
Chapter IX Economic and social questions

Social policy, crime prevention
and human resources development

In 2001, the United Nations continued to pro-
mote the advancement of social, cultural and hu-
man resources development, and to strengthen
its crime prevention and criminal justice pro-
gramme.

In February, the Commission for Social Devel-
opment considered measures for implementing
the further initiatives for social development
adopted by the General Assembly at its twenty-
fourth (2000) special session to review and ap-
praise implementation of the outcome of the
1995 World Summit for Social Development. The
Assembly, in 2001, addressed follow-up to the
World Summit and the special session and took
action regarding other social issues, including
the implementation of the 1982 World Pro-
gramme of Action concerning Disabled Persons
and preparations for the tenth anniversary of the
1994 International Year of the Family.

The Assembly devoted two plenary meetings to
the observance of the International Year of Dia-
logue among Civilizations (2001), at the close of
which it proclaimed the Global Agenda for Dia-
logue among Civilizations. The Assembly also
proclaimed 2002 as the United Nations Year for
Cultural Heritage and addressed the question of
the return or restitution of cultural properties.
As part of UN efforts to enhance respect for cul-
tural diversity, the Assembly adopted resolutions
on the protection of religious sites, the destruc-
tion of relics and monuments in Afghanistan and
the building of a better world through sports and
the Olympic ideal.

The Commission on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice finalized draft plans of action
for the implementation of the 2000 Vienna Dec-
laration on Crime and Justice, which the
Economic and Social Council endorsed and rec-
ommended to the Assembly for adoption. An inter-
governmental expert group commenced work
on drafting an international legal instrument
against corruption. In May, the Assembly
adopted and opened for signature the Protocol
against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Traffick-
ing in Firearms, Their Parts and Components
and Ammunition to the 2000 United Nations
Convention on Transnational Organized Crime.
In December, the Assembly called for the early

ratification of the Convention and related proto-
cols.

In continuing efforts to achieve the global goal
of education for all, the Assembly, in December,
proclaimed the 10-year period beginning 1 Janu-
ary 2003 the United Nations Literacy Decade. In
its resolution on the University for Peace, it in-
vited all peoples to celebrate One Day in Peace on
1 January 2002 and every year thereafter.

Social policy and cultural issues

Social development

Follow-up to 1995 World Summit
and to General Assembly special session

In July [A/56/140], the Secretary-General, in ac-
cordance with General Assembly resolution
55/46 [YUN 2000, p. 1034], reported on follow-up
to the Assembly’s twenty-fourth (2000) special
session [YUN 2000, p. 1012], which reviewed and
appraised implementation of the Copenhagen
Declaration on Social Development and the Pro-
gramme of Action adopted at the 1995 World
Summit for Social Development [YUN 1995, p. 1113].
The report focused on follow-up activities under-
taken by relevant intergovernmental bodies with-
in the UN system to implement the further initia-
tives for social development adopted at the
special session by resolution S/24-2 [YUN 2000,
p. 1013]. Following the special session, the Secreta-
riat initiated efforts to improve coordination of
UN system activities for implementing the out-
comes of the World Summit and the further ini-
tiatives for social development. Subsequent pro-
gress reports from the heads of UN agencies,
funds and programmes indicated that nearly all
UN system bodies had initiated follow-up activi-
ties. Given that many of the activities reported
were in existence prior to the adoption of the fur-
ther initiatives, the special session provided an
important political endorsement of the UN sys-
tem’s ongoing efforts to promote social develop-
ment for all.
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The principal themes and main areas for
follow-up action included: reducing the propor-
tion of people living in extreme poverty by one
half by 2015; monitoring the social impact of
macroeconomic policies; strengthening the in-
ternational financial architecture and reducing
the negative social and economic impacts of in-
ternational financial turbulence; supporting de-
veloping countries’ integration into the multi-
lateral trading system; promoting efforts to
mobilize additional resources for social develop-
ment; sharing best practices in the field of social
protection; minimizing undesirable humanita-
rian consequences of sanctions; strengthening
mechanisms for conflict prevention and peace-
building; elaborating a coordinated interna-
tional strategy on employment; promoting ini-
tiatives on education for all; employing health
policy as a proactive instrument for poverty re-
duction and economic and social development;
strengthening the fight against money-laundering
and corruption; promoting efforts to stop the
HIV/AIDS pandemic; and finding durable solu-
tions to the problems of refugees and returnees.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 88], the General As-
sembly, on the recommendation of the Third (So-
cial, Humanitarian and Cultural) Committee
[A/56/585], adopted resolution 56/177 without
vote [agenda item 27].

Implementation of the outcome of the World Summit
for Social Development and of the twenty-fourth

special session of the General Assembly
The General Assembly,
Recalling the World Summit for Social Development,

held at Copenhagen from 6 to 12 March 1995, and the
twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly,
entitled “World Summit for Social Development and
beyond: achieving social development for all in a
globalizing world”, held at Geneva from 26 June to
1 July 2000,

Reaffirming that the Copenhagen Declaration on
Social Development and the Programme of Action and
the further initiatives for social development adopted
by the General Assembly at its twenty-fourth special
session constitute the basic framework for the
promotion of social development for all at the national
and international levels,

Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declara-
tion,

Recalling also and reaffirming the commitments made
at major United Nations conferences, special sessions,
summit conferences and their follow-up processes, and
the principles expressed in relevant United Nations
declarations,

Recalling further its resolution 55/46 of 29 November
2000 on the implementation of the outcome of the
World Summit for Social Development and of the
twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly,

1. Reaffirms the commitments made by heads of
State and Government at the World Summit for Social
Development, contained in the Copenhagen Declara-
tion on Social Development and the Programme of Ac-
tion, which established a new consensus to place
people at the centre of the concerns for sustainable de-
velopment and pledged to eradicate poverty, promote
full and productive employment and foster social inte-
gration so as to achieve stable, safe and just societies for
all;

2. Also reaffirms the decisions on further action and
initiatives to accelerate social development for all,
adopted by the General Assembly at its twenty-fourth
special session and contained in the further initiatives
for social development;

3. Stresses the vital importance of placing the goals
of social development, as contained in the Copenhagen
Declaration and the Programme of Action and in the
further initiatives for social development, at the centre
of economic policy-making, including in policies that
influence domestic and global market forces and the
global economy;

4. Encourages coordinated and mutually reinforcing
follow-up to the Copenhagen Declaration and the Pro-
gramme of Action, the further initiatives for social de-
velopment and the United Nations Millennium Decla-
ration, emphasizing the strong interrelatedness in
respect of social development issues;

5. Invites the Secretary-General, the Economic and
Social Council, the Commission for Social Develop-
ment, the regional commissions, the relevant agencies,
funds and programmes of the United Nations system
and other relevant intergovernmental forums, within
their respective mandates, to take on a priority basis
and in a coordinated manner all steps necessary to en-
sure the effective implementation of all commitments
and undertakings contained in the Copenhagen Decla-
ration and the Programme of Action and in the further
initiatives for social development, and to continue to be
actively involved in their follow-up;

6. Recognizes that the implementation of the out-
come of the World Summit for Social Development
and of the twenty-fourth special session of the General
Assembly calls for the strengthening of cooperation at
the regional level through, inter alia, the promotion of
dialogue among regional and subregional groups and
organizations, encouragement of the implementation
of regional social development agendas where they ex-
ist, and encouragement of recipient countries, donor
Governments and agencies and multilateral financial
institutions to take greater account of the regional so-
cial development agendas of the regional commissions
and of regional and subregional organizations, inter
alia, in their funding policies and programmes;

7. Reaffirms that a strong political commitment by
the international community is needed to implement
strengthened and effective international cooperation
and assistance for development, including social devel-
opment, and that the mobilization of domestic and in-
ternational resources for development from all sources
is an essential component of the implementation of the
Copenhagen Declaration and the Programme of Ac-
tion and of the further initiatives for social develop-
ment;

8. Welcomes the convening of the International Con-
ference on Financing for Development, to be held at
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Monterrey, Mexico, from 18 to 22 March 2002, which
will consider the mobilization of national and interna-
tional resources for social development, and the World
Summit on Sustainable Development, to be held at
Johannesburg, South Africa, from 2 to 11 September
2002, and encourages their preparatory committees
and other relevant intergovernmental bodies involved
in the preparations for and follow-up to those confer-
ences to give consideration to the outcome of the World
Summit for Social Development and of the twenty-
fourth special session of the General Assembly;

9. Reaffirms that the follow-up to the World Summit
for Social Development and the twenty-fourth special
session of the General Assembly will be undertaken on
the basis of an integrated approach to social develop-
ment and within the framework of a coordinated
follow-up to major international and summit confer-
ences in the economic, social and related fields, and in
this regard takes note of Economic and Social Council
resolution 2001/21 of 26 July 2001 on integrated and
coordinated implementation of and follow-up to the
outcomes of the major United Nations conferences
and summits;

10. Also reaffirms the need for effective partnership
and cooperation between Governments and the rele-
vant actors of civil society, including non-governmental
organizations and the private sector, in the implemen-
tation of and follow-up to the Copenhagen Declaration
and the Programme of Action and the further initia-
tives for social development, and the need for ensuring
their involvement in the planning, elaboration, imple-
mentation and evaluation of social policies at the
national level;

11. Further reaffirms that the Commission for Social
Development, as a functional commission of the
Economic and Social Council, will continue to have the
primary responsibility for the follow-up to and review
of the further implementation of the commitments
made at Copenhagen and the outcome of the twenty-
fourth special session of the General Assembly;

12. Invites Governments to support the work of the
Commission for Social Development, inter alia,
through the participation of high-level representatives
on social development issues and policies, and to con-
tinue to assess on a regular basis the progress made at
the national level towards the implementation of the
outcome of the World Summit for Social Development
and of the twenty-fourth special session of the General
Assembly, and to submit such information on a volun-
tary basis to the Commission;

13. Takes into account the fact that the Commission
for Social Development will consider the priority
theme “Integration of social and economic policy” at
its fortieth session, in 2002, and emphasizes the impor-
tance of the active participation in and contribution to
the work of the Commission by the relevant funds and
programmes and the specialized agencies of the
United Nations system;

14. Takes note of the Report on the World Social Situa-
tion, 2001, and requests the Secretary-General to sub-
mit future reports on a biennial basis;

15. Also takes note of the report of the Secretary-
General;

16. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of
its fifty-seventh session the item entitled “Implementa-
tion of the outcome of the World Summit for Social De-

velopment and of the twenty-fourth special session of
the General Assembly”, and requests the Secretary-
General to submit a report on this question to the Gen-
eral Assembly at its fifty-seventh session.

An overview of the Report on the World Social
Situation, 2001 [Sales No. E.01.IV.5], noted by the As-
sembly above, had been presented by the
Secretary-General to the Economic and Social
Council the previous year [YUN 2000, p. 1034].

Commission for Social Development

The Commission for Social Development, at
its thirty-ninth session (New York, 13-23 Feb-
ruary) [E/2001/26 & Corr.1], recommended a multi-
year work programme for 2002-2006 (see p. 1006)
built around follow-up to the 1995 World Summit
for Social Development and the twenty-fourth
(2000) special session of the General Assembly,
and considered preparations for the observance
of the tenth anniversary of the International Year
of the Family (1994) (see p. 1008). The Commis-
sion convened expert panels and adopted resolu-
tions on the priority theme “Enhancing social
protection and reducing vulnerability in a global-
izing world” and on the sub-theme “The role of
volunteerism in the promotion of social develop-
ment”.

The Commission considered an analytical re-
port of the Secretary-General [E/CN.5/2001/2] on
the priority theme, which drew on the delibera-
tions of two expert group meetings, held in 2000
[YUN 2000, p. 1034], that explored ways to develop
social protection systems and mechanisms to en-
sure their sustainability. The report defined the
terrain of social protection policy in terms of: its
objectives and functions; its relation to human
rights and the political economy; the role of Gov-
ernment, the private sector, the community and
the family; and multilateral efforts, including
those of the UN system and the European Union
(EU). It reviewed the challenges to social protec-
tion in the face of globalization; outlined key ele-
ments in a broad policy and institutional frame-
work; and made recommendations for national
and international action to promote human de-
velopment and effective social protection systems,
to be considered as part of the broader strategies
adopted to achieve that goal.

Having discussed the foregoing report, the
Commission decided to consider ways of further
examining the issue at a future session [E/2001/26
(res. 39/1)].

The Commission also considered the Secretary-
General’s note [E/CN.5/2001/6] on the sub-theme
of the role of volunteerism in the promotion of
social development, which discussed the spirit of
volunteering to recapture its human and commu-
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nity dimension, as well as its constituent and irre-
ducible diversity; dealt with the crucial challenge
of linking voluntary action with social develop-
ment strategies; and explored possible avenues
for government support of volunteering in the
context of the unprecedented opportunities of-
fered by the International Year of Volunteers
(2001) (see p. 814). The Commission welcomed
the Secretary-General’s note and requested him
to report to the General Assembly’s fifty-sixth
(2001) session on ways for Governments and the
UN system to support volunteering (see p. 815)
and to propose recommendations for discussion
at that session [E/2001/26 (dec. 39/2)].

In preparation for the Commission’s 2002 ses-
sion, the Secretariat organized three expert
group meetings (San José, Costa Rica, 11-13 June;
Sofia, Bulgaria, 30 October–1 November; and
New York, 5-7 November) on the social aspects of
macroeconomic policies, expenditures in the so-
cial sector as a productive factor and social assess-
ment as a policy tool. On the basis of the meet-
ings’ outcomes, the Secretary-General prepared a
December report [E/CN.5/2002/3], which reviewed
the framework for the integration of economic
and social policy—the priority theme for the 2002
session—provided an overview of the major chal-
lenges facing that policy, highlighted the major
conclusions of the expert meetings and pre-
sented recommendations for action at the na-
tional and international levels.

On 24 July, the Economic and Social Council
took note of the Commission’s report [E/2001/26
& Corr.1], endorsed its resolutions and decisions,
and approved the provisional agenda and
documentation for its fortieth (2002) session
(decision 2001/235). On the same date, the
Council took note of the report of the Commis-
sion acting as the Preparatory Committee for the
Second World Assembly on Ageing on its first
and resumed sessions and approved the provi-
sional agenda for its second session (decision
2001/239) (see p. 1102).

Work programme
On 24 July [meeting 40], the Economic and Social

Council, on the recommendation of the Commis-
sion for Social Development [E/2001/26 & Corr.1],
adopted resolution 2001/7 without vote [agenda
item 14(b)].

Proposals for a multi-year programme of work
of the Commission for Social Development

for 2002-2006
The Economic and Social Council,
Recalling its resolution 1996/7 of 22 July 1996 by

which it decided on the structure of the agenda and
work programme of the Commission for Social Devel-
opment,

Decides that the multi-year programme of work of the
Commission for the period 2002-2006 shall be the fol-
lowing:

2002: Follow-up to the World Summit for Social Development
and the twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly

(a) Priority theme: “Integration of social and
economic policy”. Under this theme, the following spe-
cific topics will be considered:
(i) Social aspects of macroeconomic policies;

(ii) Social assessment as a policy tool;
(iii) Expenditures in the social sector as a productive

factor;
(b) Review of relevant United Nations plans and

programmes of action pertaining to the situation of
social groups:
(i) Preparatory Committee for the Second World As-

sembly on Ageing (second session);
(ii) Report of the Third Mandate of the Special Rap-

porteur on Disability.

2003: Follow-up to the World Summit for Social Development
and the twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly

(a) Priority theme: “National and international
cooperation for social development”. Under this
theme, the following specific topics will be considered:
(i) Sharing of experiences and practices in social de-

velopment;
(ii) Forging partnerships for social development;

(iii) Social responsibility of the private sector;
(iv) Impact of employment strategies on social devel-

opment;
(v) Policies and role of international financial institu-

tions and their effect on national social develop-
ment strategies;

(b) Review of relevant United Nations plans and
programmes of action pertaining to the situation of
social groups:

Review of the global situation of youth.

2004: Follow-up to the World Summit for Social Development
and the twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly

(a) Priority theme: “Improving public sector effec-
tiveness”;

(b) Review of relevant United Nations plans and
programmes of action pertaining to the situation of
social groups:

Comprehensive review on the occasion of the tenth
anniversary of the International Year of the Family.

2005: Follow-up to the World Summit for Social Development
and the twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly

(a) Priority theme: “Review of further implementa-
tion of the World Summit for Social Development and
the outcome of the twenty-fourth special session of the
General Assembly”;

(b) Review of relevant United Nations plans and
programmes of action pertaining to the situation of
social groups.

2006: Follow-up to the World Summit for Social Development
and the twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly

(a) Priority theme: “Review of the first United
Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (1997-
2006)”;

(b) Review of relevant United Nations plans and
programmes of action pertaining to the social groups.
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Role of cooperatives

In response to General Assembly resolution
54/123 [YUN 1999, p. 1039], the Secretary-General
submitted a May report with a later addendum
[A/56/83-E/2001/68 & Add.1] summarizing informa-
tion received from 18 Governments and 21 spe-
cialized agencies, international organizations,
and national and international cooperative or-
ganizations on their activities in utilizing and de-
veloping cooperatives, as well as their views on
the draft guidelines aimed at creating a suppor-
tive environment for the development of coop-
eratives, previously sent to them for comment.

In general, the Governments reported their
continuing support for and recognition of the co-
operative movement’s potential for and contri-
bution to the attainment of social development
goals. On the basis of the information received,
in particular the specific comments on and sug-
gested revisions to the draft guidelines, the
Secretary-General made a series of recommen-
dations and annexed a revised draft text of the
guidelines for the Assembly’s consideration.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 88], the General As-
sembly, on the recommendation of the Third
Committee [A/56/572], adopted resolution 56/114
without vote [agenda item 108].

Cooperatives in social development
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 47/90 of 16 December 1992,

49/155 of 23 December 1994 and 51/58 of 12 December
1996 and its resolution 54/123 of 17 December 1999, in
which it requested the Secretary-General to seek the
views of Governments on the draft guidelines aimed at
creating a supportive environment for the development
of cooperatives and to provide, if necessary, a revised
version for adoption,

Recognizing that cooperatives, in their various forms,
promote the fullest possible participation in the
economic and social development of all people, includ-
ing women, youth, older persons and people with dis-
abilities, and are becoming a major factor of economic
and social development,

Recognizing also the important contribution and
potential of all forms of cooperatives to the follow-up to
the World Summit for Social Development, held at
Copenhagen from 6 to 12 March 1995, the Fourth
World Conference on Women, held at Beijing from 4 to
15 September 1995, and the second United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II), held at
Istanbul, Turkey, from 3 to 14 June 1996, and their
five-year reviews, as well as the World Food Summit,
held at Rome from 13 to 17 November 1996,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;
2. Draws the attention of Member States to the draft

guidelines aimed at creating a supportive environment
for the development of cooperatives, to be considered
by them in developing or revising their national poli-
cies on cooperatives;

3. Encourages Governments to keep under review,
as appropriate, the legal and administrative provisions
governing the activities of cooperatives, with a view to
ensuring a supportive environment for them and to
protecting and advancing the potential of cooperatives
to help them to achieve their goals;

4. Urges Governments, relevant international or-
ganizations and specialized agencies, in collaboration
with national and international cooperative organiza-
tions, to give due consideration to the role and contri-
bution of cooperatives in the implementation of and
follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit for
Social Development, the Fourth World Conference on
Women and the second United Nations Conference on
Human Settlements (Habitat II) and their five-year re-
views, as well as the World Food Summit, by, inter alia:

(a) Utilizing and developing fully the potential and
contribution of cooperatives for the attainment of
social development goals, in particular the eradication
of poverty, the generation of full and productive em-
ployment and the enhancement of social integration;

(b) Encouraging and facilitating the establishment
and development of cooperatives, including taking
measures aimed at enabling people living in poverty or
belonging to vulnerable groups to engage on a volun-
tary basis in the creation and development of coopera-
tives;

(c) Taking appropriate measures aimed at creating a
supportive and enabling environment for the devel-
opment of cooperatives by, inter alia, developing an
effective partnership between Governments and the
cooperative movement;

5. Invites Governments, in collaboration with the
cooperative movement, to develop programmes to
promote and strengthen the education of members,
the elected leadership and professional cooperative
management, where appropriate, and to create or im-
prove statistical databases on the development of coop-
eratives and on their contribution to national econo-
mies;

6. Invites Governments, relevant international or-
ganizations, specialized agencies and local, national
and international cooperative organizations to con-
tinue to observe the International Day of Cooperatives
annually, on the first Saturday of July, as proclaimed by
the General Assembly in its resolution 47/90;

7. Requests the Secretary-General, in cooperation
with the relevant United Nations and other interna-
tional organizations and national, regional and inter-
national cooperative organizations, to render support
to Member States, as appropriate, in their efforts to cre-
ate a supportive environment for the development of
cooperatives and to promote an exchange of experi-
ence and best practices, through, inter alia, confer-
ences, workshops and seminars at the national and
regional levels;

8. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit a re-
port on the implementation of the present resolution
to the General Assembly at its fifty-eighth session.

UN Research Institute for
Social Development

During 2001, the United Nations Research In-
stitute for Social Development (UNRISD) contin-
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ued to conduct research into the social dimen-
sions of development issues. The report of the
UNRISD Board [E/CN.5/2003/2] detailing the year’s
activities noted that, in September, the Institute
contributed to the World Conference against
Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and
Related Intolerance (see p. 615) and jointly or-
ganized a conference with the Ford Foundation
on reviving development economics as a disci-
pline that could improve the understanding of
the acute problems facing developing countries.
It also noted the commissioning of four papers
on globalization and equity, in preparation for a
meeting of high-level UN officials in 2002 on that
theme. The report described the range of proj-
ects that were ongoing, completed or initiated
under the UNRISD research programmes on so-
cial policy and development; democracy, govern-
ance and human rights; civil society and social
movements; and technology, business and soci-
ety.

UNRISD continued to carry out advisory activi-
ties for UN agencies, multilateral and bilateral
organizations, Governments, non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), other research institutes
and universities. In addition, it maintained a
steady output of publications, which were made
available at many relevant events worldwide, and
focused attention on a comprehensive redevelop-
ment of its web site.

In February [E/2001/26 (dec. 39/105)], the Com-
mission for Social Development took note of the
report of the UNRISD Board for 1999 and 2000
[YUN 1999, p. 1040, & YUN 2000, p. 1035]. Following
consideration of a January note by the Secretary-
General with a later addendum [E/CN.5/2001/8 &
Add.1], the Commission renominated three Board
members, whose terms would expire on 30 June,
for a further two-year term and nominated six
new replacement members for four years, to be
confirmed by the Economic and Social Council
[dec. 39/101]. The Commission also took note of
the Secretary-General’s note [dec. 39/105].

On 24 July, the Council confirmed the three
renominations and six new nominations to the
UNRISD Board (decision 2001/236).

Follow-up to International
Year of the Family

In response to General Assembly resolution
54/124 [YUN 1999, p. 1041] and decision 54/437
[ibid., p. 1346], the Secretary-General, by an August
note [A/56/57-E/2001/5], transmitted to the Assem-
bly and the Economic and Social Council the
fourth biennial report [E/CN.5/2001/4] on follow-
up activities during 1995-1999 to the Interna-
tional Year of the Family (1994), proclaimed by

Assembly resolution 44/82 [YUN 1989, p. 612]. Ac-
cording to the report, those activities resulted in
significant accomplishments at all levels, among
them a greater awareness of the role of families
and family issues, new initiatives and long-term
activities in support of families worldwide,
strengthening and development of mechanisms
devoted to family policy and research, and mobil-
ization of a global network of partners, particu-
larly NGOs.

Nonetheless, some crucial issues were left un-
resolved and gaps in policies remained. In par-
ticular, consensus was not achieved on defini-
tions and terminology related to the family,
family policies and family-sensitive considera-
tions. Partly for that reason, a long-term global
action plan on families, similar to those on the ad-
vancement of women, ageing, youth or disability,
had not been developed.

The report also suggested appropriate ways to
observe the Year’s tenth anniversary in 2004, as
well as national and international preparatory ac-
tivities to be undertaken, and made a number of
recommendations in that context. As the lead en-
tity for the anniversary, the UN Department of
Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) would stimu-
late and coordinate activities on five main
themes: approaches to family policy develop-
ment; technology and its impact on the family;
parental roles and intra-familial support systems;
statistics and indicators for family well-being;
and HIV/AIDS and its impact on families.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION

On 24 July [meeting 40], the Economic and Social
Council, on the recommendation of the Commis-
sion for Social Development [E/2001/26 & Corr.1],
adopted resolution 2001/6 without vote [agenda
item 14 (b)].

Preparations for and observance of the
tenth anniversary of the

International Year of the Family
The Economic and Social Council
Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of

the following draft resolution:
[For text, see General Assembly resolution 56/113 below.]

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 88], the General As-
sembly, on the recommendation of the Third
Committee [A/56/572], adopted resolution 56/113
without vote [agenda item 108].

Preparations for and observance of the
tenth anniversary of the

International Year of the Family
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 44/82 of 8 December 1989,

47/237 of 20 September 1993, 50/142 of 21 December
1995, 52/81 of 12 December 1997 and 54/124 of 17 De-
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cember 1999 concerning the proclamation, prepara-
tions for and observance of the International Year of
the Family,

Recognizing that the preparation for and observance
of the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the
Family provides a useful opportunity for drawing fur-
ther attention to the objectives of the Year for increasing
cooperation at all levels on family issues and for under-
taking concerted actions to strengthen family-centred
policies and programmes as part of an integrated com-
prehensive approach to development,

Recognizing also that the follow-up to the Interna-
tional Year of the Family is an integral part of the
agenda and of the multi-year programme of work of
the Commission for Social Development until 2004,

Recognizing further that the family-related provisions
of the outcomes of the world conferences of the
1990s continue to provide policy guidance on ways to
strengthen family-centred components of policies and
programmes as part of an integrated comprehensive
approach to development,

Noting with concern the devastating effects of difficult
social and economic conditions, armed conflicts, natu-
ral disasters and infectious diseases such as tuber-
culosis and malaria and of the human immunodefi-
ciency virus/acquired immunodeficiency syndrome
(HIV/AIDS) pandemic on family life,

Emphasizing that equality between women and men
and respect for the human rights of all family mem-
bers is essential to family well-being and to society at
large,

Noting the active role of the United Nations in en-
hancing international cooperation in family-related
issues, in particular in the area of research and infor-
mation,

Emphasizing that it is necessary to intensify and im-
prove coordination of the activities of the United
Nations system on family-related issues so as to con-
tribute fully to the effective preparation for and cele-
bration of the tenth anniversary of the International
Year of the Family,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
on the follow-up to the International Year of the Family
and the preparations for the tenth anniversary of the
International Year of the Family and the recommenda-
tions contained therein;

2. UrgesGovernments to view 2004as a targetyearby
which concrete achievements should be made to iden-
tify and elaborate issues of direct concern to families
and also to set up and strengthen, where appropriate,
mechanisms to plan and coordinateactivities of govern-
mental bodies and non-governmental organizations;

3. Encourages the regional commissions, within
their respective mandates and resources, to participate
in the preparatory process of the tenth anniversary of
theInternationalYearof theFamilyandtoplayanactive
role infacilitatingregionalcooperationinthisregard;

4. Requests the Commission for Social Development
to continue to review annually the preparations for the
tenth anniversary of the International Year of the
Family as part of its agenda and of its multi-year
programme of work until 2004;

5. Invites Member States to consider organizing
activities in preparation for the celebration of the tenth
anniversary of the International Year of the Family at
the national level;

6. Requests the Secretary-General, in order to facili-
tate contributions by Governments, to include the
United Nations Trust Fund on Family Activities, on an
annual basis, among the programmes for which funds
are pledged at the United Nations Pledging Confer-
ence for Development Activities;

7. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-seventh session through
the Commission for Social Development and the
Economic and Social Council on the implementation
of the present resolution, including a description of
the state of preparation for the observance of the tenth
anniversary of the International Year of the Family at
all levels.

