are aggravated by
the current practice of charging commercial rates, tak-
ing into account that other organizations affiliated
with the United Nations enjoy such privileges;

14. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to it
at its fifty-sixth session on the implementation of the
present resolution.

On 23 December, the Assembly decided that
the item on training and research would remain
for consideration at its resumed fifty-fifth (2001)
session (decision 55/458).

United Nations University
In a September report [A/55/412], the Secretary-

General, in response to General Assembly reso-
lution 53/194 [YUN 1998, p. 1058], presented meas-
ures taken to improve interaction between the
United Nations University (UNU) and the rest of
the UN system. He observed that over the preced-
ing year, UNU had continued to progress in devel-
oping closer relations with other UN entities.
Under the UNU Council's four-year strategic
plan (2000-2004), developed in consultation with
UN organizations and agencies, ongoing projects
and new initiatives would be structured within
two broad programme areas: peace and govern-
ance, and environment and sustainable develop-
ment.

The Secretary-General concluded that, in
spite of the relatively modest level of funding,
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UNU continued to expand its activities and pro-
grammes. UNU research findings had played an
important role in policy formulation within the
UN system. However, there was a need for better
communication between UNU research produc-
ers and potential system-wide research consum-
ers, an area partially addressed through a new
dialogue process initiated in Geneva during
2000, which brought the two together to discuss
enhanced collaboration.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 20 December [meeting 87], the General As-
sembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee [A/55/584], adopted resolution 55/206
without vote [agenda item 97].

United Nations University
The General Assembly,
Reaffirming its previous resolutions on the United

Nations University, including resolution 53/194 of 15
December 1998,

Having considered the report of the Council of the
United Nations University, as presented by the Rector
of the University on 31 October 2000, and the report of
the Secretary-General,

Bearing in mind the need to continue to ensure a
coordinated, system-wide approach to training and
training-related research issues and to continue to pur-
sue a coherent strategy for building on common fields
of interest and complementarities among the various
training and research institutions in the United Na-
tions system,

Expressing its deep appreciation for the voluntary con-
tributions made to date by Governments and other
public and private entities in support of the University,

Noting with satisfaction that, since its creation twenty-
five years ago, the University has developed a distinc-
tive identity in the United Nations system and the in-
ternational academic and scientific community,

1. Welcomes the adoption by the Governing Council
of the United Nations University of the "Strategic
Plan, 2000: Advancing Knowledge for Human Security
and Development", which has a programmatic focus
on research, policy studies, capacity-building and dis-
semination of information in the two thematic areas of
peace and governance and environment and sustain-
able development, in line with the priority concerns of
the United Nations;

2. Takes note with appreciation of the steps taken by
the Council and the Rector of the University to pro-
mote the work and the visibility of the University, in
particular among Member States, the United Nations
and its agencies, through such measures as organizing
a series of public forums for the purpose of disseminat-
ing the results of its research, and requests them to fur-
ther intensify such efforts;

3. Welcomes the contribution made by the University
to the work of the United Nations, both in intergovern-
mental processes, including United Nations global
conferences, and in analytical work, and requests the
Rector to intensify his efforts to extend the policy stud-
ies programme of the University;

4. Emphasizes the continuing need of the University
to strengthen the capacity of scholarly and scientific in-
stitutions in developing countries by extending its
capacity-building programmes and through innovative
partnerships and networking, involving the United Na-
tions system, academic entities, professional associa-
tions, private sector bodies and other elements of civil
society that will bring additional input to the work of
the University;

5. Welcomes the progress made by the University in
improving interaction and communication between the
University and the rest of the United Nations system,
noted in the report of the Secretary-General, requests
the Rector to intensify his efforts in this regard, and
also requests the Secretary-General to encourage other
bodies of the United Nations system to improve their
interaction and communication with the University so
that it may serve as a think tank for the system;

6. Requests the Secretary-General, in this connec-
tion, to continue his consideration of innovative meas-
ures to improve interaction and communication be-
tween the University and other relevant bodies of the
United Nations system and, in the light of resolution
53/194, to ensure that the work of the University is
taken into account in all relevant activities of the system
so that the system may draw more extensively upon the
work of the University, and to submit a report thereon
to the Assembly at its fifty-seventh session;

7. Welcomes the progress made with regard to the
participation of the University in the work of the Ad-
ministrative Committee on Coordination, and encour-
ages the University to play an active role in this regard
in order to better understand and respond to the needs
of the United Nations system as it carries out its work;

8. Also welcomes the initiative taken by the University,
together with the United Nations Office at Geneva, in
bringing together United Nations research entities,
and invites the Secretary-General to use those annual
meetings to develop greater synergy among them, and
between them and other bodies of the United Nations
system;

9. Takes note of the important ongoing cooperation
between the University and the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization, in par-
ticular in the follow-up activities to the World Confer-
ence on Higher Education, held in Paris from 5 to 9
October 1998, the preparation of the World Water Devel-
opment Report and the initiation of the programme on
dialogue among civilizations;

10. Recognizes the importance of the creation of
linkages, collaboration and cooperation with other re-
search institutions and universities throughout the
world, in particular in developing countries, in order to
facilitate the exchange of information, experience and
best practice so as to mainstream the perspective of de-
veloping countries in the activities of the University;

11. Requests the University to broaden the reach of
its dissemination activities by using innovative meth-
ods, including new information and communication
technologies, to ensure that the knowledge developed
by the University is made available to all those to whom
it may be of benefit;

12. Requests the Council and the Rector, taking into
account the previous resolutions of the Assembly and
the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on the Univer-
sity, to continue to make further efforts to ensure the
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efficiency and cost-effectiveness of the activities of the
University, as well as its financial transparency and
accountability, to intensify efforts to augment its
Endowment Fund and to find innovative ways to mobil-
ize operating contributions and other programme and
project support;

13. Invites the international community to make
voluntary contributions to the University, including its
research and training centres and programmes, and in
particular to its Endowment Fund.

Education for all
The Education for All (EFA) 2000 Assess-

ment—a detailed analysis of the state of basic edu-
cation worldwide—which was launched in 1997
under the auspices of the EFA Forum [YUN 1997,
p. 1181] to follow up the 1990 World Conference on
Education for All [YUN 1990, p. 763], demonstrated
significant progress in many countries. However,
in 2000, more than 113 million children did not
have access to primary education, 880 million
adults were illiterate, gender discrimination con-

tinued to permeate education systems, and the
quality of learning and the acquisition of human
values and skills fell short of the aspirations and
needs of individuals and societies.

The World Education Forum (Dakar, Senegal,
26-28 April), sponsored by the United Nations
Development Programme, UNESCO, the United
Nations Population Fund, UNICEF and the World
Bank, was convened to assess progress towards
education for all since the 1990 World Confer-
ence. At the opening of the Forum, the
Secretary-General launched the 10-year United
Nations Girls' Education Initiative. The Forum
adopted the Dakar Framework for Action, Educa-
tion for All: Meeting Our Collective Commit-
ments, which reaffirmed the goal of education
for all, committed participants to work towards
specific educational goals by 2015 or earlier, and
called for the development or strengthening of
national action plans and the reinforcement of
national, regional and international mecha-
nisms.


