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mended by a two-thirds vote of the conference shall take
effect when ratified in accordance with their respective
constitutional processes by two thirds of the Members of
the United Nations including all the permanent mem-
bers of the Security Council.

3. If such a conference has not been held before the
tenth annual session of the General Assembly following
the coming into force of the present Charter, the proposal
to call such a conference shall be placed on the agenda
of that session of the General Assembly, and the confer-
ence shall be held if so decided by a majority vote of the
members of the General Assembly and by a vote of any
seven members of the Security Council.

CHAPTER XIX
RATIFICATION AND SIGNATURE

Article 110
1. The present Charter shall be ratified by the signa-

tory states in accordance with their respective constitu-
tional processes.

2. The ratifications shall be deposited with the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America, which shall
notify all the signatory states of each deposit as well as
the Secretary-General of the Organization when he has
been appointed.

3. The present Charter shall come into force upon the
deposit of ratifications by the Republic of China, France,
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and
the United States of America, and by a majority of the
other signatory states. A protocol of the ratifications de-
posited shall thereupon be drawn up by the Government
of the United States of America which shall communi-
cate copies thereof to all the signatory states.

4. The states signatory to the present Charter which
ratify it after it has come into force will become original
Members of the United Nations on the date of the de-
posit of their respective ratifications.

Article 111
The present Charter, of which the Chinese, French,

Russian, English, and Spanish texts are equally authentic,
shall remain deposited in the archives of the Government
of the United States of America. Duly certified copies
thereof shall be transmitted by that Government to the
Governments of the other signatory states.

IN FAITH WHEREOF the representatives of the Gov-
ernments of the United Nations have signed the present
Charter.

DONE at the city of San Francisco the twenty-sixth
day of June, one thousand nine hundred and forty-five.

STATUTE OF THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE

Article 1
THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE established

by the Charter of the United Nations as the principal
judicial organ of the United Nations shall be constituted
and shall function in accordance with the provisions of
the present Statute.

CHAPTER I

ORGANIZATION OF THE COURT

Article 2
The Court shall be composed of a body of independent

judges, elected regardless of their nationality from among
persons of high moral character, who possess the qualifi-
cations required in their respective countries for appoint-
ment to the highest judicial offices, or are jurisconsults
of recognized competence in international law.

Article 3
1. The Court shall consist of fifteen members, no two

of whom may be nationals of the same state.
2. A person who for the purposes of membership in

the Court could be regarded as a national of more than
one state shall be deemed to be a national of the one in
which he ordinarily exercises civil and political rights.

Article 4
1. The members of the Court shall be elected by the

General Assembly and by the Security Council from a
list of persons nominated by the national groups in the
Permanent Court of Arbitration, in accordance with the
following provisions.

2. In the case of Members of the United Nations not
represented in the Permanent Court of Arbitration,
candidates shall be nominated by national groups ap-

pointed for this purpose by their governments under
the same conditions as those prescribed for members of
the Permanent Court of Arbitration by Article 44 of the
Convention of The Hague of 1907 for the pacific settle-
ment of international disputes.

3. The conditions under which a state which is a
party to the present Statute but is not a Member of the
United Nations may participate in electing the members
of the Court shall, in the absence of a special agreement,
be laid down by the General Assembly upon recommen-
dation of the Security Council.

Article 5
1. At least three months before the date of the elec-

tion, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall
address a written request to the members of the
Permanent Court of Arbitration belonging to the states
which are parties to the present Statute, and to the mem-
bers of the national groups appointed under Article 4,
paragraph 2, inviting them to undertake, within a given
time, by national groups, the nomination of persons in
a position to accept the duties of a member of the Court.

2. No group may nominate more than four persons,
not more than two of whom shall be of their own na-
tionality. In no case may the number of candidates nomi-
nated by a group be more than double the number of
seats to be filled.

Article 6
Before making these nominations, each national group

is recommended to consult its highest court of justice, its
legal faculties and schools of law, and its national acade-
mies and national sections of international academies
devoted to the study of law.

Article 7
1. The Secretary-General shall prepare a list in alpha-