Report of Secretary-General. In an interim re-
port [E/CN.5/2002/2] covering the period from
February to December, the Secretary-General
described initiatives undertaken in preparation
for the tenth anniversary of the International
Year of the Family in 2004.

DESA convened a consultative meeting on re-
gional and global coordination in the promotion
of social integration (New York, 1-5 October) to
develop a focused approach to preparations for
the observance, and initiated collaborative links
with other UN organizations and consultations
with intergovernmental organizations on family
issues. The Secretariat organized the third con-
sultative meeting of regional and international
NGOs on the family (New York, 9 February) in
conjunction with the February session of the
Commission for Social Development to share in-
formation on planned activities. The United
Nations Trust Fund on Family Activities provided
financial assistance to Governments and NGOs
for projects on the well-being of families. The
UN family programme web site provided, in ad-
dition to other information, the bimonthly news-
letter, Family Matters. The Secretariat prepared
background information for use by Governments,
the UN system and NGOs in the observance of
the International Day of Families (15 May).

The report suggested that Governments
might set up national coordinating committees,
promote public information on the anniversary’s
objectives and encourage grass-roots involvement
in related activities. It called on the Department
of Public Information to develop an information
strategy, on the UN regional commissions and in-
tergovernmental organizations to participate in
the preparations, and for contributions to the
Trust Fund.

Persons with disabilities

Follow-up to World Programme of Action

In response to General Assembly resolution
54/121 [YUN 1999, p. 1043], the Secretary-General
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issued two reports on the implementation of the
l982 World Programme of Action concerning
Disabled Persons, adopted by Assembly resolu-
tion 37/52 [YUN 1982, p. 981]. The first was an
interim report [E/CN.5/2001/7], which reviewed
progress in implementing equalization of oppor-
tunities by, for and with persons with disabilities
in the light of the priorities for action identified
in resolution 54/121, described selected experi-
ences in regional cooperation and presented a
perspective framework for the fourth review and
appraisal of the World Programme of Action in
2002. In February, the Commission for Social
Development took note of the interim report
[E/2001/26 (dec. 39/104)].

The second report, issued in July [A/56/169 &
Corr.1], described recent policy and programme
initiatives related to persons with disabilities,
based on information received from Govern-
ments, UN system organizations and intergov-
ernmental and non-governmental organizations.
Activities of the 27 reporting Governments con-
cerned accessibility, health and social services,
employment and sustainable livelihoods, na-
tional efforts to promote more inclusive societies,
and national awareness campaigns on disability
issues. Within the UN system, the International
Labour Organization focused on promoting de-
cent work for persons with disabilities; the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations organized discussions on the integration
of such persons in its field projects; the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization (UNESCO) directed attention to inclu-
sive education as a strategy to achieve the goal of
education for all; the International Initiative
against Avoidable Disablement, jointly spon-
sored by the World Health Organization, the
United Nations Development Programme and
the United Nations Children’s Fund, had 13
foundations in Asia and East Africa and funded a
disability programme of the Palestinian Author-
ity; and the World Bank introduced disability
concerns into its poverty reduction projects.

The report examined progress in equalization
of opportunities in terms of the establishment of
international norms and standards to promote
the rights of persons with disabilities, the im-
provement of accessibility of the United Nations
for such persons and the compilation of global
statistics and indicators on disability. In addition,
the United Nations Voluntary Fund on Disability
provided $159,676 in grants to six disability-
related projects in Africa and in Central and
Eastern Europe between November 2000 and
June 2001.

The report further considered substantive as-
pects of a framework for the fourth review and

appraisal of the World Programme of Action to
be submitted to the Assembly in 2002. Five criti-
cal aspects were identified for review: the extent
to which countries had specific policies and pro-
grammes designed to facilitate both community-
based rehabilitation and equalization of oppor-
tunities for persons with disabilities; inclusion of
the disability perspective in policies and pro-
grammes to foster social and economic develop-
ment; elaboration of specific criteria for eval-
uation of progress towards full participation and
equality; periodic data gathering based on those
evaluation criteria; and monitoring systems to
obtain indicators for measuring progress.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 88], the General As-
sembly, on the recommendation of the Third
Committee [A/56/572], adopted resolution 56/115
without vote [agenda item 108].

Implementation of the World Programme of Action
concerning Disabled Persons: towards a society

for all in the twenty-first century
The General Assembly,
Recalling the purposes and principles of the Charter

of the United Nations, and reaffirming the obligations
contained in relevant human rights instruments, in-
cluding the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child,

Recalling also its resolutions 37/52 of 3 December
1982, by which it adopted the World Programme of
Action concerning Disabled Persons, 48/96 of 20 De-
cember 1993, by which it adopted the Standard Rules
on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with
Disabilities, 49/153 of 23 December 1994, 50/144 of 21
December 1995, 52/82 of 12 December 1997 and
54/121 of 17 December 1999,

Recalling further all of its relevant resolutions on the
equalization of opportunities for and the human rights
of persons with disabilities, and those of the Economic
and Social Council and its functional commissions,

Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declara-
tion adopted on 8 September 2000 by the heads of State
and Government at the Millennium Summit of the
United Nations, and recognizing the need to promote
and protect all human rights and fundamental free-
doms of people with disabilities,

Noting with appreciation the actions of Governments
to implement relevant sections of the Standard Rules
and of relevant resolutions that give special attention to
accessible environments and information and commu-
nications technologies, health, education and social
services, employment and sustainable livelihoods, in-
cluding the relevant activities of intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations,

Reaffirming the outcomes of the major United
Nations conferences and summits and their respective
follow-up reviews,

Noting with appreciation the assessment by the
Secretary-General of the implementation of the out-
comes of major United Nations conferences and sum-
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mits to promote the rights and well-being of persons
with disabilities, ensuring their full participation and
equality, as well as the measures undertaken by the
United Nations system aimed at preventing disabling
conditions,

Noting the invitation made to the General Assembly
by the World Conference against Racism, Racial Dis-
crimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance,
held at Durban, South Africa, from 31 August to 8 Sep-
tember 2001, to consider elaborating an integral and
comprehensive international convention to protect and
promote the rights and dignity of disabled people, in-
cluding, in particular, provisions that address the dis-
criminatory practices and treatment affecting them,

Acknowledging the important role of non-
governmental organizations in the promotion and
protection of the human rights of persons with dis-
abilities, and noting in this regard their work in pro-
moting the elaboration of an international convention
on the rights of disabled persons,

Noting with appreciation the valuable work of the
United Nations Voluntary Fund on Disability in
supporting the building of national capacities to pro-
mote the Standard Rules in order to create opportuni-
ties for sustainable livelihoods by, for and with persons
with disabilities,

Noting with appreciation also the important contribu-
tions of subregional, regional and international semi-
nars and conferences related to persons with disabili-
ties,

Mindful of the need to adopt and implement effective
policies and strategies to promote the rights and the
full and effective participation of persons with disabili-
ties in economic, social, cultural and political life, on
the basis of equality, to achieve a society for all,

Welcoming initiatives to hold international confer-
ences relating to persons with disabilities, including
the Sixth World Assembly of Disabled Peoples’ Inter-
national, to be held in Japan in 2002,

Concerned that improvement of awareness of and sen-
sitivity to disability issues and respect for the human
rights of disabled persons has not been significant
enough to improve the quality of life of persons with
disabilities worldwide,

Expressing grave concern that situations of armed con-
flict continue to have especially devastating conse-
quences for the human rights of persons with disabili-
ties,

Recognizing the importance of timely and reliable
data on disability-sensitive topics, programme plan-
ning and evaluation and the need for further devel-
opment of practical statistical methodology for the col-
lection and compilation of data on populations with
disabilities,

Reiterating that technology, in particular informa-
tion and communications technology, provides new
possibilities for improving accessibility and employ-
ment for persons with disabilities and for facilitating
their full and effective participation and equality, and
welcoming the initiatives of the United Nations in pro-
moting information and communications technology
as a means of achieving the universal goal of a society
for all,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-General on the implementation of the World
Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons;

2. Welcomes the many initiatives and actions of Gov-
ernments and relevant United Nations bodies and or-
ganizations, including relevant Bretton Woods institu-
tions, as well as non-governmental organizations, to
enhance the rights of persons with disabilities and the
further equalization of opportunities by, for and with
persons with disabilities in all sectors of society;

3. Notes with appreciation the valuable work under-
taken by the Special Rapporteur on disability of the
Commission for Social Development in monitoring the
implementation of the Standard Rules on the Equaliza-
tion of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities
under his third mandate for the period 2000-2002, and
also notes with appreciation the work of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in sup-
porting the work of the Special Rapporteur;

4. Encourages Governments, intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations and the private sec-
tor, as appropriate, to continue to take concrete meas-
ures to promote the implementation of relevant United
Nations resolutions and agreed international stan-
dards concerning persons with disabilities, in particu-
lar the Standard Rules, and for the further equaliza-
tion of opportunities for persons with disabilities
by focusing on accessibility, health, education, social
services, including training and rehabilitation, safety
nets, employment and sustainable livelihoods, in the
design and implementation of strategies, policies and
programmes to promote a more inclusive society;

5. Calls upon Governments to undertake all neces-
sary measures to advance beyond the adoption of na-
tional plans for people with disabilities through, inter
alia, the creation or reinforcement of arrangements for
the promotion and awareness of disability issues and
the allocation of sufficient resources for the full imple-
mentation of existing plans and initiatives, and em-
phasizes in this regard the importance of supporting
national efforts through international cooperation;

6. Encourages Governments and intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations to continue to
take practical actions, including public information
campaigns, by, for and with persons with disabilities,
with a view to increasing awareness of and sensitivity to
disability issues, combating and overcoming discrimi-
nation against persons with disabilities and furthering
their full and effective participation in society;

7. Encourages Governments to continue their
support to non-governmental organizations contribut-
ing to the fulfilment of the implementation of the
World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Per-
sons;

8. Also encourages Governments to involve persons
with disabilities in the formulation of strategies and
plans aimed at eradicating poverty, promoting educa-
tion and enhancing employment;

9. Urges relevant bodies and organizations of the
United Nations system, including relevant human
rights treaty bodies and the regional commissions, as
well as intergovernmental and non-governmental or-
ganizations and institutions, to continue to work closely
with the programme on disability of the Division for
Social Policy and Development of the Secretariat in the
promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities, in-
cluding activities at the field level, by sharing experi-
ences, findings and recommendations on persons with
disabilities;
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10. Urges Governments to cooperate with the Statis-
tics Division of the Secretariat in the continued devel-
opment of global statistics and indicators on disability,
and encourages them to avail themselves of the techni-
cal assistance of the Division to build national capaci-
ties for national data collection systems, including the
compilation and dissemination of data on disabled per-
sons, as well as the development of methods for data
collection and disability statistics, as appropriate;

11. Urges Governments, intergovernmental organi-
zations and non-governmental organizations to
provide special protection to girls and women with dis-
abilities, elderly people with disabilities and persons
with developmental and psychiatric disabilities, with
special emphasis on integrating them into society and
protecting and promoting their human rights;

12. Urges Governments, in collaboration with the
United Nations system, to give special attention to the
rights, needs and well-being of children with disabili-
ties and their families in the development of policies
and programmes, including the implementation of the
Standard Rules;

13. Encourages Governments, intergovernmental or-
ganizations, concerned non-governmental organiza-
tions and the private sector to continue to support the
United Nations Voluntary Fund on Disability with a
view to strengthening its capacity to support catalytic
and innovative activities to implement fully the World
Programme of Action and the Standard Rules, includ-
ing the work of the Special Rapporteur, and to support
activities to build national capacities, with emphasis on
priorities for action identified in the present resolu-
tion;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
support initiatives of relevant bodies and organizations
of the United Nations system, as well as those of re-
gional, intergovernmental and non-governmental or-
ganizations and institutions, for the promotion of all
human rights of, and non-discrimination in respect of,
persons with disabilities and the further implementa-
tion of the World Programme of Action, as well as their
efforts to integrate persons with disabilities in technical
cooperation activities, both as beneficiaries and as deci-
sion makers;

15. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for his efforts in improving the accessibility of the
United Nations for persons with disabilities, and urges
him to continue to implement plans to provide a
barrier-free environment;

16. Welcomes the preparations proposed by the
Secretary-General in his current report for the fourth
quinquennial review and appraisal of the World
Programme of Action in 2002, including the proposed
framework for that review, and requests the Secretary-
General to submit to the General Assembly at its fifty-
eighth session, through the Commission for Social
Development and the Economic and Social Council, a
report on the findings and recommendations based on
the review and appraisal, including a report on the im-
plementation of the present resolution.

Also on 19 December [meeting 88], the Assembly,
on the recommendation of the Third Committee
[A/56/583/Add.2], adopted resolution 56/168 with-
out vote [agenda item 119 (b)].

Comprehensive and integral international
convention to promote and protect the rights

and dignity of persons with disabilities
The General Assembly,
Reaffirming the purposes and principles of the Char-

ter of the United Nations and the obligations con-
tained in the relevant human rights instruments,

Reaffirming also that the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights proclaims that all human beings are born
free and equal in dignity and rights, and that everyone
is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set out therein,
without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour,
sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, na-
tional or social origin, property, birth or other status,

Recalling its resolution 37/52 of 3 December 1982, by
which it adopted the World Programme of Action con-
cerning Disabled Persons, its resolution 48/96 of 20
December 1993, by which it adopted the Standard
Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons
with Disabilities, and its resolution 54/121 of 17 De-
cember 1999,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolu-
tion 2000/10 of 27 July 2000 on further promotion of
equalization of opportunities by, for and with persons
with disabilities, as well as other relevant resolutions of
the General Assembly, the Economic and Social Coun-
cil and the functional commissions of the Council,

Reaffirming the outcomes of the major United
Nations conferences and summits and their respective
follow-up reviews, in particular as they pertain to the
promotion of the rights and well-being of persons with
disabilities on an equal and participatory basis,

Noting with satisfaction that the Standard Rules play
an important role in influencing the promotion, for-
mulation and evaluation of policies, plans, programmes
and actions at the national, regional and international
levels to further the equalization of opportunities by,
for and with persons with disabilities,

Recognizing that, despite different efforts made to in-
crease cooperation and integration and increasing
awareness of and sensitivity to disability issues since the
adoption of the World Programme of Action by Gov-
ernments, bodies and relevant organizations of
the United Nations system and non-governmental or-
ganizations, these efforts have not been sufficient to
promote full and effective participation by and oppor-
tunities for persons with disabilities in economic, so-
cial, cultural and political life,

Encouraged by the increasing interest of the inter-
national community in the promotion and protection
of the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities in
the world under a comprehensive and integral ap-
proach,

Deeply concerned about the disadvantaged and vulner-
able situation faced by 600 million persons with dis-
abilities around the world, and conscious of the need to
advance in the elaboration of an international instru-
ment,

Looking forward to the final reports of the Special
Rapporteur on disability of the Commission for Social
Development to be presented to that Commission, and
also the outcome of the study currently being under-
taken pursuant to Commission on Human Rights
resolution 2000/51 of 25 April 2000 on the adequacy of
instruments in respect of the protection and monitor-
ing of the human rights of persons with disabilities,
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Taking into account the recommendation of the World
Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, held in Durban,
South Africa, from 31 August to 8 September 2001, to
the General Assembly to consider elaborating a com-
prehensive and integral international convention to
promote and protect the rights and dignity of persons
with disabilities, including special provisions that ad-
dress the discriminatory practices and treatment that
affect them,

1. Decides to establish an Ad Hoc Committee, open
to the participation of all Member States and observers
of the United Nations, to consider proposals for a com-
prehensive and integral international convention to
promote and protect the rights and dignity of persons
with disabilities, based on the holistic approach in the
work done in the fields of social development, human
rights and non-discrimination and taking into account
the recommendations of the Commission on Human
Rights and the Commission for Social Development;

2. Also decides that, prior to the fifty-seventh session
of the General Assembly the Ad Hoc Committee shall
hold at least one meeting of a duration of ten working
days;

3. Invites States, relevant bodies and organizations
of the United Nations system, including relevant hu-
man rights treaty bodies, the regional commissions, the
Special Rapporteur on disability of the Commission
for Social Development, as well as intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations with an interest
in the matter to make contributions to the work en-
trusted to the Ad Hoc Committee, based on the practice
of the United Nations;

4. Requests the Secretary-General, with the support
of the Office of the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights and the Division for Social
Policy and Development of the Department of
Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat, to sub-
mit to the Ad Hoc Committee prior to its first session a
compilation of existing international legal instru-
ments, documents and programmes which directly or
indirectly address the situation of persons with dis-
abilities, including, inter alia, those of conferences,
summits, meetings or international or regional semi-
nars convened by the United Nations and intergovern-
mental and non-governmental organizations;

5. Also requests the Secretary-General to provide the
Ad Hoc Committee with the outcome of the study un-
dertaken pursuant to Commission on Human Rights
resolution 2000/51 and the final reports that will be
presented by the Special Rapporteur on disability of
the Commission for Social Development to that Com-
mission;

6. Calls upon States, in cooperation with regional
commissions, the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights, the Division for Social Policy and
Development and the Special Rapporteur on disability
of the Commission for Social Development, to hold re-
gional meetings or seminars to contribute to the work
of the Ad Hoc Committee by making recommenda-
tions regarding the content and practical measures that
should be considered in the international convention;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Ad
Hoc Committee with the facilities necessary for the
performance of its work;

8. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit a
comprehensive report to the General Assembly at its
fifty-seventh session on the progress made by the Ad
Hoc Committee.

Cultural development

United Nations Year of
Dialogue among Civilizations

General Assembly action. By resolution 56/3
of 30 October, the General Assembly decided to
convene its plenary meetings devoted to the
United Nations Year of Dialogue among Civiliza-
tions (2001) not on the dates designated by reso-
lution 55/23 [YUN 2000, p. 1039], but on 8 and 9
November. Accordingly, the Assembly devoted its
meetings on those dates to the observance of the
Year, aimed at promoting tolerance, trust, under-
standing and respect for cultural diversity. Pro-
claimed by resolution 53/22 [YUN 1998, p. 1031], the
Year was intended to encourage initiatives by
Governments, the UN system and other relevant
international and non-governmental organiza-
tions to celebrate mutual respect, defuse the fear
of diversity and underline the importance of in-
clusion.

Report of Secretary-General. Pursuant to As-
sembly resolution 55/23, the Secretary-General
reported in November on activities pertaining to
the Year [A/56/523]. A dialogue among civiliza-
tions had engendered wide interest among aca-
demic and international institutions and NGOs.
UNESCO, instrumental in fostering that interest,
carried out a broad range of activities in co-
operation with Member States, intergovernmen-
tal organizations and NGOs, including the hold-
ing of conferences and seminars, together with
Governments, civil society and other UN organi-
zations. The United Nations University also
organized conferences, workshops and other
events, such as an essay contest for children enti-
tled “Dialogue beyond Borders”. A substantive
contribution to the dialogue was the publication
of a book entitled Crossing the Divide, Dialogue
among Civilizations, the result of collaboration
among the Secretary-General’s Personal Repre-
sentative for the Year, the UNESCO Director-
General and the Group of Eminent Persons es-
tablished by the Secretary-General.

Among major events launched in celebration
and support of the Year were the Salzburg Dia-
logue among Civilizations: a New Paradigm of
International Relations, hosted by Austria in
Schloss Fuschl (28 August), which issued a docu-
ment entitled “Salzburg Reflections” [A/56/419];
a UNESCO-sponsored international conference in
Vilnius, Lithuania (24-26 April); and another
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conference in Tokyo and Kyoto, Japan (31 July–
3 August). The Secretary-General remarked that
the conferences and activities had shown that the
United Nations remained the natural home of
dialogue among civilizations, essential for achiev-
ing one of the main UN objectives, namely, con-
flict prevention.

Communications. Several other countries ad-
dressed communications to the Secretary-
General reporting their activities in observance
of the Year. The Czech Republic transmitted the
text of the Prague Declaration adopted by the
Fifth Forum 2000 Conference (14-17 October
2001) [A/56/498]; Iran forwarded the Tehran Dec-
laration, adopted by the International Seminar
on Environment, Religion and Culture (18-20
June) [A/56/458]; and China submitted a sum-
mary of the Twenty-first Century Forum—Sym-
posium on Dialogue among Civilizations (Bei-
jing, 11-12 September) [A/56/471].

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 9 November [meeting 43], the General As-
sembly adopted resolution 56/6 [draft: A/56/L.3 &
Add.1] without vote [agenda item 25].

Global Agenda for Dialogue among Civilizations
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 53/22 of 4 November 1998,

54/113 of 10 December 1999 and 55/23 of 13 November
2000 entitled “United Nations Year of Dialogue among
Civilizations”,

Reaffirming the purposes and principles embodied
in the Charter of the United Nations, which are, inter
alia, to develop friendly relations among nations based
on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-
determination of peoples, to take other appropriate
measures to strengthen universal peace, and to achieve
international cooperation in solving international
problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanita-
rian character, and in promoting and encouraging
respect for human rights and for fundamental free-
doms for all without distinction as to race, sex, lan-
guage or religion,

Underlining the fact that all Members have under-
taken to refrain in their international relations from
the threat or use of force against the territorial integ-
rity or political independence of any State, or in any
other manner inconsistent with the purposes of the
United Nations,

Reaffirming their commitment to the fulfilment of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a com-
mon standard of achievement for all peoples and all
nations and as a source of inspiration for the further
promotion and protection of all human rights and fun-
damental freedoms—political, social, economic, civil
and cultural—including the right to development,

Underlining the fact that all civilizations celebrate the
unity and diversity of humankind and are enriched
and have evolved through dialogue with other civiliza-
tions and that, despite obstacles of intolerance and
aggression, there has been constructive interaction
throughout history among various civilizations,

Emphasizing that a common humanity unites all civi-
lizations and allows for the celebration of the varie-
gated splendour of the highest attainments of this
civilizational diversity, and reaffirming that the civiliza-
tional achievements constitute the collective heritage
of humankind,

Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declara-
tion of 8 September 2000, which considers, inter alia,
that tolerance is one of the fundamental values essen-
tial to international relations in the twenty-first century
and should include the active promotion of a culture of
peace and dialogue among civilizations, with human
beings respecting one another, in all their diversity of
belief, culture and language, neither fearing nor re-
pressing differences within and between societies but
cherishing them as a precious asset of humanity,

Noting that globalization brings greater interrelated-
ness among people and increased interaction among
cultures and civilizations, and encouraged by the fact
that the celebration of the United Nations Year of Dia-
logue among Civilizations, at the beginning of the
twenty-first century, has underscored that globaliza-
tion is not only an economic, financial and technologi-
cal process which could offer great benefit but that it
also presents the challenge of preserving and celebrat-
ing the rich intellectual and cultural diversity of hu-
mankind and of civilization,

Bearing in mind the valuable contribution that dia-
logue among civilizations can make to an improved
awareness and understanding of the common values
shared by all humankind,

Recognizing that human rights and fundamental
freedoms derive from the dignity and worth inherent
in the human person and are thus universal, indivisi-
ble, interdependent and interrelated, and that the hu-
man person is the central subject of human rights and
fundamental freedoms and, consequently, should be
the principal beneficiary and should participate ac-
tively in the realization of these rights and freedoms,

Reaffirming that all peoples have the right of self-
determination, by virtue of which they freely deter-
mine their political status and freely pursue their
economic, social and cultural development,

Emphasizing that promotion and protection of free-
dom of opinion and expression and a collective com-
mitment to listen to and learn from each other and to
respect cultural heritage and diversity are essential for
dialogue, progress and human advancement,

Underlining the fact that tolerance and respect for
diversity and universal promotion and protection of
human rights are mutually supportive, and recogniz-
ing that tolerance and respect for diversity effectively
promote and are supported by, inter alia, the empower-
ment of women,

Recalling its resolution 55/254 of 31 May 2001, which
calls upon all States to exert their utmost efforts to en-
sure that religious sites are fully respected and
protected,

Emphasizing the need to acknowledge and respect
the richness of all civilizations and to seek common
ground among civilizations in order to address com-
prehensively common challenges facing humanity,

Welcoming the endeavours of Governments, inter-
national organizations, civil society organizations
and countless individuals to enhance understanding
through constructive dialogue among civilizations,
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Welcoming also the efforts of the Personal Represen-
tative of the Secretary-General for the United Nations
Year of Dialogue among Civilizations and of the Group
of Eminent Persons established by the Secretary-
General,

Expressing its firm determination to facilitate and
promote dialogue among civilizations,

Proclaims the Global Agenda for Dialogue among
Civilizations:

A. Objectives, principles and participants

Article 1
Dialogue among civilizations is a process between

and within civilizations, founded on inclusion, and a
collective desire to learn, uncover and examine as-
sumptions, unfold shared meaning and core values
and integrate multiple perspectives through dialogue.

Article 2
Dialogue among civilizations constitutes a process to

attain, inter alia, the following objectives:
Promotion of inclusion, equity, equality, justice
and tolerance in human interactions;
Enhancement of mutual understanding and
respect through interaction among civilizations;
Mutual enrichment and advancement of know-
ledge and appreciation of the richness and wis-
dom found in all civilizations;
Identification and promotion of common ground
among civilizations in order to address common
challenges threatening shared values, universal
human rights and achievements of human society
in various fields;
Promotion and protection of all human rights
and fundamental freedoms and enrichment of
common understanding of human rights;
Development of a better understanding of com-
mon ethical standards and universal human val-
ues;
Enhancement of respect for cultural diversity and
cultural heritage.

Article 3
Pursuit of the above-mentioned objectives will be en-

hanced by collective commitment to the following prin-
ciples:

Faith in fundamental human rights, in the dig-
nity and worth of the human person, in the equal
rights of men and women and of nations large
and small;
Fulfilment in good faith of the obligations under
the Charter of the United Nations and the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights;
Respect for fundamental principles of justice and
international law;
Recognition of diversified sources of knowledge
and cultural diversity as fundamental features of
human society and as indispensable and cher-
ished assets for the advancement and material
and spiritual welfare of humanity at large;
Recognition of the right of members of all civili-
zations to preserve and develop their cultural
heritage within their own societies;
Commitment to inclusion, cooperation and the
search for understanding as the mechanisms for
the promotion of common values;

Enhancement of participation by all individuals,
peoples and nations in local, national and inter-
national decision-making processes.

Article 4
Dialogue among civilizations provides important

contributions to progress in the following areas:
Promotion of confidence-building at local, na-
tional, regional and international levels;
Enhancing mutual understanding and know-
ledge among different social groups, cultures and
civilizations in various areas, including culture,
religion, education, information, science and
technology;
Addressing threats to peace and security;
Promotion and protection of human rights;
Elaboration of common ethical standards.

Article 5
Participation in dialogue among civilizations shall be

global in scope and shall be open to all, including:
People from all civilizations;
Scholars, thinkers, intellectuals, writers, scien-
tists, people of arts, culture and media and the
youth, who play an instrumental role in initiation
and sustainment of dialogue among civilizations;
Individuals from civil society and representatives
of non-governmental organizations, as instru-
mental partners in promoting dialogue among
civilizations.

Article 6
Governments shall promote, encourage and facili-

tate dialogue among civilizations.

Article 7
Regional and international organizations should

take appropriate steps and initiatives to promote, facili-
tate and sustain dialogue among civilizations.

Article 8
The media has an indispensable and instrumental

role in the promotion of dialogue among civilizations
and in the fostering of greater understanding among
various civilizations and cultures.

Article 9
The United Nations should continue to promote

and strengthen the culture of dialogue among civiliza-
tions.

B. Programme of Action
1. States, the United Nations system and other in-

ternational and regional organizations and civil society,
including non-governmental organizations, are invited
to consider the following as a means of promoting dia-
logue among civilizations in all domains, within
existing resources and also drawing upon voluntary
contributions:

Facilitating and encouraging interaction and ex-
change among all individuals, inter alia, intellec-
tuals, thinkers and artists of various societies and
civilizations;
Promoting of mutual visits and meetings of ex-
perts in various fields from different civilizations,
cultures and backgrounds, which provide an op-
portunity for discovering commonalities among
various civilizations and cultures;
Exchange of visits among representatives of the
arts and culture and the organization of cultural
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festivals through which people will have a chance
of getting acquainted with other cultures;
Sponsorship of conferences, symposiums and
workshops to enhance mutual understanding,
tolerance and dialogue among civilizations;
Planning sports competitions, Olympiads and sci-
entific competitions, with a view to encouraging
positive interaction among youth from different
backgrounds and cultures;
Reinvigorating and encouraging translation and
dissemination of basic manuscripts and books
and studies representing different cultures and
civilizations;
Promotion of historical and cultural tourism;
Incorporation of programmes to study various
cultures and civilizations in educational curricu-
lums, including the teaching of languages, his-
tory and socio-political thoughts of various civili-
zations, as well as the exchange of knowledge,
information and scholarship among academia;
Advancement of research and scholarship to
achieve an objective understanding of the charac-
teristics of each civilization and the differences, as
well as ways and means to enhance constructive
interaction and understanding among them;
Utilization of communication technologies, in-
cluding audio, video, printed press, multimedia
and the Internet, to disseminate the message of
dialogue and understanding throughout the
globe and depict and publicize historical in-
stances of constructive interaction among differ-
ent civilizations;
Provision of equitable opportunities for partici-
pation in the dissemination of information, with a
view to achieving an objective understanding of
all civilizations and enhancing constructive inter-
action and cooperative engagement among civili-
zations;
Implementation of programmes to enhance the
spirit of dialogue, understanding and rejection
of intolerance, violence and racism among
people, particularly the youth;
Utilizing the existence of migrants in various
societies in bridging the gap of understanding be-
tween cultures;
Consultation to articulate effective mechanisms
to protect the rights of all people to maintain their
cultural identity, while facilitating their integra-
tion into their social environment.

2. States should encourage and support initiatives
taken by civil society and non-governmental organiza-
tions for the promotion of dialogue among civiliza-
tions.

3. States, international and regional organizations
and civil society, including non-governmental organi-
zations, are invited to develop appropriate ways and
means at the local, national, regional and international
levels to further promote dialogue and mutual under-
standing among civilizations, and to report their activi-
ties to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

4. Governments, funding institutions, civil society
organizations and the private sector are invited to
mobilize the necessary resources to promote dialogue
among civilizations, including by contributing to the
Trust Fund established by the Secretary-General in
1999 for that purpose.

5. The United Nations system, including, in par-
ticular, the Personal Representative of the Secretary-
General for the United Nations Year of Dialogue
among Civilizations and the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization, are in-
vited to continue to encourage and facilitate dialogue
among civilizations and formulate ways and means to
promote dialogue among civilizations in the activities
of the United Nations in various fields.

6. The Secretary-General is requested to report to
the General Assembly at its sixtieth session on the im-
plementation of this Global Agenda and Programme
of Action.

Human rights and cultural diversity
In December, by resolution 56/156, the Gen-

eral Assembly asked the Secretary-General to
prepare a report on human rights and cultural
diversity, taking into account the views of Mem-
ber States, relevant UN agencies and NGOs re-
garding the recognition and importance of cul-
tural diversity among all peoples and nations of
the world, and to submit it to the Assembly at its
fifty-seventh (2002) session.

(For further information on human rights and
cultural diversity, see p. 621.)

United Nations Year for Cultural Heritage, 2002

By a letter of 20 September [A/56/231], 11 States
requested the inclusion in the agenda of the Gen-
eral Assembly’s fifty-sixth (2001) session of an ad-
ditional item entitled “United Nations Year for
Cultural Heritage, 2002”. Annexed to the letter
was an explanatory memorandum.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 21 November [meeting 61], the General As-
sembly adopted resolution 56/8 [draft: A/56/L.13 &
Add.1] without vote [agenda item 177].

United Nations Year for Cultural Heritage, 2002
The General Assembly,
Recalling the international conventions dealing with

the protection of cultural and natural heritage, includ-
ing the Convention for the Protection of Cultural
Property in the Event of Armed Conflict adopted
at The Hague in 1954 and the two Protocols thereto,
the 1970 Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and
Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of
Ownership of Cultural Property, and the 1972 Conven-
tion for the Protection of the World Cultural and Natu-
ral Heritage, and recalling also the 1989 Recommenda-
tion on the Safeguarding of Traditional Culture and
Folklore,

Welcoming the ratification of the Convention for the
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage
by one hundred and sixty-seven States parties, and not-
ing the inscription of more than six hundred and
ninety sites on the World Heritage List,

Mindful of the importance of protecting the world
cultural tangible and intangible heritage as a com-
mon ground for the promotion of mutual under-
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standing and enrichment among cultures and civiliza-
tions,

Noting the work already undertaken to protect the
world cultural and natural heritage by the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion, including international campaigns,

Welcoming the decisions adopted at the twenty-ninth
and thirty-first sessions of the General Conference of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization and the one hundred and sixty-first
session of the Executive Board of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization en-
visaging and calling for the proclamation of a United
Nations year for cultural heritage,

Taking into consideration the thirtieth anniversary of
the Convention for the Protection of the World Cul-
tural and Natural Heritage in 2002,

1. Proclaims 2002 as the United Nations Year for
Cultural Heritage;

2. Invites the United Nations Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organization to serve as the lead
agency for the year;

3. Also invites the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, in collabora-
tion with States, observers, relevant United Nations
bodies, within their respective mandates, other inter-
national organizations and relevant non-governmental
organizations, to intensify the implementation of
programmes, activities and projects aimed at the
promotion and protection of the world cultural heri-
tage;

4. Invites Member States and observers to promote
education and raise public awareness to foster respect
for the national and world cultural heritage;

5. Calls upon Member States, observers, national
and international organizations, non-governmental or-
ganizations and the private sector to make voluntary
contributions to finance and support activities aimed at
the promotion and protection of the national and
world cultural heritage, including relevant activities of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization;

6. Decides to devote one day of plenary meetings at
the fifty-seventh session of the General Assembly, on
4 December 2002, to mark the end of the United
Nations Year for Cultural Heritage, and encourages
Member States and observers to be represented in
those meetings at the highest level possible;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-eighth session on the
activities carried out during the United Nations Year
for Cultural Heritage;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-seventh session an item entitled “United Nations
Year for Cultural Heritage”.

Cultural property

The Secretary-General, in September [A/56/
413], transmitted the UNESCO Director-General’s
report on action taken by the organization to im-
plement the 1999 recommendations of the Inter-
governmental Committee for Promoting the Re-
turn of Cultural Property to its Countries of
Origin or its Restitution in Case of Illicit Appro-

priation [YUN 1999, p. 1045]. Submitted in response
to General Assembly resolution 54/190 [ibid.],
the report also contained 10 recommendations
adopted by the Committee at its eleventh session
(Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 6-9 March 2001).

Addressed mainly to UNESCO and its Director-
General, the recommendations called for: initia-
tives to promote ongoing bilateral discussions on
the question of restitution of works of art and for
steps to search for illicitly exported cultural and
archaeological objects for return to their coun-
tries of origin; technical and financial support
for the prohibition of the sale of illegally ac-
quired artifacts and protection of archaeological
sites; measures to promote the adoption and dis-
semination of the International Code of Ethics
for Dealers in Cultural Property [YUN 2000, p. 1417]
and Object-ID, the international standard for re-
cording data on movable cultural property and
identifying cultural objects; a strategy to promote
the Committee’s voluntary international fund
for the return and restitution of cultural prop-
erty [ibid.]; and support to Member States for the
inventory of their cultural heritage so as to guar-
antee better national conservation and informa-
tion dissemination on cultural property in the
event of theft. Member States were asked to pre-
vent trade in forged cultural objects not identi-
fied as replicas and to ensure that customs and
border officials were fully trained to apply the
rules of the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the
Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit
Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of
Cultural Property.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 14 December [meeting 86], the General
Assembly adopted resolution 56/97 [draft: A/56/
L.41/Rev.1 & Add.1] without vote [agenda item 33].

Return or restitution of cultural property
to the countries of origin

The General Assembly,
Reaffirming the relevant provisions of the Charter of

the United Nations,
Recalling its resolutions 3026 A (XXVII) of 18 De-

cember 1972, 3148(XXVIII) of 14 December 1973, 3187
(XXVIII) of 18 December 1973, 3391(XXX) of 19
November 1975, 31/40 of 30 November 1976, 32/18 of
11 November 1977, 33/50 of 14 December 1978, 34/64
of 29 November 1979, 35/127 and 35/128 of 11 Decem-
ber 1980, 36/64 of 27 November 1981, 38/34 of 25
November 1983, 40/19 of 21 November 1985, 42/7 of
22 October 1987, 44/18 of 6 November 1989, 46/10 of
22 October 1991, 48/15 of 2 November 1993, 50/56 of
11 December 1995, 52/24 of 25 November 1997 and
54/190 of 17 December 1999,

Bearing in mind its resolution 56/8 of 21 November
2001 on the proclamation of 2002 as the United
Nations Year for Cultural Heritage,

Social policy, crime prevention and human resources development 1017

YUN01—REPROS
jUNE 12 2003



Recalling the Convention for the Protection of Cul-
tural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, adopted
at The Hague on 14 May 1954,

Recalling also the Convention on the Means of
Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export
and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property,
adopted on 14 November 1970 by the General Confer-
ence of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization,

Recalling further the Convention concerning the
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heri-
tage, adopted on 16 November 1972 by the General
Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organization,

Recalling the Convention on Stolen or Illegally
Exported Cultural Objects, adopted in Rome on 24
June 1995 by the International Institute for the Unifi-
cation of Private Law,

Recalling also the Medellin Declaration for Cultural
Diversity and Tolerance and the Plan of Action on Cul-
tural Cooperation, adopted at the first Meeting of the
Ministers of Culture of the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countries, held in Medellin, Colombia, on 4 and 5 Sep-
tember 1997,

Noting the adoption of the Universal Declaration
on Cultural Diversity and the Action Plan for its imple-
mentation, adopted by the General Conference of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization on 2 November 2001,

Welcoming the report of the Secretary-General sub-
mitted in cooperation with the Director-General of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization,

Aware of the importance attached by some countries
of origin to the return of cultural property that is of
fundamental spiritual and cultural value to them, so
that they may constitute collections representative of
their cultural heritage,

Expressing concern at  the  illicit  traffic  in  cultural
property and its damage to the cultural heritage of
nations,

Expressing concern also at the loss, destruction, re-
moval, theft, pillage, illicit movement or misappropria-
tion of and any acts of vandalism or damage directed
against cultural property in areas of armed conflict
and territories that are occupied, whether such con-
flicts are international or internal,

1. Commends the United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization and the Intergovern-
mental Committee for Promoting the Return of Cul-
tural Property to its Countries of Origin or its
Restitution in Case of Illicit Appropriation on the work
they have accomplished, in particular through the
promotion of bilateral negotiations, for the return or
restitution of cultural property, the preparation of
inventories of movable cultural property and the im-
plementation of the Object-ID standard related
thereto, as well as for the reduction of illicit traffic in
cultural property and the dissemination of informa-
tion to the public;

2. Reaffirms the importance of the provisions of
the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property
in the Event of Armed Conflict, and invites Member
States that have not already done so to become parties
to the Convention and to promote its implementation;

3. Welcomes the adoption of the Second Protocol to
the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property
in the Event of Armed Conflict, adopted at The Hague
on 26 March 1999, and invites all States Parties to the
Convention to consider becoming parties to the Second
Protocol;

4. Invites Member States to consider adopting and
implementing the Convention on the Means of Prohib-
iting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and
Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property;

5. Reaffirms the importance of the provisions of
the Convention on Stolen or Illegally Exported Cul-
tural Objects, and invites Member States that have not
already done so to consider becoming parties to it;

6. Urges Member States to introduce effective na-
tional and international measures to prevent and com-
bat the illicit trafficking in cultural property;

7. Calls upon all relevant bodies, agencies, funds
and programmes of the United Nations system and
other relevant intergovernmental organizations to
work in coordination with the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization, within
their mandates and in cooperation with Member
States, in order to continue to address the issue of re-
turn or restitution of cultural property to the countries
of origin, and to provide appropriate support accord-
ingly;

8. Invites Member States to continue drawing up,
in cooperation with the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, systematic in-
ventories of their cultural property;

9. Reaffirms the efforts of the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organization to
promote the use of identification systems, in particular
the application of the Object-ID standard, and to en-
courage the linking of identification systems and
existing databases, including the one developed by the
International Criminal Police Organization, to allow
for the electronic transmission of information in order
to reduce the illicit trafficking in cultural property, and
encourages the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization to make further efforts in
this regard in cooperation with Member States, where
appropriate;

10. Welcomes the adoption of the International Code
of Ethics for Dealers in Cultural Property by the Gen-
eral Conference of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization on 16 November
1999, and takes note of the creation by the General
Conference at the same session of the International
Fund for the Return of Cultural Property to its Coun-
tries of Origin or its Restitution in Case of Illicit Ap-
propriation, which was launched in November 2000 on
the occasion of the thirtieth anniversary of the Conven-
tion on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Il-
licit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cul-
tural Property;

11. Encourages the Director-General of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion to define and implement a strategy for the effective
promotion of the International Fund, and invites
Member States, intergovernmental bodies, the private
sector and other interested donors of the international
community to make voluntary contributions to the
Fund;
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12. Requests the Secretary-General to cooperate
with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization in its efforts to develop all possi-
bilities, including any further initiatives, for bringing
about the attainment of the objectives of the present
resolution;

13. Also requests the Secretary-General, in co-
operation with the Director-General of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion, to submit to the General Assembly at its fifty-
eighth session a report on the implementation of the
present resolution;

14. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-eighth session the item entitled “Return or resti-
tution of cultural property to the countries of origin”.

Protection of cultural sites

Destruction of relics and
monuments in Afghanistan

The Security Council, at its 6 March meeting
held in private [meeting 4286], was briefed by the
Secretariat on the destruction of statues, includ-
ing the colossal Buddhas at Bamian, and other
non-Islamic shrines and artifacts in Afghanistan.
The Council condemned the 26 February Tali-
ban edict ordering the wanton acts of violence on
Afghanistan’s cultural heritage and joined calls
by States, the United Nations Special Mission to
Afghanistan, UNESCO, the Islamic Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization and others
urging the Taliban to halt the destruction
[S/2001/730] (see also p. 256).

Communications. Sweden forwarded a 1 March
statement [A/55/831] by the EU Presidency ex-
pressing the EU’s dismay at the Taliban edict.
Qatar, on 4 March [A/55/822-S/2001/192], appealed
to those concerned to reconsider the edict. The
Republic of Korea, on 6 March [A/55/824], called
on the Taliban leadership to put an immediate
end to the destruction.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 9 March [meeting 94], the General Assembly
adopted resolution 55/243 [draft: A/55/L.79 & Add.1]
without vote [agenda item 46].

The destruction of relics and monuments
in Afghanistan

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 53/203 A of 18 December

1998, 54/189 A of 17 December 1999 and 55/174 A of 19
December 2000,

Bearing in mind the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the need to
respect the common heritage of humankind,

Respecting the multicultural, multi-ethnic and his-
torical heritage of Afghanistan,

Deeply concerned and appalled by the Taliban edict of
26 February 2001, ordering the destruction of all stat-
ues and non-Islamic shrines in Afghanistan, and by the
deliberate ongoing destruction of these relics and

monuments which belong to the common heritage of
humankind,

Recalling the several appeals made by the General As-
sembly to all Afghan parties to protect the cultural and
historic relics and monuments in Afghanistan, and
welcoming recent calls by the Security Council, the
United Nations Special Mission to Afghanistan, the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, the Islamic Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization and others, urging the Taliban
to halt their destruction,

Noting that the destruction of the statues in Afghani-
stan, in particular of the unique Buddhist sculptures in
Bamiyan, would be an irreparable loss for humanity as
a whole,

1. Strongly calls upon the Taliban to abide by their
previous commitments to protect the cultural heritage
of Afghanistan from all acts of vandalism, damage and
theft;

2. Strongly urges the Taliban to review their edict of
26 February 2001 and to stop its implementation;

3. Also strongly urges the Taliban to take immediate
action to prevent the further destruction of the irre-
placeable relics, monuments or artefacts of the cultural
heritage of Afghanistan;

4. Calls upon Member States to help, through
appropriate technical measures, to safeguard the sculp-
tures, including, if necessary, their temporary reloca-
tion or removal from public view.

Protection of religious sites
On 31 May [meeting 101], the General Assembly

adopted resolution 55/254 [draft: A/55/L.81 & Add.1]
without vote [agenda item 32].

Protection of religious sites
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 53/22 of 4 November 1998,

54/113 of 10 December 1999 and 55/23 of 18 November
2000, entitled “United Nations Year of Dialogue
among Civilizations”,

Recalling also its resolution 36/55 of 25 November
1981, by which it proclaimed the Declaration on the
Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Dis-
crimination Based on Religion or Belief, and its resolu-
tion 55/97 of 4 December 2000 on the elimination of
all forms of religious intolerance,

Recalling further its resolutions 47/124 of 18 Decem-
ber 1992, 48/126 of 20 December 1993, 49/213 of 23
December 1994 and 51/95 of 12 December 1996, on the
United Nations Year for Tolerance,

Bearing in mind the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights and the International Cove-
nant on Civil and Political Rights, as well as the perti-
nent universal and regional human rights instruments,

Bearing in mind also the relevant provisions of the
Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the Additional
Protocols thereto, of 1977, as well as the relevant provi-
sions of the Hague Convention for the Protection of
Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict of
1954,

Recalling the Vienna Declaration and Programme
of Action adopted by the World Conference on Human
Rights on 25 June 1993, which emphasizes the need to
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counter intolerance and related violence based on reli-
gion or belief, including the desecration of religious
sites,

Recalling also the appeal of the United Nations Mil-
lennium Declaration of 8 September 2000 to respect
the diversity of belief, culture and language, to cherish
differences within and between societies as a precious
asset of humanity and to promote a culture of peace
and dialogue among all civilizations,

1. Condemns all acts or threats of violence, destruc-
tion, damage or endangerment, directed against reli-
gious sites as such, that continue to occur in the world;

2. Calls upon all States to exert their utmost efforts to
ensure that religious sites are fully respected and pro-
tected in conformity with international standards and
in accordance with their national legislation and to
adopt adequate measures aimed at preventing such acts
or threats of violence, and invites relevant intergovern-
mental and non-governmental organizations to con-
tribute to those efforts by developing appropriate ini-
tiatives in this field;

3. Encourages all States, relevant intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations and the media to
promote, inter alia, through education, a culture of tol-
erance and respect for the diversity of religions and for
religious sites, which represent an important aspect of
the collective heritage of humankind;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to devote, in con-
sultation with the relevant bodies of the United
Nations system, attention to the issue of protection of
religious sites in his forthcoming reports related to the
United Nations Year of Dialogue among Civilizations;

5. Decides to continue consideration of the question
of the protection of religious sites under the item enti-
tled “United Nations Year of Dialogue among Civiliza-
tions”.

Olympic truce

On 11 December [meeting 83], the General As-
sembly adopted resolution 56/75 [draft: A/56/L.47
& Add.1] without vote [agenda item 23].

Building a peaceful and better world through
sport and the Olympic ideal

The General Assembly,
Recalling its decision to include in the provisional

agenda of its fifty-sixth session the item entitled
“Building a peaceful and better world through sport
and the Olympic ideal” and to consider this item every
two years in advance of each Summer and Winter
Olympic Games,

Recalling also its resolution 48/11 of 25 October 1993,
which, inter alia, revived the ancient Greek tradition of
ekecheiria or “Olympic Truce” with the aim of ensuring
the safe passage and participation of athletes and oth-
ers at the Games,

Taking into account the inclusion in the United
Nations Millennium Declaration of an appeal for the
observance of the Olympic Truce now and in the future
and support for the International Olympic Committee
in its efforts to promote peace and human understand-
ing through sport and the Olympic ideal,

Recognizing that the goal of the Olympic movement
is to build a peaceful and better world by educating the
youth of the world through sport, practised without
discrimination of any kind and in the Olympic spirit,

which requires mutual understanding, promoted by
friendship, solidarity and fair play,

Recognizing also the valuable contribution that the ap-
peal launched by the International Olympic Commit-
tee for an Olympic Truce, with which the National
Olympic Committees of the Member States are associ-
ated, could make towards advancing the purposes and
principles of the Charter of the United Nations,

Noting with satisfaction the flying of the United
Nations flag at all competition sites of the Olympic
Games, and the joint endeavours of the International
Olympic Committee and the United Nations system in
fields such as development, humanitarian assistance,
health promotion, education, women, the eradication
of poverty, the fight against the human immunodefi-
ciency virus/acquired immunodeficiency syndrome
(HIV/AIDS), drug abuse and juvenile delinquency,

Noting also with satisfaction the organization by the In-
ternational Olympic Committee, with the cooperation
of the Secretary-General, of round tables on sport for a
culture of peace on different continents for countries
that have been or are still in a conflict situation, in the
framework of the International Year for the Culture of
Peace and in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 52/13 of 20 November 1997,

Welcoming the setting up by the International Olym-
pic Committee, with the adherence of Member States
and intergovernmental organizations, of a World Anti-
Doping Agency,

1. Requests Member States to observe, within the
framework of the Charter of the United Nations, the
Olympic Truce during the XIX Olympic Winter Games
to be held in Salt Lake City, United States of America,
from 8 to 24 February 2002, by ensuring the safe pas-
sage and participation of athletes at the Games;

2. Welcomes the decision of the International Olym-
pic Committee to mobilize all international sports or-
ganizations and that of the National Olympic Commit-
tees of the Member States to undertake concrete action
at the local, national, regional and world levels to
promote and strengthen a culture of peace based on
the spirit of the Olympic Truce;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to promote the
observance of the Olympic Truce among Member
States, drawing the attention of world public opinion to
the contribution such a truce would make to the
promotion of international understanding, peace and
goodwill, and to cooperate with the International
Olympic Committee in the realization of this objective;

4. Welcomes the participation of the President in
office of the General Assembly and also the representa-
tives of the Secretary-General and the Director-
General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization in the International Olym-
pic Truce Foundation;

5. Urges the International Olympic Committee to
devise a special programme of assistance for the devel-
opment of physical education and sport for countries
affected by conflicts and poverty;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-eighth session the item entitled “Building a peace-
ful and better world through sport and the Olympic
ideal” and to consider this item before the Games of the
XXVIII Olympiad, to be held in Athens in 2004.
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On24December, theAssemblydecidedthat the
agenda item on building a peaceful and better
world through sport and the Olympic ideal would
remain for consideration during its resumed
fifty-sixth (2002) session (decision 56/464).

Crime prevention

and criminal justice

Commission on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice

The Commission on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice, at its tenth session (Vienna, 8-17
May and 6-7 September) [E/2001/30/Rev.1], recom-
mended to the Economic and Social Council ap-
proval of four draft resolutions for adoption by
the General Assembly and three draft resolutions
and one draft decision for adoption by the Coun-
cil. The draft texts included action against illicit
trafficking in protected species of wild flora and
fauna (see p. 968). In accordance with a 2000
Commission resolution [YUN 2000, p. 1044], a the-
matic discussion was held on progress made in
global action against corruption, with particular
focus on government initiatives and asset recov-
ery (see p. 1042).

On 24 July, the Council took note of the Com-
mission’s report on its tenth session and ap-
proved the provisional agenda and documenta-
tion for the eleventh (2002) session (decision
2001/240). On 3 May, it had elected Chad and
Zimbabwe to fill postponed vacancies on the
Commission for a term expiring on 31 December
2003 (decision 2001/201 B).

On the question of capital punishment, the
Secretary-General, in March, issued his sixth
quinquennial report on the subject [E/CN.15/
2001/10 & Corr.1], which reviewed trends in the ap-
plication of the death penalty during 1994-2000.
The report was considered by the Commission
on Human Rights (see p. 638).

Follow-up to Tenth UN Crime Congress

As a follow-up to the Tenth (2000) United
Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime
and the Treatment of Offenders [YUN 2000, p. 1040],
the Commission on Crime Prevention and Crimi-
nal Justice, in May, considered the Secretary-
General’s March report [E/CN.15/2001/5] on draft
plans of action for implementation during 2001-
2005 of the Vienna Declaration on Crime and
Justice: Meeting the Challenges of the Twenty-
first Century, adopted by General Assembly reso-
lution 55/59 [YUN 2000, p. 1041]. The plans out-

lined actions to be undertaken by Member States
and the UN system in 11 areas: transnational
organized crime; corruption; trafficking in per-
sons; smuggling of migrants; illicit manufac-
turing of and trafficking in firearms; money-
laundering; terrorism; crime prevention; witnesses
and victims of crime; treatment of offenders; and
criminal misuse of information technologies.
Each draft plan was divided into national and in-
ternational actions, with emphasis on the former.

Consideration of the draft plans continued at
the Commission’s intersessional meeting (Vi-
enna, 3-5 September) on the basis of revised draft
plans transmitted by a Secretariat note [E/CN.15/
2001/14/Rev.2], which took account of the May dis-
cussions on the first six plans above and con-
tained four additional draft plans of action sub-
mitted by Finland and Canada, covering juvenile
justice; the special needs of women in the crimi-
nal justice system; standards and norms in crime
prevention; and restorative justice.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION

On 20 December [meeting 46], the Economic
and Social Council, on the recommendation of
the Commission on Crime Prevention and Crimi-
nal Justice [E/2001/30/Rev.1], adopted resolution
2001/47 without vote [agenda item 14 (c)].

Plans of action for the implementation of the
Vienna Declaration on Crime and Justice:

Meeting the Challenges of the Twenty-first Century
The Economic and Social Council
Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of

the following draft resolution:
“The General Assembly,
“Recalling its resolution 55/59 of 4 December 2000,

in which it endorsed the Vienna Declaration on Crime
and Justice: Meeting the Challenges of the Twenty-
first Century, adopted by the Tenth United Nations
Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treat-
ment of Offenders,

“Noting that, in paragraph 29 of the Vienna Decla-
ration, the Tenth Congress invited the Commission on
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice to design spe-
cific measures for the implementation of and follow-up
to the commitments undertaken in the Declaration,

“Recalling that, in its resolution 55/60 of 4 December
2000, it urged Governments, in their efforts to prevent
and combat crime, to be guided by the results of the
Tenth Congress, and requested the Secretary-General
to prepare, in consultation with Member States, draft
plans of action for the implementation of and follow-
up to the commitments undertaken in the Vienna Dec-
laration for consideration and action by the Commis-
sion on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice at its
tenth session,

“1. Takes note with appreciation of the plans of action
for the implementation of the Vienna Declaration on
Crime and Justice: Meeting the Challenges of the
Twenty-first Century, which are contained in the annex
to the present resolution;
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“2. Notes with appreciation the work of the Commis-
sion on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice at its
ninth and tenth sessions on the preparation of the
plans of action for the implementation of the Vienna
Declaration;

“3. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure the
widest possible circulation of the plans of action;

“4. Invites Governments to consider carefully and
use, as appropriate, the plans of action as a guide in
their efforts to formulate legislation, policies and pro-
grammes in the field of crime prevention and criminal
justice, for the purpose of implementing and following
up on the commitments undertaken in the Vienna Dec-
laration;

“5. Invites the Secretary-General, in close co-
operation with relevant intergovernmental organiza-
tions and non-governmental organizations, to consider
carefully and implement, as appropriate, the plans of
action as a guide in developing policies and pro-
grammes in the field of crime prevention and criminal
justice, in accordance with the medium-term plans
and the programme budgets and subject to available
resources;

“6. Invites the Secretariat to discuss with the insti-
tutes of the United Nations Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice Programme network their possible
contribution to the implementation of the plans of
action, under the coordination of the Commission on
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice;

“7. Invites Member States and regional and inter-
national institutions, including financial institutions,
to strengthen the Programme through sustained fund-
ing and other technical support activities in order to
assist interested States in the field of crime prevention
and criminal justice, as appropriate;

“8. Invites the Commission to follow up the imple-
mentation of the plans of action and to make any rec-
ommendations, as appropriate.

“Annex
“Plans of action for the implementation of the
Vienna Declaration on Crime and Justice: Meeting
the Challenges of the Twenty-first Century

“I. Action against transnational organized crime
“1. In order to implement and follow up on the

commitments undertaken in paragraphs 5, 6, 7 and 10
of the Vienna Declaration on Crime and Justice: Meet-
ing the Challenges of the Twenty-first Century and to
facilitate the signature, ratification, entry into force
and progressive implementation of the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime
and the Protocols thereto, the specific measures set out
below are recommended.

“A. National actions
“2. States that have not signed the Convention and

the protocols thereto should do so as soon as possible,
and States that have signed those legal instruments
should make every effort to ratify them as soon as possi-
ble. Each State will set priorities for the effective imple-
mentation of the Convention and the protocols thereto
and will proceed as appropriate and as expeditiously
as possible until all the provisions of all of those legal
instruments are in full force and operation. Individu-
ally and collectively, States will endeavour, as appropri-
ate, to support the following actions:

“(a) The development of legislation creating or
strengthening sanctions, investigative powers, criminal
procedures and other matters;

“(b) Capacity-building, including for the purpose
of cooperation, through the strengthening of crime
prevention and criminal justice systems, and the estab-
lishment or expansion of agencies responsible for
the prevention, detection and control of transnational
organized crime;

“(c) The establishment or improvement of training
programmes for judges, prosecutors, law enforcement
personnel and other individuals or agencies responsi-
ble for the prevention, detection and control of trans-
national organized crime;

“(d) The development and sharing of information
and analytical expertise on methods and activities and
general trends in organized crime and on the identi-
ties, whereabouts and activities of specific individuals
or groups suspected of involvement in organized
crime, to the extent consistent with national laws and
international agreements and arrangements;

“(e) The general promotion of effective crime con-
trol strategies.

“3. States will also endeavour, as appropriate:
“(a) To support the efforts of the Centre for Inter-

national Crime Prevention of the Office for Drug Con-
trol and Crime Prevention of the Secretariat to pro-
mote ratification of the Convention and the protocols
thereto through regional seminars and provide pre-
and post-ratification assistance to signatory States by
providing financial contributions, expertise and/or
other forms of assistance;

“(b) To increase in a sustained manner their overall
level of extrabudgetary contributions and strengthen
and broaden the donor base of the Centre in order to
ensure the availability of adequate material and techni-
cal resources for projects in support of the Convention
and the protocols thereto, as well as other projects and
programmes;

“(c) To strengthen international cooperation in or-
der to create a conducive environment for the fight
against organized crime, promoting growth and sus-
tainable development and eradicating poverty and un-
employment.

“B. International actions
“4. The Centre for International Crime Prevention

will, in cooperation with other relevant international
and regional organizations, as appropriate, and in
accordance with the present resolution:

“(a) Organize high-level seminars to increase
awareness of the Convention and the protocols thereto
on the part of States, intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations and other key groups or
individuals;

“(b) Assist States in the development of legislation
and regulations and provide other expertise or techni-
cal cooperation to facilitate the ratification and imple-
mentation of the legal instruments, on request;

“(c) Assist States in the establishment or intensifica-
tion of bilateral and multilateral cooperation in the
areas covered by the Convention, in particular those in-
volving the use of modern communication technolo-
gies, on request;
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“(d) Carry out the regular collection and analysis of
data on transnational organized crime, in consultation
with interested States;

“(e) Maintain a database to permit a more compre-
hensive in-depth analysis of patterns and trends and
geographical mapping of the strategies and activities
carried out by organized criminal groups, and of best
practices to combat transnational organized crime, in
consultation with interested States;

“(f) Maintain a database of relevant national legisla-
tion;

“(g) Support the Ad Hoc Committee on the Elabo-
ration of a Convention against Transnational Organ-
ized Crime in the development of rules and procedures
for the Conference of the Parties to the Convention;

“(h) Provide secretariat and general support to the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention.

“II. Action against corruption
“5. In order to implement and follow up on the

commitments undertaken in paragraph 16 of the
Vienna Declaration to develop an effective interna-
tional legal instrument against corruption and to
develop and implement other measures and pro-
grammes to prevent and combat corruption, the spe-
cific measures below are recommended.

“A. National actions
“6. Individually and collectively, States will endeav-

our, as appropriate, to support the following actions:
“(a) Full participation in sessions of the Ad Hoc

Committee for the Negotiation of a Convention against
Corruption established pursuant to General Assembly
resolution 55/61 of 4 December 2000;

“(b) Promoting the full and effective participation
of developing countries, in particular least developed
countries, in the deliberations of the Ad Hoc Commit-
tee; this may be done through the provision of extra-
budgetary resources to the Centre for International
Crime Prevention;

“(c) Making efforts to finalize the future United
Nations convention against corruption by the end of
2003, taking into consideration existing legal instru-
ments against corruption and, whenever relevant, the
United Nations Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime;

“(d) Commencing, when appropriate, the develop-
ment of domestic legislative, administrative and other
measures to facilitate the ratification and effective im-
plementation of the future United Nations convention
against corruption, including both domestic measures
against corruption and measures to support effective
cooperation with other States.

“7. States will endeavour, as appropriate, to address
domestic corruption through the following measures:

“(a) The assessment of domestic types, causes,
effects and costs of corruption;

“(b) The development of national strategies and
action plans against corruption, based on the broad
participation of stakeholders from government and
civil society;

“(c) The maintenance or establishment of adequate
domestic offences, investigative powers and criminal
procedures to deal with corruption and related prob-
lems;

“(d) The strengthening of national governance sys-
tems and institutions, in particular criminal justice in-

stitutions, to create and/or ensure greater
independence from and resistance to corrupt influ-
ences;

“(e) The maintenance or establishment of institu-
tions and structures to achieve transparency and public
accountability in government, business and other key
social and economic sectors;

“(f) The development of expertise in anti-
corruption measures and the education and training
of officials about the nature and consequences of cor-
ruption and how to combat it effectively.

“8. States will endeavour, as appropriate, to address
transnational corruption with the following measures:

“(a) The signature, ratification and implementa-
tion of existing international instruments against cor-
ruption, as appropriate;

“(b) Proper follow-up to international anti-
corruption measures and recommendations at the
national level, in conformity with national law;

“(c) The development and enhancement of domes-
tic capacity to provide international cooperation in
anti-corruption matters, including addressing the
question of the repatriation of proceeds of corruption;

“(d) Awareness-raising on the part of relevant gov-
ernment departments or ministries such as ministries
of justice, the interior, foreign affairs and development
cooperation as to the seriousness of the problems
posed by transnational corruption and the need to sup-
port effective measures against it;

“(e) The provision of material, technical or other
support to other States in anti-corruption pro-
grammes, both directly and through financial support
to the global programme against corruption;

“(f) The reduction of opportunities for the transfer
and concealment of proceeds of corruption and meas-
ures to address the question of returning such pro-
ceeds to their countries of origin; actions may include
ensuring the implementation of measures against
money-laundering, pursuant to the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime
and other international legal instruments, and the de-
velopment and implementation of new measures.

“B. International actions
“9. The Centre for International Crime Prevention

will, in cooperation with other relevant international
and regional organizations, as appropriate, and in
accordance with the present resolution:

“(a) Provide substantive expertise and full secreta-
riat services to the Ad Hoc Committee for the Negotia-
tion of a Convention against Corruption in the course
of its work;

“(b) Ensure, with the assistance of Member States,
the full and effective participation of developing coun-
tries, in particular least developed countries, in the
work of the Ad Hoc Committee, including by covering
travel and local expenses;

“(c) Provide to States, on request, technical co-
operation to facilitate the ratification and implementa-
tion of the future United Nations convention against
corruption;

“(d) Assist States in the establishment or intensifica-
tion of bilateral and multilateral cooperation in the
areas to be covered by the future United Nations con-
vention against corruption;
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“(e) Maintain a database of existing national assess-
ments of corruption in a standardized format and a kit
of best practices against corruption;

“(f) Facilitate the sharing of experience and exper-
tise among States;

“(g) Revise and update the manual on practical
measures against corruption;

“(h) Develop technical cooperation projects to pre-
vent and combat corruption in order to assist States,
upon request, in implementing such projects under the
global programme against corruption.

“III. Action against trafficking in persons
“10. In order to implement and follow up on the

commitments undertaken in paragraph 14 of the
Vienna Declaration to take immediate and effective
measures to prevent and combat trafficking in persons,
especially women and children, and to promote
cooperation between States in this respect, the specific
measures below are recommended.

“A. National actions
“11. Individually and collectively, States will endeav-

our, as appropriate, to support the following actions:
“(a) Developing and sharing information and ana-

lytical expertise on the nature and extent of domestic
and regional trafficking activities and on the identities,
means and methods of known traffickers or trafficking
organizations, to the extent consistent with national
laws and international agreements and arrangements;

“(b) Adopting or strengthening, as necessary, effec-
tive laws and procedures for the prevention and pun-
ishment of trafficking in persons and effective meas-
ures for the support and protection of victims and
witnesses of such trafficking;

“(c) Considering implementing measures to pro-
vide for the protection and physical, psychological and
social recovery of victims of trafficking in persons;

“(d) Supporting and cooperating with national and
international non-governmental and other organiza-
tions and elements of civil society, as appropriate, in
matters relating to trafficking in persons;

“(e) Reviewing and assessing the effectiveness of
domestic measures against trafficking in persons, and
considering making that information available for
comparison and research into the development of
more effective measures against such trafficking;

“(f) Developing and disseminating public informa-
tion about trafficking in persons, to educate potential
victims of such trafficking;

“(g) Strengthening capacity for international
cooperation to develop and implement measures
against trafficking in persons;

“(h) Considering providing voluntary contributions
to support the implementation of the global pro-
gramme against trafficking in human beings;

“(i) Providing increased resources to support the
development and implementation of national and re-
gional strategies against trafficking in persons.

“B. International actions
“12. The Centre for International Crime Preven-

tion will, in cooperation with other relevant interna-
tional and regional organizations, as appropriate, and
in accordance with the present resolution:

“(a) Develop technical cooperation projects to pre-
vent and combat trafficking in persons and to protect
the victims and witnesses of such trafficking, in order

to assist States, upon request, in implementing such
projects under the global programme against traffick-
ing in human beings;

“(b) Maintain a global database containing informa-
tion about the nature and extent of trafficking in per-
sons and best practices for preventing and controlling
it, in cooperation with the United Nations Interre-
gional Crime and Justice Research Institute;

“(c) Develop tools to assess the effectiveness of
measures against trafficking in persons.

“IV. Action against smuggling of migrants
“13. In order to implement and follow up the com-

mitments undertaken in paragraph 14 of the Vienna
Declaration and to take immediate and effective meas-
ures to prevent and combat the smuggling of migrants,
and to promote cooperation between States in this
respect, the specific measures below are recom-
mended.

“A. National actions
“14. Individually and collectively, States will endeav-

our, as appropriate, to support the following actions:
“(a) Developing and sharing information and ana-

lytical expertise on the nature and extent of domestic
and regional activities relating to the smuggling of mi-
grants and on the identities, means and methods of
known smugglers or smuggling organizations, to the
extent consistent with national laws and international
agreements and arrangements;

“(b) Enacting and strengthening, as necessary,
effective laws for the prevention and punishment of the
smuggling of migrants, and measures for the support
and protection of the rights of smuggled migrants and
of witnesses in smuggling cases, in conformity with the
Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land,
Sea and Air, supplementing the United Nations Con-
vention against Transnational Organized Crime;

“(c) Implementing measures to protect the basic
rights of smuggled migrants and, within their means,
of witnesses in smuggling cases, to protect them from
violence and take appropriate measures in cases where,
in the course of being smuggled, the lives, safety or hu-
man dignity of migrants are placed in jeopardy;

“(d) Supporting and cooperating with national and
international non-governmental and other organiza-
tions and elements of civil society, as appropriate, in
matters relating to the smuggling of migrants;

“(e) Reviewing and assessing the effectiveness of
domestic measures against the smuggling of migrants,
and considering making that information available
for comparison and research into the development of
more effective measures;

“(f) Developing and disseminating public informa-
tion about the smuggling of migrants, to educate offi-
cials, the general public and potential migrants about
the true nature of such smuggling, including the in-
volvement of organized criminal groups and the risks
posed to smuggled migrants;

“(g) Strengthening capacity for international
cooperation to develop and implement measures
against the smuggling of migrants.

“B. International actions
“15. The Centre for International Crime Preven-

tion will, in cooperation with other relevant interna-
tional and regional organizations, as appropriate, and
in accordance with the present resolution, develop
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technical cooperation projects to prevent and combat
the smuggling of migrants, while protecting the rights
of smuggled migrants, in order to assist States, upon
request, in implementing such projects.

“V. Action against the illicit manufacturing of and
trafficking in firearms, their parts and compo-
nents and ammunition

“16. In order to implement and follow up on the
commitments undertaken in paragraph 15 of the
Vienna Declaration and to take such immediate and
effective measures as are appropriate to reduce the inci-
dence of the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in
firearms, their parts and components and ammunition
and related criminal activities, in accordance with the
terms of the Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing
of and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and Com-
ponents and Ammunition, supplementing the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime, the specific measures below are recommended.

“A. National actions
“17. Individually and collectively, States will endeav-

our, as appropriate, to support the following actions:
“(a) Adopting and strengthening, as necessary, na-

tional legislation and procedures, and in particular
procedures regarding criminal offences and proce-
dures for the confiscation, seizure, forfeiture and dis-
posal of firearms, their parts and components and
ammunition;

“(b) Implementing requirements to keep records
regarding firearms, the marking of firearms and the
deactivation of firearms;

“(c) Establishing or maintaining effective systems
for the licensing or authorization of the import, export
and transit of firearms, their parts and components
and ammunition;

“(d) Establishing appropriate legal and administra-
tive measures with a view to preventing the loss, theft or
diversion of firearms, for the exchange of relevant in-
formation relating to firearms and for bilateral, re-
gional and international cooperation, including by
means of information exchange and technical assist-
ance;

“(e) Considering the establishment of an effective
regulatory framework for the activities of those en-
gaged in the brokering of transactions involving the im-
port, export or transit of firearms.

“B. International actions
“18. The Centre for International Crime Preven-

tion will, in cooperation with other relevant interna-
tional and regional organizations, as appropriate, and
in accordance with the present resolution:

“(a) Develop technical cooperation projects to pre-
vent, combat and eradicate the illicit trafficking in fire-
arms, their parts and components and ammunition
and related activities, in order to assist requesting
States, in particular developing countries and coun-
tries with economies in transition, in implementing
such projects;

“(b) Establish and maintain a global database of
existing national and regional firearms regulations
and related law enforcement practices, as well as best
practices relating to firearms control measures.

“VI. Action against money-laundering
“19. In order to implement and follow up the com-

mitments undertaken in paragraph 17 of the Vienna
Declaration and to develop, adopt and implement
effective domestic legislation, regulations and adminis-
trative measures to prevent, detect and combat, in
cooperation with other States, domestic and trans-
national money-laundering, in accordance with the
relevant international instruments, in particular the
United Nations Convention against Transnational Or-
ganized Crime, and using as a guideline the relevant
initiatives of regional, interregional and multilateral
organizations against money-laundering, the specific
measures below are recommended.

“A. National actions
“20. Individually and collectively, States will en-

deavour, as appropriate, to support the following
actions:

“(a) Adopting comprehensive measures to deal
effectively with the problem of money-laundering in
all its aspects, with the participation of all relevant min-
istries, departments and agencies and in consultation
with representatives of the financial sector;

“(b) Making efforts to ensure that domestic legisla-
tion adequately criminalizes activities and methods
used to conceal, convert or transfer the proceeds of
crime in order to disguise the nature or origin of the
proceeds, in accordance with article 6 of the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime;

“(c) Making efforts to ensure that adequate regula-
tory, inspection and investigative powers exist to detect
and identify money-laundering activities;

“(d) Making efforts to ensure that adequate investi-
gative and judicial powers exist to permit the identifica-
tion, tracing, seizure, confiscation and disposal of pro-
ceeds of crime;

“(e) Making efforts to ensure that adequate legal
powers exist and administrative resources are available
to permit timely and effective responses to be made to
requests from other States in cases involving money-
laundering;

“(f) Supporting and participating in domestic and
international research efforts to monitor and analyse
trends in money-laundering and international policy
responses;

“(g) Consistent with existing multilateral arrange-
ments, developing projects or programmes to assist
other States in developing, drafting or upgrading legis-
lation, regulations and administrative procedures
against money-laundering, including the Global Pro-
gramme against Money-Laundering and other activi-
ties or projects that support the implementation of
the United Nations Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime;

“(h) Activities or programmes to train officials or
share expertise in combating money-laundering, such
as training workshops and seminars.

“B. International actions
“21. The Office for Drug Control and Crime Pre-

vention will, in cooperation with other relevant inter-
national and regional organizations, as appropriate,
and in accordance with the present resolution, develop
technical cooperation activities to prevent and combat
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money-laundering and assist requesting States in im-
plementing those activities.

“VII. Action against terrorism
“22. In order to implement and follow up on the

commitments undertaken in paragraph 19 of the
Vienna Declaration and to take effective, resolute and
speedy measures to prevent and combat criminal activi-
ties carried out for the purpose of furthering terrorism
in all its forms and manifestations, the specific meas-
ures below are recommended.

“A. National actions
“23. Individually and collectively, States will en-

deavour, as appropriate, to support the following
actions:

“(a) Signing and ratifying the international instru-
ments dealing with terrorism;

“(b) Conducting research and gathering informa-
tion about criminal activities carried out for the pur-
pose of furthering terrorism in all its forms and mani-
festations, including the identities, whereabouts and
activities of specific individuals or groups involved in
such activities, and supporting similar work at the in-
ternational level, to the extent consistent with national
laws and international agreements and arrangements;

“(c) Reviewing their relevant domestic laws and pro-
cedures with a view to achieving effective domestic
measures against terrorism and related crime, an en-
hanced ability to cooperate in appropriate cases with
other States and the effective implementation of rele-
vant international instruments;

“(d) Fostering cooperation between anti-terrorism
agencies and agencies fighting crimes; this may include
the establishment of liaison offices or other channels
of communication between anti-terrorism agencies and
agencies fighting crime in order to enhance informa-
tion exchange;

“(e) Considering voluntary contributions to sup-
port the implementation of the terrorism-prevention
activities of the Centre for International Crime Preven-
tion.

“B. International actions
“24. The Centre for International Crime Preven-

tion will, in cooperation with other relevant interna-
tional and regional organizations, in coordination with
the Office of Legal Affairs of the Secretariat, as appro-
priate, and in accordance with the present resolution:

“(a) Take steps to raise awareness of the relevant in-
ternational instruments, encourage States to sign and
ratify such instruments and, where feasible, provide
assistance in implementing such instruments to States,
upon request;

“(b) In cooperation with Member States, take meas-
ures to raise public awareness of the nature and scope
of international terrorism and its relationship to crime,
including organized crime, where appropriate;

“(c) Continue to maintain existing databases on
terrorism;

“(d) Offer analytical support to Member States
by collecting and disseminating information on the
relationship between terrorism and related criminal ac-
tivities;

“(e) If further developments so require, draw up
concrete proposals for consideration by Member States
to strengthen the capacity of the Centre to develop,

within its mandate, and administer the terrorism pre-
vention component of its activities.

“VIII. Action on crime prevention
“25. In order to implement and follow up on the

commitment undertaken in paragraph 25 of the Vi-
enna Declaration to develop comprehensive interna-
tional, regional, national and local crime prevention
strategies, the specific measures below are recom-
mended.

“A. National actions
“26. Individually and collectively, States will en-

deavour, as appropriate, to support the following
actions:

“(a) Promotion of close cooperation between the
various sectors of society, including justice, health,
education, social services and housing, which are nec-
essary to support effective community-based crime pre-
vention;

“(b) Close cooperation with and assistance to ele-
ments of civil society in the development, adoption and
promotion of crime prevention initiatives, taking into
account the importance of proceeding on the basis of
proven practices wherever possible and of selecting the
appropriate balance between various approaches to
community-based crime prevention;

“(c) Encouragement of assessment of the effective-
ness of crime prevention programmes;

“(d) Development of practices that seek to prevent
crime victims from being victimized once again;

“(e) Development and implementation of situa-
tional and other crime prevention programmes, bear-
ing in mind the need to avoid any infringement of civil
liberties;

“(f) Collaboration with other Governments and
non-governmental organizations in the development
and dissemination of successful and innovative crime
prevention initiatives and specialized knowledge and
expertise in crime prevention practices, including pub-
lic awareness and education campaigns about effective
crime prevention and the contributions that individ-
uals, families, communities and all levels of govern-
ment may make to contribute to safer and more peace-
ful communities;

“(g) Consideration of how to contribute to the col-
lective efforts of countries to develop a comprehensive
international strategy to advance community-based
crime prevention;

“(h) Take steps to incorporate into their national
crime prevention strategies measures to prevent and
combat crime associated with racism, racial discrimina-
tion, xenophobia and related forms of intolerance.

“B. International actions
“27. The Centre for International Crime Preven-

tion will, in cooperation with other relevant interna-
tional and regional organizations, as appropriate, and
in accordance with the present resolution:

“(a) Develop and promote crime prevention exper-
tise that has been carefully adapted from proven prac-
tices to the conditions in the countries where those
practices are to be implemented, using seminars, train-
ing programmes and other means;

“(b) Where requested to do so by the State or States
involved, conduct public awareness and education cam-
paigns about effective crime prevention and the
respective contributions that individuals, families,
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communities and all levels of government may make
towards safer and more peaceful communities;

“(c) Endeavour to contribute to the exchange of in-
formation and experience in crime prevention, for the
purpose of encouraging new forms of collaboration
between countries involving government, the commu-
nity and non-governmental organizations;

“(d) Assess the evolution and globalization of crime
and prepare responses to it through innovative and
effective crime prevention initiatives that take account
of the impact of new technologies on crime and crime
prevention;

“(e) Continue to coordinate studies on crime in
urban areas and measures for its effective prevention,
including on the possible cultural and institutional dif-
ferences in effective crime prevention;

“(f) Encourage Member States to incorporate into
international crime prevention strategies and norms
measures to prevent and combat crime associated with
racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related
forms of intolerance, taking into account measures
already taken by Member States;

“(g) Develop technical cooperation projects in the
area of crime prevention for requesting States and
assist in their implementation;

“(h) Develop a guide for policy makers and a hand-
book on proven practices in the area of crime preven-
tion.

“IX. Action on witnesses and victims of crime
“28. In order to implement and follow up on the

commitments undertaken in paragraph 27 of the Vi-
enna Declaration to review relevant practices by 2002
where possible, to develop action plans, support serv-
ices and awareness campaigns for victims, to consider
the establishment of funds for victims and to develop
and implement witness protection policies, the specific
measures below are recommended.

“A. National actions
“29. Individually and collectively, States will en-

deavour, as appropriate, to support the following
actions:

“(a) The conduct of national and regional studies
on victims of crime in national justice systems;

“(b) The use and application of the Declaration of
Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and
Abuse of Power, subject to the domestic legal systems
of each State, taking into account the Handbook on
Justice for Victims on the use and application of the
Declaration and the Guide for Policy Makers on the im-
plementation of the Declaration.

“B. International actions
“30. The Centre for International Crime Preven-

tion will, in cooperation with other relevant interna-
tional and regional organizations, as appropriate, and
in accordance with the present resolution:

“(a) In its projects and programmes, take into
account measures for the assistance and support of vic-
tims and witnesses, including those who are women,
children or victims of trafficking in persons;

“(b) Promote the establishment of funds for victims
of crime;

“(c) Promote proven practices in providing support
and services for victims and witnesses using, for exam-
ple, the International Victimology web site;

“(d) Translate into the official languages of the
United Nations and widely disseminate the Guide for
Policy Makers and the Handbook on Justice for Vic-
tims and assist requesting States in using those docu-
ments;

“(e) Upon request, assist States in the development
of new legislation on victims, using, inter alia, the inter-
national database established by the Government of
the Netherlands;

“(f) Where necessary, promote demonstration or
pilot projects for the development, further develop-
ment or establishment of victim services and other
related operational activities.

“X. Action on prison overcrowding and alternatives
to incarceration

“31. In order to implement and follow up on the
commitments undertaken in paragraph 26 of the
Vienna Declaration to promote safe and effective alter-
natives to incarceration, the specific measures below
are recommended.

“A. National actions
“32. Individually and collectively, States will en-

deavour, as appropriate, to support the following
actions:

“(a) The development of specific actions and time-
bound targets to address prison overcrowding, recog-
nizing that conditions in overcrowded prisons may
affect the human rights of prisoners, including such
actions as adopting effective measures to reduce pre-
trial detention as far as possible; the introduction of
appropriate alternatives to imprisonment; preferring
non-custodial measures to imprisonment where possi-
ble; dealing with minor offences using options such
as customary practice, mediation between concerned
parties or the payment of civil reparations or compen-
sation; and conducting public awareness and education
campaigns on alternatives to imprisonment and how
they work;

“(b) Encouraging international and regional insti-
tutions, including financial institutions, to incorporate
into their relevant technical cooperation programmes
measures to reduce prison overcrowding, in accord-
ance with national laws;

“(c) Promoting and implementing good prison
practice, taking into account international standards;

“(d) Ensuring that national and international ac-
tions on prison overcrowding and alternatives to incar-
ceration take into account and address any disparate
impact that such actions may have on women and men.

“B. International actions
“33. The Centre for International Crime Preven-

tion will, in cooperation with other relevant interna-
tional and regional organizations, as appropriate, and
in accordance with the present resolution:

“(a) Encourage international and regional institu-
tions, including financial institutions, to incorporate
into their relevant technical cooperation programmes
measures to reduce prison overcrowding, in accord-
ance with national laws;

“(b) Promote national and international actions on
prison overcrowding and alternatives to incarceration
that take into account any disparate impact on women
and men, as well as any special needs;

“(c) Upon request, provide assistance in the form of
advisory services, needs assessment, capacity-building,
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training or other assistance to States to enable them to
improve prison conditions.

“XI. Action against high-technology and computer-
related crime

“34. In order to implement and follow up on
the commitments undertaken in paragraph 18 of the
Vienna Declaration to develop action-oriented policy
recommendations for the prevention and control of
high-technology and computer-related crime, taking
into account the ongoing work in other forums and to
enhance abilities to detect, prevent, investigate and
prosecute such crimes, the specific measures below are
recommended.

“A. National actions
“35. Individually and collectively, States will en-

deavour, as appropriate, to support the following
actions:

“(a) Criminalization of the misuse of information
technologies, as appropriate and in accordance with
national law, including, if necessary, reviewing crimes
such as fraud, in order to ensure that they apply to of-
fences in which computer and telecommunication me-
dia and networks are used;

“(b) The development and implementation of rules
and procedures, including on the exercise of juris-
diction, that would ensure that computer- and
telecommunication-related crimes can be effectively
detected and investigated at the national level and that
effective cooperation can be obtained in multinational
cases, taking into account national sovereignty, the
need for effective law enforcement and the need to
maintain effective protections for privacy and other
related basic rights;

“(c) Ensuring that law enforcement personnel are
trained and equipped to be able to respond effectively
and expeditiously to requests for assistance in the trac-
ing of communications and other measures necessary
for the detection and investigation of transnational
high-technology and computer-related crimes;

“(d) Engaging in domestic and international dis-
cussions on actions against high-technology and
computer-related crime and the effects of technologi-
cal change with industries involved in the development
and deployment of computers, telecommunication
equipment, network software and hardware and other
relevant products and services. These discussions
could include such key areas as:

“(i) Issues relating to domestic and international
regulation of the technologies and networks;

“(ii) Issues relating to the incorporation of ele-
ments into new technologies, which are intended to
prevent crime or facilitate the detection, investigation
or prosecution of crime;

“(e) Making voluntary contributions, both bilater-
ally and through international and regional organiza-
tions, as appropriate, including in cooperation with the
private sector, inter alia, in the form of technical exper-
tise to assist other States in developing and implement-
ing effective measures against high-technology and
computer-related crime, including the measures re-
ferred to in subparagraphs (c) and (d) above.

“B. International actions
“36. The Centre for International Crime Preven-

tion will, in cooperation with other relevant interna-

tional and regional organizations, as appropriate, and
in accordance with the present resolution:

“(a) Support national and international research
activities to identify new forms of computer-related
criminality and to assess the effects of such criminality
in key areas such as sustainable development, the pro-
tection of privacy and electronic commerce, and the
measures taken in response;

“(b) Disseminate internationally agreed materials
such as guidelines, legal and technical manuals, min-
imum standards, proven practices and model legisla-
tion to assist legislators and law enforcement and other
authorities in the development, adoption and applica-
tion of effective measures against high-technology and
computer-related crime and offenders both in general
and in specific cases;

“(c) Promote, support and implement, as appro-
priate, technical cooperation and assistance projects.
Such projects would bring together experts in crime
prevention, computer security, criminal legislation and
procedures, prosecution, investigative techniques and
related matters with States seeking information or
assistance in those areas.

“XII. Action on juvenile justice
“37. In order to implement and follow up the com-

mitments, undertaken in paragraph 24 of the Vienna
Declaration, the specific measures below are recom-
mended.

“A. National actions
“38. Individually and collectively, States will en-

deavour, as appropriate, to support the following
actions:

“(a) Giving timely assistance to juveniles in difficult
circumstances in order to prevent them from resorting
to crime;

“(b) Supporting the development of crime preven-
tion practices that are focused on juveniles who are at
risk of becoming delinquent or who are easy candi-
dates for recruitment by criminal groups, bearing in
mind the rights of such juveniles;

“(c) Strengthening juvenile justice systems;
“(d) Incorporating an integrated strategy for the

prevention of youth crime and for juvenile justice in
their national development plans;

“(e) Promoting the re-education and rehabilitation
of juvenile offenders;

“(f) Encouraging, and where necessary, supporting
the participation of civil society in the implementation
of practices for the prevention of juvenile crime.

“B. International actions
“39. The Centre for International Crime Preven-

tion will, in cooperation with other relevant interna-
tional and regional organizations, as appropriate, and
in accordance with the present resolution:

“(a) Upon request, develop technical cooperation
projects to prevent youth crime, to strengthen juvenile
justice systems and to improve the rehabilitation and
treatment of juvenile offenders and assist States in im-
plementing those projects;

“(b) Ensure effective cooperation among the rele-
vant United Nations entities and the other organiza-
tions mentioned in the Guidelines for Action on Chil-
dren in the Criminal Justice System.
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“XIII. Action on the special needs of women in the
criminal justice system

“40. In order to implement and follow up on the
commitments undertaken in paragraphs 11 and 12 of
the Vienna Declaration, and to review crime preven-
tion and criminal justice strategies in order to identify
and address any disparate impact of programmes and
policies on women and men, the specific measures
below are recommended.

“A. National actions
“41. Individually and collectively, States will endeav-

our, as appropriate, to support the following actions:
“(a) Reviewing, evaluating and, if necessary, modi-

fying their legislation, policies, procedures and prac-
tices relating to criminal matters, in a manner consis-
tent with their legal systems, in order to ensure that
women are treated fairly by the criminal justice system;

“(b) Developing national and international crime
prevention and criminal justice strategies that take
into account the special needs of women as criminal
justice practitioners, victims, witnesses, prisoners and
offenders;

“(c) Considering sharing with other States, via web
sites or other media or forums, any proven practices
concerning women as criminal justice practitioners,
victims, witnesses, prisoners and offenders that take
into account the special needs of women.

“B. International actions
“42. The Centre for International Crime Preven-

tion will, in cooperation with other relevant interna-
tional and regional organizations, as appropriate, and
in accordance with the present resolution:

“(a) Collect and disseminate information and mate-
rials on violence against women in all of its forms and
manifestations, as referred to in the Declaration on the
Elimination of Violence against Women, for the pur-
pose of implementing its crime prevention and crimi-
nal justice programme, including technical assistance
at the request of States;

“(b) Work on issues relating to violence against
women and to the removal of gender bias in the
administration of criminal justice;

“(c) Cooperate with all other relevant entities of the
United Nations system regarding activities on issues
relating to violence against women and to the removal
of gender bias in the administration of criminal justice,
and coordinate work on such issues;

“(d) Consolidate and disseminate information on
successful intervention models and preventive pro-
grammes at the national level;

“(e) Continue to improve training concerning crimi-
nal justice and crime-prevention aspects of the human
rights of women and issues of gender bias and violence
against women for relevant United Nations staff mem-
bers;

“(f) Assist Member States, upon request, in utilizing
the Model Strategies and Practical Measures on the
Elimination of Violence against Women in the Field of
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice.

“XIV. Action on standards and norms
“43. In order to implement and follow up on the

commitments undertaken in paragraph 22 of the Vi-
enna Declaration and to promote the use and applica-
tion, as appropriate, of the United Nations standards
and norms in crime prevention and criminal justice in

national law and practice, the specific measures below
are recommended.

“A. National actions
“44. Individually and collectively, States will en-

deavour, as appropriate, to use and apply in national
law and practice the United Nations standards and
norms in crime prevention and criminal justice and to
publish the Compendium of United Nations Standards and
Norms in Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice in the lan-
guages of their countries.

“B. International actions
“45. The Centre for International Crime Preven-

tion will, in cooperation with other relevant interna-
tional and regional organizations, as appropriate, and
in accordance with the present resolution:

“(a) Update the Compendium of United Nations Stan-
dards and Norms in Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice;

“(b) Promote the use and application of United
Nations standards and norms in crime prevention and
criminal justice, inter alia, by providing advisory serv-
ices and technical cooperation to Member States upon
request, including assistance to Member States in
criminal justice and law reform, organization of train-
ing for law enforcement and criminal justice personnel
and support to the administration and management of
penal and penitentiary systems, thus contributing to
the upgrading of their efficiency and capabilities;

“(c) Coordinate activities relating to the use and ap-
plication of United Nations standards and norms in
crime prevention and criminal justice between the Cen-
tre for International Crime Prevention and other rele-
vant United Nations entities, taking into account bilat-
eral and regional assistance programmes.

“XV. Action on restorative justice
“46. In order to implement and follow up on the

commitments undertaken in paragraph 28 of the
Vienna Declaration and to encourage the development
of restorative justice policies, procedures and pro-
grammes, the specific measures below are recom-
mended.

“A. National actions
“47. Individually and collectively, States will endeav-

our, as appropriate, to support the following actions:
“(a) Taking into account Economic and Social

Council resolution 2000/14 of 27 July 2000, entitled
“Basic principles on the use of restorative justice pro-
grammes in criminal matters”, when considering the
desirability and the means of establishing common
principles;

“(b) Dealing with offences, especially minor of-
fences, according to customary practice in respect of
restorative justice, where available and appropriate,
provided that this meets human rights requirements
and that those involved so agree;

“(c) Using amicable means as provided by national
law to deal with offences, especially minor offences, for
example by using mediation, reparation or agreements
whereby the offender compensates the victim;

“(d) Promoting a culture favourable to mediation
and restorative justice among law enforcement, judi-
cial and social authorities and local communities;

“(e) Providing appropriate training for those in-
volved in the development and implementation of re-
storative justice policies and programmes;
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“(f) Promoting the re-education and rehabilitation
of juvenile offenders by encouraging, where appropri-
ate, the use of mediation, conflict resolution, concilia-
tion and other methods of restorative justice as alterna-
tives to judicial proceedings and custodial-based
sanctions;

“(g) Developing and implementing restorative jus-
tice policies and programmes, taking into account
existing international commitments with respect to vic-
tims, in particular the Declaration of Basic Principles
of Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power;

“(h) Promoting cooperation between government
and civil society, including relevant non-governmental
organizations, to implement restorative justice pro-
grammes and to ensure public support for the use of
restorative justice principles.

“B. International actions
“48. The Centre for International Crime Preven-

tion will, in cooperation with other relevant interna-
tional and regional organizations, as appropriate, and
in accordance with the present resolution:

“(a) Exchange information on experiences and
proven practices in the implementation and evaluation
of programmes for restorative justice;

“(b) Assist the Commission on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice in considering the desirability
and the means of establishing common principles on
the use of restorative justice programmes in criminal
matters;

“(c) Convene a meeting of experts to examine pro-
posals for further action in relation to restorative jus-
tice, including mediation.”

Crime congresses
In response to General Assembly resolution

53/110 [YUN 1998, p. 1032], the Commission on
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice reviewed
the role, function, periodicity and duration of
the UN congresses on the prevention of crime
and the treatment of offenders, including the
issue of regional preparatory meetings, on the
basis of a Secretariat note [E/CN.15/2001/6] pre-
pared for the review.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION

On 24 July [meeting 40], the Economic and Social
Council, on the recommendation of the Commis-
sion on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
[E/2001/30/Rev.1], adopted resolution 2001/9 with-
out vote [agenda item 14 (c)].

Role, function, periodicity and duration of the
United Nations congresses on the prevention

of crime and the treatment of offenders
The Economic and Social Council
Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of

the following draft resolution:
[For text, see General Assembly resolution 56/119 below.]

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 88], the General As-
sembly, on the recommendation of the Third

Committee [A/56/574], adopted resolution 56/119
without vote [agenda item 110].

Role, function, periodicity and duration of the
United Nations congresses on the prevention

of crime and the treatment of offenders
The General Assembly,
Recalling that, in its resolution 53/110 of 9 December

1998, it requested the Commission on Crime Preven-
tion and Criminal Justice to review the role, function,
periodicity and duration of the United Nations con-
gresses on the prevention of crime and the treatment of
offenders, including the issue of regional preparatory
meetings for the congresses,

Taking note with appreciation of the results of the
Tenth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders,

Bearing in mind that the congresses are a consultative
body of the United Nations Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice Programme, in accordance with para-
graph 29 of the statement of principles and pro-
gramme of action of the Programme, annexed to Gen-
eral Assembly resolution 46/152 of 18 December 1991,

Recognizing the significant contributions of the con-
gresses to the promotion and strengthening of interna-
tional cooperation in crime prevention and criminal
justice,

Recognizing also that the congresses have been a fo-
rum for promoting the exchange of experiences in re-
search, law and policy development and the identifica-
tion of emerging trends and issues in crime prevention
and criminal justice among States, intergovernmental
organizations and individual experts representing vari-
ous professions and disciplines,

Recognizing further the role played by the congresses
in preparing suggestions, for consideration by the
Commission, on possible subjects for its programme of
work,

Aware of the need to review the functioning and
method of work of the congresses in order to improve
their effectiveness,

Noting with appreciation the offers made by the Gov-
ernments of Mexico and Thailand to host the next con-
gress,

1. Decides to continue holding the United Nations
congresses in accordance with paragraphs 29 and 30 of
the statement of principles and programme of action
of the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice Programme, following a dynamic, interactive
and cost-effective method of work and a focused pro-
gramme of work, and to call them the United Nations
congresses on crime prevention and criminal justice;

2. Also decides that, beginning in 2005, the con-
gresses, pursuant to paragraphs 29 and 30 of the state-
ment of principles and programme of action of the
Programme, shall be held in accordance with the fol-
lowing guidelines:

(a) Each congress shall discuss specific topics, in-
cluding, where appropriate, a main topic, all of which
shall be determined by the Commission on Crime Pre-
vention and Criminal Justice;

(b) Each congress shall include one session of pre-
congress consultations;

(c) Each congress shall include a high-level segment
in which States will be represented at the highest possi-
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ble level and will be given an opportunity to make state-
ments on the topics of the congress;

(d) As part of the high-level segment, the heads of
delegations or their representatives shall participate in
a number of thematic interactive round tables in order
to further the discussion on the topics of the congress
through open dialogue;

(e) Panels of experts, to be selected by the Commis-
sion with due regard for the principle of equitable geo-
graphical distribution, shall hold workshops dealing
with the topics of the congress, maintaining an open
dialogue with the participants and avoiding the read-
ing of statements;

(f) Institutes of the United Nations Crime Preven-
tion and Criminal Justice Programme network shall be
invited to assist in the preparations for the workshops;

(g) The Secretary-General shall facilitate, within
existing resources, the organization of ancillary meet-
ings of non-governmental organizations and profes-
sional organizations at each congress;

(h) Each congress shall adopt a single declaration
containing recommendations derived from the delib-
erations of the high-level segment, the round tables
and the workshops, to be submitted to the Commission
for its consideration;

(i) Any action suggested to the Commission regard-
ing its programme of work, contained in the declara-
tion of the congress, shall be undertaken through indi-
vidual resolutions of the Commission;

(j) The Commission, as the preparatory body for the
congress, shall request the Secretary-General to pre-
pare only those background documents which are
absolutely necessary for implementing the programme
of work of the congress;

(k) Each congress shall be preceded by regional pre-
paratory meetings, when necessary, and the costs of the
regional preparatory meetings for each congress shall
be streamlined by holding them in conjunction with
other regional meetings, shortening their duration and
limiting the preparation of background documents;

3. Requests the Commission on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice to continue to act as the prepara-
tory body for the congresses and to follow the guide-
lines contained in paragraph 2 above in organizing fu-
ture congresses;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to pro-
vide the staff required to serve as secretariat for the
congresses and the regional preparatory meetings for
the congresses;

5. Also requests the Secretary-General to provide the
Centre for International Crime Prevention of the Of-
fice for Drug Control and Crime Prevention of the
Secretariat with the necessary resources, within the
overall appropriations of the programme budget for
the biennium 2002-2003, for the preparations for the
Eleventh United Nations Congress on Crime Preven-
tion and Criminal Justice and to ensure that adequate
resources are provided in the programme budget for
the biennium 2004-2005 to support the holding of the
Eleventh Congress;

6. Requests the Commission on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice to formulate, at its eleventh ses-
sion, recommendations regarding the Eleventh Con-
gress, including recommendations on the main topic,
the organization of round tables and workshops to be
held by panels of experts and the venue and duration

of the Eleventh Congress, and to submit those recom-
mendations, through the Economic and Social
Council, to the General Assembly at its fifty-seventh
session;

7. Also requests the Commission on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice to formulate, at its eleventh ses-
sion, appropriate recommendations to enable the Eco-
nomic and Social Council to introduce the necessary
amendments to the rules of procedure for the con-
gresses to reflect the guidelines contained in para-
graph 2 above;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure the
proper follow-up to the present resolution and to re-
port thereon to the General Assembly, through the
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Jus-
tice at its eleventh session.

UN Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice Programme

Commission consideration. In May, the Com-
mission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Jus-
tice considered the Secretariat’s April note
[E/CN.15/2001/11] on the proposed programme of
work in crime prevention and criminal justice for
the 2002-2003 biennium. The note set out the
overall objective of the United Nations Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme,
namely, to strengthen international cooperation
and assistance to Governments in tackling crime
problems, such as those posed by transnational
organized crime, trafficking in persons, eco-
nomic and financial crime, including money-
laundering and corruption, illicit manufacturing
of and trafficking in firearms and terrorism in all
its forms, as well as to promote fair and efficient
criminal justice systems. The note also outlined
the expected accomplishments, together with
performance indicators, and the outputs to be
delivered.

The Centre for International Crime Preven-
tion (CICP) of the Office for Drug Control and
Crime Prevention was responsible for the pro-
gramme of work.

Report of Secretary-General. In a July report
[A/56/155], the Secretary-General provided an
overview of progress made in implementing
General Assembly resolution 55/64 [YUN 2000,
p. 1045] on strengthening the United Nations
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Pro-
gramme. It identified three basic requirements
for sustaining and building upon the progress of
the past years: action to reinforce the focus of the
Programme’s activities on achievable priority
areas of engagement; continued efforts to pro-
vide resources to match existing mandates; and
increased voluntary contributions for technical
cooperation services.

The report described the status of work on a
third protocol on illicit firearms (see p. 1036) to
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the 2000 United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime, adopted by As-
sembly resolution 55/25 [YUN 2000, p. 1048], and on
the elaboration of an international legal instru-
ment against corruption (see p. 1041); it identi-
fied the main challenges relating to the criminal
misuse of information technologies (see p. 1045)
and noted the outcome of the first meeting of the
expert group (Vienna, 12-16 March) charged
with preparing a study on the illicit manufactur-
ing of and trafficking in explosives and their
use for criminal purposes. In addition, the re-
port provided an overview of CICP’s technical
cooperation activities as at 30 June, as well as in-
formation on the United Nations Crime Preven-
tion and Criminal Justice Fund. Contributions
and pledges to the Fund in 2000 totalled $3.1 mil-
lion; in 2001, as at 31 May, they totalled $446,000.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 88], the General As-
sembly, on the recommendation of the Third
Committee [A/56/574], adopted resolution 56/123
without vote [agenda item 110].

Strengthening the United Nations Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme, in

particular its technical cooperation capacity
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 46/152 of 18 December 1991

on the creation of an effective United Nations crime
prevention and criminal justice programme, in which
it approved the statement of principles and pro-
gramme of action annexed to that resolution,

Emphasizing the role of the United Nations in the
field of crime prevention and criminal justice, specifi-
cally the reduction of criminality, more efficient and
effective law enforcement and administration of jus-
tice, respect for human rights and promotion of the
highest standards of fairness, humanity and profes-
sional conduct,

Recognizing that action against global criminal activ-
ity is a common and shared responsibility,

Convinced of the desirability of closer coordination
and cooperation among States in combating crime, in-
cluding the smuggling of migrants and trafficking in
persons, especially women and children, drug-related
crimes such as money-laundering, illicit manufactur-
ing of and trafficking in firearms, their parts and com-
ponents and ammunition, and criminal activities car-
ried out for the purpose of furthering terrorism in all
its forms and manifestations, bearing in mind the role
that could be played by both the United Nations and re-
gional organizations in this respect,

Recognizing the urgent need to increase technical
cooperation activities to assist countries, in particular
developing countries and countries with economies in
transition, with their efforts in translating United
Nations policy guidelines into practice,

Recalling its resolution 55/25 of 15 November 2000,
by which it adopted the United Nations Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime, the Protocol
to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Per-

sons, Especially Women and Children, and the Proto-
col against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea
and Air, and its resolution 55/255 of 31 May 2001, by
which it adopted the Protocol against the Illicit Manu-
facturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts
and Components and Ammunition,

Welcoming the adoption of the United Nations Con-
vention against Transnational Organized Crime and
the Protocols thereto as a milestone to fight and pre-
vent organized crime, one of the most serious contem-
porary threats to democracy and peace,

Emphasizing the importance of the expeditious entry
into force of the Convention and the Protocols thereto,

Recognizing the need to maintain a balance in the
technical cooperation capacity of the Centre for Inter-
national Crime Prevention of the Office for Drug Con-
trol and Crime Prevention of the Secretariat between
the immediate priority of the Convention and the Pro-
tocols thereto and other priorities identified by the
Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its relevant resolutions, in which it re-
quested the Secretary-General, as a matter of urgency,
to provide the United Nations Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice Programme with sufficient resources
for the full implementation of its mandate, in con-
formity with the high priority attached to the Pro-
gramme,

Bearing in mind the Vienna Declaration on Crime
and Justice: Meeting the Challenges of the Twenty-
first Century, adopted by the General Assembly in its
resolution 55/59 of 4 December 2000, and the plans of
action for the implementation of the Vienna Declara-
tion proposed by the Commission on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice,

Welcoming the report of the Meeting of the Intergov-
ernmental Open-ended Expert Group to Prepare Draft
Terms of Reference for the Negotiation of an Interna-
tional Legal Instrument against Corruption, held at
Vienna from 30 July to 3 August 2001,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-General on the progress made in the imple-
mentation of General Assembly resolution 55/64 of
4 December 2000;

2. Reaffirms the importance of the United Nations
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme in
promoting effective action to strengthen international
cooperation in crime prevention and criminal justice,
in responding to the needs of the international com-
munity in the face of both national and transnational
criminality, and in assisting Member States in achiev-
ing the goals of preventing crime within and among
States and improving the response to crime;

3. Also reaffirms the role of the Centre for Interna-
tional Crime Prevention of the Office for Drug Control
and Crime Prevention of the Secretariat in providing to
Member States, upon request, technical cooperation,
advisory services and other forms of assistance in the
field of crime prevention and criminal justice, includ-
ing in the areas of prevention and control of trans-
national organized crime and terrorism;

4. Welcomes the programme of work of the Centre,
including the three global programmes addressing,
respectively, the trafficking in human beings, corrup-
tion and organized crime, formulated on the basis of
close consultations with Member States and review by
the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal
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Justice, and calls upon the Secretary-General further
to strengthen the Centre by providing it with the re-
sources necessary for the full implementation of its
mandate;

5. Supports the high priority given to technical
cooperation and advisory services in the field of crime
prevention and criminal justice, including in the areas
of prevention and control of transnational organized
crime and terrorism, and stresses the need to enhance
the operational activities of the Centre to assist, in
particular, developing countries and countries with
economies in transition;

6. Urges States and relevant international organiza-
tions to develop national, regional and international
strategies and other necessary measures which comple-
ment the work of the United Nations Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice Programme in addressing effec-
tively the significant problems posed by the smuggling
of migrants and trafficking in persons and related
activities;

7. Welcomes the increased number of technical assist-
ance projects in the field of juvenile justice, reflecting
an increased awareness among Member States of the
importance of juvenile justice reform in establishing
and maintaining stable societies and the rule of law;

8. Invites all States to support, through voluntary
contributions to the United Nations Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice Fund, the operational activities of
the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice Programme;

9. Encourages relevant programmes, funds and or-
ganizations of the United Nations system, in particular
the United Nations Development Programme, interna-
tional financial institutions, in particular the World
Bank, and regional and national funding agencies,
to support the technical operational activities of the
Centre;

10. Urges States and funding agencies to review,
as appropriate, their funding policies for development
assistance and to include a crime prevention and crimi-
nal justice component in such assistance;

11. Welcomes the efforts undertaken by the Commis-
sion on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice to exer-
cise more vigorously its mandated function of resource
mobilization, and calls upon the Commission to
strengthen further its activities in this direction;

12. Expresses its appreciation to non-governmental
organizations and other relevant sectors of civil society
for their support to the United Nations Crime Preven-
tion and Criminal Justice Programme;

13. Welcomes the efforts of the Office for Drug Con-
trol and Crime Prevention to enhance the synergies be-
tween the United Nations International Drug Control
Programme and the Centre for International Crime
Prevention, in conformity with the reform proposals of
the Secretary-General;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to take all neces-
sary measures to provide adequate support to the Com-
mission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, as
the principal policy-making body in this field, in per-
forming its activities, including cooperation and
coordination with other relevant bodies;

15. Invites States to make adequate voluntary contri-
butions to the United Nations Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice Fund in order to strengthen the ca-
pacity of the Centre to provide technical assistance to

requesting States for the implementation of the com-
mitments entered into at the Tenth United Nations
Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treat-
ment of Offenders, including the measures outlined in
the plans of action to implement the Vienna Declara-
tion on Crime and Justice: Meeting the Challenges of
the Twenty-first Century;

16. Urges all States and regional economic organiza-
tions that have not yet done so to sign and ratify the
United Nations Convention against Transnational Or-
ganized Crime and the Protocols thereto as soon as pos-
sible in order to ensure the speedy entry into force of
the Convention and the Protocols thereto;

17. Welcomes the voluntary contributions already
made, and encourages States to make adequate and
regular voluntary contributions for the entry into force
and implementation of the Convention and the Proto-
cols thereto, through the United Nations funding
mechanism specifically designed for that purpose in
the Convention;

18. Requests the Secretary-General to take all neces-
sary measures and provide adequate support to the
Centre during the biennium 2002-2003 so as to enable
it to promote the speedy entry into force of the Conven-
tion and the Protocols thereto;

19. Invites the Secretary-General to consider, in con-
sultation with Member States and the Commission on
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, the ways in
which the Centre could contribute to the efforts of the
United Nations system against terrorism, in accord-
ance with relevant General Assembly and Security
Council resolutions;

20. Welcomes the decision of the Commission on
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice to mainstream
a gender perspective into its activities and its request to
the Secretariat that a gender perspective be integrated
into all activities of the Centre;

21. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a re-
port on the implementation of the present resolution
to the General Assembly at its fifty-seventh session.

On 24 December, the Assembly decided that
the agenda item on crime prevention and crimi-
nal justice would remain for consideration dur-
ing its resumed fifty-sixth (2002) session (deci-
sion 56/464).

Coordination

In May, the Commission considered the
Secretary-General’s March report [E/CN.15/
2001/8], prepared in response to Economic and
Social Council resolution 1999/23 [YUN 1999,
p. 1054]. The report highlighted the research and
technical assistance activities carried out in 1999
and 2000 by the UN interregional crime and jus-
tice research institutes, the affiliated regional in-
stitutes and associate institutes, and centres com-
prising the United Nations Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice Programme network. It un-
derscored efforts to coordinate and integrate
those activities. In addition, it provided informa-
tion on the activities of the International Scien-
tific and Professional Advisory Council.
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The Commission also considered the Secre-
tary- General’s related report [E/CN.15/2001/7]
containing information received from Member
States and relevant international organizations
and other entities on their projects involving in-
ternational technical assistance and training in
crime prevention and criminal justice. Sub-
mitted in response to Council resolution 1999/24
[YUN 1999, p. 1055], the report addressed the viabil-
ity and usefulness of expanding globally a cen-
tralized database of international training and
technical assistance projects in crime prevention
and criminal justice. The Secretary-General con-
cluded that the establishment of a centralized
clearing house for such projects would not
achieve the desired coordination objective, as the
level of responses and usage would prove too low.

UN African crime prevention institute

In October, pursuant to General Assembly
resolution 55/62 [YUN 2000, p. 1047], the Secretary-
General updated information on the activities,
operationsandfundingof theUnitedNationsAf-
rican Institute for the Prevention of Crime and
the Treatment of Offenders (UNAFRI) [A/56/151].

UNAFRI implemented a regional survey on
illicit firearms trafficking involving the partici-
pation of 24 African countries, which culminated
in the convening of the African Regional Work-
shop on Illicit Trafficking in Firearms in Africa
(Kampala, Uganda, 11-13 June). Project propo-
sals, for which the Institute was seeking sponsors,
had been developed on the themes of trafficking
in women and children, cult and crime, prison
conditions and human rights, crime and AIDS,
juvenile justice, conflict resolution, mob justice,
a databank on crime and UNAFRI institutional
capacity-building.

In spite of continued political support, the In-
stitute’s financial situation remained precarious,
limiting its capacity to deliver fully on its man-
date to provide effective and comprehensive serv-
ices to African countries. However, within its lim-
ited resources, the Institute executed some major
programmes in crime prevention and control.

The Institute’s total resources for the 2000-
2001 period amounted to $593,530, which came
from Member States’ assessed contributions, a
UN grant, specific project grants, income re-
ceived from the rental of UNAFRI premises and
facilities, and interest on deposits.

A later report of the Secretary-General [A/57/
135] stated that the UNAFRI Governing Board, at
its seventh session (Kampala, 5-6 December), ap-
proved the Institute’s budget and work pro-
gramme for 2002-2003, stressing that successful
implementation of the work programme was in-
tertwined with future funding. The Board en-

dorsed the recommendations of the Meeting of
African Heads of Missions resident in Kampala
on resource mobilization for the Institute, con-
vened by UNAFRI on 25 October.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 88], the General As-
sembly, on the recommendation of the Third
Committee [A/56/574], adopted resolution 56/122
without vote [agenda item 110].

United Nations African Institute for the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 55/62 of 4 December 2000

and all other relevant resolutions,
Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,
Bearing in mind the urgent need to establish effective

crime prevention strategies for Africa, as well as the im-
portance of law enforcement agencies and the judici-
ary at the regional and subregional levels,

Noting that the financial situation of the United
Nations African Institute for the Prevention of Crime
and the Treatment of Offenders has greatly affected its
capacity to deliver its services to African Member States
in an effective and comprehensive manner,

1. Commends the United Nations African Institute
for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Of-
fenders for its efforts to promote and coordinate re-
gional technical cooperation activities related to crime
prevention and criminal justice systems in Africa;

2. Also commends the Secretary-General for his
efforts to mobilize the financial resources necessary to
provide the Institute with the core professional staff re-
quired to enable it to function effectively in the fulfil-
ment of its mandated obligations;

3. Reiterates the need to strengthen further the ca-
pacity of the Institute to support national mechanisms
for crime prevention and criminal justice in African
countries;

4. Urges the States members of the Institute to make
every possible effort to meet their obligations to the
Institute;

5. Calls upon all Member States and non-
governmental organizations to adopt concrete practical
measures to support the Institute in the development
of the requisite capacity and implement its
programmes and activities aimed at strengthening crime
prevention and criminal justice systems in Africa;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to intensify
efforts to mobilize all relevant entities of the United
Nations system to provide the necessary financial and
technical support to the Institute to enable it to fulfil
its mandate;

7. Also requests the Secretary-General to deploy his
efforts to mobilize the financial resources necessary to
maintain the Institute with the core professional staff
required to enable it to function effectively in the fulfil-
ment of its mandated obligations;

8. Calls upon the United Nations Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice Programme and the United
Nations International Drug Control Programme to
work closely with the Institute;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to enhance the
promotion of regional cooperation, coordination and
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collaboration in the fight against crime, especially in its
transnational dimension, which cannot be dealt with
adequately by national action alone;

10. Also requests the Secretary-General to make con-
crete proposals, including the provision of additional
core professional staff, to strengthen the programmes
and activities of the Institute and to report to the Gen-
eral Assembly at its fifty-seventh session on the imple-
mentation of the present resolution.

Transnational crime

International convention

In 2001, UN efforts to combat transnational
crime focused on promoting the early entry into
force of the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime and its two sup-
plementary protocols: the Protocol to Prevent,
Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Es-
pecially Women and Children and the Protocol
against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea
and Air, all adopted in 2000 by General Assembly
resolution 55/25 [YUN 2000, p. 1048]. In May, a third
supplementary protocol, the Protocol against the
Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Fire-
arms, Their Parts and Components and Ammu-
nition, was adopted by the Assembly and opened
for signature (see p. 1036). As requested by the
Assembly in resolution 55/25, the Secretary-
General transmitted in September [A/56/380] the
report of the High-level Political Signing Confer-
ence for the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime and the Proto-
cols Thereto [YUN 2000, p. 1048].

To help facilitate the Convention’s ratification
and early entry into force, regional and sub-
regional meetings were convened in Hanoi, Viet
Nam (8-10 August), Tehran, Iran (3-4 October),
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso (28-30 November),
and Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago (20 No-
vember–1 December).

As at 31 December, the Convention had 140 sig-
natories and 6 parties; the Protocol on illegal traf-
ficking in persons had 101 signatories and 4 par-
ties; the Protocol against smuggling migrants had
97 signatories and 4 parties; and the Protocol on
the illicit manufacturing and trafficking in fire-
arms had 21 signatories. The Convention would
enter into force on the ninetieth day after the date
of deposit of the fortieth instrument of ratifica-
tion, acceptance, approval or accession. Each Pro-
tocol required the same number of parties for en-
try into force.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION

On 24 July [meeting 40], the Economic and Social
Council, on the recommendation of the Com-
mission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Jus-

tice [E/2001/30/Rev.1], adopted resolution 2001/10
without vote [agenda item 14 (c)].

Action against transnational organized crime:
assistance to States in capacity-building with

a view to facilitating the implementation of the
United Nations Convention against

Transnational Organized Crime and the
Protocols thereto

The Economic and Social Council
Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of

the following resolution:
[For text, see General Assembly resolution 56/120 below.]

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 88], the General As-
sembly, on the recommendation of the Third
Committee [A/56/574], adopted resolution 56/120
without vote [agenda item 110].

Action against transnational organized crime:
assistance to States in capacity-building with

a view to facilitating the implementation of the
United Nations Convention against

Transnational Organized Crime and the
Protocols thereto

The General Assembly,
Deeply concerned at the impact of transnational organ-

ized crime on the political, social and economic stabil-
ity and development of societies,

Bearing in mind that the fight against transnational
organized crime is a common and shared responsibility
of the international community, necessitating
cooperation at the bilateral and multilateral levels,

Reaffirming its support and commitment to the goals of
the United Nations in the field of crime prevention
and criminal justice, in particular the objectives set
forth in the Vienna Declaration on Crime and Justice:
Meeting the Challenges of the Twenty-first Century,

Recalling its resolution 55/25 of 15 November 2000,
in which it adopted the United Nations Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime and the Proto-
cols thereto and urged all States and regional economic
organizations to sign and ratify those international
legal instruments,

Noting with appreciation the initiative of those States
which have pledged financial contributions to the
United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Jus-
tice Fund in order to enable developing countries and
countries with economies in transition to initiate meas-
ures to implement the Convention and the Protocols
thereto,

1. Welcomes the signing of the United Nations Con-
vention against Transnational Organized Crime and
the Protocols thereto;

2. Expresses its appreciation for the offers of a number
of Governments to host regional conferences at the
ministerial level and for the financial contributions of a
number of States for the purpose of holding pre-
ratification seminars on facilitating the entry into force
of the Convention and the Protocols thereto and their
future implementation;

3. Encourages Member States to make adequate vol-
untary contributions to the United Nations Crime Pre-
vention and Criminal Justice Fund for the provision to
developing countries and countries with economies in
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transition of the technical assistance they may require
for implementation of the Convention and the Proto-
cols thereto, including assistance for the preparatory
measures needed for that implementation, taking into
account article 30 of the Convention;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the
Centre for International Crime Prevention of the Of-
fice for Drug Control and Crime Prevention of the
Secretariat with the resources necessary to enable it to
promote, in an effective manner, the entry into force
and implementation of the Convention and the
Protocols thereto, inter alia, through the provision of
assistance to developing countries and countries with
economies in transition for building capacity in the
areas covered by the Convention and the Protocols
thereto;

5. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit a
report on the implementation of the present resolution
to the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice at its eleventh session.

Protocol on illicit firearms
In March, the Ad Hoc Committee on the

Elaboration of a Convention against Trans-
national Organized Crime, at its twelfth session
(Vienna, 26 February–2 March) [A/55/383/Add.2,3],
finalized the text of the draft Protocol against the
Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Fire-
arms, Their Parts and Components and Ammu-
nition, and recommended it to the General As-
sembly for adoption. The draft Protocol was
supplementary to the Convention, which, to-
gether with two other supplementary protocols,
had been finalized by the Ad Hoc Committee at
its tenth and eleventh sessions in 2000 [YUN 2000,
p. 1048] and adopted by General Assembly resolu-
tion 55/25 [ibid.].

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 31 May [meeting 101], the General Assembly,
on the recommendation of the Ad Hoc Commit-
tee on the Elaboration of a Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime [A/55/383/Add.2],
adopted resolution 55/255 without vote [agenda
item 105].

Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and
Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and Components
and Ammunition, supplementing the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 53/111 of 9 December 1998,

in which it decided to establish an open-ended inter-
governmental ad hoc committee for the purpose of
elaborating a comprehensive international convention
against transnational organized crime and of discuss-
ing the elaboration, as appropriate, of international in-
struments addressing trafficking in women and chil-
dren, combating the illicit manufacturing of and
trafficking in firearms, their parts and components
and ammunition, and illegal trafficking in and trans-
porting of migrants, including by sea,

Recalling also its resolution 54/126 of 17 December
1999, in which it requested the Ad Hoc Committee on
the Elaboration of a Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime to continue its work, in accordance
with resolutions 53/111 and 53/114 of 9 December
1998, and to intensify that work in order to complete it
in 2000,

Recalling further its resolution 55/25 of 15 November
2000, by which it adopted the United Nations Conven-
tion against Transnational Organized Crime, the Pro-
tocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking
in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supple-
menting the United Nations Convention against Trans-
national Organized Crime, and the Protocol against
the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, sup-
plementing the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime,

Reaffirming the inherent right to individual or col-
lective self-defence recognized in Article 51 of the
Charter of the United Nations, which implies that
States also have the right to acquire arms with which
to defend themselves, as well as the right of self-
determination of all peoples, in particular peoples
under colonial or other forms of alien domination or
foreign occupation, and the importance of the effective
realization of that right,

1. Takes note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee
on the Elaboration of a Convention against Trans-
national Organized Crime on its twelfth session, and
commends the Ad Hoc Committee for its work;

2. Adopts the Protocol against the Illicit Manufac-
turing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and
Components and Ammunition, supplementing the
United Nations Convention against Transnational Or-
ganized Crime, annexed to the present resolution, and
opens it for signature at United Nations Headquarters
in New York;

3. Urges all States and regional economic organi-
zations to sign and ratify the United Nations Conven-
tion against Transnational Organized Crime and the
protocols thereto as soon as possible in order to ensure
the speedy entry into force of the Convention and the
protocols thereto.

ANNEX

Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and
Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and Components
and Ammunition, supplementing the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime

Preamble
The States Parties to this Protocol,
Aware of the urgent need to prevent, combat and

eradicate the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in
firearms, their parts and components and ammuni-
tion, owing to the harmful effects of those activities on
the security of each State, region and the world as a
whole, endangering the well-being of peoples, their
social and economic development and their right to live
in peace,

Convinced, therefore, of the necessity for all States to
take all appropriate measures to this end, including in-
ternational cooperation and other measures at the re-
gional and global levels,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 53/111 of
9 December 1998, in which the Assembly decided to es-
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tablish an open-ended intergovernmental ad hoc com-
mittee for the purpose of elaborating a comprehensive
international convention against transnational organ-
ized crime and of discussing the elaboration of, inter
alia, an international instrument combating the illicit
manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, their
parts and components and ammunition,

Bearing in mind the principle of equal rights and
self-determination of peoples, as enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration on
Principles of International Law concerning Friendly
Relations and Cooperation among States in accordance
with the Charter of the United Nations,

Convinced that supplementing the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime
with an international instrument against the illicit
manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, their
parts and components and ammunition will be useful
in preventing and combating those crimes,

Have agreed as follows:

I. General provisions

Article 1
Relation with the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime

1. This Protocol supplements the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. It
shall be interpreted together with the Convention.

2. The provisions of the Convention shall apply,
mutatis mutandis, to this Protocol unless otherwise
provided herein.

3. The offences established in accordance with arti-
cle 5 of this Protocol shall be regarded as offences es-
tablished in accordance with the Convention.

Article 2
Statement of purpose

The purpose of this Protocol is to promote, facilitate
and strengthen cooperation among States Parties in or-
der to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit manu-
facturing of and trafficking in firearms, their parts and
components and ammunition.

Article 3
Use of terms

For the purposes of this Protocol:
(a) “Firearm” shall mean any portable barrelled

weapon that expels, is designed to expel or may be read-
ily converted to expel a shot, bullet or projectile by the
action of an explosive, excluding antique firearms or
their replicas. Antique firearms and their replicas shall
be defined in accordance with domestic law. In no case,
however, shall antique firearms include firearms
manufactured after 1899;

(b) “Parts and components” shall mean any element
or replacement element specifically designed for a fire-
arm and essential to its operation, including a barrel,
frame or receiver, slide or cylinder, bolt or breech
block, and any device designed or adapted to diminish
the sound caused by firing a firearm;

(c) “Ammunition” shall mean the complete round
or its components, including cartridge cases, primers,
propellant powder, bullets or projectiles, that are used
in a firearm, provided that those components are them-
selves subject to authorization in the respective State
Party;

(d) “Illicit manufacturing” shall mean the manufac-
turing or assembly of firearms, their parts and compo-
nents or ammunition:
(i) From parts and components illicitly trafficked;

(ii) Without a licence or authorization from a compe-
tent authority of the State Party where the
manufacture or assembly takes place; or

(iii) Without marking the firearms at the time of
manufacture, in accordance with article 8 of this
Protocol;

Licensing or authorization of the manufacture of parts
and components shall be in accordance with domestic
law;

(e) “Illicit trafficking” shall mean the import, ex-
port, acquisition, sale, delivery, movement or transfer
of firearms, their parts and components and ammuni-
tion from or across the territory of one State Party to
that of another State Party if any one of the States Par-
ties concerned does not authorize it in accordance with
the terms of this Protocol or if the firearms are not
marked in accordance with article 8 of this Protocol;

(f) “Tracing” shall mean the systematic tracking of
firearms and, where possible, their parts and compo-
nents and ammunition from manufacturer to pur-
chaser for the purpose of assisting the competent
authorities of States Parties in detecting, investigating
and analysing illicit manufacturing and illicit traffick-
ing.

Article 4
Scope of application

1. This Protocol shall apply, except as otherwise
stated herein, to the prevention of illicit manufacturing
of and trafficking in firearms, their parts and compo-
nents and ammunition and to the investigation and
prosecution of offences established in accordance with
article 5 of this Protocol where those offences are trans-
national in nature and involve an organized criminal
group.

2. This Protocol shall not apply to state-to-state
transactions or to state transfers in cases where the ap-
plication of the Protocol would prejudice the right of a
State Party to take action in the interest of national
security consistent with the Charter of the United
Nations.

Article 5
Criminalization

1. Each State Party shall adopt such legislative and
other measures as may be necessary to establish as
criminal offences the following conduct, when com-
mitted intentionally:

(a) Illicit manufacturing of firearms, their parts
and components and ammunition;

(b) Illicit trafficking in firearms, their parts and
components and ammunition;

(c) Falsifying or illicitly obliterating, removing or
altering the marking(s) on firearms required by article
8 of this Protocol.

2. Each State Party shall also adopt such legislative
and other measures as may be necessary to establish as
criminal offences the following conduct:

(a) Subject to the basic concepts of its legal system,
attempting to commit or participating as an accomplice
in an offence established in accordance with paragraph
1 of this article; and
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(b) Organizing, directing, aiding, abetting, facilitat-
ing or counselling the commission of an offence estab-
lished in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article.

Article 6
Confiscation, seizure and disposal

1. Without prejudice to article 12 of the Conven-
tion, States Parties shall adopt, to the greatest extent
possible within their domestic legal systems, such
measures as may be necessary to enable confiscation of
firearms, their parts and components and ammunition
that have been illicitly manufactured or trafficked.

2. States Parties shall adopt, within their domestic
legal systems, such measures as may be necessary to
prevent illicitly manufactured and trafficked firearms,
parts and components and ammunition from falling
into the hands of unauthorized persons by seizing and
destroying such firearms, their parts and components
and ammunition unless other disposal has been offi-
cially authorized, provided that the firearms have been
marked and the methods of disposal of those firearms
and ammunition have been recorded.

II. Prevention

Article 7
Record-keeping

Each State Party shall ensure the maintenance, for
not less than ten years, of information in relation to
firearms and, where appropriate and feasible, their
parts and components and ammunition that is neces-
sary to trace and identify those firearms and, where ap-
propriate and feasible, their parts and components and
ammunition which are illicitly manufactured or traf-
ficked and to prevent and detect such activities. Such
information shall include:

(a) The appropriate markings required by article 8
of this Protocol;

(b) In cases involving international transactions in
firearms, their parts and components and ammuni-
tion, the issuance and expiration dates of the appropri-
ate licences or authorizations, the country of export,
the country of import, the transit countries, where ap-
propriate, and the final recipient and the description
and quantity of the articles.

Article 8
Marking of firearms

1. For the purpose of identifying and tracing each
firearm, States Parties shall:

(a) At the time of manufacture of each firearm,
either require unique marking providing the name of
the manufacturer, the country or place of manufacture
and the serial number, or maintain any alternative
unique user-friendly marking with simple geometric
symbols in combination with a numeric and/or alpha-
numeric code, permitting ready identification by all
States of the country of manufacture;

(b) Require appropriate simple marking on each
imported firearm, permitting identification of the
country of import and, where possible, the year of im-
port and enabling the competent authorities of that
country to trace the firearm, and a unique marking, if
the firearm does not bear such a marking. The require-
ments of this subparagraph need not be applied to tem-
porary imports of firearms for verifiable lawful pur-
poses;

(c) Ensure, at the time of transfer of a firearm from
government stocks to permanent civilian use, the ap-
propriate unique marking permitting identification by
all States Parties of the transferring country.

2. States Parties shall encourage the firearms manu-
facturing industry to develop measures against the
removal or alteration of markings.

Article 9
Deactivation of firearms

A State Party that does not recognize a deactivated
firearm as a firearm in accordance with its domestic
law shall take the necessary measures, including the
establishment of specific offences if appropriate, to
prevent the illicit reactivation of deactivated firearms,
consistent with the following general principles of
deactivation:

(a) All essential parts of a deactivated firearm are to
be rendered permanently inoperable and incapable of
removal, replacement or modification in a manner that
would permit the firearm to be reactivated in any way;

(b) Arrangements are to be made for deactivation
measures to be verified, where appropriate, by a com-
petent authority to ensure that the modifications made
to a firearm render it permanently inoperable;

(c) Verification by a competent authority is to in-
clude a certificate or record attesting to the deactiva-
tion of the firearm or a clearly visible mark to that
effect stamped on the firearm.

Article 10
General requirements for export, import and transit
licensing or authorization systems

1. Each State Party shall establish or maintain an
effective system of export and import licensing or
authorization, as well as of measures on international
transit, for the transfer of firearms, their parts and
components and ammunition.

2. Before issuing export licences or authorizations
for shipments of firearms, their parts and components
and ammunition, each State Party shall verify:

(a) That the importing States have issued import
licences or authorizations; and

(b) That, without prejudice to bilateral or multilat-
eral agreements or arrangements favouring landlocked
States, the transit States have, at a minimum, given no-
tice in writing, prior to shipment, that they have no ob-
jection to the transit.

3. The export and import licence or authorization
and accompanying documentation together shall con-
tain information that, at a minimum, shall include the
place and the date of issuance, the date of expiration,
the country of export, the country of import, the final
recipient, a description and the quantity of the fire-
arms, their parts and components and ammunition
and, whenever there is transit, the countries of transit.
The information contained in the import licence must
be provided in advance to the transit States.

4. The importing State Party shall, upon request,
inform the exporting State Party of the receipt of the
dispatched shipment of firearms, their parts and com-
ponents or ammunition.

5. Each State Party shall, within available means,
take such measures as may be necessary to ensure that
licensing or authorization procedures are secure and
that the authenticity of licensing or authorization
documents can be verified or validated.
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6. States Parties may adopt simplified procedures
for the temporary import and export and the transit of
firearms, their parts and components and ammunition
for verifiable lawful purposes such as hunting, sport
shooting, evaluation, exhibitions or repairs.

Article 11
Security and preventive measures

In an effort to detect, prevent and eliminate the
theft, loss or diversion of, as well as the illicit manufac-
turing of and trafficking in, firearms, their parts and
components and ammunition, each State Party shall
take appropriate measures:

(a) To require the security of firearms, their parts
and components and ammunition at the time of manu-
facture, import, export and transit through its terri-
tory; and

(b) To increase the effectiveness of import, export
and transit controls, including, where appropriate,
border controls, and of police and customs transborder
cooperation.

Article 12
Information

1. Without prejudice to articles 27 and 28 of the
Convention, States Parties shall exchange among them-
selves, consistent with their respective domestic legal
and administrative systems, relevant case-specific in-
formation on matters such as authorized producers,
dealers, importers, exporters and, whenever possible,
carriers of firearms, their parts and components and
ammunition.

2. Without prejudice to articles 27 and 28 of the
Convention, States Parties shall exchange among them-
selves, consistent with their respective domestic legal
and administrative systems, relevant information on
matters such as:

(a) Organized criminal groups known to take part
or suspected of taking part in the illicit manufacturing
of or trafficking in firearms, their parts and compo-
nents and ammunition;

(b) The means of concealment used in the illicit
manufacturing of or trafficking in firearms, their parts
and components and ammunition and ways of detect-
ing them;

(c) Methodsandmeans,pointsofdispatchanddesti-
nation and routes customarily used by organized crimi-
nal groups engaged in illicit trafficking in firearms,
their parts and components and ammunition; and

(d) Legislative experiences and practices and meas-
ures to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit manu-
facturing of and trafficking in firearms, their parts and
components and ammunition.

3. States Parties shall provide to or share with each
other, as appropriate, relevant scientific and techno-
logical information useful to law enforcement authori-
ties in order to enhance each other’s abilities to pre-
vent, detect and investigate the illicit manufacturing of
and trafficking in firearms, their parts and compo-
nents and ammunition and to prosecute the persons in-
volved in those illicit activities.

4. States Parties shall cooperate in the tracing of
firearms, their parts and components and ammunition
that may have been illicitly manufactured or trafficked.
Such cooperation shall include the provision of prompt
responses to requests for assistance in tracing such fire-

arms, their parts and components and ammunition,
within available means.

5. Subject to the basic concepts of its legal system or
any international agreements, each State Party shall
guarantee the confidentiality of and comply with any
restrictions on the use of information that it receives
from another State Party pursuant to this article, in-
cluding proprietary information pertaining to com-
mercial transactions, if requested to do so by the State
Party providing the information. If such confidential-
ity cannot be maintained, the State Party that provided
the information shall be notified prior to its disclosure.

Article 13
Cooperation

1. States Parties shall cooperate at the bilateral, re-
gional and international levels to prevent, combat and
eradicate the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in
firearms, theirpartsandcomponentsandammunition.

2. Without prejudice to article 18, paragraph 13, of
the Convention, each State Party shall identify a na-
tional body or a single point of contact to act as liaison
between it and other States Parties on matters relating
to this Protocol.

3. States Parties shall seek the support and
cooperation of manufacturers, dealers, importers, ex-
porters, brokers and commercial carriers of firearms,
their parts and components and ammunition to pre-
vent and detect the illicit activities referred to in para-
graph 1 of this article.

Article 14
Training and technical assistance

States Parties shall cooperate with each other and
with relevant international organizations, as appropri-
ate, so that States Parties may receive, upon request, the
training and technical assistance necessary to enhance
their ability to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit
manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, their parts
and components and ammunition, including technical,
financialandmaterialassistanceinthosematters identi-
fied in articles 29 and 30 of the Convention.

Article 15
Brokers and brokering

1. With a view to preventing and combating illicit
manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, their
parts and components and ammunition, States Parties
that have not yet done so shall consider establishing a
system for regulating the activities of those who engage
in brokering. Such a system could include one or more
measures such as:

(a) Requiring registration of brokers operating
within their territory;

(b) Requiring licensing or authorization of broker-
ing; or

(c) Requiring disclosure on import and export li-
cences or authorizations, or accompanying documents,
of the names and locations of brokers involved in the
transaction.

2. States Parties that have established a system of
authorization regarding brokering as set forth in para-
graph 1 of this article are encouraged to include infor-
mation on brokers and brokering in their exchanges of
information under article 12 of this Protocol and to re-
tain records regarding brokers and brokering in ac-
cordance with article 7 of this Protocol.
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III. Final provisions

Article 16
Settlement of disputes

l. States Parties shall endeavour to settle disputes
concerning the interpretation or application of this
Protocol through negotiation.

2. Any dispute between two or more States Parties
concerningthe interpretationorapplicationof thisPro-
tocol that cannot be settled through negotiation within
a reasonable time shall, at the request of one of those
StatesParties,besubmittedtoarbitration.If, sixmonths
after the date of the request for arbitration, those States
Parties are unable to agree on the organization of the
arbitration, any one of those States Parties may refer the
dispute to the International Court of Justice by request
in accordance with the Statute of the Court.

3. Each State Party may, at the time of signature,
ratification, acceptance or approval of or accession to
this Protocol, declare that it does not consider itself
bound by paragraph 2 of this article. The other States
Parties shall not be bound by paragraph 2 of this article
with respect to any State Party that has made such a res-
ervation.

4. Any State Party that has made a reservation in
accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may at any
time withdraw that reservation by notification to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 17
Signature, ratification, acceptance, approval and accession

1. This Protocol shall be open to all States for signa-
ture at United Nations Headquarters in New York
from the thirtieth day after its adoption by the General
Assembly until 12 December 2002.

2. This Protocol shall also be open for signature by
regional economic integration organizations provided
that at least one member State of such organization has
signed this Protocol in accordance with paragraph 1 of
this article.

3. This Protocol is subject to ratification, accept-
ance or approval. Instruments of ratification, accept-
ance or approval shall be deposited with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations. A regional economic
integration organization may deposit its instrument of
ratification, acceptance or approval if at least one of its
member States has done likewise. In that instrument of
ratification, acceptance or approval, such organization
shall declare the extent of its competence with respect
to the matters governed by this Protocol. Such organi-
zation shall also inform the depositary of any relevant
modification in the extent of its competence.

4. This Protocol is open for accession by any State or
any regional economic integration organization of
which at least one member State is a Party to this Proto-
col. Instruments of accession shall be deposited with
the Secretary-General of the United Nations. At the
time of its accession, a regional economic integration
organization shall declare the extent of its competence
with respect to matters governed by this Protocol. Such
organization shall also inform the depositary of any
relevant modification in the extent of its competence.

Article 18
Entry into force

1. This Protocol shall enter into force on the nine-
tieth day after the date of deposit of the fortieth instru-
ment of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession,

except that it shall not enter into force before the entry
into force of the Convention. For the purpose of this
paragraph, any instrument deposited by a regional eco-
nomic integration organization shall not be counted as
additional to those deposited by member States of such
organization.

2. For each State or regional economic integration
organization ratifying, accepting, approving or acced-
ing to this Protocol after the deposit of the fortieth in-
strument of such action, this Protocol shall enter into
force on the thirtieth day after the date of deposit by
such State or organization of the relevant instrument
or on the date this Protocol enters into force pursuant
to paragraph 1 of this article, whichever is the later.

Article 19
Amendment

1. After the expiry of five years from the entry into
force of this Protocol, a State Party to the Protocol may
propose an amendment and file it with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, who shall thereupon
communicate the proposed amendment to the States
Parties and to the Conference of the Parties to the Con-
vention for the purpose of considering and deciding on
theproposal. The StatesParties to thisProtocol meeting
at the Conference of the Parties shall make every effort
to achieve consensus on each amendment. If all efforts
at consensus have been exhausted and no agreement
has been reached, the amendment shall, as a last resort,
require for its adoption a two-thirds majority vote of the
States Parties to this Protocol present and voting at the
meeting of the Conference of the Parties.

2. Regional economic integration organizations, in
matters within their competence, shall exercise their
right to vote under this article with a number of votes
equal to the number of their member States that are
Parties to this Protocol. Such organizations shall not ex-
ercise their right to vote if their member States exercise
theirs and vice versa.

3. An amendment adopted in accordance with
paragraph 1 of this article is subject to ratification,
acceptance or approval by States Parties.

4. An amendment adopted in accordance with
paragraph 1 of this article shall enter into force in
respect of a State Party ninety days after the date of the
deposit with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations of an instrument of ratification, acceptance or
approval of such amendment.

5. When an amendment enters into force, it shall be
binding on those States Parties which have expressed
their consent to be bound by it. Other States Parties
shall still be bound by the provisions of this Protocol
and any earlier amendments that they have ratified,
accepted or approved.

Article 20
Denunciation

1. A State Party may denounce this Protocol by writ-
ten notification to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations. Such denunciation shall become effective one
year after the date of receipt of the notification by the
Secretary-General.

2. A regional economic integration organization
shall cease to be a Party to this Protocol when all of its
member States have denounced it.
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Article 21
Depositary and languages

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations is
designated depositary of this Protocol.

2. The original of this Protocol, of which the Ara-
bic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish
texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned plenipoten-
tiaries, being duly authorized thereto by their respect-
ive Governments, have signed this Protocol.

Strategies for crime prevention

Corruption

In 2001, the United Nations commenced
elaboration of an international convention against
corruption and continued activities to prevent
corrupt practices, including the illegal transfer
of funds and the criminal misuse of information
technologies. In May, the Commission on Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice discussed pro-
gress made in global action against corruption as
the theme of its tenth session [E/2001/30/Rev.1].

Communications. Communications transmitted
to the Secretary-General on corruption issues in-
cluded: from the Netherlands, the Final Declara-
tion of the Global Forum on Fighting Corruption
and Safeguarding Integrity II (The Hague, 28-31
May) [A/56/493]; from the Republic of Korea, the
summary of the Seoul Anti-Corruption Sympo-
sium (30-31 August) [A/C.3/56/6]; and from the
United Arab Emirates, a description of a newly
approved law on money-laundering [A/56/468].

International instrument against corruption
In response to General Assembly resolution

55/61 [YUN 2000, p. 1072], the Secretary-General
submitted to the Commission on Crime Preven-
tion and Criminal Justice an April report
[E/CN.15/2001/3 & Corr.1], in which he analysed all
relevant international instruments, other docu-
ments and recommendations addressing corrup-
tion, to serve as the basis for recommendations on
the development of a legal instrument against
corruption. The Secretary-General observed that
all existing legal instruments against corruption,
with the exception of the Convention on Combat-
ing Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in Inter-
national Business Transactions, negotiated
under the auspices of the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development, were re-
gional rather than international in scope. He
concluded that the mandate given by the Assem-
bly in resolutions 55/61 and 55/188 [YUN 2000,
p. 1073] represented a unique opportunity to de-
velop a global legal instrument against corrup-
tion that fully addressed the concerns of the in-

ternational community as a whole and could in-
clude provisions and mechanisms applicable at
the global level.

Intergovernmental Expert Group. The Inter-
governmental Open-Ended Expert Group to
Prepare Draft Terms of Reference for the Nego-
tiation of an International Legal Instrument
against Corruption, established in accordance
with Assembly resolution 55/61, held its first
meeting in Vienna from 30 July to 3 August
[A/AC.260/2 & Corr.1]. In accordance with Assem-
bly resolution 55/188, the Expert Group also ex-
amined the question of illegally transferred
funds and their repatriation to the countries of
origin. Having considered the Expert Group’s re-
port at its resumed tenth session in September,
the Commission approved it and the draft resolu-
tion contained therein. The Commission de-
cided to transmit the report, through the Eco-
nomic and Social Council, to the Assembly for
consideration and adoption. By a September
note [A/56/402-E/2001/105], the Secretariat trans-
mitted the report to the Council and the Assem-
bly. The Council took action in December (below)
and the Assembly was expected to take action in
2002.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION

On 20 December [meeting 46], the Economic
and Social Council, on the recommendation of
the Commission on Crime Prevention and Crimi-
nal Justice [E/2001/30/Rev.1], adopted resolution
2001/46 without vote [agenda item 14 (c)].

Terms of reference for the negotiation of an
international legal instrument against corruption
The Economic and Social Council
Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of

the following draft resolution:
“The General Assembly,
“Concerned at the seriousness of the problems posed

by corruption, which may endanger the stability and
security of societies, undermine the values of democ-
racy and morality and jeopardize social, economic and
political development,

“Recalling its resolution 51/59 of 12 December 1996,
by which it adopted the International Code of Conduct
for Public Officials and recommended the Code to
Member States as a tool to guide their efforts against
corruption,

“Recalling also its resolution 51/191 of 12 December
1996, by which it adopted the United Nations Declara-
tion against Corruption and Bribery in International
Commercial Transactions,

“Recalling further its resolution 55/61 of 4 December
2000, in which it established an ad hoc committee for
the negotiation of an effective international legal in-
strument against corruption, and requested the
Secretary-General to convene an intergovernmental
open-ended expert group to examine and prepare
draft terms of reference for the negotiation of such an
instrument,
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“Recalling its resolution 55/188 of 20 December
2000, in which it invited the Intergovernmental Open-
Ended Expert Group to Prepare Draft Terms of Refer-
ence for the Negotiation of an International Legal In-
strument against Corruption, convened pursuant to
resolution 55/61, to examine the question of illegally
transferred funds and the return of such funds to the
country of origin,

“Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolu-
tion 2001/13 of 24 July 2001, entitled “Strengthening
international cooperation in preventing and combat-
ing the transfer of funds of illicit origin, derived from
acts of corruption, including the laundering of funds,
and in returning such funds”,

“Reiterating the need to prepare a broad and effective
international legal instrument against corruption,

“Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General
on existing international legal instruments, recom-
mendations and other documents addressing corrup-
tion, submitted to the Commission on Crime Preven-
tion and Criminal Justice at its tenth session and before
the meeting of the Intergovernmental Open-Ended
Expert Group,

“1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the In-
tergovernmental Open-Ended Expert Group to Pre-
pare Draft Terms of Reference for the Negotiation of
an International Legal Instrument against Corrup-
tion, which met in Vienna from 30 July to 3 August
2001, as endorsed by the Commission on Crime Preven-
tion and Criminal Justice at its resumed tenth session
and by the Economic and Social Council;

“2. Decides that the Ad Hoc Committee for the Ne-
gotiation of a Convention against Corruption, estab-
lished pursuant to General Assembly resolution 55/61,
shall negotiate a broad and effective convention, which,
subject to the final determination of its title, shall be re-
ferred to as the “United Nations Convention against
Corruption”;

“3. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee, in developing
the draft convention, to adopt a comprehensive and
multidisciplinary approach and to consider, inter alia,
the following indicative elements: definitions; scope;
protection of sovereignty; preventive measures; crimi-
nalization; sanctions and remedies; confiscation and
seizure; jurisdiction; liability of legal persons; protec-
tion of witnesses and victims; promoting and strength-
ening international cooperation; preventing and com-
bating the transfer of funds of illicit origin derived
from acts of corruption, including the laundering of
funds, and returning such funds; technical assistance;
collection, exchange and analysis of information; and
mechanisms for monitoring implementation;

“4. Invites the Ad Hoc Committee to draw on the
report of the Intergovernmental Open-Ended Expert
Group, the report of the Secretary-General, and the
relevant parts of the report of the Commission on
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice on its tenth ses-
sion, as well as in particular on paragraph 1 of Eco-
nomic and Social Council resolution 2001/13, as re-
source materials in the accomplishment of its tasks;

“5. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to take into con-
sideration existing international legal instruments
against corruption and, whenever relevant, the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime;

“6. Decides that the Ad Hoc Committee shall be con-
vened in Vienna in 2002 and 2003, as required, and
shall hold no fewer than three sessions of two weeks
each per year, within the overall approved appropria-
tions of the programme budget for the biennium
2002-2003, according to a schedule to be drawn up by
its bureau, and requests the Committee to complete its
work by the end of 2003;

“7. Also decides that the bureau of the Ad Hoc Com-
mittee shall be elected by the Committee itself and
shall consist of two representatives from each of the five
regional groups;

“8. Invites donor countries to assist the United
Nations in ensuring the full and effective participation
of developing countries, in particular least developed
countries, in the work of the Ad Hoc Committee, in-
cluding by covering travel and local expenses;

“9. Urges States to be fully involved in the negotia-
tion of the convention and to endeavour to ensure con-
tinuity in their representation;

“10. Invites the Ad Hoc Committee to take into con-
sideration the contributions of non-governmental or-
ganizations and civil society, in accordance with United
Nations rules and following the practice established by
the Ad Hoc Committee on the Elaboration of a Con-
vention against Transnational Organized Crime;

“11. Accepts with gratitude the offer of the Govern-
ment of Argentina to host an informal preparatory
meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee prior to its first ses-
sion;

“12. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to submit pro-
gress reports on its work to the Commission on Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice at its eleventh and
twelfth sessions, in 2002 and 2003, respectively;

“13. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the
Ad Hoc Committee with the necessary facilities and re-
sources to support its work.”

Corrupt practices and
illegal transfer of funds

In May, the Commission on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice considered asset recovery as
a sub-theme of its discussion on global action
against corruption [E/2001/30/Rev.1]. Discussions
highlighted the fact that strengthened interna-
tional cooperation in asset recovery deserved ur-
gent attention and that the issue could be ad-
dressed most effectively by an international legal
instrument to provide a common basis for shar-
ing information, conducting investigations, trac-
ing assets, overcoming bank secrecy, confiscating
and returning funds and extraditing offenders.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION

On 24 July [meeting 40], the Economic and So-
cial Council, on the recommendation of the Com-
mission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Jus-
tice [E/2001/30/Rev.1], adopted resolution 2001/13
without vote [agenda item 14 (c)].
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Strengthening international cooperation in
preventing and combating the transfer of funds
of illicit origin, derived from acts of corruption,

including the laundering of funds,
and in returning such funds

The Economic and Social Council,
Recalling General Assembly resolutions 51/191 of 16

December 1996 on the United Nations Declaration
against Corruption and Bribery in International Com-
mercial Transactions, 53/176 of 15 December 1998 on
action against corruption and bribery in international
commercial transactions, 54/205 of 22 December 1999
on the prevention of corrupt practices and illegal trans-
fer of funds, 55/25 of 15 November 2000 on the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime, 55/61 of 4 December 2000 on an effective inter-
national legal instrument against corruption and
55/188 of 20 December 2000 on preventing and com-
bating corrupt practices and illegal transfer of funds
and repatriation of such funds to the countries of ori-
gin,

Concerned about the seriousness of problems posed
by corruption, which may endanger the stability and
security of societies, undermine the values of democ-
racy and morality and jeopardize social, economic and
political development,

Concerned also that funds of illicit origin derived
from acts of corruption include public funds, whose di-
version may seriously threaten economic and political
progress, in particular in developing countries,

Alarmed at the fact that such funds are often being
transferred from their countries of origin to interna-
tional banking centres and financial havens,

Recognizing that the authorities of those countries
wishing to recover funds of illicit origin, including
funds obtained through acts of corruption and finan-
cial fraud, have a legitimate wish to obtain information
on the whereabouts of those funds and that confidenti-
ality, the right to privacy and bank secrecy cannot guar-
antee impunity,

Recognizing also the importance of strengthening in-
ternational cooperation in combating the transfer of
funds of illicit origin and in returning such funds,

Viewing with deep concern the increasing link be-
tween money-laundering and corruption, making it es-
sential to promote national and international efforts in
areas such as preventing and combating the transfer of
funds of illicit origin and returning such funds,

1. Requests the intergovernmental open-ended ex-
pert group referred to in General Assembly resolution
55/61 to consider, within the context of its mandates,
the following issues, inter alia, as possible items of work
to be included in the draft terms of reference for the
negotiation of a future legal instrument against cor-
ruption:

(a) Strengthening international cooperation in pre-
venting and combating the transfer of funds of illicit
origin, including the laundering of funds derived from
acts of corruption, and promoting ways and means of
enabling the return of such funds;

(b) Developing the measures necessary to ensure
that those working in banking systems and other finan-
cial institutions contribute to the prevention of the
transfer of funds of illicit origin derived from acts of
corruption, for example, by recording transactions in a

transparent manner, and to facilitate the return of
those funds;

(c) Defining funds derived from acts of corruption
as proceeds of crime and establishing that an act of cor-
ruption may be a predicate offence in relation to
money-laundering;

(d) Establishing criteria for the determination of
countries to which funds, referred to above, should be
returned and the appropriate procedures for such re-
turn;

2. Requests the Office for Drug Control and Crime
Prevention of the Secretariat to support Governments
that request technical assistance in combating the
transfer of funds of illicit origin and in returning such
funds, including by providing the names of experts to
assist such Governments;

3. Urges Governments, through voluntary contribu-
tions, and invites multilateral financial institutions and
regional development banks, as appropriate, to sup-
port the Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention
in its efforts to assist Governments that request techni-
cal cooperation in combating the transfer of funds of il-
licit origin and in returning such funds, including by
providing the names of the experts available to assist
the Office;

4. Requests the Secretary-General, further to his
analytical report on progress made in the implementa-
tion of resolution 55/188, to prepare, within existing
resources or drawing upon through extrabudgetary
contributions, for the ad hoc committee referred to in
resolution 55/61, a global study on the transfer of
funds of illicit origin, especially funds derived from
acts of corruption, and its impact on economic, social
and political progress, in particular in developing
countries, and to include in his study innovative ideas
regarding appropriate ways and means of enabling the
States concerned to obtain access to information on the
whereabouts of funds belonging to them and to re-
cover such funds.

Report of the Secretary-General. In response
to General Assembly resolution 55/188 [YUN 2000,
p. 1073], the Secretary-General submitted a Sep-
tember report [A/56/403 & Add.1], prepared by
CICP, on the prevention of corrupt practices and
illegal transfer of funds. The report summarized
information received from 29 States and two UN
organizations on measures taken to prevent and
combat the transfer of funds of illicit origin and
on the issue of returning such funds. It also re-
viewed the outcomes of the tenth session of the
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice (see p. 1021) and the first meeting of
the Intergovernmental Open-Ended Expert
Group to Prepare Draft Terms of Reference for
the Negotiation of an International Legal Instru-
ment against Corruption (see p. 1041). The re-
port, which included input from the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development,
went on to describe the main problems involved
in preventing and combating the transfer of
funds of illicit origin and returning them, as well
as the technical assistance activities of the UN Of-
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fice for Drug Control and Crime Prevention in
that regard.

The Secretary-General concluded that the di-
mensions of the problem demanded joint and
conclusive action by the international commu-
nity. An area where the UN system could assist
Member States was in capacity-building for case
management; such a programme could provide
support to requesting States for specific multina-
tional cases. The system could also assist individ-
ual countries to coordinate efforts and assemble
cases at the national level before other countries
became involved. Other recommendations con-
cerned the creation of a civil recovery vehicle, the
use of “mentors” in asset-recovery cases, the
funding of assistance in asset-recovery cases
and the possible long-term role of the United
Nations.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 21 December [meeting 90], the General As-
sembly, on the recommendation of the Second
(Economic and Financial) Committee [A/56/559],
adopted resolution 56/186 without vote [agenda
item 96 (a)].

Preventing and combating corrupt practices and
transfer of funds of illicit origin and returning

such funds to the countries of origin
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 54/205 of 22 December 1999

on the prevention of corrupt practices and illegal trans-
fer of funds, 55/61 of 4 December 2000 on an effective
international legal instrument against corruption and
55/188 of 20 December 2000 on preventing and com-
bating corrupt practices and illegal transfer of funds
and repatriation of such funds to the countries of ori-
gin, as well as the report of the meeting of the Intergov-
ernmental Open-Ended Expert Group to Prepare
Draft Terms of Reference for the Negotiation of an In-
ternational Legal Instrument against Corruption,
which will be considered by the Economic and Social
Council at its next session,

Concerned about the seriousness of problems posed
by corrupt practices and transfer of funds of illicit ori-
gin, which may endanger the stability and security of
societies, undermine the values of democracy and mo-
rality and jeopardize social, economic and political
development,

Recognizing the need to create an enabling envi-
ronment for business at the national and international
levels in order to promote economic growth and sus-
tainable development, taking into account the develop-
ment priorities of Governments,

Recognizing also the responsibilities of Governments
to adopt policies at the national and international levels
aimed at preventing and combating corrupt practices
and transfer of funds of illicit origin and returning
such funds to the countries of origin,

Mindful of the catalytic role of the United Nations
system in facilitating the constructive participation and
orderly interaction of the private sector in the develop-
ment process by embracing universal principles and

norms, such as honesty, transparency and accounta-
bility,

Underlining the fact that preventing and combating
corrupt practices and transfer of funds of illicit origin
and returning such funds is an important element in
mobilizing resources for development,

Recognizing the importance of international co-
operation and existing international and national laws
for combating corruption in international commercial
transactions,

Noting that the International Conference on Financ-
ing for Development will be held at Monterrey, Mexico,
from 18 to 22 March 2002,

Stressing the need to prevent and combat corrupt
practices and the transfer of funds of illicit origin and
to return such funds so as to enable countries to design
and fund development projects, in accordance with
their national priorities,

Noting that such corrupt practices include State
funds being illegally acquired, transferred and in-
vested abroad,

Noting also that the problem of corrupt practices and
the transfer of funds of illicit origin, as well as the need
to prevent the transfer of such funds, and to return
them, have social, economic and legal implications
that require comprehensive, holistic examination at
the national and international levels,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
on the prevention of corrupt practices and illegal trans-
fer of funds;

2. Reiterates its condemnation of corruption, bribery,
money-laundering and the transfer of funds of illicit
origin, and stresses its belief that those practices need
to be prevented and that funds of illicit origin trans-
ferred abroad need to be returned after request and
due process;

3. Calls, while recognizing the importance of
national measures, for increased international co-
operation, inter alia, through the United Nations sys-
tem, in support of efforts by Governments to prevent
and address the transfer of funds of illicit origin as well
as to return such funds to the countries of origin;

4. Requests the international community to support
the efforts of all countries to strengthen institutional
capacity and regulatory frameworks for preventing
corruption, bribery, money-laundering and the trans-
fer of funds of illicit origin, as well as for returning
such funds to the countries of origin;

5. Invites the Economic and Social Council to final-
ize its consideration of the draft terms of reference for
the negotiation of a United Nations convention against
corruption, by which an ad hoc committee would be
requested to consider, inter alia, the elements of pre-
vention and combating the transfer of funds of illicit
origin derived from acts of corruption, including
the laundering and returning of such funds, expedi-
tiously;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its fifty-seventh session a report
on the implementation of the present resolution, and
also requests the Secretary-General, upon the comple-
tion of the work of the ad hoc committee referred to
above, to submit recommendations on options for fur-
ther consideration by the Assembly regarding this
question;
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7. Decides to keep the matter under review and to in-
clude in the provisional agenda of its fifty-seventh ses-
sion a sub-item entitled “Preventing and combating
corrupt practices and transfer of funds of illicit origin
and returning such funds to the countries of origin”
under the item entitled “Sectoral policy questions”.

Criminal misuse of information technologies

In response to Economic and Social Council
resolution 1999/23 [YUN 1999, p. 1054], the
Secretary-General submitted to the Commission
on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice a
March report containing the conclusions of a
study on effective measures to prevent and con-
trol high-technology and computer-related crime
[E/CN.15/2001/4]. The report provided a prelimi-
nary examination of the problems, including
crimes committed against the technologies and
their users; conventional crimes committed using
computer or communications technologies; and
the use of technologies to support criminal
organizations and activities. It also described the
activities of relevant international and intergov-
ernmental organizations, particularly the Coun-
cil of Europe, in relation to the prevention and
control of computer-related crime.

The Secretary-General proposed that a more
detailed study of the problem be presented to the
Commission at its eleventh (2002) session and
recommended that the Commission consider a
series of options for further action, such as the
possible drafting of an international instrument
against computer-related crime, and options for
a shorter-term strategy, including the establish-
ment of a United Nations global programme
against high-technology and computer-related
crime.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 88], the General As-
sembly, on the recommendation of the Third
Committee [A/56/574], adopted resolution 56/121
without vote [agenda item 110].

Combating the criminal misuse of
information technologies

The General Assembly,
Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declara-

tion, in which Member States resolved to ensure that
the benefits of new technologies, especially informa-
tion and communications technologies, in conformity
with the recommendations contained in the ministerial
declaration of the high-level segment of the substantive
session of 2000 of the Economic and Social Council,
are available to all, and its resolution 55/63 of 4 Decem-
ber 2000, in which it invited Member States to take into
account measures to combat the criminal misuse of in-
formation technologies,

Recognizing that the free flow of information can
promote economic and social development, education
and democratic governance,

Noting the significant advances in the development
and application of information technologies and means
of telecommunication,

Expressing concern that technological advances have
created new possibilities for criminal activity, in par-
ticular the criminal misuse of information technolo-
gies,

Noting that reliance on information technologies,
while it may vary from State to State, has resulted in
a substantial increase in global cooperation and
coordination, with the result that the criminal misuse
of information technologies may have a grave impact
on all States,

Recognizing that gaps in the access to and use of infor-
mation technologies by States can diminish the
effectiveness of international cooperation in combat-
ing the criminal misuse of information technologies,
and recognizing also the need to facilitate the transfer
of information technologies, in particular to develop-
ing countries,

Noting the necessity of preventing the criminal mis-
use of information technologies,

Recognizing the need for cooperation between States
and the private sector in combating the criminal misuse
of information technologies,

Underlining the need for enhanced coordination and
cooperation among States in combating the criminal
misuse of information technologies, and, in this con-
text, stressing the role that can be played by the United
Nations and other international and regional organiza-
tions,

Welcoming the work of the Tenth United Nations
Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treat-
ment of Offenders,

Recognizing with appreciation the work of the Commis-
sion on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice at its
ninth and tenth sessions and the subsequent prep-
aration of a plan of action against high-technology and
computer-related crime, which recognizes, inter alia,
the need for effective law enforcement and the need to
maintain effective protections for privacy and other re-
lated basic rights, as well as the need to take into
account ongoing work in other forums,

Noting the work of international and regional or-
ganizations in combating high-technology crime, in-
cluding the work of the Council of Europe in elaborat-
ing the Convention on Cybercrime, as well as the work
of those organizations in promoting dialogue between
government and the private sector on safety and confi-
dence in cyberspace,

1. Invites Member States, when developing na-
tional law, policy and practice to combat the criminal
misuse of information technologies, to take into
account, as appropriate, the work and achievements of
the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice and of other international and regional or-
ganizations;

2. Takes note of the value of the measures set forth in
its resolution 55/63, and again invites Member States
to take them into account in their efforts to combat the
criminal misuse of information technologies;

3. Decides to defer consideration of this subject,
pending work envisioned in the plan of action against
high-technology and computer-related crime of the
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Jus-
tice.
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UN standards and norms

In April, the Secretary-General submitted to
the Commission on Crime Prevention and Crimi-
nal Justice a report on the use and application of
UN standards and norms in crime prevention
and criminal justice [E/CN.5/2001/9]. He provided
an overview of CICP efforts to promote the use
and application of UN standards and norms, and
reviewed the process of information-gathering
and analysis conducted over two years through 12
surveys on existing international instruments
and on standard-setting activities designed to
facilitate the drafting of new international in-
struments. The report recommended that the
cost-benefit value of the resources expended in
gathering information through surveys be
weighed against the output and suggested that
attention be focused on consolidating mandated
work and reporting obligations, inclusive of sur-
veys, and on keeping them to a minimum. A pos-
sible option would be to request consolidated re-
porting obligations; follow-up activities would be
focused on clusters of cross-cutting issues, areas,
sectors or professions, rather than on individual
instruments.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ACTION

On 24 July [meeting 40], the Economic and Social
Council, on the recommendation of the Commis-
sion on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
[E/2001/30/Rev.1], adopted resolution 2001/11
without vote [agenda item 14 (c)].

Action to promote effective community-based
crime prevention

The Economic and Social Council,
Bearing in mind its resolution 1996/16 of 23 July

1996, in which it requested the Secretary-General to
continue to promote the use and application of United
Nations standards and norms in crime prevention and
criminal justice,

Recalling the “Elements of responsible crime preven-
tion: standards and norms”, annexed to its resolution
1997/33 of 21 July 1997, in particular those elements on
community involvement in crime prevention contained
in paragraphs 14 to 23,

Recalling also the revised draft elements of responsi-
ble crime prevention prepared by the Expert Group
Meeting on Elements of Responsible Crime Preven-
tion: Addressing Traditional and Emerging Crime
Problems, held in Buenos Aires from 8 to 10 September
1999,

Noting that the revised draft elements of responsible
crime prevention were annexed to the working paper
prepared by the Secretariat on effective crime preven-
tion: keeping pace with new developments, submitted
to the Tenth United Nations Congress on the Preven-
tion of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders,

Acknowledging the need to update and finalize the
draft elements of responsible crime prevention,

Noting the international colloquium of crime pre-
vention experts held in Montreal, Canada, from 3 to

6 October 1999 in preparation for the Tenth Congress
by the Governments of Canada, France and the Nether-
lands, in collaboration with the International Centre
for the Prevention of Crime,

Noting with appreciation the workshop on community
involvement in crime prevention, organized during the
Tenth Congress by the International Centre for the
Prevention of Crime,

Aware of the scope for significant reductions in crime
and victimization through research-based approaches
and of the contribution that effective crime prevention
can make in terms of the safety and security of individ-
uals and communities and their property,

Desirous that the commitments made in the Vienna
Declaration on Crime and Justice: Meeting the Chal-
lenges of the Twenty-first Century, adopted by the
Tenth Congress, in relation to crime prevention, espe-
cially those made in paragraphs 11, 13, 20, 21, 24 and 25
of the Vienna Declaration, be implemented nationally
and internationally,

Convinced of the need to advance a collaborative
agenda for action with respect to those commitments
made in the Vienna Declaration,

1. Requests the Secretary-General to convene, sub-
ject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources, a
meeting of experts selected on the basis of equitable
geographical representation for the purposes of fur-
ther revising the draft elements of responsible crime
prevention, with a view to arriving at a version of the
draft elements on which the Commission on Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice, at its eleventh session,
will be able to reach consensus, and proposing priority
areas for international action, including the identifica-
tion of technical assistance issues, to promote effective
community-based crime prevention;

2. Welcomes the offer of the Government of Canada
to host the meeting of the expert group;

3. Requests the expert group, within the context of
its meeting, to consider the results of the work of the
recent United Nations meetings on this subject;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report
on the results of the meeting of the expert group, in-
cluding its revised version of the draft elements of re-
sponsible crime prevention and the priority areas for
international action to promote effective community-
based crime prevention, to the Commission on Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice at its eleventh session
for its consideration and action.

Restorative justice

In accordance with Economic and Social
Council resolution 2000/14 [YUN 2000, p. 1076], the
Secretary-General convened a meeting of the
Group of Experts on Restorative Justice (Ottawa,
Canada, 29 October–1 November) [E/CN.15/2002/
5/Add.1 & Corr.1]. The Group of Experts reviewed
comments received from 37 Member States on
the preliminary draft elements of a declaration
of basic principles on the use of restorative jus-
tice programmes in criminal matters and pro-
posed a revised text, which was annexed to its re-
port. The experts suggested that a non-binding
international instrument on restorative justice
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could provide guidance in the establishment of
national programmes and agreed that restorative
justice measures should be flexible in their adap-
tation to established criminal justice practices.

Human resources development

In response to General Assembly resolution
54/211 [YUN 1999, p. 1072], the Secretary-General
submitted a July report on advancing human re-
sources development in developing countries
[A/56/162]. The report outlined the background
and context of UN system activity in human re-
sources development, in the light of the twin
challenges of reducing poverty and advancing
technology.

The Secretary-General recommended that fu-
ture UN initiatives for human resources develop-
ment should take a broader view of the issue, not
only equating it with education and training, but
also relating it to broader capability development
through knowledge acquisition, institutional
change and policy reforms. That would allow
human resources to respond to new demands as-
sociated with the technology revolution, take ad-
vantage of emerging opportunities in a global-
ized world and participate in processes that
influenced the lives of the poor.

On 19 July, the Economic and Social Council,
by decision 2001/299, adopted “The contribu-
tion of human resources development, including
in the areas of health and education, to the pro-
cess of development” as the theme for its high-
level segment in 2002.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 21 December [meeting 90], the General As-
sembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee [A/56/560/Add.2], adopted resolution
56/189 without vote [agenda item 97 (b)].

Human resources development
The General Assembly,
Reaffirming its resolutions 45/191 of 21 December

1990, 46/143 of 17 December 1991, 48/205 of 21 De-
cember 1993, 50/105 of 20 December 1995, 52/196 of
18 December 1997 and 54/211 of 22 December 1999, as
well as the relevant sections of the Agenda for Develop-
ment,

Reaffirming also the United Nations Millennium Dec-
laration adopted by heads of State and Government on
8 September 2000,

Recalling Economic and Social Council decision
2001/299 of 19 July 2001, by which the Council adopted
“The contribution of human resources development,
including in the areas of health and education, to the

process of development” as the theme for the high-level
segment of its substantive session of 2002,

Recognizing that human beings are at the centre of
concern in sustainable development,

Stressing that Governments have the primary respon-
sibility for defining and implementing appropriate
policies for human resources development and that
there is a need for continuing support from the inter-
national community to complement the efforts of de-
veloping countries,

Stressing also that there is a need for an enabling na-
tional and international environment that will enhance
human resources development in developing countries
and promote sustained economic growth and sustain-
able development,

Stressing further that health and education are at the
core of human resources development, and the need to
ensure that by 2015 children everywhere, boys and girls
alike, will be able to complete a full course of primary
schooling and that girls and boys will have equal access
to all levels of education, as expressed at the World
Education Forum, held at Dakar from 26 to 28 April
2000, and in the United Nations Millennium Declara-
tion,

Emphasizing that human resources development
should be an essential component of international de-
velopment cooperation and that there is a need to pro-
mote continuous training and capacity-building within
projects and programmes as a means of advancing such
development,

Recognizing that there is a need to integrate human
resources development into comprehensive strategies
that mainstream a gender perspective, taking into
account the needs of all people, in particular the needs
of women and girls,

Recognizing also the vital role of South-South
cooperation in supporting national efforts at human
resources development,

Expressing concern at the increasing development gap
between developed and developing countries, includ-
ing the gap in knowledge, information and communi-
cation technologies, and the increasing disparity of in-
come in and among nations and its adverse impact on
the development of human resources, in particular in
the developing countries,

Stressing that developing countries should be assisted
in their efforts to develop capacity in and be well
equipped with the knowledge of information technolo-
gies that would enable them to benefit from the oppor-
tunities offered by globalization and to avoid the risk of
marginalization in the process of globalization,

Expressing deep concern at the devastating impact of
the human immunodeficiency virus/acquired immu-
nodeficiency syndrome (HIV/AIDS) pandemic, espe-
cially in sub-Saharan Africa, and of other major dis-
eases on human resources development, in particular
in developing countries,

Emphasizing the continuing need for coordination
and integration among the organs and organizations of
the United Nations system in assisting developing
countries, in particular the least developed among
them, to foster the development of their human re-
sources, especially that of the most vulnerable groups,
and for the United Nations to continue to give priority
to human resources development in developing coun-
tries,
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1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;
2. Recognizes the importance of developing human

resources as a means, inter alia, of promoting eco-
nomic growth and eradicating poverty as well as of par-
ticipating more effectively in the world economic sys-
tem and benefiting from globalization;

3. Urges increased investments by all countries, the
United Nations system, international organizations,
the private sector, non-governmental organizations
and civil society in all aspects of human development,
such as health, nutrition, education, training and fur-
ther capacity-building, with a view to achieving sus-
tainable development and the well-being of all;

4. Encourages all countries to accord priority to hu-
man resources development in the context of the adop-
tion of national economic and social policies, including
their financing, taking into account their financial con-
straints;

5. Urges the adoption of comprehensive approaches
to human resources development which combine,
among other factors, economic growth, poverty eradi-
cation, provision of basic social services, sustainable
livelihoods, empowerment of women, involvement of
young people, the needs of vulnerable groups of soci-
ety, the needs of local indigenous communities, politi-
cal freedom, popular participation and respect for hu-
man rights, justice and equity, all of which are essential
for enhancing human capacity to meet the challenge of
development;

6. Encourages all countries to ensure local and
community-level engagement in policy issues of hu-
man resources development;

7. Emphasizes the need to ensure the full participa-
tion of women in the formulation and implementation
of national and local policies to promote human re-
sources development;

8. Recognizes the need to direct concerted efforts
at enhancing the technical skills and know-how of
people living in rural and agricultural areas, with a
view to improving their means of livelihood and mate-
rial well-being, and in this regard encourages the
allocation of more resources for that purpose so as to
facilitate access to appropriate technology and know-
how from within and from other countries, in particu-
lar the developed countries, as well as through South-
South cooperation;

9. Encourages the adoption of policies, approaches
and measures that serve to narrow the increasing gap
between developed and developing countries in infor-
mation and communication technologies in particular
and in technology in general by, inter alia:

(a) Encouraging the private sector, in collabora-
tion with the United Nations system and non-
governmental organizations, to donate voluntarily to
designated centres in developing countries literary
materials, information and communications technol-
ogy equipment and training which, together with
the enabling policies and institutions both at the na-
tional and international levels, will facilitate improved
access;

(b) Taking advantage of the rapid turnaround in
both the educational institutions and corporations in
developed countries of literary material and informa-
tion and communications technology equipment,
through coordinated efforts involving the United

Nations system, non-governmental organizations and
recipients in interested developing countries;

(c) Promoting transparent, efficient regulatory re-
gimes and other policies that encourage investment;

(d) Supporting targeted investments in infrastruc-
ture that would establish the physical foundation for
the operation of Internet services and pave the way for
commercial and development applications;

(e) Developing training in information technolo-
gies for users such as non-governmental organizations,
universities and business service organizations, as well
as key governmental agencies;

10. Calls upon the United Nations system to harmo-
nize further its collective human resources develop-
ment efforts, in accordance with national policies and
priorities;

11. Encourages the United Nations system to take a
comprehensive view of human resources development
in its initiatives, relating it to the acquisition of broader
knowledge, with a view to enabling human resources to
respond to the new demands associated with the tech-
nology revolution and to take advantage of emerging
opportunities in a globalized world;

12. Also encourages the United Nations system to
promote strategies for human resources development
that facilitate access by developing countries to new in-
formation and communication technologies so as to
bridge the digital divide;

13. Further encourages the United Nations system to
focus in its cooperation activities on building human
and institutional capacity, with specific attention given
to women, girls and vulnerable groups;

14. Encourages the United Nations system to con-
tinue to engage, where appropriate, in partnerships
with the private sector, in accordance with relevant
United Nations resolutions, so as to contribute further
to the building of human resources development
capacity in developing countries;

15. Invites international organizations, including
international financial institutions, to continue to give
priority to supporting the objectives of human re-
sources development and to integrating them into their
policies, projects and operations;

16. Calls upon developed countries and the United
Nations system to increase support to programmes and
activities in developing countries for advancing human
resources development and capacity-building, in par-
ticular those geared towards harnessing information
and communication technologies;

17. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its fifty-eighth session a report on
the implementation of the present resolution;

18. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of
its fifty-eighth session, under the item entitled “Sus-
tainable development and international economic
cooperation”, the sub-item entitled “Human resources
development”.

UN research and training institutes

UN Institute for Training and Research

In response to General Assembly resolution
55/208 [YUN 2000, p. 1078], the Secretary-General
submitted a November report on the United
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Nations Institute for Training and Research
(UNITAR) [A/56/615]. He noted that the conduct of
the various UNITAR programmes was evolving
smoothly following a restructuring phase, and
activities remained steady and sustained. Each
year since 1996, some 120 programmes, seminars
and workshops had been organized throughout
the world and more than 5,500 participants
were benefiting from UNITAR training and
capacity-building activities annually. Significant
developments included fellowship programmes
in preventive diplomacy, international law, inter-
national civil service and international affairs
management, organized in Europe and the
United States, which had largely met the expecta-
tions of participants. The Institute had made
progress in attracting experts from developing
countries and countries with economies in transi-
tion for the preparation of training materials and
in concentrating its programming on develop-
ment issues. Almost all UNITAR programmes
were being designed and conducted in conjunc-
tion with one or more institutions within and
outside the UN system and systematic utilization
of UNITAR’s services had increased.

The Secretary-General stated that UNITAR’s fi-
nancial situation had improved but remained
fragile. Although contributions to the Special
Purpose Grants Fund were satisfactory, the insuf-
ficiency of non-earmarked voluntary contribu-
tions made it difficult to maintain training pro-
grammes in Nairobi and Vienna and impossible
to inaugurate new programmes in cities hosting
UN regional commissions, as requested by the
Assembly in resolution 55/208. The Secretary-
General also discussed continuity in UNITAR
management and the question of the classifica-
tion of rental rates and of maintenance costs
charged to the Institute.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 21 December [meeting 90], the General Assem-
bly, on the recommendation of the Second Com-
mittee [A/56/567], adopted resolution 56/208 with-
out vote [agenda item 104].

United Nations Institute for Training and Research
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 50/121 of 20 December

1995, 51/188 of 16 December 1996, 52/206 of 18 De-
cember 1997, 53/195 of 15 December 1998, 54/229 of
22 December 1999 and 55/208 of 20 December 2000,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,
Welcoming the recent progress made by the United

Nations Institute for Training and Research in its vari-
ous programmes and activities, including the improved
cooperation that has been established with other or-
ganizations of the United Nations system and with re-
gional and national institutions,

Expressing its appreciation to the Governments and
private institutions that have made or pledged finan-
cial and other contributions to the Institute,

Noting that contributions to the General Fund have
not increased and that the participation of the devel-
oped countries in training programmes in New York
and Geneva is increasing,

Noting also that the bulk of the resources contributed
to the Institute are directed to the Special Purpose
Grants Fund rather than to the General Fund, and
stressing the need to address that unbalanced situation,

Noting further that the Institute receives no subsidy
from the United Nations regular budget, that it
provides training programmes to all Member States
free of charge and that similar United Nations institu-
tions based at Geneva are not charged rent or mainte-
nance costs,

Welcoming the decisions taken by the Secretary-
General to ensure continuity in the management of the
Institute and to establish the proper grade for the post
of Executive Director with the concurrence of the Advi-
sory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions,

Reiterating that training activities should be ac-
corded a more visible and larger role in support of the
management of international affairs and in the execu-
tion of the economic and social development pro-
grammes of the United Nations system,

1. Reaffirms the importance of a coordinated,
United Nations system-wide approach to research and
training based on an effective coherent strategy and
an effective division of labour among the relevant insti-
tutions and bodies;

2. Also reaffirms the relevance of the United Nations
Institute for Training and Research in view of the
growing importance of training within the United
Nations and the training requirements of States and
the relevance of training-related research activities un-
dertaken by the Institute within its mandate;

3. Stresses the need for the Institute to strengthen
further its cooperation with other United Nations in-
stitutes and relevant national, regional and interna-
tional institutes;

4. Welcomes the progress made in building partner-
ships between the Institute and other organizations
and bodies of the United Nations system with respect
to their training programmes, and in this context un-
derlines the need to develop further and to expand the
scope of those partnerships, in particular at the coun-
try level;

5. Requests the Board of Trustees of the United
Nations Institute for Training and Research to con-
tinue to ensure fair geographical distribution and
transparency in the preparation of the programmes
and in the employment of experts, and in this regard
stresses that the courses of the Institute should focus
primarily on development issues;

6. Renews its appeal to all Governments, in parti-
cular those of developed countries, and to private insti-
tutions that have not yet contributed financially or
otherwise to the Institute, to give it their generous fi-
nancial and other support, and urges the States that
have interrupted their voluntary contributions to con-
sider resuming them in view of the successful restruc-
turing and revitalization of the Institute;
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7. Calls upon developed countries, which are in-
creasingly participating in the training programmes
conducted in New York and Geneva, to make contribu-
tions or consider increasing their contributions to the
General Fund;

8. Encourages the Board of Trustees of the Institute
to continue its efforts to resolve the critical financial
situation of the Institute, in particular with a view to
broadening its donor base and increasing the contribu-
tions made to the General Fund;

9. Also encourages the Board of Trustees to consider
diversifying further the venues of the events organized
by the Institute and to include the cities hosting re-
gional commissions, in order to promote greater parti-
cipation and reduce costs;

10. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation
with the Institute and United Nations funds and
programmes, to continue to explore ways and means of
systematically utilizing the Institute in the execution of
trainingandcapacity-buildingprogrammesfor theeco-
nomicandsocialdevelopmentofdevelopingcountries;

11. Also requests the Secretary-General to clarify the
reason why the United Nations Institute for Training
and Research does not benefit from rental rates and
maintenance costs similar to those enjoyed by other or-
ganizations affiliated with the United Nations, such
as the United Nations Institute for Disarmament
Research and the United Nations Research Institute
for Social Development, and further requests the
Secretary-General to submit proposals on how to waive
or reduce the rental rates and maintenance costs
charged to the United Nations Institute for Training
and Research with a view to alleviating its current
financial difficulties, which are aggravated by the cur-
rent practice of charging commercial rates;

12. Requests the Secretary-General to report to it at
its fifty-seventh session on the implementation of the
present resolution, including details on the status of
contributions to, and the financial situation of, the
United Nations Institute for Training and Research, as
well as on the use of its services by Member States.

United Nations University

The report of the United Nations University
(UNU) Council [A/57/31], which described activi-
ties in 2001, stated that UNU continued to work
within two major thematic areas—peace and gov-
ernance, and environment and sustainable devel-
opment. Within those areas, UNU undertook re-
search and training and developed networks on a
broad range of issues, from the causes of conflict
to leadership, debt relief and international envi-
ronmental governance. The University dissemi-
nated the results of its research through high-
level panels, conferences, workshops, books,
journals, newsletters and the Internet. In 2001,
UNU initiated a new programme on science and
technology for sustainability with the Republic
of Korea and the Kwangja Institute of Science
and Technology, and a new research and training
programme on fragile ecosystems in wetland
areas in Mato Grosso, Brazil, in cooperation with
the Universidade Federal de Mato Grosso and

the Mato Grosso government. The University
also received endorsement for a new research
and training centre on environment and human
security in Germany, continued discussions with
Qatar regarding a new centre in the Middle East
and extended a fisheries training programme in
Iceland.

UNU Council
At its annual session (Tokyo, 3-7 December),

the UNU Council, the University’s governing
body, reviewed implementation of UNU activities;
considered evaluations of the UNU World Insti-
tute for Development Economics Research and
the University’s capacity development activities;
examined proposals for new research and train-
ing centres, programmes, networks and initia-
tives; assessed the University’s financial situa-
tion; and reviewed and adopted the 2002-2003
academic programme and budget.

University for Peace

In response to General Assembly resolution
54/29 [YUN 1999, p. 1070], the Secretary-General
submitted a September report [A/56/314], in which
he detailed progress in revitalizing the Costa
Rica–based University for Peace, especially con-
cerning a strategy and programme for the devel-
opment and management of its academic pro-
gramme and other peace-related activities. The
activities of the University, which was established
in 1980 [YUN 1980, p. 1004], were being expanded
and its academic programme enhanced in order
to make it a focus of global efforts in the study of
and education for peace. To that end, advisory
meetings had been organized in all regions, with
the participation of eminent international schol-
ars, to address various aspects of the University’s
academic programme.

The Secretary-General concluded that the
University could serve as a useful tool to support
the peace and security objectives of the United
Nations.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 22 October [meeting 29], the General Assem-
bly adopted resolution 56/2 [draft: A/56/L.4 &
Add.1] without vote [agenda item 31].

University for Peace
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 54/29 of 18 November 1999,

in which it recalled that, in its resolution 34/111 of 14
December 1979, it had approved the idea of establish-
ing the University for Peace as a specialized interna-
tional centre for postgraduate studies, research and the
dissemination of knowledge specifically aimed at train-
ing and education for peace and its universal promo-
tion within the United Nations system,
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Recalling also that in its resolution 35/55 of 5 Decem-
ber 1980 it approved the establishment of the Univer-
sity for Peace in conformity with the International
Agreement for the Establishment of the University for
Peace,

Recalling further its resolutions 45/8 of 24 October
1990, 46/11 of 24 October 1991 and 48/9 of 25 October
1993,

Recalling that in its resolution 46/11 it decided to
include in the agenda of its forty-eighth session and
biennially thereafter an item entitled “University for
Peace”,

Recalling also its resolution 50/41 of 8 December
1995, in which it decided to request the Secretary-
General to consider ways of strengthening cooperation
between the United Nations and the University for
Peace and to submit a report thereon to the General
Assembly at its fifty-second session,

Recalling further its adoption on 13 September 1999
of the Declaration and Programme of Action on a Cul-
ture of Peace,

Noting that in 1991 the Secretary-General, with the
assistance of the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme, established a Trust Fund for Peace consisting
of voluntary contributions in order to provide the Uni-
versity with the means necessary to extend its sphere of
activity to the whole world, taking full advantage of its
potential capacity for education, research and support
of the United Nations and to carry out its mandate of
promoting peace in the world,

Noting with appreciation that the Government of Uru-
guay, by agreement with the University for Peace, estab-
lished in 1997 a World Centre for Research and Infor-
mation on Peace as regional subheadquarters of the
University for South America,

Noting also with appreciation the vigorous actions
taken by the Secretary-General, in consultation with
the Director-General of the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization and with
the encouragement and support of the Government of
Costa Rica, to revitalize the University,

Noting that the University has placed special em-
phasis on the area of conflict prevention, peace-
keeping, peace-building and peaceful settlement of
disputes, and that it has launched programmes in the
areas of democratic consensus-building and training
of academic experts in the techniques of peaceful set-
tlement of conflicts, which is highly relevant to the pro-
motion of universal peace,

Noting also that the University has launched a broad
programme for building a culture of peace in Central
America and the Caribbean in the context of the efforts
being made by the United Nations and by the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion for the development and promotion of a culture of
peace,

Noting with appreciation that the University organized
a symposium in celebration of the International Year
of Older Persons, 1999, at which it emphasized the
valuable contribution that older persons can make to
the promotion of peace, solidarity, tolerance and the
culture of peace,

Recognizing the important and varied activities car-
ried out by the University during the period 1999-
2000, within its financial limitations and with the valu-

able assistance and contributions of Governments,
foundations and non-governmental organizations,

Considering the importance of promoting education
for peace that fosters respect for the values inherent in
peace and universal coexistence among persons, in-
cluding respect for the life, dignity and integrity of hu-
man beings, as well as friendship and solidarity among
peoples irrespective of their nationality, race, sex, reli-
gion or culture,

Considering that, by its resolution 52/15 of 20 Novem-
ber 1997, the General Assembly proclaimed the year
2000 as the International Year for the Culture of Peace
and that it should be ushered in with One Day in Peace,
1 January 2000,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-General submitted pursuant to resolution
54/29 on ways of strengthening cooperation between
the United Nations and the University for Peace;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to consider using
the services of the University in his conflict-resolution
and peace-building efforts and in the promotion of the
Declaration and Programme of Action on a Culture of
Peace;

3. Invites Member States, intergovernmental bod-
ies, non-governmental organizations and interested
individuals to contribute directly to the Trust Fund for
Peace or to the budget of the University;

4. Invites Member States to accede to the Interna-
tional Agreement for the Establishment of the Univer-
sity for Peace, thereby demonstrating their support for
an educational institution devoted to the promotion of
a universal culture of peace;

5. Invites Member States, intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations and all the peoples
of the world to celebrate One Day in Peace, 1 January
2002, and every year thereafter;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-eighth session the item entitled “University for
Peace”.

Education for all

UN Literacy Decade

By a June note [A/56/114-E/2001/93 & Add.1], the
Secretary-General transmitted to the General As-
sembly the report of the UNESCO Director-
General containing the draft proposal and plan
for a United Nations literacy decade, as envis-
aged by the Assembly in resolution 54/122 [YUN
1999, p. 1073]. The report noted that UNESCO esti-
mates indicated that, if current trends continued,
one in six adults (830 million people) would still
be illiterate in 2010. There was, therefore, an ur-
gent need for a major new worldwide initiative
that focused on literacy as an integral component
of the global commitment to Education for All.
The proposed decade would give greater thrust
to achieving international development targets
and give priority to making opportunities avail-
able for the poorest and most marginalized. The
decade’s outcomes would include a better under-
standing of the structure of illiteracy; a viable
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policy-making framework, with regional and inter-
national support for national initiatives; national
prioritization of population groups; increased
capacity in designing strategies; improved qual-
ity of teacher training; the promotion of func-
tional literacy skills in order to reduce poverty;
and the use of information technologies.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACTION

On 19 December [meeting 88], the General As-
sembly, on the recommendation of the Third
Committee [A/56/572], adopted resolution 56/116
without vote [agenda item 108].

United Nations Literacy Decade: education for all
The General Assembly,
Recalling that in the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, So-
cial and Cultural Rights and the Convention on the
Rights of the Child the right of every individual to edu-
cation is recognized as inalienable,

Recalling also its resolutions 42/104 of 7 December
1987, by which it proclaimed 1990 as International Lit-
eracy Year, and 54/122 of 17 December 1999, in which
it requested the Secretary-General, in cooperation with
the Director-General of the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization and Mem-
ber States and with other relevant organizations and
bodies, to submit to the General Assembly at its fifty-
sixth session a proposal for a United Nations literacy
decade, with a draft plan of action and possible time
frame for such a decade, on the basis of the outcome of
the World Education Forum and the special session of
the General Assembly for the five-year review of the
World Summit for Social Development,

Reaffirming its resolution 49/184 of 23 December
1994, by which it proclaimed the ten-year period begin-
ning on 1 January 1995 the United Nations Decade for
Human Rights Education and appealed to all Govern-
ments to intensify their efforts to eradicate illiteracy
and to direct education towards the full development
of the human personality and to the strengthening of
respect for all human rights and fundamental free-
doms,

Taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolu-
tion 2001/29 of 20 April 2001 on the right to education,

Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declara-
tion of 8 September 2000 in which Member States re-
solved to ensure that, by the year 2015, children every-
where, boys and girls alike, would be able to complete a
full course of primary schooling and that girls and boys
would have equal access to all levels of education, which
requires a renewed commitment to promote literacy
for all,

Recalling also the Copenhagen Declaration on Social
Development and the Programme of Action of the
World Summit for Social Development and the out-
come document of the twenty-fourth special session of
the General Assembly entitled “World Summit for
Social Development and beyond: achieving social de-
velopment for all in a globalizing world”,

Convinced that literacy is crucial to the acquisition,
by every child, youth and adult, of essential life skills
that enable them to address the challenges they can face
in life, and represents an essential step in basic educa-

tion, which is an indispensable means for effective par-
ticipation in the societies and economies of the twenty-
first century,

Affirming that the realization of the right to educa-
tion, especially for girls, contributes to the eradication
of poverty,

Acknowledging the activities undertaken at the na-
tional and regional levels for the Education for All 2000
assessment of progress towards achieving the goals of
education for all, and stressing further the need to re-
double efforts in order to meet the basic needs of peo-
ple of all age groups, in particular girls and women,

Recognizing that, despite the significant progress in
basic education, especially the increase in primary
school enrolment coupled with a growing emphasis on
the quality of education, major problems, both emerg-
ing and continuing, still persist, which require even
more forceful and concerted action at the national and
international levels so as to achieve the goal of educa-
tion for all,

Deeply concerned about the persistence of the gender
gap in education, which is reflected by the fact that
nearly two thirds of the world’s adult illiterates are
women,

Urging Member States, in close partnership with in-
ternational organizations, as well as non-governmental
organizations, to promote the right to education for all
and to create conditions for all for learning throughout
life,

1. Takes note of the report of the Director-General
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization entitled “Draft proposal and plan
for a United Nations literacy decade”;

2. Proclaims the ten-year period beginning on
1 January 2003 the United Nations Literacy Decade;

3. Reaffirms the Dakar Framework for Action
adopted at the World Education Forum, in which com-
mitments were made to achieve a 50 per cent improve-
ment in levels of adult literacy by 2015 and to improve
the quality of education;

4. Appeals to all Governments to redouble their
efforts to achieve their own goals of education for all by
developing national plans in accordancewith the Dakar
Framework for Action, setting firm targets and time-
tables, including gender-specific education targets and
programmes, toeliminategenderdisparitiesatall levels
ofeducation, tocombat the illiteracyofwomenandgirls
and to ensure that girls and women have full and equal
access to education, and by working in active partner-
ship with communities, associations, the media and de-
velopment agencies to reach those targets;

5. Also appeals to all Governments to reinforce politi-
cal will and develop more inclusive policy-making envi-
ronments and devise innovative strategies for reaching
the poorest and most marginalized groups and for
seeking alternative formal and non-formal approaches
to learning with a view to achieving the goals of the
Decade;

6. Urges all Governments to take the lead in the
coordination of the Decade activities at the national
level, bringing all relevant national actors together in
sustained dialogue on policy formulation, implemen-
tation and evaluation of literacy efforts;

7. Reaffirms that literacy for all is at the heart of basic
education for all and that creating literate environ-
ments and societies is essential for achieving the goals
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of eradicating poverty, reducing child mortality, curb-
ing population growth, achieving gender equality and
ensuring sustainable development, peace and democ-
racy;

8. Appeals to all Governments and to economic
and financial organizations and institutions, both
national and international, to lend greater financial
and material support to the efforts to increase literacy
and achieve the goals of education for all and those
of the Decade through, inter alia, the 20/20 initiative,
as appropriate;

9. Invites Member States, the specialized agencies
and other organizations of the United Nations system
as well as relevant intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations to intensify further their
efforts to implement effectively the World Declaration
on Education for All, the Dakar Framework for Action
and the relevant commitments and recommendations
to promote literacy made at recent major United
Nations conferences and at their five-year reviews with
a view to better coordinating their activities and in-

creasing their contribution to development within the
framework of the Decade in a manner that is comple-
mentary to and coordinated with the ongoing educa-
tion for all process;

10. Decides that the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization should take a co-
ordinating role in stimulating and catalysing the activi-
ties at the international level within the framework of
the Decade;

11. Requests the Secretary-General, in cooperation
with the Director-General of the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, to seek
and take into account comments and proposals from
Governments and the relevant international organiza-
tions on the draft plan for the Decade in order to devel-
op and finalize a well targeted and action-oriented plan
of action to be submitted to the General Assembly at its
fifty-seventh session;

12. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of
its fifty-seventh session a question entitled “United
Nations Literacy Decade”.
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